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PREFACE. 


HE  Pfalms  are  an  epitome  of  the  Bible,  adapted  to  the 


JL  purpofes  of  devotion.  They  treat  occafionally  of  the 
creation  and  formation  of  the  world  ;  the  difpenfations  of  pro- 
evidence,  and  the  ceconomy  of  grace  ;  the  tranfaclions  of  the 
patriarchs;  the  exodns  of  the  children  of  Ifrael  ;  their  journey 
through  the  wildernefs,  and  fettlement  in  Canaan;  their  law, 
priefthood,  and  ritual  ;  the  exploits  of  their  great  men,  wrought 
through  faith;  their  fins  and  captivities  ;  their  repentances  and 
reftorations ;  the  fufferings  and  victories  of  David  ;  the  peaceful 
and  happy  reign  of  Solomon  ;  the  advent  of  Meffiah,  with 
its  effects  and  confequen.ces ;  his  incarnation,  birth,  life,  paf- 
fion,  death,  refurre<ftiou,afcenfion,  kingdom,  and  priefthood  ;  the 
effufion  of  the  Spirit ;  theconverfion  of  the  nations ;  the  rejection 
of  the  Jews;  the  eftablifhment,  increafe,  and  perpetuity  of  the 
Chriftian  church  ;  the  end  of  the  world  ;  the  general  judgment ; 
the  condemnation  of  the  wicked,  and  the  final  triumph  of  the  righ¬ 
teous  with  their  Lord  and  King.  Thefe  are  the  fubje£h  here  pre¬ 
fen  ted  to  our  meditations.  We  are  inftru&ed  how  to  conceive  of 
.them  aright,  and  to  exprefs  the  different  affedfions,  which,  when 
fo  conceived  of,  they  muff  excite  in  our  minds.  They  are,  for 
this  purpofe,  adorned  with  the  figures,  and  fet  off  with  all  the 
graces  of  poetry  ;  and  poetry  itfelf  is  defigned  yet  farther  to  be 
recommended  by  the  charms  of  mufic,  thus  confecrated  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  God  ;  that  fo  delight  may  prepare  the  way  for  improve¬ 
ment,  and  pleafure  become  the  handmaid  of  wifdom,  while  e~ 
very  turbulent  pafhon  is  calmed  by  facred  melody,  and  the  evil 
Spirit  is  ffill  difpoffefTed  by  the  Harp  of  the  Son  of  Jeffe.  This 
little  volume,  like  the  paradife  of  Eden,  affords  us  in  perfection, 
though  in  miniature,  every  thing  that  groweth  elfewhere, 
“  every  tree  that  is  pleafant  to  the  fight,  and  good  for  food  P*  and 
above  all,  what  was  there  loft,  but  is  here  reftcred,  the  tree 
0F  LIFE  IN  THE  MIDST  OF  THE  GARDEN.  That  which  we  read, 
as  matter  of  {peculation,  in  the  other  Scriptures,  is  reduced  to 
practice,  when  we  recite  it  in  the  Pfalms;  in  thofe,  repentance 
and  faith  are  defcribed,  but  in  thefe  thev  are  afted  ;  by  a  peru~ 
fal  of  the  former,  we  learn  how  others  ferved  God,  but,  by  ti¬ 
ling  the  latter,  we  ferve  him  ourfelves.  “  What  is  there  necefla- 
ry  for  rmngoknpw,”  fays  the  piousand  judicious  Hooker,  “which 
u  the  Pfalms  are  not  able  to  teach?  1  hey  are  to  beginners  an 


u  eafy  and  familiar  introduffion,  a  mighty  augmentation  of  all 

“  virtu 


/ 
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preface. 

‘I  virtue  and  knowledge  in  fuch  as  are  entered  before,  a  ftroncr 

« magnaiimkv  "ex' JrrX  Fv''^  °therS-  Heroica^ 

<t  i  ®  exquilite  juftice,  grave  moderation,  exaft  wjf 

«  r,ePTarff  U.nfe,gned>  unwearied  patience,  the  myfteries 

£(OfG°d  the  fuffenngs  of  Chrift,  the  terrors  of  wrath,  the 

(c  of  8race’  the  works  of  providence  over  this  world 

«  an<J  d,e  Pron,-'fedJoys  of  that  world  which  is  to  come,  all  good’ 
fe  "e“ffar l!y. t0  ,bf  eitber  known  or  done,  or  had,  this  one  celef 

«  "nloXT  rdCth-  Let  there,be  an>'gnefor  dife)fr  incident 
(c  ,  ‘  .  e  foul  of  man,  any  wound  or  ficknefs  named,  for  which 

^  tnere  is  not,  in  this  treafure-houfe,  a  prefent  comfortable  re- 
medy  at  ail  times  ready  to  be  found.”  *  In  the  language  of 
ns  divine  book,  therefore,  the  prayers  and  praifesof  the  clfurch 
have  neen  offered  up  to  the  throne  of  grace,  from  age  to  age 
And  it  appears  to  have  been  the  Manual  of  the  Son  of  God  in 
the  nays  of  hisflefh;  who,  at  the  conclufion  of  his  laft  fupper,  is 
genera. iy  luppofed,  and  that  upon  good  grounds,  to  have  funo- 
an  hymn  taken  from  it  f  ;  who  pronounced,  on  thecrofs.the  be° 
gmnmg  of  the  xxii  Pfalm  ;  “  My  God,  My  God,  why  hart  thou 
foi  Taken  me  !  And  expired,  with  a  part  of  thexxxi  P/alm  in 
illb  mcut"  5  ‘*Anto  thy  hands  I  commend  my  fpirit.”  Thus  He 
vvho  had  not  the  fpirit  by  meafure,  in  whom  were  hidden  all  the 
treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge,  and  who  fpake  as  never  man 
ipake,  yet  choie  to  conclude  his  life,  to  folace  himfelf  in  his  great 
eft  agony,  and  at  lafl  to  breath  out  his  foul,  in  the  Pfalmift  form 
of  words,  rather  than  his  own.  No  tongue  of  man  or  angel 
as  JJr.  Hammond  juftly  obferves,  can  convey  an  higher  idea  of 
any  book,  and  of  their  felicity  who  ufe  it  aright. 

Proportionable  to  the  excellency  of  the  Pfalms,  hath  been 
che  nu.nbei  of  tneir  expohtors.  1  he  ancients  were  chiefly  ta¬ 
ken  up  in  making  fpiritual  or  evangelical  applications  of  them ;  in 
adapting  their  dilcourfes  on  them  to  the  general  exigences  of 'the 
Chriflian  church,  or  to  the  particular  neceflities  of  the  age  in 
which  they  wrote,  The  moderns  have  fet  themfelves  to  invefti- 
gate  with  diligence,  and  afeertain  with  accuracy,  their  literal 
icope  and  meaning.  Piety  and  devotion  characterize  the  writings 
oi  the  ancients  ;  the  commentaries  of  the  moderns  difplay  more 
learning  and  judgment.  The  ancients  have  taught  ushowto 
4  ear  a  goodly  luperilrudure ;  but  the  moderns  have  laid  the 
fureft  foundation.  To  bring  them  in  fome  meafu re  together,  is 
thedefign  of  the  following  work  ;  in  which  the  author  has  not 
laboured  to  point  out  what  feemed  wrong  in  either,  but  to  extrad 
what  he  judged  to  be  right, from  both;  to  make  the  annotations 

*  Hooker’s  Iscclefiaft.  Pol.  B.  v.  Seed.  37. 

t  St  Matthew  informs  us,  Chap  xxvi.  30.  that  he  and  his  apcdles  “fun? 
an  hymn  ;  and  the  hymn  ufually  fung  by  the  Jews,  upon  that  occafion, 
was,  what  they  called  the  “  great  Halle!,’*  confiding  of  the  Pfalms  from  the 
exmth  to  the  cxvmth  incluiive. 

Of 
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of  the  latter  a  ground-work  for  improvements,  like  thofe  of  the 
former  ;  and  thus  to  conttruft  an  edifice,  lolid,  as  well  as  fpecious. 
Materials,  and  good  ones,  he  cannot  be  laid  to  have  wanted  ;  fo 
that  if  the  building  fhould  give  way,  the  cement  mutt  have  been 

faulty,  or  the  workman  unlkilful. 

The  right  of  the  Plalter  to  a  place  in  the  facred  canon  hath  ne¬ 
ver  been  difputed ;  and  it  is  often  cited  by  our  Lord  and  his  a- 
potties  in  the  New-Teftamenl,  as  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
W  hether  David,  therefore,  or  any  other  prophet,  were  employed 
as  the  inftrument  of  communicating  to  the  church  fuch  or  luch  a 
particular  Pfalm,  is  a  queftion,  which,  if  it  cannot  always  be  latis- 
fa&orily  anfwered,  needs  not  difquiet  our  minds.  When  we 
difcern,  in  an  epiftle,  the  well-known  hand  of  a  friend,  we  are 
not  folicitous  about  the  pen  with  which  it  was  written. 

The  number  of  Pfalms  is  the  fame  in  the  original,  and  in  the 
verfion  of  the  LXX  ;  only  thefe  laft  have,  by  fome  miftake, 
thrown  the  ninth  and  tenth  into  one,  as  alfo  the  hundred  and 
fourteenth  and  the  hundred  and  fifteenth,  and  have  divided  the 
hundred  and  fixteenth  into  two,  as  alfo  the  hundred  andforty- 
feventh.  The  Hebrews  have  diftributed  them  into  five  books ; 
but  for  what  reafon,  or  upon  what  authority,  we  know  not. 
This  is  certain,  that  the  apoftles  quote  from  “  the  book  of  Pfalms*,” 
and  that  they  quote  the  “  fecond”  Pfalm  of  that  book,  in  the  or¬ 
der  in  which  it  now  ftands.f  That  divifion,  which  our  own 
church  hath  made  of  them,  into  thirty  portions,  afiigningone  to 
each  day  of  the  month,  it  hath  been  thought  expedient  to  fet 
down  in  the  margin ;  as  perfons  may  often  chufe  to  turn  to  the 
commentary  on  thofe  Pfalms,  which  occur  in  their  daily  courfe 
of  reading. 

In  the  titles,  prefixed  to  fome  of  the  Pfalms,  there  is  fo  much 
obfcurity,  and  in  the  conjedures  which  have  been  made  concern¬ 
ing  them,  both  in  a  literal  and  fpiritual  way,  fo  great  a  variety 
and  uncertainty,  that  the  author,  finding  himfelf,  after  all  his 
fearches,  unable  to  offer  any  thing,  which  he  thought  could  con¬ 
tent  the  learned,  or  edify  the  unlearned,  at  length  determined  to 
omit  them  ;  as  the  fight  of  them,  unexplained,  only  dittraftsthe 
eye  and  attention  of  the  reader.  Ti  he  omifiion  of  the  word  st- 
LAH  mutt  be  apologized  for  in  the  fame  manner.  The  inform¬ 
ation  obtained  from  the  Hiftorical  titles,  will  be  found  in  the  Ar¬ 
gument,  placed  at  the  head  of  each  Pfalm ;  though  even  that  is 
not  always  to  be  relied  on. 

Where  this  information  failed,  the  occafion  and  drift  of  the 
Pfalm  were  to  be  collected  from  the  internal  evidence  contained 
in  itfelf,  by  a  diligent  perufal  of  it,  with  a  view  to  the  facred  hil— 
tory ;  the  light  of  which,  when  held  to  the  Pfalms,  often  diflipates 
the  darknefs,  that  mutt  otherwife  forever  invelope  allufions  to  p?r- 

*  A&si.  20.  f  Aasxiii.  33. 


ticular 
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Sns  -^t^^SOrnetir’  ***  **  ^ 

iacb  information  is  lefs  perceived  3  ’  ^  ^en’  tJle  Want 
P**.  *  'be  OmllSSC 

tlon>  or  bad  been  lately  cHiveredfrn  -  ?  W3S  llnderPerfecu- 

great  cm ifequence,  if  we  cannot  i  !r  not  be  of  snY 

rher  bis  perlecution  hfs  f  fr;  'Illne  w,th  precifion,  whe- 

Ahitopbel,  be  intended  and  re foSdTo  °  The'  ^  Afff°lom  ?nd 
at  msiorrow  or  his  iov  hk  i  V  ,e  exPredlons  either 

way  be  nearly  the  fale  ,  l  u'  wbetherP!aintive  or  jubilant, 
Nervation  n»/i  tr Z  This  ob: 

bewailed,  or  deliverances  rrl  °.t.ler  ‘nhances  of  calamities 
by  the  prince,  fometimes  by  the  7"^  -ne  PPdms>  fomet'nies 

j*»ai“  ,“d  “d 

b=  made,  is  given  ifasf  f  wm-df.'s^ ir'ft  U'K'  TT^  t0 

-L  :f"  ”t%h  S; 

-as  deemed  impronTr  tariff6  lb^rK£l°nr  t0  be  the  beft ‘  «  it 

land,  a  work  intended  for  o-e tfertd*  uff  F°  Ttf  '^Ulb t,ons  of  'ids 
reap  the  benefir  nfmb  *  r  u*  T  .  ^  he  reader  will,  how- 
eonfpited  for  him  And  I  ^  -if  wblcb  bave  been  carefully 
fon  to  comlin  that  '  r'1'  u  is  Plumed,  have  rea- 

%  confident  hiternrerf  over>  without  a  tolera- 

Where  the  literal  ibnfe  v  n|’-and  •  °mg  ufeful  iniProvement. 

weceSary  JS  ff’'  !t  15  ”otIced  only  fofar  as  was 

there  appeared  ™  ‘  ?r  P  tIon>  or  fornl  a  refledion.  Where 

Mwir  ai  or  d*cu> *  -  had  t0  .£ 

iaiiour  hath  here  b-> be! 

attentively  itudied  fth  the  T'C  °f ' e''ery  PfaIm  hath  been 

parts,  which  is  fhe  ir  e0KneC?°n  and  dependauce  of  its 

gaming  toe  J fC  y  t0  PuHue  and  explain,  from  be. 

the  tbJ  is’  of 

%ZSg>  %tl»k  •**"•  Iab0Ured  '»  Se  M  S 

;bf -ions  .charaders,  whofe  names  will 

defire  to  uLerdatf  the  Srf''"''  >S  r(e‘nembt:ance  !  .  All,  who 
and  make  the  proper  advanf  f-  n,md  enrer  into  their  labours, 

-v..  ,  •  1  d  ntaSe  of  tbernj  as  he  himfelf  hathen. 

***  altKQnteEjttsi^opum1attrntioni)fie^n^U1ffndl,fn  fuf“p!mu5  :  dum  c°nf!itu- 

,„amum potTnmus  omnia  r!3t-  ’  CrUtamur  Jitcram'  «  «*  facri 

rc&mmem  :  aJi0  eo  excm,,j0  qll£eren(fa  ilXVmus W  ann°Um“*  <1»*  pietatcm 

A  1  clJUd  uiaicamus.  lioliuet  DilTertat.  in  PfaL 

V  /  "  • 

deavourec! 


when  this  is  done.  A  work  of  the  utmoft  importance  {{ill  remains, 
which  it  is  the  bulinefs  of  #  Theology  to  undertake  and  exe¬ 
cute;  fince,  with  refpedt  to  the  Old  Teftament,  and  the  Pfalter 
more  efpecially,  a  perfon  may  attain  a  critical  and  grammatical 
knowledge  of  them,  and  yet  continue  a  Jew,  with  a  veil  upon  his 
heart ;  an  utter  ft  ranger  to  that  fenfe  of  the  holy  books,  evidently 
intended,  in  fuch  a  variety  of  inftances,  to  bear  teflimony  to  the 
Saviour  of  the  world  ;  that  fenfe,  which  is  (tiled,  by  the  divines, 
the  PROPHETICAL,  EVANGELICAL,  MYSTICAL,  or  SPIRITUAL 
fenfe.  As  it  is  one  great defign  of  the  following  work  to  invef- 


fuch  inveftigation  has  been  made. 

That  the  spiritual  interpretation  of  the  Scripture,  like  all  other 
good  things,  is  liable  to  abufe,  and  that  it  hath  been  actually  aba¬ 
ted,  both  in  ancient  and  modern  days,  cannot  be  denied.  lie  who 
(hall  go  about  to  apply,  in  this  way,  any  paffage,  before  he  hath  at¬ 
tained  its  literal  meaning,  may  fay  what  in  itfelf  is  pious  and  true, 
but  foreign  to  the  text,  from  which  he  endeavoureth  todeduceit. 
St.  Jerom,  it  is  well  known,  when  grown  older  and  wifer,  la¬ 
mented,  that,  in  the  fervours  of  a  youthful  fancy,  he  had  fprit- 
ualized  the  phrophecy  ofObadiah,  before  he  underftood  it.  And 
it  mud  be  allowed,  that  a  due  attention  to  the  occalion  and  fcope 
of  the  Pfalms  would  have  pared  off  many  unfeemly  excrefcences, 
which  now  deform  the  cammentaries  of  St.  Augndin,  and  other 
Fathers,  upon  them.  But,  thefe  and  other  conceffions  of  the 
fame  kind  being  made,  as  they  are  made  very  freely,  “men  of 
u  fenfe  will  condder,  that  a  principle  is  not  therefore  to  be  re- 
ejected,  becaul'e  it  has  been  abufed  f  fince  human  errors  cao 
never  invalidate  the  truths  of  God. 

It  may  not  be  amifs,  therefore,  to  run  through  the  Pfalter, 
and  point  out  lome  of  the  more  remarkable  paffages,  which  are 
cited  from  thence  by  our  Lord  and  his  apodles,  and  applied  kg 
matters  evangelical. 

No  (ooner  have  we  opened  the  book,  but  the  fecond  Pfalm 


crowned  with  victory,  and  placed  triumphant  on  the  (acred  hill 
of  Sion.  But  let  us  turn  to  A<ffs  iv.  25.  and  there  we  find  the 
apoftles,  with  one  voice,  declaring  the  Pfalm  to  be  defcriptive  of 
the  exaltation  of  Je(us  Chrift,  and  of  the  oppofition  raffed 
againft  his  Gofpel,  both  by  Jew  and  Gentile. 

In  the  eighth  Pfalm  we  imagine  the  writer  to  be  fetting  forth 

*  Theologias  infignishic  nfus  eft,  ut,  verborum  fenfu  expofito,  remintelligasy 

Elfner.  PraHat.  ad  Obfervat.  Sacr. 

t  Bifhop  Hurd’s  Introduction  t©  the  Study  of  the  Prophecies,  p.  64, 

the 
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the  pre-eminence  of  man  in  general,  above  the  reft  of  the  crea¬ 
tion  ;  but  by  Heb.  ii.  6.  we  are  informed,  that  the  fupremacy 
conferred  on  the  fecond  Adam,  the  man  Chrift  Jefus,  over  all 
things  in  heaven  and  earth,  is  the  fubjeft  there  treated  of. 

St.  Peter  thuds  up  A&*  ii.  25.  and  preaches  the  refurrection 
of  Jefus  from  the  latter  part  of  the  fixteenth  Pfalm  ;  and,  lo 
trn  ee  thoufand  fouls  are  converted  by  the  fermon. 

Of  the  eighteenth  Pfalm  we  are  told,  in  the  courfe  of  the  fa- 
cred  hillory,  2  Sam  xxii.  that  “  David  fpake  before  the  Lord 
“  the  words  of  that  fong,  in  the  day  that  the  Lord  delivered  him 
“  out  of  the  hand  of  ail  his  enemies,  and  out  of  the  hand  of 

“  Sau1*”  Yet  ^  Rom.  xv,  9.  the  50th  verfe  of  that  Pfalm  is 
adduced  as  a  proof,  that  “ the  Gentiles  fhould  glorify  God  for 
“  mercy  ‘ln  Jelus  Chrift,  as  it  is  written,  For  this  caufe  will 

I  confefs  to  thee  among  the  Gentiles,  and  ling  unto  thy 
u  name.” 

Tn  the  nineteenth  Pfalm,  David  feems  to  be  fpeaking  of  the 
material  heavens  and  their  operations  only,  when  he  fays, 
€c  Their  found  is  gone  out  into  all  the  earth,  and  their  words 
“  unto  the  ends  of  the  world.”  But  St.  Paul,  Rom.  x.  18. 
quotes  the  paftage  to  (hew,  that  the  Gofpel  had  been  univerfal* 
ly  publifhed  by  the  apoftles. 

The  twenty  fecond  Pfalm  Chrift  appropriated  to  himfelf,  by 
beginning  it  in  the  midft  of  his  fuffering  on  the  crofs  ;  “  My  God, 
my  God,”  &c.  Three  other  verfes  of  it  are,  in  the  New  Tef- 
tamenty  applied  to  him  ;  and  the  words  of  the  8th  verfe  were 
actually  uled  by  the  chief  priefts,  when  they  reviled  him ;  u  He 
trufted  in  God,”&c.  Matt,  xxvii.  43. 

When  David  faith,  in  the  fortieth  Pfalm,  ((  Sacrifice  and  of¬ 
fering  thou  didft  110c  defire — Lo  I  come  to  do  thy  will we 
might  fuppofe  him  only  to  declare,  in  his  own  perlon,  that  obe¬ 
dience  is  better  than  facrifice.  But  from  Heb.  x.  5.  we  learn, 
that  Melfiah,  in  that  place,  fpeaketh  of  his  advent  in  the  fle/h, 
to  abolifh  the  legal  facrifices,  and  to  do  away  fin,  by  the  oblati¬ 
on  of  himfelf,  once  for  all. 

That  tender  and  pathetic  complaint,  in  the  forty-firft  Pfalm, 

“  Mine  own  familiar  friend  in  whom  I  trufted,  which  did  eat  of 
<e  my  bread,  hath  lift  up  his  heel  againft  me, ”  undoubtedly  might 
be,  and  probably  was,  originally  uttered  by  David,  upon  the  re¬ 
volt  of  his  old  friend  and  counfellor,  Ahitophei,  to  the  party  of 
his  rebellious fon,  Abfalom.  But  we  are  certain,  from  John  xiii. 
18.  that  this  Scripture  was  fulfilled,  when  Chrift  was  betrayed 
by  his  apoftatedifciple — “  I  fpeak  not  of  you  all;  I  know  whom 
iC  I  have  chofen  ;  but  that  the  Scriptures  may  be  fulfilled,  He 
“  that  eateth  bread  with  me,  hath  lift  up  his  heel  againft  me.” 

The  forty-fourth  Pfalm  we  muft  fuppofe  to  have  been  writ- 
ten  on  occafiou  of  a  perfecution,  under  which  the  church  at  that 
time  laboured  ;  but  a  verfe  of  it  is  cited,  Rom.  viii.  36.  as  ex- 
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nrefilv’e  of  what  Chriftians  were  to  fuffer,  on  their  blefled  Ma¬ 
tter’s  account;  “  as  it  is  written,  for  thy  lake  arc  we  ki,,ed  al^ 
the  dav  Ion o-  ;  we  are  counted  as  (beep  appointed  to  be  (lain. 

A  quotation  front  the  forty-fifth  Pfalm,  niHeb.  i.  8.  certifies 
us  that  the  whole  is  addrefled  to  the  Son  of  God,  and  therefor  e 

celebrates  his  fpiritual  union  with  the  church,  and  the  happy  fruits 


of  It. 


The  fixty-eighth  Pfalm,  though  apparently  conversant  about 
Ifraelitifh  viftories,  the  tranflation  of  the  ark  to  Sion,  and  the 
fervices  of  the  tabernacle,  yet  does,  under  thole  figures,  treat  of 
ChritVs  refurredlion,  his  going  up  on  high,  leading  captivity  cap¬ 
tive,  pouring  out  the  gilts  of  tne  Spirit,  ei effing  lls  c  lllrc  )n 
the  world,  and  enlarging  it  by  the  acceffion  of  the  nations  to 
the  faith  ;  as  will  be  evident  to  any  one,  who  considers  the  for.e 
and  confequence  of  the  apoftle’s  citation  from  it,  Ephet.  iv.  7,  8. 
“  (Jnto  every  one  of  us  is  given  grace,  according  to  the  mealure 
“  of  the  o-ift  of  Chrift.  Wherefore  he  faith,  W hen  he alcendec 
up  011°  high,  he  led  captivity  captive,  and  gave  gilts  unto 


U 

a 


men.  .  »  r  y 

The  fixty-ninth  Pfalm  is  five  times  referred  to  m  tne  goipels, 

as  being  uttered  by  the  prophet,  in  the  perfon  of  Mei.iah.  1  ne 
imprecations  or  rather  predi&ions,  at  the  lattei  en  o  it,  a.e 
applied,  Rom.  xi.  9,  10.  to  the  Jews  ;  and  to  Judas,  Acts  1.  20. 
where  the  hundred  and  ninth  Pfalm  is  alio  cited,  propn  ,c 
of  the  fore  judgments  which  lhould  beral  that  aicn  tuutoi,  a.i 
the  wretched  nation,  of  which  he  was  an  epitome. 

St.  Matthew,  informing  us.  Chip.  xiii.  34-  that  Jefus  fpake 
to  the  multitudes  in  parables,  gives  it  as  one  reafon  why  he  did 
f0  «  that  it  might  be  fulfilled  which  vvasfpoken  by  the  prophet ; 
“  Pfalm.  lxxviii.  2.  I  will  open  my  mouth  in  a  para  ok'  >  I  will 
«  litter  things  which  have  been  kept  fecret  from  tut:  iounc.ation 

a  of  the  world.”  _  t  r 

The  ninety-firft  Pfalm  was  applied,  by  the  1  emptcr,  to  Me.- 

fiah  •  nor  did  our  Lord  objeft  to  the  application,  but  only  to  the 

falfe  inference,  which  his  adverfary  fuggefted  from  it,  Matt.  w. 

6  7 

’  The  ninety-fifth  Pfalm  is  explained  at  large  in  Heb.  m.  and 
iv.  as  relative  to  the  fate  and  trial  of  Chriltiansm  the  wor.d,  and 

to  their  attainment  of  the  heavenly  Heft. 

The  hundred  and  tenth  Pfalm  is  cited  by  Chrift  himfelf, Matt, 
xxii.  44.  as  treating  of  his  exaltation,  kingdom,  and  pneuhood. 

The  hundred  and  feventeenth  Pfalm,  confilling  on.y  of  two 
verfes,  is  employed,  Rom.  xv.  11.  to  prove,  that  tne  Oenuics 
were  one  day  to  praife  God  for  the  mercies  of  Redemption. 

The  2 2d  verfeof  the  hundred  and  eighteenth  1  lahn  I  “e 
“  flone  which  the  builders  refufed,”  &c.  is  quoted  fix  difteieu 
times  as  fpoken  of  our  Saviour. 
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Ancj,  la% “the  fruit  of  David’s  body,”  which  Gbd  is  fait? 
1  '"hundred  and  thirty-fecondPfalm,  to  havepromifed  that  he 

fus  Chriftl  UP°n  HS  throne>” is  alftrted>  Atfs  «•  30-  to  be  Je- 

N ’J'hn!eacitatio11s>  ?>'in.g  difPeffed  through  'he  Scriptures  of  the 
Aew  l  ellament  are  often  (offered  by  common  readers  to  pafs 

unnoticed.  And  many  others  content  themfelves  with  Lying 

that  they  are  made  in  a  fenfe  of  Accommodation,  as  palfagfs 

may  be  quoted  from  poems  or  h  if  tones  merely  human,  for  the  ll- 

°\  trut.hs>  which  their  authors  never  thought. 
And  this,  (as  a  learned  critic  obferves)  is  no  fault  but  rather  a 

„  r  b,eauty  1,1  Wr!t,nS-  A  PajTage  applied  juftly,  and  in  a  new 

,  en  e’  I3.  e'’e‘  p.ea  !nS  toan  lngei’i°us  reader,  who  loves  to  be 
agreeably  furpnzed,  and  to  fee  a  likenefs  and  pertinency,  where 

he  expected  none.  He  has  that  futprize,  which  the  Latin  poet 

io  poetically  gives  to  the  tree 1 

“  Miraturque  novas  frondes,  et  non  fua  poma.” 
he  readers,  who  have  been  accuftomed  to  ccnfider  the  New. 

1  ^mem-citations  in  this  view  of  Accommodation  only,  nmft 
perceive  the  neceflity  of  Inch  Accommodation,  at  leaft,  to  adapt 
the  nfe  of  the  Pfa  1ms,  as  a  part  of  divine  lervice,  to  the  times  and 
circumftances  of  the  Gofpel  ;  and  cannot  therefore  reafonably 
object,  upon  their  own  principles,  to  the  applications  made  in  the 
tollow.ngn.eets  for  that  purpofe.  But  nor  to  enquire,  at  pre- 
lent,  whetner  pafTages  are  not  font  e  times  cited  in  this  manner, 
iui-e,y  no  one  can  attentively  review  the  above  made  collection 
ofNew-reftament-citations  from  the  book  of  Pfalms,  as  they 
have  oeen  placed  together  before  him,  without  perceiving,  that 
t,ie  i  ialins  are  written  upon  a  divine>  preconcerted,  prophetical 
plan,  and  contain  much  more,  than,  at  firft  fight,  they  appear  to 
-  1  hey  are  beautiful  without,  but  all  glorious  within,  like 

apples  of^gold  iti  pictures,  or  net-work  cafes  of  filver.”  Prov. 
^V7*  \  1  *  J  he  hrightnefs  of  the  cafket  attracts  our  attention, 
till,  t, trough  it,  upon  a  nearer  approach,  wedifeover  its  contents. 
Ann  then,  indeed,  it  may  be  laid  to  have  6i  no  glory,  bv  reafon 
“  of  the  glory  that  fo  far  exceileth  ”*  Very  delightful  and  pro- 
ntab.e  they  ai  e,  in  their  literal  and  hiflorical  fenfe,  which  well  re- 
payeth  all  the  pains  taken  to  come  at  it*  But  that  once  obrain- 
ed,a  farther  feene  begins  to  open  upon  us,  and  all  the  blehings 
of  the  Gofpel  prefer] t  themfelves  to  the  eye  of  faith.  So  that 
the  expofitoris  asa  traveller  alcendingan  eminence,  neither  un¬ 
fruitful,  nor  mipleafant ;  at  the  top  of  which  when  he  is  arrived 
lie  Deholds,  like  Moles  from  the  fummir  of  mount  Nebo,  a  more 
lovely  and  extenfive  proved  lying  beyond  it,  and  ftretchinK  a- 
way  to  the  utmoft  bounds  of  the  everlaftirig  hills.  He  fees  va U 
lies  covered  over  with  corn,  blooming  gardens,  and  verdant 

*  %  Cor.  iii.  io. 
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meadows,  with  flocks  and  herds  feeding  by  rivers  of  water;  till 
ravifhed  with  the  fight,  he  cries  out,  as  St.  Peter  did,  at  the  view 
of  his  Mafter’s  glory,  “  It  is  good  to  be  here  !  ’ 

Ir  would  be  unreafonable  to  foppofe,  that  no  parts  ot  the 
Pfahns  may  by  us  be  fpiritually  applied,  but  fuch  as  are  already 
exprefsly  applied  for  us  by  the  infpired  writers.  Let  any  man 
confider  attentively  a  New-Teftament-citation  ;  then  let  him  as 
carefully  read  over,  with  a  view  to  it,  the  Pfalm  from  which  it  is 
taken,  and  fee  if  it  will  not  ferve  him  as  a  key,  wherewith  to 
•unlock  the  treafuresof  eternal  wifdom  ;  if  it  will  not  “  open  his 
“eyes”  and  fhew  him  “wonderful  things”  in  God’s  law. 
When  we  are  taught  to  confider  one  verfeof.a  Plaint  as  fpoken 
by  Meffiah,  and  there  is  no  change  of  perfon,  what  -can  we  con¬ 
clude,  but  that  he  is  the  lpeaker  through  the  whole?  In  -that 
cafe,  the  Pfalm  becomes  at  once  as  much  transfigured,  as  t.,e 
bleffed  perfon,  fuppofed  to  be  the  lubjed  of  it,  was,  on  mount 
Tabor.  And  if  Meffiah  be  the  lpeaker  of  one  rlalm,  wnaf 
fhotild  hinder,  but  that  another  Pfalm,  where  the  fame  kir.d  ot 
fcene  is  evidently  defcribed,  and  the  fame  expreffions  are  uled, 

jnav  be  expounded  in  the  fame  manner? 

It  is  very  jeftly  obferved  by  Dr.  Al!ix,itb»t  “  although  the 
“  fetffe  of  near  fifty  Pfalms  be  fixed  and  fettled  by  divine  au- 
u  thors,  yetChriftand  his  apoftles  did  not  undertake  to  quote  all 
“  the  Pfalms  they  could  quote,  but  only  to  give  a  key  tothew 

“hearers,  by  which  they  might  apply  to  the  lame  .fubjeas  the 

a  Pfalms  of  the  fame  compoiure  and  .exprellion.  ■■  -I  he  citati- 
onsin  the  New-Teftament  were  made  incidentally,  and  as  occa- 
fion  was  given.  But  can  we  imagine,  that  .the  church  was  not 
farther  inltruded  in  the  manner  of  applying  the  1  (alms  to  her  re¬ 
deemer,  and  to  herfelf  ?  Did  (he  flop  at  the  applications  thus  in- 
cidentally  and  occalionally  made  by  the  infpired  writers  Did 
Hie  flop,  becaufe  they  had  direded  her  how  ,oo  proceed  ?  W  e 
know  fhe  did  not.  The  primitive  fathers,  at  is  true,  for  want 
of  critical  learning,  and  particularly  a  competent  knowledge  ot 
the  original  Hebrew,  often  wandered  in  their  expofiticns  ;  but 
they  are  unexceptionable  witneffies  to  us  of  tins  matter  of  fad, 
that  fuch  a  method  of  expounding  the  1  lalms, built  upon  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  the  apoftles  in  their  writings  and  preachings,  did  umvcr- 
fallv  prevail  in  the  church  from  the  beginning.  1  hey ,  w  ho  bat  e 

«ver  looked  into  St.  Auguftin,  know,  that  he  purfues  this  p  an 
invariably,  treating  of  the  Pfalms,  as  proceeding  f  rom  the  mouth 
of  Chritt  or  of  the  church,  or  of  both,  coufidered  as.one  my  1  - 
cal  perfon.  The  fame  is  true  of  Jerorn  Anibrofe,  Arnooius, 
Calfidore,  Hilary,  and  Prolper.  Chry lofforn  ftudies  to  make  the 
P  falter  ufeful  to  believers  under  the  Goipel.  1  heodor et  attend? 
jpoth  to  the  literal  and  prophetic  fenfe.  But  what  is  very  obfer- 

*  preface  to  his  Book  of  Pfalms.  p.  9* 
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vahie,  Tertullian,  who  flourifhed  at  the  beginning  of  the  third 
century,  mentions  it,  as  if  it  were  then  an  allowed  point  in  the 
church,  that  “  almoftall  the  Pfalms  are  fpoken  in  the  perfon  of 

J  X,}n’  be5nS  addref]'ed  bY  Son  to  the  Father,  that  is  by 
Cn rill  to  God.”  *  In  this  channel  flows  the  ftream  of  'the 
earhelr  Chnfhan  expofitors.  Nor  did  they  depart,  in  this  point 
from  the  doctrine  held  in  the  church  of  the  ancient  Jews,  who 
were  always  taught  to  regard  Messiah  as  the  capital  ohjetf  of 
tne  Halter.  And  though,  when  the  time  came,  that  people 
would  not  receive  Jcfus  of  Nazareth  as  their  Mdhah,  it  dc< 


not  appear  that  they  ever  objected  to  the  propriety  of  the  citati¬ 
ons  made  by  ourLord  and  his  apoftles,  or  thought  fuch  paffages 
applicable  to  David  only,  and  hisconcerns.  Nay  the  moft  learn¬ 
ed  of  their  Rabbles,  who  have  written  fince  the  commencement 
of  the  Chrutian  aera,  trill  agree  with  us  in  referring  many  of  the 
,  t0  Mefliah  and  his  kingdom;  differing  only  about  the  per- 
ion  of  the  one,  and  the  nature  of  the  other. 

H  hen  leai  ni  g  arole,  as  it  were,  from  the  dead,  in  the  fixteenth 
century,  and  rne  ftudy  of  primitive  theology  by  that  means  re- 
va  e*.l,  die  ipiritual  interpretation  of  the  Scriptures  revived  with 
_  R  was  adopted,  at  that  time,  by  one  admirably  qualified  to 
CiO  it  justice,  and  to  recommend  it  again  to  the  world  by  every 
cnarm  of  genius,  and  every  ornament  of  language.  I  mean  the 
accompli fhed  Erafinus,  who  omitteth  no  opportunity  of  infilling 
C/ii  tne  ulefulnefs  and  even  the  necellity  of  it,  for  the  right  un- 
derftanding  of  the  Scriptures ;  for  the  attainment  of  that  wifdom 
which  they  teach,  and  that  holinefs  which  they  prefcribe  ;  feem- 
ing  to  think  himlelf  never  better  employed,  than  when  he  is  re¬ 
moving  the  earth  and  rubbifh,  with  which  thofe  Philiftiues,  the 
monks,  had  flopped  up  the  wells  of  falvation,  opened  by  the  A- 
poilles  and  firfl  Fathers  of  the  church,  for  the  benefit  of  man¬ 
kind,  f  This  great  man  was  much  importuned  by  his  learned 
friends,  as  he  informeth  us  in  an  epiflle  to  Cardinal  Sadolet,  to 
write  a  commentary  on  the  Pfalms.  f  Such  a  work,  executed  by 
him  had  been  one  of  the  richefl  gifts  that  were  ever  caff  into  the 
Chriftian  treafury  ;  as  we  may  judge  from  the  fpecimen  which 
he  hath  left  us,  in  his  difcourfes  on  eleven  of  them.  Some  of 
tliefe  were  drawn  up  with  a  view  to  enlarge  upon  the  tranfadli- 
ons  of  tne  times  ;  and  in  all  of  them  he  is  more  diffufe  and  lux- 

*  Onines  pene  Pfalmi  Chrifti  perfon  am  faflinent, — Filium  ad  Patrem,  id 
efl  Chriflum  ad  Duem  verba  facientem  reprsefcntant. 
f  Enchirid.  Mil.  ChrifL  in  Prasfat.  Canon.  5.  et  paflini. 
t  Lib.  xxv.  Epift.  11.  Edit.  Froben.  10085  Edit.  Cler.  Non  femel  rogatus 
fum  quum  ab  aliis,  turn  ab  Anglorum  Reg®,  ut  in  omnes  Pfalmos  edcrem 
Commentaries;  fed  deterrebant  rne  quum  alia  mu’ta,  turn  ilia  duo  potifiimum, 
quod  viderem  hoc  argumentum  vix  polfe  pro  dignitate  traclari,  nifi  quis  cal- 
leat  Hebraeorum  litcras, 'atque  etiam  antiquitates ;  partim  quod  verebar  ne 
turba  Commenturiorum  obfeuraretur  Sermo  Propheticus,  citius  quam  illuftra- 
retur. 
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uriant,  than,  it  is  to  be  preluoied  he  would  ha\e  been,  in  a  ge¬ 
neral  exposition.  Hut  they  abound  with  a  l  ich  \aiiety  of  (acted 
learning,  communicated  in  a  manner  ever  pleating,  and  evei  m- 
ftruclive.  If  at  any  time  he  takes  us  out  of  the  road,  it  is  to  (hew 
us  a  fine  country,  and  we  are  Hill  in  company  with  Erafmus. 
He  conliders  a  Pfalm,  as  it  may  relate  toChriff,  either  fuflering, 
or  triumphant;  as  it  may  concern  the  church,  whether  confin¬ 
ing  of  Jews  or  Gentiles,  whether  in  adverfity  or  profperity, 
through  the  feveral  flages  and  periods  of  its  existence ;  and  as  it 
may  be  applicable  to  the  different  hates  and  circumhances  of  in¬ 
dividuals,  during  the  trials  and  temptations  which  they  meet 
with,  in  the  courfe  of  their  Chrihian  pilgrimage  and  warfare 
here  below,  till  having  overcome  their  lalt  enemy,  they  (hall  fit 
down  with  their  Lord  in  his  kingdom;  when  the  lcheme  ofpio- 
phecy  lhall  receive  it’s  final  accomplifhment,  and  6i  the  myste- 

«  RY  of  God  be  finished.”  *  ' 

It  is  obvious,  that  every  part  of  the  Pfalter,  when  explicated 
according  to  this  fcriptural  and  primitive  method,  is  rendered 
univerfally  (C  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  coi  reef  ion, 
“  for  inlfruetion  in  righteoufnefs and  the  propriety  immedi¬ 
ately  appears  of  its  having  always  been  uled  in  the  devotional 
way;  both  by  the  Jewifh  and  the  Chriftian  church.  With  re¬ 
gard  to  the  Jews,  Biftiop  Chandler  very  pertinently  remarks, 
that  <c  they  muff  have  underftood  David  their  prince  to  have 
(i  been  a  figure  of  Mediah.  I  hey  would  not  otherwife  have 
Ci  made  his  Pfalms  part  of  their  daily  worfhip,  nor  would  Da- 
(*  vid  have  delivered  them  to  the  church,  to  be  lo  employed, 
«  were  it  not  to  inftruft,  and  lupport  them  in  the  knowledge 
«  and  belief  of  this  fundamental  article.  Was  the  Meilias  not 
ci  concerned  in  the  Pfalms,  it  were  abfurd  to  celebrate,  twice  a 
«  day,  in  their  public  devotions,  the  events  of  one  man’s  life,  who 
u  was  deceafed  folong  ago,  as  to  have  no  relation  now  to  the  Jews, 
u  and  the  circumflances  of  their  affairs ;  or  to  tranferibe  whole 
<c  paffages,  from  them,  into  their  prayers  for  the  coming  of  the 
Meffiah.”f  Upon  the  fame  principle,  it  is  eafily  feen,  that  the 
objections,  which  may  feem  to  lie  againft  the  ufe  of  jewifh  fervices, 
in  Chriffian  congregations,  ceafe  at  once,  i  bus,  it  may  be  faid. 
Are  we  concerned  with  the  affairs  of  David  and  of  Ifrael  ? 
Have  we  any  thing  to  do  with  the  ark  and  the  temple  ?  I  hey 
are  no  more.  Are  we  to  go  up  to  Jerufalem,  and  to  woifhip 
on  Sion  ?  They  are  defolated,  and  trodden  under  foot  by  the 
Turks.  Are  we  to  facrifice  young  bullocks,  according  to  the 
law?  The  law  is  abolifhed,  never  to  be  pblerved  again.  Do 
we  pray  for  victory  over  Moab,  Edom,  and  Philiitia  ;  01  for 
deliverance  from  Babylon  ?  There  are  no  fuch  nations,  no  fuch 

*  Rev,  x.  7. 

|  Defence  of  Chriflianity,  Firft  Part,  p.  *41. 
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places  in  tne  world.  What  then  do  we  mean,  when,  takin«r 
iuch  expreihons  into  our  mouths,  we  utter  them  in  our  own 
per  ons,  as  parts  cf  our  devotions,  before  God  ?  Affuredly  we 
mmt  mean  a  fpiritual  Jcrufalem  and  Sion;  a  fpiritual  ark  and 
temple ;  a  fpiritual  law  ;  fpiritual  facrifices;  and  fpiritual  vi&o- 
nes;  Ipmitual  enemies;  all  defcribed  under  the  old  names,  which 
are  thll  retained,  though  «  old  things  are  paffed  away,  and  all 

t>  thjgSi  3re  t0  become  new-”  *  By  fubftituting  Meffiah  for 
IJavid,  the  golpel  for  the  law,  the  church  Chriftian  for  that  of 

lirael,  and  the  enemies  of  the  one  for  thofe  of  the  other,  the 
i  ialms  are  made  our  own.  Nay,  they  are  with  more  fullnefs 
and  propriety  applied  now  to  the  fubftar,ce,  than  they  were  of 
oid  to  the  “  (hadow  of  good  things  then  to  eome.”f  And 
therefore,  ever  fnice  the  commencement  of  the  Chriftian  xra 
the  church  hath  chofen  to  celebrate  the  golpel  myfteries  in  the 
words  of  thefe  ancient  hymns,  rather  than  to  compofe  for  that 
purpofe  new  ones  cf  her  own.  For  let  it  not  pafs  unobferved, 
that,  when,  upon  the  firft  publication  of  the  Gofpel,  the  apof- 
ties  had  occafion  to  utter  their  tranfports  of  joy,  on  their  being 
counted  worthy  to  fuffer  for  the  name  of  their  dear  Lord  and 
Mafter,  which  was  then  oppofed  by  Jew  and  Gentile,  they 
brake  forth  into  an  application  of  the  fecond  Pfalm  to  the  tranf- 
adions  then  before  their  eyes.  See  Ads  iv.  25.  The  primi¬ 
tive  Chriftians  conftantly  followed  this  method,  in  their  devoti¬ 
ons  :  and,  particularly  when,  delivered  out  of  the  hands  of 
perfecting  tyrants,  by  the  vidories  of  Conftantine,  they  praif- 
€d  God  for  his  goodnefs,  and  the  glorious  fuccefs  and  eftablifh- 
ment  of  ChriftV  religion,  no  words  were  found  fo  exquifitely 
adapted  to  the  purpofe,  as  thofe  of  David,  in  the  xcvi, 
xcviii,  and  other  Pi  alms — ^  Sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  fong  : 

<c  fing  unto  the  Lord,  all  the  earth.  Sing  unto  the  Lord,  and 
■“  praife  his  name  :  be  telling  of  his  falvation  from  day  to  day. 

“  Declare  his  honour  unto  the  heathens,  his  worlhip  unto  all 
**  people.” — &c.  &c.  &c.  In  thefe,  and  the  like  Pfalms,  we 
continue  to  praife  God,  for  all  his  fpiritual  mercies  in  Chrift,  to 
this  day. 

The  Pfalms,  thus  applied,  have  advantages,  which  no  frelh 
compofitions,  however  finely  executed,  can  polfibly  have ;  fince 
belides  their  incomparable  fitnefs  to  exprefs  our  fentiments,  they 
are,  at  the  fame  time ;  memorials  of,  and  appeals  to  former 
mercies  and  deliverances;  they  are  acknowledgments  of  pro. 

*  2  Cor.  v.  17.  Ergo  arrige  aures,  Chriftiane  Lector,  et  ubi  talia  in  Davide 
legeris,  tu  mihi  fac  cogitas,  non  Arcam,  fragile  lignum,  aut  Tabernaculum 
contedtum  pellibus,  non  urbem  lapidibus  compofitam  :  non  Templum  divinx 
Majeflati  angultum:  fed  Chrifti  et  ecclefias  Sacramenta,  fed  -vivos  lapides, 
Chrifto  angulari  lapidi  coaptatos ;  fed  ipfam  Euchariftiam  prasfentis  Dei  tef- 
tem ;  denique  cxlefte  regnum  et  xternam  felicitatem,  Boffuct  Difiertat.  de 
Hal.  Cap.  i.  ad  fin. 

1  Hcb.  x.  3. 
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phecies  accomplifhed  ;  they  point  cut  the  connexion  between 
the  old  and  new  difpenfations,  thereby  teaching  us  to  admire 
and  adore  the  wifdom  of  God  difplayed  in  both,  and  furn idl¬ 
ing,  while  we  read  or  fmg  them,  an  inexhauftible  variety 
of  the  nobleft  matter  that  can  engage  the  contemplations  of 
man. 

Why  is  the  mind  more  than  ordinarily  affeXed,  and  either 
melted  into  furrow,  or  tranfported  with  joy,  when  on  the  days 
fet  apart  for  the  commemoration  of  our  Saviour’s  birth,  paffion, 
refurreXion,  &c.  the  Proper  Pfalms  are  read,  which  the  church 
hath  appointed,  following  herein  the  direXions  of  evangelifts 
and  the  apoftles,  and  the  ufage  of  the  early  ages?  Why,  but  be- 
caufe,  by  fuch  appointment,  we  are  neceffarily  put  upon  trans¬ 
ferring  our  ideas  from  the  complaints  or  exultations  of  David 
and  Iirael,  to  thofe  of  a  fuflferingor  glorified  Mefliah,  ofwhofe 
fufferings  or  glories  we  participate,  as  members  of  his  myflical 
body?  And  how  much  more  intenfe  would  be  the  effeX,  if,  in 
the  fermons  preached  on  fuch  occafions,  fuch  Proper  Pfalms 
were  expounded  to  the  people,  and  their  Propriety  evinced,  as 
it  might  eafily  be?  Difcourfes  of  this  kind  would  make  the 
hearts  of  the  auditors  to  “  burn  within  them,”  and  men  would 
ceafe  to  wonder,  that  three  thoufand  Jews  were  converted  to 
the  faith,  by  St.  Peter’s  animated  difeourfe  on  part  of  the  fix- 
teenth  Pfalm.  Were  believers  once  brought  well  acquainted 
with  thefe  Proper  Pfalms,  they  would  he  better  enabled  to  ftudy 
and  apply  the  reft,  which  might  likewife  be  explained  to  them, 
at  different  times,  and  certainly  afford  the  fin 6ft  fubjeXs,  on 
which  a  Chriftian  orator  can  employ  his  eloquence.  7  hat  this 
was  done  in  the  primitive  church,  vve  learn  from  the  expofiti- 
on  of  the  Pfalms  left  us  by  St.  Chryfoftom  in  the  eaft,  and  Sr. 
Auguftin  in  the  well,  thofe  expositions  ftill  fufibfting  in  the  form 
of  homilies,  as  delivered  to  their  refpeXive  congregations.  1$ 
it  not  to  be  feared,  that,  for  want  of  fuch  inftruXions,  the  re¬ 
petition  of  the  Pfalms,  as  performed  by  multitudes,  is  but  one 
degree  above  mechanifm  ?  And  is  it  not  a  melancholy  reflexi¬ 
on,  to  be  made  at  the  clofe  of  a  long  life,  that,  after  reciting 
them,  at  proper  feafons,  through  the  greateft  part  of  it,  no 
more  fhould  be  known  of  their  true  meaning  and  application, 
than  when  the  Pfalter  was  firft  taken  in  hand’  at  fctiool  ! 

Many  fenfible  and  well  dilpofed  perfons,  therefore,  who, 
when  they  read  or  fmg  the  Pfalms,  defire  to  read  and  to  fing 
“  with  the  fpirit  and  the  underftanding,”  have  long  called  for 
a  commentary  which  might  enable  them  to  do  lb;  which  mmht 
not  only  explain  the  literal  fenfe  of  thefe  divine  competitions, 
and  fhew  how  they  may  be  accommodated  to  our  temporal  af¬ 
fairs,  as  members  of  civil  fociety ;  *  but  might  aifo  unfold  the 

*  A  concern  for  the  prefent  peace  and  profperity  of  the  world,  and  of  that 
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myfteries  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  which  are  involved  in  them 
and  teach  their  application  to  us,  as  members  of  that  fpiritua) 
and  heavenly  focicty,  of  which  Chrift  Jefus  is  die  head,  and 
for  whole  ufe,  in  every  age,  they  were  intended  by  their  om- 
nifcient  author.  A  work  of  this  kind,  though  often  defired 
has  never  yet  been  executed,  upon  any  regular  and  confident  plan! 
The  furvey  of  a  province  in  Theology,  hitherto  aim  oft  unoc¬ 
cupied  among  the  moderns,  which  prornifed  a  great  deal  of  pleaf- 
ing  as  well  as  profitable  employment,  gave  birth  to  the  attempt 
which  hath  been  made  to  cultivate  it,  in  the  enfuing  commenta¬ 
ry;  in  which  the  author  has  only  endeavoured  to  evince,  by  an 
induction  of  particulars,  the  truth  of  what  fo  many  learned  and 
good  men  have  after  ted  in  general,  concerning  the  prophetical, 
or  evangelical  import  of  the  Pfalter.  Dr.  Hammond,  in  the 
preface  to  his  Annotations,  tells  us,  hechofe  to  leave  every  man 
to  make  applications  of  this  kind  for  himfelf,  finding  he  had 
work  enough  upon  his  hands,  in  the  literal  way.  But  fo  much 
having  been  done,  by  him,  and  other  able  critics,  in  that  way, 
it  feems  to  be  now  time,  that  fomething  fhould  be  done  in  the 
other,  and  forne  directions  given,  in  a  cafe,  where  directions 
cannot  but  be  greatly  wanted. 

Very  few  of  the  Pfalms,  comparatively,  appear  to  be  fimply 
prophetical,  and  to  belong  only  to  Meftiah,  without  the  inter¬ 
vention  of  any  other  perfon.  Molt  of  them,  it  is  apprehended, 
have  a  double  fenfe,  which  ftands  upon  this  ground  and  foun¬ 
dation,  that  the  ancient  patriarchs,  prophets,  priefts,  and  kings, 
were  typical  characters,  in  their  feveral  offices,  and  in  the  more 
remarkable  paftages  of  their  lives,  their  extraordinary  deprefti- 
ons,  and  miraculous  exaltations,  foreihewing  Him  who  was  to 
arife,  as  the  Head  of  the  holy  Family,  the  great  Prophet,  the 
true  Prieft,  the  everlafting  King.  The  Ifraelitifh  polity,  and 
the  law  of  Mofes,  were  purpofely  framed  after  the  example 
and  fhadow  cf  things  fpiritual  and  heavenly ;  and  the  events, 
which  happened  to  the  ancient  people  of  God,  were  defigned 
to  fhadow  out  parallel  occurrences,  which  fhould  afterwards 
take  place,  in  the  accomplifhment  of  man’s  redemption,  and  the 
rife  and  progrefs  of  the  Chriftian  church.  For  this  reafon,  the 
P fill  ms  compofed  for  the  ufe  of  Ifrael,  and  IfraePs  monarch, 
and  by  them  accordingly  ufed  at  the  time,  do  admit  of  an  ap- 

feingdom  to  which  we  belong,  ought  ever  to  be  entertained  and  cherifhed 
by  the  moft  exalted  Chriftian.  And  if  this  part  of  the  fubjedl  fhould,  at  any¬ 
time,  in  the  following  work  appear  to  be  but  flightiy  touched  upon,  the  rea¬ 
fon  is,  becaufe  it  lies  obvious  upon  the  furface,  and  has  been  fo  frequently  in¬ 
culcated  by  other  expofitors.  Nor  are  mankind  indeed  fo  liable  to  forget  the 
relation  they  bear  to  the  world,  as  they  are  to  overlook  that  which  fubfifts  be¬ 
tween  them  and  their  Creator  and  Redeemer. 
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plication  to  us,  who  are  now  u  the  Ifrael  of  God/9*  and  to  our 
Redeemer,  who  is  the  King  of  this  Ifrael.  f 

Nor  will  this  feem  ftrange  to  us,  if  we  reflect,  that  the  fame 
divine  perfon,  who  inlpired  the  Pfalms,  did  alfo  foreknow  and  pre- 
difpofe  all  events,  of  which  he  intended  them  to  treat.  And 
hence  it  is  evident,  that  the  fpiritual  fenfe  is,  and  muft  be  pecu¬ 
liar  to  the  Scriptures;  becaufe,  of  thofe  perfons  and  tranfadions 
only,  which  are  there  mentioned  and  recorded,  can  it  be  affirmed 
for  certain,  that  they  were  defjgned  to  be  figurative.  And  fhould 
any  one  attempt  to  apply  the  narrative  of  Alexander’s  expedition 
by  Quintus  Curtius,  or  the  commentaries  of  Caefar,  as  the  New 
Teftament  writers  have  done,  and  taught  us  to  do,  the  hiltories 
of  the  Old,  he  would  find  himlelf  unable  to  proceed  three  ffeps 
with  confiltency  and  propriety.  The  argument,  therefore,  which 
would  infer  the  ablbrdity  of  fuppofingthe  Scriptures  to  have  a  fpi¬ 
ritual  fenfe,  from  the  acknowledged  ablbrdity  of  fuppofmg  hif¬ 
tories  or  poems  merely  human  to  have  it,  is  inconclufive ;  the  lacred 
writings  differing  in  this  relped,  from  all  other  writings  in  the 
world,  as  much  as  the  nature  of  the  tranfadions  which  they  relate 
differs  from  that  of  all  other  tranfadions,  and  the  author  who 
relates  them  differs  from  all  other  authors. 

u  This  double,  or  fecondary  fenfe  of  prophecy,  was  fo  far  from 
iC  giving  offence  to  Lord  Bacon,  that  he  fpeaks  of  it  with  admi- 
€c  ration,  as  one  linking  argument  of  its  Divinity.  In  forting 
“  the  prophecies  of  Scripture  with  their  events ,  we  muft  allow ,  fays 
“he, /or  that  latitude ,  which  is  agreeable  and  familiar  unto  divine  pro- 
uphecies ,  being  of  the  nature ,  with  whom  a  thoufand  years  are  but 
“  as  one  day  ;  and  therefore  they  are  not  fulfilled  punctually  at  once , 
“  but  have  fpringing  and germinant  accompliftment  through  many  a- 
“ges,  though  the  height ,  or  fulnefs  of  them ,  may  refer  to fome  one  age . 

“  But,  that  we  may  not  miftake  or  pervert  this  fine  obfervatiou 
“  of  our  great  Philofopher,  it  may  be  proper  to  take  notice,  that 
“  the  realonof  i  t  holds  in  fuch  prophecies  only  as  relped  the  feveral 
“  fuccefiive  parts  of  one  fyltem  ;  which  being  intimately  conned- 
“  ted  together,  may  be  fuppofed  to  come  within  the  view  and 
“  contemplation  of  the  fame  prophecy  ;  whereas  it  w7ould  be  end- 
“  lefs,  and  one  fees  not  on  what  grounds  of  reafon  we  are  autho¬ 
rized  to  look  out  for  the  accomplifhment  of  prophecy,  in  any 
“  cafual  unrelated  events  of  general  hillory.  The  Scripture  fpeaks 
“of  prophecy,  asrefpeding  Jefus,  that  is,  as  being  one  connected 
“fcheme  of  providence,  of  which  the  Jewblh  difpenfation  makes 
“a  part  :  fo  that  here  we  are  led  toexped  that fpringing  and  ger- 

*  Gal.  vi.  16. 

f  That  exprefiions  and  defcriptlons  in  human  writings  are  often  fo  framed 
as  to  admit  of  a  double  fenfe,  without  any  impropriety  or  confufion,  is  ibewn  by 
the  very  learned  Mr.  Merrick,  in  his  excellent  Obfervations  on  Dr  lienfon’s 
Effay  concerning  the  Unity  of  Senfe,  &c.  fubjoined  to  hie  Annotations  on  the 
Pfalms. 
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_  principle — -that  a  thou fand years  are  with 

iC  God  bid  as  ore  day — would  no  morejuftify  us  in  extending  a  jew- 
<£  dll  prophecy  to  Cnriliian  events,  becaufe  perhaps  it  was  eminent¬ 
ly  Hi  in  iled  in  them,  than  it  would  juftify  us  in  extending  it  to  any 
other  fignally  correfponding  events  vvhatfoever.  ft  is  only 
when  tiie  prophet  hath  one  uniform  connected  dehgn  before 
<(  him  that  we  are  authorized  to  ufe  this  latitude  of  interpreta- 
tion.  P  or  then  tne  prophetic  Spirit  naturally  runs  along  the  fe- 
<{  veral  parts  or  /itch  defign,  and  unites  the  remoteft  events  with 
the  neareft :  tne  Rile  or  the  prophet,  in  the  mean  time,  fo  a- 
i£  dapting  il'ielf  to  this  double  profpedt,  as  to  paint  the  near  and 
fubordmate  event  in  terms  that  emphatically  reprefent  the  dif- 
u  tant  and  more  confiderable.  So  that,  with  this  explanation, 
“  nothing  can  be  more  juft  or  philofophical,  than  the  idea  which 
**  Lord  Bacon  fuggefts7of  divine  prophecy. 

u  i  ne  great  fcheme  of  Redemption,  we  are  now  confidering, 
being  the  only  fcheme  in  the  plan  of  providence,  which,  as  far 
as  we  know,  hath  been  prepared  and  dignified  by  a  continu- 
“  ed  fyftern  of  prophecy,  at  leaft  this  being  the  only  fcheme  to 
“  which  we  have  feen  a  prophetic  fyftern  applied,  men  do  nctfo 
“  readily  apprehend  the  dodfcrine  of  double  fen fes  in  prophecy,  as 
“they  would  do,  if  they  law  it  exemplified  in  other  cafes.  But 
“  what  the  hiftory  of  mankind  does  not  fnpply  we  may  reprefent 
“to  ourfelves  by  many  obvious  fuppofitions ;  which  cannot  jiifti- 
“fy, indeed,  fuch  a  fcheme  of  things,  but  may  facilitate  the  con- 
“  cep  tion  of  it.”  # 

In  allegories  framed  by  man,  the  ground-work  is  generally 
fiction,  f  becaufe  of  the  difficulty  of  finding  one  trueferies  of  fadts, 
which  (hall  exactly  reprefent  another.  But  the  great  difpofer 
of  events,  known  unto  whom  are  all  his  works,”  from  thebe- 
gin  ning  to  the  end  of  time,  was  able  to  eiTedt  this ;  and  the  Scrip¬ 
ture  allegories  are  therefore  equally  true  in  the  letter  and  in  the 
i pi rit  of  them.  The  events  dignifying,  no  lefs  than  thofe  digni¬ 
fied,  really  happened,  as  they  are  faicl  to  have  done.  J  Why 
the  allegories  of  the  moft  perfedi:  form,  with  which  the  book  of 

*  Bifhop  Hurd’s  excellent  Introduction  to  the  Study  of  the  Prophecies. 
Serm.  iii- 

f  I  fay  tc  generally/’  lince,  as  the  above  cited  Mr,  Merrick  juftly  obferves, 
<s  It  is  pofiible  (for  example)  in  a  complimental  addrefs  to  a  modern  ftatef- 
<£  man,  or  general,  to  relate  the  a&ions  of  feme  ancient  patriot,  of  the  fame 
“  charaCler,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  parallel,  intended  to  be  drawn  be- 
“  tween  them,  fhall  be  readily  known,  and  the  praifes  exprefsly  bellowed  on 
“  the  one,  be  transferred,  by  the  reader's  own  application,  to  the  other/’ 

|  Merae  propterea  ah  hiftorico,  five  Iiterali  atque  immediato,  ut  aiunt,  fen- 
fu  aberrare  nos  oportet;  quin  eo  erit  clarior  et  fundatior  fecretioris  illius  intel- 
ligentix  fenfus,  quo  typum  ipfum,  hoc  eft,  hiftoriam  ac  literam  figemus  cer- 
tius,  ^offuet.  JDifiertat.  in  Pfal.  ad  fmem. 
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God  abounds, and  which  are  all  pregnant  with  truths  of  the  high- 
ed  import:,  fiiould  be  treated  with  neglect  and  contempt,  white 
the  imperfecf  allegories  ofmarfsoevifingare  univerlally  tought  af¬ 
ter  and  admired,  as  the  mod  pleafing  and  mod  efficacious  method 
of  conveying  indruftion,  it  is  not  ealy  to  fay.  Why  fhould  it  not 
afford  a  believer  as  much  delight,  to  contemplate  the  lineaments 
of  his  Saviour,  portrayed  in  one  of  the  patriarchs,  as  tobe  inform¬ 
ed,  that  the  character  of  lapis  was  defigned  by  Virgil  to  adum¬ 
brate  that  of  Antonios  Mufa,  phylician  to  Augudus?  Or  why 
ffiould  not  a  difcourle  upon  the  Redemption  of  the  Church,  as 
fore  (bad  owed  by  the  Exodus  of  Ifrael,have  as  many  admirers  a- 
mongChridians,  asa  dilTertation,  however  ingenioully  compofed, 
on  the  defcent  of  fEneas  to  the  infernal  regions,  conlidered  as 
typical  of  an  initiation  into  the  Eleufmian  myderies? 

A  learned,  judicious,  and  mod  elegant  writer  of  the  prefent 
a(ie  hath  dated  and  illudrated  the  fubjeft  we  are  now  upon,  with 
a  felicity  of  thought  and  expreffion  peculiar  to  himfelr.  I  Ihall 
endeavour  to  gratify  the  Engliffi  reader  with  a  view  of  his  fen 
timents. 
ted. 


v  *  - J  -  cD 

The  beauties  of  his  language  are  not  to  be  tranda- 


“  It  would  be  an  arduous  and  adventurous  undertaking  to  at- 
“  tempt  to  lay  down  the  rules  obferved  in  the  conduct  of  the 
“  Mydic  Allegory  ;  fo  diverfe  are  the  modes  in  which  the  Holy 
u  Spirit  has  thought  proper  to  communicate  his  ccunfels  todide- 
cc  rent  perfons  upon  different  occafions ;  infpiring  and  direfling 
cc  the  minds  of  the  prophets  according  to  his  good  pleafure;  at 
<c  one  time  vouchfafing  more  full  and  free  difeoveries  or  future 
cc  events  ;  while,  at  another,  he  is  more  obfeure  and  fparing  in 
“  his  intimations.  From  hence,  of  courfe,  arifeth  agreatvarie- 
“  ty  in  the  Scripture  ufage  of  this  kind  of  allegory,  as  to  the 
cc  manner  in  which  the  fpi ritual  fenfe  is  couched  under  the  other. 
“  Sometimes  it  can  hardly  break  forth  and  fhew  itfelf  at  inter* 
“  vals  through  the  literal,  which  meets  the  eye  as  the  ruling 
fenfe,  and  feerns  to  have  taken  entire  poffeffion  of  the  words 
«  and  phrafes.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  much  oftener  the  capital 
a  fitrure  in  the  piece,  and  Hands  confeffed  at  once  by  fuch  fplen- 
<C  dor  of  language,  that  the  letter,  in  its  turn,  is  thrown  into 
«  fliades,  and  almoft  totally  difappears.  Sometimes  it  Himes 
«  with  a  condant  equable  light ;  and  fometimesit  darts  upon  us 
«  on  a  hidden,  like  a  flafh  of  lightning  from  the  clouds.  But  a 
u  compofition  is  never  more  truly  elegant  and  beautiful,  than 
“  when  the  two  fenfes,  alike  confpicuous,  run  parallel  together 
“  through  the  whole  poem,  mutually  correfponding  with,  and 
“  illudrating  each  other.  I  will  produce  an  undoubted  indance 
ci  or  two  of  this  kind,  which  will  fhew  my  meaning,  and  confirm 
{<  what  has  hitherto  been  advanced  on  the  fubject  of  the  mydic 
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“  ingTthe  T°n  h'S  thr°ne’  tlotw'thftand» 

“  fecund  Pfalm.  David  fuihins  tJhe,fubjea  ofthe 

“  ral  and  allegorical.  If  we  read  over  thT  Pfalm  firP^t!''6' 
eye  to  the  literal  David  the  meaning  i  u  ,with  an 

“  of  all  difpute  by  the  facred  hiftory.  &  There' is  i’nd'eed  ^  ^ 
common  rrlowinthp  y  i  r  ,  f.  s  lndeed  an  un- 

-and  the  diclion  is  now^d  the^exaSt'atL^  ^  ^WeS> 
::  [“""Ji”  "’7  P«]»I»  fee.:,,  ,00  bold  Sl&J&Z 

::  sj-rSr  S 

I,'  ^  “J  4%  rf.Ms‘ 'St 

SSlr"?  i“ep«^t,S»rSrairT^d,b!^™“  “Jodfr'd 

“  be  ee  'STlT  n'“'Vd 

“  for  he  J  .  r  eXaCt!y  Prelerved,  that  either  may  pafs 

n  r  g  r‘u  ;  from  whence  the  other  was  copied  New 

-  dfgnhyTre  "dd]d?tttrP°f  ^  Phrare°logD  freflf  weight  and 
“  from  thino-s  hP1  °  vv  entIinent,  ull  gradually  afcending 

«  thofe  3h  7°  th'cgS  cab°Ve’  from  human  affairs  to 

<c  /  .  are  c  lvllie  they  bear  the  great  important  theme 

«n?ot' Che!^andat!eDgthPlacei£i^heI«ightandbright- 

“  What  halh  been  obferved  with  regard  to  this  Pfalm  may 
„  i  nt  rpp  le,d  !T  lhe/eventy  fecund  ;  the  fubjed  of  which  is 

-  might  be^TW  ’  ^  tr.eated the  Pame  manner.  Its  title 
«X®  or X  ft  ■aTuat,T  °fSolomon-  The  fcheme  of  the 

“  alteration  in  fh  fr!v° C1  J  brC  °  dlv'erllty  °f  matter  occafions  an 
«  b  .=  ,  tle  diction.  For  whereas  one  is  employed  in  ceJe- 

„  biaung  the  magnificent  triumphs  of  victory,  it  is  the  defign  of 
«  6  °th«  to  draw  a  pleafmg  pidure  of  peace,  and  of  that  felici. 

«  l’  Wbldl  is,ler  mfeparable  attendant.  The  flyle  is  therefore 
<f  °L  wore  even  and  temperate  fort,  and  more  richly  ornamen- 

„  I  r  r  ab,0Undeth,  not  WIth  tbofe  fudden  changes  of  the 
perfon  fpeaking,  which  dazzle  and  aftonifh  ;  but  the  imagery  is 

«  b™ed  h'mu  the  delightful  fcenes  with  which  creation  cheers 

tt  ""  1fbt,and  tbe  pencil  ofthe  divine  artift  is  dipped  to  the  foft- 

«  a]|“,”UrS, °f  na.ture-  And.  here  we  may  take  notice  how  pe- 

t‘  X  V,fTted  t0  the  geilIUS  °f  this  kind  of  allegory  the  pa. 

-  ^^hcal  tfyle  is,  on  account  of  that  great  variety  of  natural 

((  images 
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u  images  to  be  found  in  it.  For  as  thefe  images  are  capable  ot 
^  being  employed  in  the  llluftration  of  things  divine  and  human, 

"  between  which  there  is  a  certain  analogy  maintained,  lo  they 
«  eatily  afford  that  ambiguity  which  is  neceffary  in  this  fpecies 
«  of  compofition,  where  the  language  is  applicable  to  each  lenfe, 

“  and  obfcure  in  neither;  it  comprehends  both  parts  of  the  alle- 
“  gory,  and  may  be  clearly  and  diflin&ly  referred  to  one  or  the 
u  other.”* 

The  fcheme  of  expofition  fo  beautifully  delineated,  and  illuf- 
trated  in  two  inflances  by  this  truly  valuable  author,  has  been 
extended,  in  theory,  by  another  learned  writer,  to  a  great  part 
of  the  Pfalter  ;  and  that  upon  a  principle  deduced  from  the  attri¬ 
butes  of  God,  and  the  nature  anddelign  of  the  divine  difpenfati- 
ons;  though  his  own  labours,  like  thole  of  Dr.  Hammond,  were 
employed  chiefly  in  literal  criticifm.  His  reafoning  is  as  fol¬ 
lows — 

“  In  this  point  (namely,  the  application  of  the  Pfalms  to  the 
“  myfteries  of  theGofpel)  I  am  very  clear.  T.  he  Jews  only,  as 
(<  a  nation,  acknowledged  the  one  fupreme  God,  under  the  name 
u  of  Jehovah ;  they  muff  be  therefore  his  peculiar  people.  There 
u  is  nothing  capricious  in  this ;  they  are  correlates,  and  of  ne- 
u  ceflity  anfwer  reciprocally  to  each  other.  Hence  that  fingu- 
<i  lar  intercourfe  between  God  and  them.  Hence,  among  other 
<c  inftances  of  his  favour,  his  communication  of  himfelt  to  them 
<c  by  fupernatural  ways  of  Oracle,  Infpiration,  &c.  When  the 
<(  acknowledgment  of  the  one  God  branched  itlelf,  from  this 
u  Jewilh  flock,  over  the  face  ©f  the  earth,  and  by  that  means  he 
“  was  become  the  God  of  all  mankind,  they  muft  all,  for  the  fame 
reafon,  become  his  people.  As  God  is  ever  the  fame,  and  his 
doings  uniform,  his  conduft  towards  mankind  mufl  exactly  be 
<c  proportioned  to  his  conduct  towards  the  Jewilh  nation.  Let 
(C  us  therefore  place  God  in  common  over  them  both  ;  and 
iC  there  will  be — on  one  fide,  the  Jewilh  nation  ;  and  on  the  o- 
<6  ther,  mankind  :  on  one  fide,  Canaan,  and  a  national  profperi- 
“  ty  ;  on  the  other,  heaven,  and  human  happinefs :  on  one  fide, 
a  redemption  from  Egyptian  fervitude,  and  national  evils ;  on 
“  the  other,  a  redemption  of  the  whole  human  race  from  abfo- 
<c  lute  evil :  on  one  fide,  national  crimes  atoned  by  national  ce- 
u  remonies,  facriflces,  priefls  ;  on  the  other,  fms  expiated  by  the 
«  one  univerfal  facrifice  of  Jesus  Christ  :  on  one  fide,  nation- 
<c  ai  and  temporary  faviours,  kings,  prophets,  &c.  on  the  other, 
“  all  this  univerfal,  and  eternal:  on  one  fide  the  Law,andeve- 
“  ry  branch  of  it,  adapted  to  a  favourite  nation ;  on  the  other, 
u  the  everlafling  Gol'pel,  fuited  to  all  mankind.  It  is  impoflible 
iC  therefore,  that  God  can  fay  any  thing  to  David,  under  the 
&  quality  of  king  of  this  chofen  nation,  which  he  does  not  fpeak 

*  JSiihop  Lowth  on  the  Hebrew  poetry ;  Left.  xi. 
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at  the  fame  time,  to  Jesus  Christ,  as  King  of  all  the  Flr't 
and  that  in  a  truer  and  nobler  fenfe.  Tvfea-h  of  tf  E  ?  ; 
lj>e,  ,  fc.fe  adapted  ,|,e  of 

«  t]le  c  a  °‘i  !*. 1 1IS  |attei  a  bare  Accommodation  of  words  but 

«  ,  ,  "  ft  a"d  h'gneft  meaning  of  them,  and  which  onlv  al  In 

„  lute,y  ‘peaking,  can  be  the  true  fenfe  of  God-  the  other  lS' 

«  SI™  enffV‘rfined  7  3  Partkular  circumftance  ;  in  other 

„  an  aoIo!ute  truth,  made  hiftory,  and  matter  „f 

“  This  is  a  principle,  which  iVws  that  f  ’ f  ■ 

cc  fl  -a;  •  .  '  ~  vs,  uiut,  far  ii ooi  denyino*  thp 

“  li“rJ  “d 
in  &ti:!“E!:hat  “ny  rf  ,he  P6ims  m 

afoirs1  th‘ar°J-rllem  t  WCre  wr!tten  bY  David,  and  treat  of  his 
‘  f  .  xtl3°i  binary  perion  is  confidered  as  an  iHuftrio-i- 

t1”  *  rn  «*»  »ce  :;2r 

2  eTtonjj  Tf|mS  W,hich  d°  undoubtedlyJ  in  the  letter  of  them, 
te  to  David,  and  were  compofed  on  occafion  of  nartirnl^ 

o=curr?ces  which  befe!  him  ;  a  circumftance  in  theology  t0  be 
accounted  for  upon  no  other  principle.  **  ; 

When,  therefore,  he  deicribeth  himfelf  as  one  hated  and 
perfect, ted  without  a  caufe;  as  one  accufed  of  crLes  which  he 

S— tMVnd  fufferh!g  f0r  flnSj  the  very  thoughts  of 
hich  he  aohorred;  as  one  whofe  life  was  embittered  by  afflic- 

,  and  llls  foul  overwhelmed  with  borrows  ;  yet,  withal  as 
one  whom  no  troubles  could  induce  to  renounce  his  truft  and 
confidence  m  the  promifes  of  God  concerning  him,  when  he 
repea  te  th  his  refolutions  of  adhering  to  the  divine  law,  fettinp- 
forth  its  various  excellencies,  and  the  comforts  which  it  afford? 

)im  in  t  e  ays  of  adrerfity  ;  when  he  complaineth  of  that 
implacable  malice,  and  unrelenting  fury,  with  which  he  was 
pm  fued  by  Saul-  and  his  attendants,  by  Doeg  the  Edomite,  by 
rebellious ;  Abfalom,  traiterous  Ahitophel,  &c.  and  when,  con- 
traiy  to  all  appearances,  he  predicted!  their  deftruftion,  with 
ns  ov,n  final  exaltation;  in  expounding  the  Pfalms  of  this  call 
and  complexion,  it  hath  been  my  endeavour  to  direft  the  read- 
ei  s  t  oug  its  to  paralled  circumftances,  which  prefent  them- 
felves  in  the  hiftory  of  the  true  David  ;  his  borrows  and  fuf. 
rerings;  his  resignation  under  them  all ;  his  obedience  to  the 
will  o!  his  Father;  the  temper  and  behaviour  of  his  betrayers 
and  murderers ;  the  prophecies  of  judgments  to  be  inflicted  up¬ 
on  them,  and  of  glory  to  be  conferred  upon  him.  Ac  the  Pfal 
ter  was  the  liturgy  of  the  Jewilh  church,  of  which  our  Lord  was 
a  member,  and  to  which  he  therefore  entirely  conformed,  du¬ 
ty  E"Sii‘h  Verfi0n  0fthC  Eookof 
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ring  his  abode  and  humiliation  upon  earth,  he  might  pour  forth 
his  complaints  and  “  offer  up  his  prayers  arid  lupplications, 
"  with  ftrong  crying  and  tears/5  #  in  the  very  words  which  his 
progenitor  David  had  before  ufed  under  his  own  troubles,  but 
which  were  given  by  inspiration,  with  a  view'  to  the  cafe  of 
that  blefled  perfon,  whom,  in  thole  troubles  he  had  the  honour 
to  prefigure. 

Other  Pfalms  there  are,  which  difclofe  far  different  fcenes. 
In  them,  the  farrows  of  David  are  at  an  end,  and  the  day  of 
his  deliverance  hath  already  dawned.  The  heavens  are  open¬ 
ed,  and  Jehovah  appeareth  in  the  caufe  of  his  afflicted  fervant. 
He  defcendeth  from  above,  encompaffed  with  clouds  and  dark- 
nefs,  preceded  by  fire  and  hail,  proclaimed  by  thunder  and 
earthquake,  and  attended  by  lightnings  and  whirlwinds.  The 
mountains  fmoke,  and  the  rocks  melt  before  him;  the  founda¬ 
tions  of  the  globe  are  uncovered,  and  the  deep  from  beneath 
is  moved  at  his  prefence.  The  adverfary  is  difmayed  and  con¬ 
founded  ;  opposition,  in  the  height  of  its  career,  feels  the  blafl 
through  all  its  powers,  and  inftantly  withers  away.  1  he 
Anointed  of  God,  according  to  his  original  defoliation,  is  at 
length  elavated  to  the  throne  ;  his  feeptre  is  extended  over  the 
nations;  the  temple  is  planned  by  him,  and  erefled  by  his  ion  ; 
the  fervices  of  religion  are  appointed  in  perfect  order  and  beau¬ 
ty  :  Jerufalem  becometh  a  praife  in  all  the  earth  ;  and  the  king¬ 
dom  is  eftablifhed  in  honour,  peace,  and  felicity.  If  in  Pfalms 
of  the  former  kind  the  holy  Jefus  might  behold  thofe  perfecu* 
tions  and  fufferings,  under  which  he  was  to  be  humbled,  and 
to  mourn,  during  his  pilgrimage  here  below  ;  in  Pfalms  of  this 
latter  fort,  he  might  /Lengthen  and  con  foie  himfelf,  as  a  man 
u  touched  with  the  feelings  of  our  infirmities,  and  tempted  in 
“  all  points  like  as  we  are/5  by  viewing  “  the  glory  that  fhould 
“follow/5  by  contemplating  the  manifeftation  of  the  Father 
in  favour  of  his  beloved  Con  ;  his  own  joyful  refurre&ion,  tri¬ 
umphant  afeenfion,  and  magnificent  inauguration;  the  conver- 
fion  of  the  world,  and  the  eftablifhment  of  the  church ;  events, 
which  were  foreshadowed  by  thofe  above  mentioned  ;  and  to 
which,  when  the  firongeft  expreffions  made  ufe  of  by  the  divine 
Pfalmift  are  applied,  they  will  no  longer  appear  hyperbolical; 
efpecially  if  we  bear  in  mind,  that  thefe  prophetic  delcriptions 
wait  for  their  full  and  final  accomplifhrnent  at  that  day,  when 
the  myftical  66  body  of  Chrift/5  having  “  filled  up  that  which 
u  is  behind  of  his  afflibtionsf /?  ill  all  alfo,  amklft  the  pangs  and 
convulfions  of  departing  nature,  arife  from  the  dead,  and  ai- 
cend  into  heaven  ;  where  all  the  members  of  that  body,  which 
have  been  afflicted,  and  have  mourned  with  their  Lord  and 
Mafter,  fhall  be  comforted  and  glorified  together  with  him.  i: 

*  Heb.  v.  7.  f  Coloff.  i.  24. 

I  Ne<pie  pr^termittendum  illud  Auguftini  paifun ;  tunc  Pfalnios  videri 

In 
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In  feme  of  the  Pfalms,  David  appears  as  one  fuffering  for  his 
fins.  W  hen  man  fpeaks  of  fin,  he  fpeaks  of  what  is  his  own  ; 
and  therefore,  every  Pfalm,  where  fin  is  confeffed  to  be  the  caufe 
of  forrow,  belongs  originally  and  properly  to  us,  as  fallen  fons 
of  Adam,  like  David,  and  all  other  men.  This  is  the  cafe  of  the 
fifty-firft,  and  the  reft  of  thole  which  are  fiiled  Penitential  Pfalms, 
and  have  always  been  ufed  in  the  church  as  fuch.  Sometimes’ 
indeed,  it  happens,  that  we  meet  with  heavy  complaints  of  the 
number  and  burthen  of  fins,  in  Pfalms,  from  which  palfages  are 
quoted  in  the  New  Teftament  as  uttered  by  our  Reedeemer,  and 
in  which  there  feems  to  be  no  change  of  perfon,  from  beginning 
to  end.  We  are  allured,  for  inftance,  by  the  apoftle,  Heb.  x.  5, 
that  the  fixth,  feventh,  and  eighth  verfes  of  the  fortieth  Pfalm, 
“  Sacrifice  and  offering  thou  didft  not  defire,  &c.”  are  fpoken  by 
Meffiah,  coming  to  abolilh  the  legal  facrifices,  by  the  oblation  of 
himlelf  once  for  all.  The  fame  perlon,  to  appearance,  continues 
fpeaking,  and,  only  three  verfes  after,  complains  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  terms ;  “  Innumerable  evils  have  compalfed  me  about,  mine 
“  iniquites  have  taken  hold  upon  me,  fo  that  I  am  not  able  to  look 
“  up  :  they  are  more  than  the  hairs  of  my  head,  therefore  my 
<(  heart  faileth  me.”  So  again,  there  are  no  lefs  than  five  quo¬ 
tations  from  differnt  parts  of  the  fixty-ninth  Pfalm,  all  concurring 
to  inform  us,  that  Chrift  is  the  fpeaker  through  that  whole 
Pfalm.  Yet  the  fifth  verfe  of  it  runs  thus  ;  “  O  God,  thou  know- 
c<  eft  my  fooliihnefs,  and  my  guiltinefs  is  not  hid  from  thee.” 
The  folution  of  this  difficulty  given,  and  continually  infilled  on, 
in  the  writings  of  the  Fathers,  is  this;  that  Chrift,  in  the  day  of 
his  palfion,  llanding  charged  with  the  fin  and  guilt  ofhis  people, 
fpeaks  of  fuch  their  fin  and  guilt,  as  if  they  were  his  own,  appro¬ 
priating  to  himlelf  thofe  debts,  for  which,  in  the  capacity  of  a  lure- 
ty,  he  had  made  himfelf  refponliblc.  The  lamb  which,  under 
the  law%  was  offered  for  fin,  took  the  name  count  “  guilt, ”  becaufe 
the  guilt  contracted  by  the  offerer  was  transferred  to  that  inno¬ 
cent  creature,  and  typically  expiated  by  its  blood.  *  Was  not  this 
exacftly  thecafe,  in  truth  and  reality,  with  the  Lamb  of  God? 66  He 
<(  did  no  fin,  neither  was  guile  found  in  his  mouth ;  but  he  bare  our 
<(  fins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree. f  He  w7as  made  fin  for  us,  who 
u  knew  no  fin,  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in 
him.”  f  Chrift  and  the  church  compofe  one  myftical  perfon, 

fuaviffimos,  ac  diviniffima  luce  perfufos,  cum  in  his  caput  et  membra,  Chrif- 
tum  et  Ecclefiam,  five  aperte  propalatos,  five  latentor  defignatos  intelligimus. 
Quare  iterum  atque  iterum  erigamus  animos;  atque  ubi  atqueDavidem  Solomo- 
nem;  ubi  Davidis  bodes,  Saiilem,  Achitophelem,  alios;  ubi  bella  et  pacem,  cap- 
tivitatemlibertatem,  ac  cetera  ejufmodi  audimus ;  turn  animo  infigamus  Chift- 
um,  Ecclefiam  laboribus  periculifque  exercitam,  atque  inter  adverfa  et  profpera 
peregrinantem  ;  turn  fandlorum  perfecutores,  non  modo  vifibiles,  fed  etiam  in- 
vifibiles  illas  atque  aereas  potellates,  pugnafque  in  hac  vita  perpetes,  ac  fecu- 
turam  poftea  pacem  fempiternam.  Bolfuet  Dilfertat.  in  Pfalm.  ad  Fin. 

*  Sec  Levit.  v.  6.  f  1  Per,  ii,  %%%  }  %  Cor.  v. 
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of  which  he  is  the  head,  and  the  church  the  body  ;  and  as  the 
body  [peaks  by  the  head,  and  the  head  for  (he  body,  lie  (peaks 
of  her  fm,and  (he  of  his  righteoufnefs  ;  which  conlideration  is  at 
the  fame  time  a  key  to  any  claims  of  righteoufnefs  made  in  the 
Pfalms  by  her,  and  to  any  confeffion  of  (in  made  by  him.  This 
feems  to  be  a  fatisfa&ory  account  of  the  matter.  Such,  at  lead, 
appears  to  have  been  the  idea  generally  adopted  and  received,  in 
the  firffc  ages  of  the  Chriltian  church  ;  a  cirtumftance,  which  it 
is  prefumed,  will  be  deemed  afufficient  apology  for  the  author,  if 
in  the  explication  of  fuch  paffages,  he  hath  ventured  to  proceed 
accordingly.  Nay,  and  even  in  reciting  the  Penitential  Pfalms, 
when  the  unhappy  fufferer  is  ready  to  (ink  down  under  that 
weight  of  woe  which  tin  hath  laid  upon  him,  if  he  will  extend  his 
thoughts,  as  he  is  fometime  directed  to  do,  to  that  holy  and  mod 
innocent  perfon,  who  felt  and  forrowed  fo  much  for  us  all,  he 
will  thereby  furndh  himfelf  with  the  bell  argument  for  patience, 
and  an  inexhanihble  fource  of  comfort.  Nor  can  it,  indeed,  well 
be  imagined,  that  our  bleffed  Lord,  as  a  member  of  the  Jewiffi 
church,  and  an  attendant  on  the  (ervice  of  the  (ynagogue,  though 
confcious  to  himfelf  of  no  (in,  did  not  frequently  join  with  his 
“  brethren  according  to  the  flefh,”  in  the  repetition  of  the  Peni¬ 
tential,  as  well  as  the  other  P films,  on  the  days  of  humiliation 
and  expiation,  when  the  ufe  of  them  might  he  preferibed.  If, 
from  his  circumcifion  to  his  crucifixion,  he  “bare  our  fins  in  his 
“  own  body  why  fnould  it  he  thought  drange,  that  he  (hould 
confefs  them,  on  our  behalf,  with  his  own  mouth? 

The  offence  taken  at  the  fuppofed  uncharitable  and  vindictive 
fpirit  of  the  Imprecations  which  occur  in  forne  of  the  Pfalms, 
ceafes  immediately,  if  we  change  the  imperative  for  the  future,  and 
read,  not  u  LET  them  be  confounded,”  &c.but,  “  they  shall 
u  be  confounded/’  &c.  of  which  the  Hebrew  is  equally  capable. 
Such  paffages  will  then  have  no  more  difficulty  in  them,  than  the 
other  frequent  predictions  of  divine  vengeance  in  the  writings  of 
the  prophets,  or  denunciations  of  it  in  the  gofpels,  intended  to 
warn,  to  alarm,  and  to  lead  (inners  to  repentance,  that  they  may 
fly  from  the  wrath  to  come.  This  is  Dr.  Hammond’s  obferva- 
tion  ;  who  very  properly  remarks,  at  the  fame  time,  that  in  ma¬ 
ny  places  of  this  fort,  as  particularly  in  Pfalrn  cix.  (and  the  fame 
may  be  (aid  of  Pfalrn  Ixix.)  it  is  reafonable  to  refolve,  that  Chrid 
himfelf  lpeaketh  in  the  prophet;  as  being  the  perfon  there  prin¬ 
cipally  concerned,  and  the  completion  mod  flgnal  inrnany  circum- 
dances  there  mentioned  ;  the  fucceffion  efpecialiy  of  Matthias  to 
the  apodlelhip  of  judas.  It  is  true,  that  in  the  citation  made  by 
St.  Peter  from  Pf.  cix.  in  ACls  i.  20.  as  alfo,  in  that  made  by  Sr. 
Paul  from  Pf.  Ixix.  in  Rom.  xi.  9.  the  imperative  form  is  pre- 
ferved  ;  u  let  his  habitation  be  void,”  &c.  let  their  table  be 
“  made  a  fnare;  &c.”  But  it  may  be  confldered  that  the  npodles 
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generally  cited  from  the  Greek  of  the  LXXverfion  ;•  and  took  it 
as  they  found  it,  making  no  alteration,  when  the  paflage,  as  it  there 
flood,  was  fufficient  to  prove  the  main  point  whichlt  was  addu¬ 
ced  to  prove.  If  the  imprecatory  form  be  dill  contended  for, 
all  that  can  be  meant  by  it,  whether  uttered  by  the  Prophet5  by 
Meifiah,  or  by  ourfelves,  mud  be  a  folemn  ratification  of  the  jud 
judgments  of  the  Almighty  againd  his  impenitent  enemies,  like 
what  we  findafcribed  to  the  bletfed  fpirits  in  heaven,  when  fuch 
judgments  were  executed.  Kev.  xi.  17,  18.  xvi.  ^,6,  7.  See 
Merrick’s  Annotations  on  Pf.  cix.  and  Witfii  Milcellan.  Sacr. 
Iub.  I.  Cap.  xviii.  Sefl.  24.  But  by  the  future  rendering  of 
the  verbs,  every  poffible  ofije&ion  is  precluded  at  once.  This 
method  lias  therefore  been  adopted  in  the  enfuing  Commentary. 

Of  the  Pfalms  which  relate  to  If  rael,  fome  are  employed  in  ce¬ 
lebrating  the  mercies  vouchfafed  them,  from  their  going  forth 
out  of  Egypt,  to  their  complete  fettlement  in  Canaan.  1  hefe 
were  the  condant  danding  fubjecls  of  praife  and  thankfgiving  in 
the  Ifraelitifh  church.  But  we  are  taught,  by  the  writers  of  the 
New  Tedament,  to  confider  this  part  of  their  hidory  as  one  con¬ 
tinued  figure,  or  allegory.  We  are  told,  that  there  is  another 
fpiritual  Ifrael  or  God  ;  other  children  of  Abraham,  and  heirs  of 
of  theprornife;  another  circumcifion ;  another  Egypt,  from  the 
bondage  of  which  they  are  redeemed  ;  another  wilderneis,  through 
which  they  journey  ;  other  dangers  and  difficulties,  which  there 
await  them  ;  other  bread  from  heaven,  for  their  fupport ;  and 
another  rock  to  fupply  them  with  living  water  ;  other  enemies  to 
overcome  ;  another  land  of  Canaan,  and  another  Jerufalem,  which 
theyare  to  obtain,  and  to  poffefs  forever.  In  the  fame  light  are 
to  be  viewed  the  various  provocations  and  punifhtnents,  captivi¬ 
ties  and  Federations  of  old  Ilrael  afterwards,  concerning  which 
it  islikewife  true,  that  they  “  happened  unto  them  for  enfam- 
u  pies/’  *  types,  or  figures,  u  and  were  written  for  our  admoniti- 
i(  on.”  f  Care  has  therefore  been  taken,  to  open  and  apply,  for 
that  falutary  purpofe,  the  Plalms  which  treat  of  the  above  men¬ 
tioned  particulars. 

What  is  laid  in  the  Pfalms  occafionally  of  the  law'  and  irs  ce¬ 
remonies,  facrifices,  ablutions,  and  purifications;  of  the  taberna¬ 
cle  and  temple,  with  the  fervices  therein  performed  ;  and  of  the 
Aaronical  priedhood  ;  all  this  Chridians  transfer  to  the  new  law; 
to  the  oblation  of  Chrid;  to  jollification  by  his  blood,  and  fancfti- 
fication  by  his  Spirit  ;  to  the  true  tabernacle,  or  temple,  not  made 
with  hands;  and  to  what  was  therein  done  for  the  lalvation  of 
the  world,  by  Him  who  was,  in  one  Felpect,  a  Sacrifice  ;  in  ano¬ 
ther,  a  Temple  ;  and  in  a  third,  an  High  Pried  for  ever,  after 
the  order  of  Melchifedek.  1  hat  fuch  was  the  intention  of  thefe 
legal  figures,  is  declared  at  large  in  the  Epidle  to  the  Hebrews  ;, 

*  Or.  I  1  Cor.  x.  11. 
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&m3  they  are  of  great  afliftance  to  us  now,  in  forming  our  ideas  of 
the  realities  to  which  they  correfpond.  u  Under  the  Jewifh 
u  oeconomy,”  fays  the  excellent  Mr.  Pafcal,  “  truth  appeared  but 
<(  in  figure;  in  heaven  it  isopen,  and  without  a  veil;  in  the 
li  church  militant  it  is  fo  veiled,  as  robe  yet  dilcerned  by  its  cor* 

refpotidence  totlie  figure.  As  the  figure  was  firlt  built  upon 
<i  the  truth,  fo  the  truth  is  now  diftinguifhable  by  the  figure. 

The  variety  of  flrong  exprellions  ufetj  by  David,  in  the  nine., 
teenth,  and  the  hundred  and  nineteenth  Pfalins,  to  extol  the  eiu 
livening,  faving,  healing,  comforting  efficacy  of  a  law,  which,  in 
the  letter  of  it,  whether  ceremonial  or  moral,  without  pardon  and 
grace,  could  minister  nothing  but  condemnation,  do  lufficiently 
prove,  that  David  underftood  the  fpirit  of  it,  which  wasthe  Gol-  -f- 
pel  itfelf  *.  And  if  any,  who  recited  thofePfalms,  had  not  the  fame 
idea,  it  was  not  the  fault  of  the  Law,  or  of  the  P  la  bus,  of  Mofes, 
or  of  David,  or  of  him  who  infpired  both,  but  it  was  rheir  own  ; 
as  it  is  that  of  the  Jews,  at  this  hour,  though  their  prophecies 
have  now  been  fulfilled,  and  their  types  realized.  cc  He  that 
<c  takes  hiseltimate  of  rhe  Jewiffi  religion  from  the  grohhefs  of 
u  the  Jewifh  multitude, as  the  laft  cited  author  obferves, u  can- 
“  not  fail  of  making  a  very  wrong  judgment.  It  is  to  be  fought 
u  for  in  the  facred  writings  of  the  prophets,  who  have  given  us 
ci  fuffijient  affurance,  that  they  underflood  the  law  not  according 
<c  to  the  letter,.  Our  religion,  in  like  manner,  is  true  and  divine 
“  in  the  gofpels,  and  in  the  preaching  of  the  apoittes ;  but  it  ap- 
ce  pears  utterly  disfigured  in  thofe  who  maim  or  corrupt  it.;> 

Belides  the  figures  fupplied  by  the  children  of  Ifrael,  and  by 
the  law,  there  is  another  fet  of  images  often  employed  in  the 
Pfalms,  to  defer  ibe  the  bleffings  of  Redemption.  1  heleare  bor¬ 
rowed  from  the  natural  world,  the  manner  of  its  original  pro¬ 
duction,  and  the  operations  continually  carried  on  in  it.  T  he  vi- 

*  Hasc  inter,  veri  et  fpirituales  Judrei ,  hoc  eft,  ante  Chriftum  Chrifti  difei- 
puli,  altiora  cogitabant,  et  rerum  cseleftium  Sacramenta  veneratf,  novam 
Jerufalem,  novum  Templum,  novam arcam  intuebantur.  Boffuet,  Difiertat-  in 
Pfal.  Cap.  i. — Lex,  juxta  Spiritum  accepta,  ipfum  erat  Evangelium,  fub 
veteribus  figuris  delitefcens,  et  ceremoniarum  velis  obtedfum,  ab  ipfo  quideni 
Mofe  (imprimis  in  Deuteronomio)  aliquatenus  et  pro  temporum  ratione 
explicatum,  a  Prophetis  vero  fuccedentibus  (ut  vifum  eft  Divinas  Sapiential) 
dilucidius  oftenfum,  demum  a  Chrifto  et  Apoftolis  pleniflime  ot  luce  ipfo  Sole 
elariori  patefadlum.  Bulli  Opera  per  Grabe,  p.  614  -—If  the  Jews,  as  our 
Saviour  tells  them,  “  thought  they  had  eternal  life  in  their  feriptures,”  they 
mull  needs  have  underftood  them  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe  :  and  I  know  rot  what 
other  fpiritual  fenfe,  that  (hould  lead  them  to  the  expectation  of  eternal  life, 
they  could  put  on  their  Scriptures,  but  that  prophetic  or  typical  fenfe,  which 
refpefled  the  Meftiah.  fefus  exprefsly  afferts,  at  the  lame  time,  that  their 
44  Scriptures  teftified  of  him.1’  How  generally  they  did  lo,  he  explained  at 
large,  in  that  remarkable  converfation  with  two  of  his  difciples  after  his  re- 
furreclion ;  when  “  beginning  at  “  JVIofes  and  all  the  prophets,  he  expound¬ 
ed  unto  them  in  all  the  Scriptures  the  things  concerning  himfelf.”  Hurd's 
sljitrod.  to  the  ftudy  of  the  Prophecies,  Serm .  ii* 
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lible  works  of  God  are  formed  to  lead  us,  under  the  direction  of 
ins  ord,  to  a  knowledge  of  thofe  which  are  iuvifible;  they 
•"lve  u*  :deas>  by  analogy,  of  a  new  creation  rifing  gradualiv  like 
the  old  one,  out  of  darknefs  and  deformity,  until  at  length  it  ar- 
nves  at  the  perfeftion  of  g’ory  and  beauty  :  fo  that  while  we 
piade  toe  Lord  for  all  the  wonders  of  his  power,  wifdom,  and 
ove,  'hfpiayed  iti  a  fyftem  which  is  to  wax  old  and  peri  fit  we 
may  therein  contemplate,  as  in  a  glafs,  thofe  new  heavens,  and  that 
new  earth,  ol  whole  duration  there  fitall  be  noend.’*  The  fun 
that  fountain  of  life,  and  heart  of  the  world,  that  bright  leader 
ot  the  armies  of  heaven,  enthroned  in  glorious  majefty ;  the  moon 
tinning  with  a  lufixe  borrowed  from  his  beams  ;  the  ftars  glit- 
ten:ig  by  night  in  the  dear  firmament  ;  the  air  giving  breath  to 
ail  things  that  live  and  move  ;  the  interchangesof  light  and  dark- 
ne  s  ’  t  ,e  courle  oi  the  year,  and  the  fweet  vicifiitudeof  leafons; 
tlie  ram  and  the  dew  defcending  from  above,  and  the  fruitful! 
neis  o,  the  earth  caufed  by  them  ;  the  bow  bent  by  the  hands  of 
the  molt  High,  which  compaffeth  the  heaven  about  with  a  g!0- 
1  ions  circle  ;  tiie  awful  voice  of  thunder,  and  the  piercing  power 
of  lightning;  the  inltmcts  of  animals, f  and  the  qualities  of  ve¬ 
getables  and  minerals;  the  great  and  wide  fea,  witli  its  unnum¬ 
bered  innapitants  ;  all  thele  are  ready  to  inftruci  us  in  the  myf. 
£enes  or  faith,  and  the  duties  of  morality. 

1  hey  fpeak  their  Maker  as  they  can, 

But  want  and  aik  the  tongue  of  man. 

PARNEL. 

*  Read  nature  :  nature  is  a  friend  to  truth  ; 

Nature  is  Chridian,  preaches  to  mankind  ; 

And  bids  dead  matter  aid  us  in  our  creed. 

Young. 

f  “  1  believe  a  good  natural  philofopher  might  fhsw,  with  great  reafon 
£i  anc^  probability,  that  there  is  fcarce  bead,  bird,  reptile,  or  infed,  that  does 
<c  not;  ‘n  C3C^  Particular  climate,  inftrucd  and  admonifli  mankind  of  fome  ne- 
“  ceflury  truth,  for  their  happinds  either  in  body  or  mind.”  Dr.  Cheyne's 
Pnilofophical  Conjectures  on  the  preference  of  vegetable  food.  p.  73.  That 
which  a  celebrated  writer  has  often  obferved  concerning  a  Poet,  may,  perhaps 
he  equally  applicable  to  a  divine--  '*  To  him  nothing  can  be  ufelefs.  What- 
ev^r  *-s  beautiful  and  whatever  is  dreadful,  fliould  be  familiar  to  his  imagi- 
“  nation  :  he  fliould  be  converfant  with  all  that  isawfu'ly  vafl,  or  elegantly 
“  lltcle-  1  he  p’ants  of  the  garden,  the  animals  of  the  wood,  the  minerals  of 
the  earth,  and  meteors  of  the  fky,  fliould  all  concur  to  ltore  his  mind  with 
int  xhauflible  variety;  for  every  idea  isufeful  for  the  inforcement  or  decoration 
of  moiai  cfr  religious  truth  ;  and  he,  wlio  knows  mod,  will  have  mod  power 
of  divet  Tying  his  fames,  and  of  gratifying  his  reader  with  remote  allufions, 
and  unexpeded  indrudlon-  By  him  therefore  no  kind  of  knowledge  fliould 
£c  he  overlooked.  He  fliould  range  mountains  and  defertsfor  images  and  re- 
“  femblances,  and  picture  upon  his  mind  every  tree  of  the  fored,  and  flower  of 
tl  the  valley  ;  the  crags  of  the  rock,  and  the  mazes  of  the  dream.”  Rasselas 
Chap.  s.  The  reader  may  fee  this  exemplified  in  fome  “  Difquifitions  on  Se- 
“  Subjects  of  Scripture,”  by  my  worthy  friend,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Jones, 
whofe  labours  make  it  evident,  that  true  Philofophy,  will  ever  he  the  hand¬ 
maid  of  true  divinity. 
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The  advantages  of  MefFialTs  reign  are  reprefented  in  feme 
of  the  Pfalms,  under  images  of  this  kind.  We  behold  a  reno¬ 
vation  of  all  things,  and  the  world,  as  it  were,  new  created, 
breaks  forth  into  bilging.  The  earth  is  crowned  with  hidden 
verdure  and  fertility;  the  field  is  joyful,  and  all  that  is  in  it;  the 
wood  rejoice  before  the  Lord  ,  the  floods  clap  their  hands  in  con¬ 
cert,  and  ocean  fills  up  the  mighty  chorus,  to  celebrate  the  advent 
of  the  great  King. 

Similar  to  thefe,  are  the  reprefentations  of  fpiritual  mercies 
by  temporal  deliverances  from  licknefs,  prifon,  danger  of  perill¬ 
ing  in  florins  at  fea,  and  from  the  f'undry  kinds  of  calamity  and 
death,  to  which  the  body  of  man  is  fubject  ;  as  alfo  by  fee nes  of 
domestic  felicity,  and  by  the  flourifhing ita te  of  well  ordered  com¬ 
munities,  efpecially  that  of  Ifrael  in  Canaan,  which,  while  the  be¬ 
nediction  of  Jehovah  refled  upon  it,  was  a  picture  of  heaven  it- 
felf. — -The  foregoing  and  every  other  fpecies  of  the  facred  ima¬ 
gery,  it  there  be  any  other  not  hitherto  included,  it  hath  been 
the  author’s  main  endeavour  to  illufirate.  And  a  view  of  w  hat 
is  done  in  this  way,  will,  it  is  humbly  hoped,  afford  forne  reafon 
to  think  there  may  not  be  that  necefiary  connection,  which  a 
late  noble  writer  has  been  pleafed  to  fuppoie,  betw  een  devotion 
and  dulness. 

Ihe  Pfalms,  which  remain,  are  fuch  as  treat,  in  plain  terms, 
without  figures  or  examples,  of  wifdom  and  folly, righteoufnels 
and  fin;  the  happinefs  produced  by  one,  and  the  mif’ery  cauled 
by  the  otiier  ;  of  particular  virtues  and  vices  ;  of  the  vanity  of 
human  life;  of  the  attributes  of  God  ;  of  that  patience  with  which 
the  faithful  fhould  1  earn  to  bear  the  fight  of  wickednefs  triumphant, 
in  this  world,  looking  forward  to  the  day  of  final  retribution; 
and  fubjeds  of  tlie  like  nature.  As  Pfalms  of  this  kind  call  for 
little  in  the  expofitory  way,  the  general  doCtrines  or  precepts 
implied  in  them,  or  fuggefled  by  them,  are  drawn  forth  in  fhort 
reflections,  attempted  after  the  manner  of  thofe  made  by  father 
Qjiefnel  on  each  verfeof  the  New  Teflament.  The  opportuni¬ 
ty  of  doing  this,  where  nothing  elfe  Teemed  to  be  required,  and 
indeed  of  doing,  upon  every  occafion,  what  did  feem  to  be  re¬ 
quired  in  any  way,  was  the  reafon  for  throwing  the  work  into  its 
prefent  form,  rather  than  that  of  a  paraphrafe,  or  any  other. 
Some  repetitions,  in  a  performance  of  this  fort,  are  unavoidable. 
But  a  commentary  on  the  hook  of  Pfalms  is  not  to  be  read  all  at 
once*;  and  it  was  thought  better  to  give  the  expofition  of  each 
Pfalrn  complete  in  itfelf,  than  to  refer  the  reader  elfewhere ; 

The  moft  profitable  way  of  reading  it,  perhaps,  would  he,  by  fmall  por¬ 
tions,  often  reviewing  the  text  and  the  comment,  and  comparing  them  care¬ 
fully  together;  at  times  when  the  mind  is  mofi  free,  vacant,  and  calm  ;  in  the 
morning,  more  efpeeially,  to  prepare  and  fortify  it  for  the  bufinefs  of  the  day  ; 
and  in  the  evening,  to  recompofe,  and  fet  in  order,  for  the  approaching  feafon 
of  reft.  ,  •  -  v  ■  ■  ■  . .  «•  ■ 
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w-uch,  therefore,  is  only  done,  when  paffages  of  a  confiderable 
iengtn  occur  m  two  Pfalms,  without  any  material  difference 

huch  is  tiie  method  the  author  has  taken,  fuch  the  authorities 
upon  which  he  has  proceeded,  and  fuch  the  rules  by  which  he 
has  directed  himfelf.  it  confiftency  and  uniformity  in  the  com¬ 
ment  have  been  tne  reiuit,  they  will  afford,  it  is  hoped,  no  con¬ 
temptible  argument  on  its  behalf;  ftnce  it  is  fcarce  poffible  to 
expound  unitoroily,  on  an  erroneous  plan,  fo  great  a  variety  of 
figurative  language,  as  is  to  he  found  in  the  book  of  Pfalms.* 

x^et  us  tfop,  tor  a  moment,  to  contemplate  the  true  character 
Oi  tnele  lacred  hymns. 

Greatnefs  confers  no  exemption  from  the  cares  and  form ws 
of  tife.  its  lhare  of  them  frequently  hears  a  melancholy  pro- 
poi  tion  to  its  exaltation.  i  his  the  Ifraelitifh  monarch  experi¬ 
enced.  He  fought  in  piety  that  peace  which  he  could  not  find 

empire,  and  alleviated  the  difquietudes  of  flare  with  the  ex- 
ercifes  of  devotion. 

a^is  invaluable  Pfalms  convey  thofe  comforts  to  others,  which 
they  afforded  to  himfelf.  Compofed  upon  particular  occafions, 
yet  deligned  for  general  ufe  ;  delivered  out  as  fervices  for  If- 
iaeiiv.es  under  the  law,  yet  no  lefs  adapted  to  the  cirrumftances 
or  Chriffians  under  the  Gofpel ;  they  prefent  religion  to  us  in 
the  molt  engaging  drefs  ;  communicating  truths  which  philofo- 
pny  could  never  inveftigate,  in  a  ftyle  which  poet  ry  can  never 
equal ;  while  hiftury  is  made  the  vehicle  of  Prophecy,  and  Cre¬ 
ation  lends  all  its  charms  to  paint  the  glories  of  Redemption. 
Calculated  alike  to  profit,  and  to  pleale,  they  inform  the  under- 
f landing,  elevate  the  affections,  and  entertain  the  imagination, 
jndited  under  the  influence  of  Him,  to  whom  all  hearts  are 
known,  and  all  events  foreknown,  they  fuit  mankind  in  all  fitu- 
ations,  grateful  as  the  manna  which  depended  from  above,  and 
conformed  itfelf  to  every  palate.  The  faired  productions  of 
human  wit,  after  a  few  perufals,  like  gathered  flowers,  wither 
in  our  hands,  and  lofe  their  fragrancy  ;  but  thefe  unfading  plants 
of  paradife  become,  as  we  are  accultomed  to  them,  (till  more 

*  The  ftudent  in  Theology,  who  is  defirous  for  farther  information  upon  a 
fubjedl  fo  curious,  fo  entertaining,  and  fo  intereflirig,  as  that  of  the  figurative 
language  of  Scripture,  the  principles  on  which  it  is  founded,  and  the  belt  rule 
to  be  obferved  in  the  fober  and  rational  interpretation  of  it,  may  find  fatisfac- 
fcion,  by  confulting  the  following  authors — 

Lowth’s  Preface  to  his  commentary  on  the  Prophets. 

JLowth  Prasle^t.  de  Sacr.  Poef.  Heb.  Prseiedb  iv. — xii. 

PafcaFs  Thoughts.  Se<5L  x  ~~ xiv. 

Hurd's  Introd.  to  the  fludy  of  the  prophecies.  Serm.  ii.  iii.  iv. 

Vitringa  Obfervat.  Sacr.  Lib.  vi.  Cap.  xx.  et  Lib  vii. 

- — — - Praefat.  ad  Comment,  in  Jefaiam. 

Glaffii  Philologia  Sacr.  Lib.  ii. 

Witfii  Mifcellan.  Sacra.  Tom.  1.  Lib.  iii.  Cap.  iii.  Lib.  ii.  Diflert.  i.ii#  CEco- 
uom.  Feed.  Lib.  iy.  Cap.  vi— x. 

WaterlanTs  General  Preface  to  Script  ure  vindicated* 

and 
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and  more  beautiful ;  their  bloom  appears  to  be  daily  heighten¬ 
ed  ;  frefh  odours  are  emitted,  and  new  fvveets  extraded  from 
them.  He  who  hath  once  tailed  their  excellencies,  will  defire 
to  tafte  them  again;  and  he  who  taftes  them  ofteneft,  will  re- 
lifh  them  beft. 

And  now,  could  the  author  flatter  himfelf,  that  any  one 
would  take  half  the  pleafure  in  reading  the  following  expoliti- 
on,  which  he  hath  taken  in  writing  it,  he  would  not  fear  the 
lofs  of  his  labour.  The  employment  detached  him  from  the 
buflle  and  hurry  of  life,  the  din  of  politics,  and  the  noife  of  fol¬ 
ly  ;  vanity  and  vexation  flew  away  for  a  feafon,  care  and  dif- 
quietude  came  not  near  his  dwelling.  He  arofe,  frefh  as  the 
morning,  to  his  talk ;  the  filence  of  the  night  invited  him  to 
purfiie  it ;  and  he  can  truly  fay,  that  food  and  reft  were  not 
preferred  before  it.  Every  Pfalm  improved  infinitely  upon  his 
acquaintance  with  it,  and  no  one  gave  him  uneafmefs  but  the 
laft  ;  for  then  he  grieved  that  his  work  was  done.  Happier 
hours  than  thole  which  have  been  fpent  on  thefe  meditations  on 
the  Songs  of  Sion,  he  never  expeCts  to  fee  in  this  world.  Ve¬ 
ry  pleafantly  did  they  pafs,  and  moved  fmoothly  and  fwiftly 
along:  for,  when  thus  engaged,  he  counted  no  time.  They 
are  gone,  but  have  left  a  relifh  and  a  fragrance  upon  the 
mind,  and  the  remembrance  of  them  is  fweet. 

—  But,  alas,  thefe  are  the  fond  effufions  of  parental  tender- 
nefs.  Others  will  view  the  production  with  very  different  eyes, 
and  the  harfh  voice  of  inexorable  criticifm  will  too  loon  awaken 
him  from  his  pleafing  dream.  He  is  not  inlenlible,  that  many 
learned  and  £ood  men,  whom  he  does  not  therefore  value  and  re- 
fpecl  thelefs,  have  conceived  ftrong  prejudices  againft  the  fcheme 
of  interpretation  here  purfued  ;  and  he  knows  how  little  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  modern  Chriftians  have  been  accuftomed  to  fpecula- 
tions  of  this  kind  ;  which  it  may  likewife,  perhaps,  be  Hid,  will 
give  occafion  to  the  feoffs  of  our  adverfaries,  the  Jews,  and  the 
Deifts.  Yet,  if  in  the  preceding  pages  it  hath  been  made  to 
appear,  that  the  application  of  the  Pfalms  to  evangelical  fubjedls 
times,  and  circumftances,  (lands  upon  firm  ground  ;  that  it  may 
be  profecuted  upon  a  regular  and  confident  plan  ;  and  that  it  is 
not  only  expedient,  but  even  neceflary,  to  render  the  ufe  of 
them  in  our  devotions  rational  and  profitable  ;  will  it  be  pre- 
fumpeion  in  him  to  hope,  that  upon  a  calm  and  difpaffionate  re¬ 
view  of  the  matter,  prejudices  may  jfubfide,  and  be  done  away  2 
If  men,  in  thefe  days,  have  not  been  accuftomed  to  fuch  con¬ 
templations,  is  it  not  high  time  they  Ihould  become  fo  ?  Can 
they  begin  too  foon  to  lfudy,  and  make  themfclves  mafters  of 
a  fsience,  which  promifes  to  its  votaries  fo  much  entertainment, 
as  well  as  improvement ;  which  recommends  the  Scriptures  to 
perfons  of  true  tafte  and  genius,  as  books  intended  equally  for 

our 
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°Tade,1pllt,land  ln{lrudlon’  which  demonftrates  the  ways  of 
ceieitial  Wfifdom  to  be  ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and  all  her  paths 
to  be  peace  indeed!  From  the  mod:  fiober,  deliberate  and  at  ten 
tive  turyey  of  the  lentiment  which  prevailed,  upon  this  point 

3n  t  le  ^  a£es  ^ie  church,  when  the  apoftolical  method  of 
cuing  and  expounding  the  Pfalms  was  frefh  upon  the  minds  of 
meir  followers,  the  author  cannot  but  be  confident,  that  his 
Commentary,  if  it  had  then  made  its  appearance,  would  have 
been  univerially  received  and  approved,  as  to  the  general  de- 
iign  of  it,  by  the  whole  Chriftian  world.  And  however  the 
Jews,  in  their  prefen t  date  of  alienation  and  unbelief,  may 
reject  and  let  at  nought  finch  applications  of  their  Scriptures 
to  our  Mehta h,  and  his  chofen  people,  as  they  certainly  will 
'do;  he  is  not  lefs  confident,  that,  whenever  the  happy  and 
glorious  day  of  their  converfion  fhal!  come,  and  tlie  veil  lhall 
be  taken  from  tneir  hearts,  they  will  behold  the  JP falter  in  that 
fight,  in  which  he  has  endeavoured  to  place  it.*  As  to  the 
Deuls,  they,  while  they  continue  luch,  can  have  neither  lot 
nor  pare  it)  this  matter  ;  for  giving  no  credit  to  the  Scripture 
account  of  things,  either  in  the  Old  Teftament,  or  the  New,  to 
d if courfe  with  them  concerning  a  connection  and  analogy  jfub- 
fifimg  between  the  one  and  the  other,  is  to  reafon  abouT a  fifth 
ienle  with  a  man  who  has  o  ily  four.  For  the  conviction  both 
or  the  Jews  and  Debts,  other  arguments  are  to  be  urged  ;  ar¬ 
guments  from  undeniable  miracles  openly  wrought,  and  plain 
prophecies  literally  fulfilled.  Such  proofs  are  u  for  them  that  be- 
lieYe  uotF?  And  filch  have  been  repeatedly  urged,  in  their 
full  force,  by  many  able  champions,  who  have  ftood  forth  (fuc- 
cefs  evermore  attend  their  labours!)  in  defence  of  the  Evidences 
of  Chriftianity.  Expofitions  and  meditations,  like  thofe  in  the 
fubfequent  pages,  ferve  not,  nor  are  intended  to  ferve,  u  for  them 
who  believe  not,  but  for  them  who  believe;77  J  who  wfillex- 


*  “  If  this  appear  to  be  the  cafe  in  fo  many  of  the  Pfalms  (namely  that 
“  they  are  predidive  of  Meffiah,)  how  flrongly  does  it  jaftify  our  Lord’s  ap- 
“  peal  to  them,  as  treating  of  Him?  And  what  a  noble  argument  may  hence 
<k  arife,  for  the  conviction  and  converfion  of  that  extraordinary  people,  to 
“  whom  they  were  originally  communicated,  when  once  the  veily  that  is  on 
“  their  hearts,  Jhall  be  taken  anvay,  as  by  the  fame  fpirit  of  prophecy  we  are  af- 
lured  it  mail!  The  Bifhop  of  Carliile’s  Theory  of  Religion ,  P.  176,  6th. 
edit.  Witn  what  tranfports  of  zeal  and  devotion,  of  faith  and  love,  will  they 
recite  thefe  holy  hymns,  in  the  day  when  the  whole  body  of  the  Jews,  return¬ 
ing  to  the  Lord  their  God,  fhall  acknowledge  their  unparalleled  crime  in  the 
murder  of  their  King,  and  their  penitential  forrow  for  the  fame,  perhaps  ,as 
his  Lordfliip  intimates,  in  the  words  of  the  fifty-firft  Pfalm;  “  deliver  me 
“  from  b  ood-guiltinefs,  O  God,  thou  God  of  my  falvation;  and  my  tongue  fhall 
“  fing  aloud  of  thy  righteoulnefs.  O  Lord  open  thou  my  lips,  and  my  mouth 
“  fnall  fhew  forth  thy  praife.  For  thou  defireft  not  facrifice,  elfe  would  I 
“give  it;  thou  delighteft  not  in  burnt-offering.  The  facrifices  of  God  are  a 
“  broken  fpirit ;  a  broken  and  contrite  heart,  O  God,  thou  wilt  not  defpife. 
“  O  do  good  in  thy  good  pleafure  to  Zion;  build  thou  the  walls  of  Jerufa- 
“lem!’ 

f  i  Cor.  xiv.  -  ercife 
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ercife  their  faculties  in  difcerning  and  contemplating  the  my  Se¬ 
ries  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  who  are  going  on  unto  per¬ 
fection  ;  to  increafe  their  faith,  and  inflame  their  charity  :  to  de¬ 
light  them  in  profperity,  to  comfort  them  in  adverfity,  to  edify 
them  at  all  times.  Such  effects,  the  author  doubts  not,  will  be 
experienced  by  believers,  who  will  read  his  book  with  an  honed 
and  good  heart,  with  ferioufnefs  and  attention  ;  for  though  he 
humbly  trulls  it  will  not  be  deemed  altogether  unworthy  a 
place  in  the  libraries  of  the  learned,  he  builds  chiefly  on  that 
approbation  which  he  is  folicitous  it  lhould  receive  in  the  clofets 
of  the  devout;  as  confidering,  that  it  is  love,  heavenly  love, 
which  <c  never  faileth  ;  but  whether  there  be  prophecies,  they 
<(  fhall  fail;  whether  there  be  tongues,  they  fhall  ceale ;  whe¬ 
ther  there  be  knowledge,  it  fhall  vanifh  away.  For  we  know  in 
part,  and  we  propheiy  in  part;  but  when  that  which  is  per- 
“  fed!  is  come,  then  that  which  is  in  part  fhall  be  done  a- 
“  way.”  A  They  who  find  not  the  willied  for  fatisfadlion 
in  one  portion,  will  And  it  in  another  ;  they  who  difapprove  of 
an  interpretation  at  the  firfl:  reading,  may,  perhaps,  approve  of 
it  at  the  lecond  ;  and  they  who  fliil  continue  to  difapprove  of 
fome  particulars,  will  not  therefore  difdain  to  accept  the  Lene- 
fit  of  the  rell.  He  has  written  to  gratify  no  feed  or  party,  but 
for  the  common  fervice  of  all  who  call  on  the  name  of  Jesus, 
wherefoever  difperfed,  and  however  didreffed,  upon  the  earth. 
When  he  views  the  innumerable  unhappy  differences  among 
Chridians,  all  of  whom  are  equally  oppreffed  with  the  cares  and 
calamities  of  life,  he  often  calls  to  mind  thofe  beautiful  and  af¬ 
fecting  words,  which  Milton  reprefents  Adam  as  addreffmg  to 
Eve,  after  they  had  wearied  themfelves  with  mutual  complaints 
and  accufations  of  each  other — 

But  rife;  let  us  no  more  contend,  nor  blame 
Each  other,  blam’d  enough  elfewhere  ;  but  drive 
In  offices  of  love,  how  we  may  lighten 
Each  other’s  burden  in  our  fhare  of  w;oc. 

B.  x.  V.  958. 

Enough  has  been  given  to  the  arts  of  controverfy.  Let  fome- 
thing  be  given  to  the  dudies  of  piety  and  a  holy  life.  If  we 
can  once  unite  in  thefe,  our  tempers  may  be  better  difpofed  to 
unite  in  dodrine.  When  we  fhall  be  duly  prepared  to  receive  ir, 
“God  may  reveal  even  this  unto  us.”  To  increafe  the  number 
of  difputes  among  us,  is,  therefore,  by  no  means  the  intent  of  this 
publication.  The  author,  having,  for  many  years,  accuflomed 
himfelf  to  conflder  and  apply  the  Pfalms,  while  he  recited  them 
according  to  the  method  now  laid  down,  has  never  failed  to  ex- 
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penence  the  unfpeakable  benefit  of  it,  both  in  public  and  in  prt- 
ate;  an(j  would  vvtlh,  mt  fo  plea  fed  God,  that  death  might 
iinci  him  employed  in  meditations  of  this  kind.*  He  has  like- 
wife  frequently  taken  occafion,  in  the  courfe  of  his  miniftry  to 

explam  a  i  falro,  upon  the  fame  plan,  from  the  pulpit;  and  when- 

.  Ver  ?  las  one  fo,  whether  tne  audience  were  learned  or  un- 
earnc  ,  po  ite  or  t  uftic,  he  has  generally  had  the  happinefs  to 

i  «  C  '  v?,ur  e’  111  an  efPeci;|l  manner,  noticed  and  remember- 
ed.  But  ft  ill  many  may  be  of  a  different  opinion,  who  may  con- 
lcientioufly  believe  the  doftnnes,  and  praftife  the  duties  of  the 
Golpel  whether  they  fee  them  fliadowed  out  in  the  Pfalms,  or 
not.  Such  will  enjoy  their  own  liberty,  and  permit  their  bre- 
t  i  en  to  c  o  t  le  fame.  Or,  if  they  fhallthink  itnecceffary  to  take 
up  die  polemical  pen,  he  defires  only  to  receive  that  treatment, 
wnich  he  has  himfelf  fliewn  to  every  writer,  cited,  or  referred 

0  J  I1'11 1  *  of  engaging  in  a  tedious,  and,  perhaps,  un¬ 

profitable  altercation  upon  the  fubjedl,  he  feels  himfelf,  at  pre- 
ient,  much  rather  inclined,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  to  follow,  at  his  pro¬ 
per  entrance,  the  amiable  example  of  his  greatly  refpefted  Dio- 
celan,  who  reprinted  in  England  the  ohjedions  made  by  a  fo¬ 
reign  rrofeiror  to  fome  parts  of  his  Ledures  on  the  Hebrew  po- 
etiy,  and  left  the  Public  to  form  its  own  judgment  between 
tiem.J  rom  that  Public,  the  author  of  the  following;  work  is 
now  to  expert  the  determination  of  his  fate.  Should  its  fentence 
be  in  his  disfavour,  nothing  farther  remains  to  befaid,  than  that 
he  has  honefily  and  faithfully  endeavoured  to  ferve  it,  to  the  ut- 
inoft  of  his  power,  in  the  way,  in  which  he  thought  himfelf  beft 
able;  and  to  give  the  world  fome  account  of  that  time,  and  thofe 
oppoi  tunities,  which,  by  the  Providence  of  a  gracious  God,  and 
t  e  munificence  of  a  pious  Founder,  he  has  long  enjoyed,  in  the 
happy  retirement  of  a  College. 

\  a 

i  j  ^  a  wor]d  of  t5mef  ’  the  learned  Salmafius,  on  his  death- 

and  Paui7s  m°le’  1  W°Uld  readinS  David’s  Pfalms, 

+  Detur  igitur  erratis  meis  venia  :  Ipfe  demum  exemplo  meo  mihi  profim, 
qui  neminem  eorum,  a  quihus  diifenfcrim,  contumeliis  affeci ;  qui  non,  vitio 
Criticorum,  in  diverfse  lententias  propugnatores  acriter  invedlus  lum;  quide- 
mque  earn  veniam  antecefforibus  meis  libens  tribui,  quam  ab  iis,  qui  hac  in 

manus  fumturi  Tint,  velim  impetrare.  Pearce  in  Prafat.  ad  edit.  Cic.  de 
Oratore. 

4  f  “  jn  his  fi  qua  funt  quae  mihi  minus  perfuafit  Vir  Clariflimus,  ea  malui  hoc 
modo  Jibero  Ledlorum  noftrorum  judicio  permittere,  quam  in  difeeptatio- 
nem  et  controverfiam,  injucundam,  et  fortaffe  infrudluofam,  vocare  *' 
Lowth,  in  Prafat-  ad  edit,  adam  Praledt.  de  Sacra  Poefi  Kebrseorum.— 
Authors  fhould  avoid,  as  much  as  they  can/’  fays  another  very  learned  cri¬ 
tic,  u  rephes  and  rejoinders,  the  ufual  confequenccs  of  which  are,  lofs  of  time, 

“  and  iofs  of  temper.  Happy  is  he  who  is  engaged  in  controverly  with  his 
“  own  paffions,  and  comes  offfuperior;  who  makes  it  his  endeavour,  that  his 
‘‘follies  and  weakneffes  may  die  before  him,  and  who  daily  meditates  on 

ni,012al'ty  and  ^mortality/’  Jortin's  Preface  to  his  Remarks  on  Ecclefiaf- 
tical  Hiltory.  p.  xxxiv.  Iha" 


That  the  Reader  may  the  more  eafily  turn  to  fuch  Pfalms  as  will 
belt  fuit  the  prefent  ftate  of  his  mind,  according  to  the  dif¬ 
ferent  circuinftances,  whether  external  or  internal,  into  which, 
by  the  changes  and  chances  of  life,  or  the  variations  of  tem¬ 
per  and  dil'pofition,  he  may,  at  any  time,  be  thrown,  the  com¬ 
mon  Table  of  Pfalms,  clafled  under  their  feveral  fubje£ls,  is 
here  fubjoined. 


Pr  A  V  E  R  S. 

f.  Prayers  for  Pardon  of  Sin.  Pfalm 
6,  25,38,  51,  130.  Pfalms  ftyled 
Penitential  6,  32,  38,  5 1,  102,  I30, 
143- 

II.  Prayers  compofed  when  the 
Pfa  mill  was  deprived  of  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  the  public  exercife  of  re¬ 
ligion  Pfalm  4^,41,63,84. 

III.  Pray  ers  wherein  the  Pfalmift 
feems  extremely  dejected,  though 
not  totally  deprived  of  Confolation 
under  his  Afflictions  Pfalm  13,  2  2, 
69,  77,  88,  143. 

IV.  Pray  ers  wherein  the  Pfalmiftalk- 
eth  help  of  God,  in  confideration 
of  his  own  integrity,  and  the  Up- 
rightnefs  of  his  caufe.  Pfalm  7,  17, 
26,  35* 

V.  Prayers  exprefflng  the  firmed 
Truft  and  confidence  in  God  un¬ 
der  Afflitions.  Pfalm,  3,  16,  27, 

3G  54,  56,  57,  61,  62,  71,  86. 

VI.  Prayers  compofed  when  the  peor 
pie  of  God  were  under  affliction  or 
Perfecution.  Pfalm  44,  60,  74,  79, 
80,  83,  89,  94,  102, 123,  137. 

VII.  The  following  are  likewife 
Prayers  in  time  of  trouble  and  af¬ 
fliction.  Pfalm  4,5,  II,  28,  41,  55, 
59,  64,  70,  109,  120,  I40,  141, 
142. 

VIII.  Prayers  of  Interceflion.  Pfalm 

20.67.122.132.144. 

Pfalms  of  Thankfgiving. 

I.  Thankfgivings  for  Mercies  vouch- 
fafed  to  particular  perfons.  Pfalm 
9, 18,  22,  30,  34,  40,  75,  103,  108 

116. 118. 138. 144. 

II.  ‘Thankfgivings  for  Mercies  vouch- 
fafed  to  the  Ifraelites  in  general, 


Pfalm  46,  48,  6 r ,  66.  68,  76,  8r, 
85,98»  I05»  124,  126,  129,  135 
136,149.  . 

Pfalms  of  Praife  and  Adoration,  dif- 
playing  the  Attributes  of  God. 

I,  General  Acknowledgments  of 
God’s  Goodn  fs  and  Mercy ,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  his  care  and  Protection  of 
good  Men.  Pfalm  23,34,  36,91, 

100,  103,  107,  117,  121,  145,  146. 

II.  Pfalms  difplaying  the  Power,  Ma - 
jefy,  Glory ,  and  other  attributes  of' 

the  Divine  Being.  Pfalm  8,  19,  24, 
29,33,  47,  50,  65,  66,76,77,  93, 
9 5,  96,  97,  99.  io4,  113.  ^*4> 
l  <5»  J34,  139.  147.  j48,  150. 

Inftrutive  Pfalms. 

The  different  Charaters  of  Good 
and  Bad  Men;  the  happinefs  of 
the  one,  and  the  miferies  of  the  o- 
ther,  are  reprefented  in  the  fol- 
fowing  Pfalm  I,  5,  7,  9  io,  II, 

12,  14,  15,  17.  24,  2 5,  32,  34,  36, 
37,  50,  52,  53,  58,  73,  75,  84,  91, 
92,94,  112,  119,  121,  125,  127, 
128..  133- 

II.  The  Exce  Hence  of  God’s  Law, 
Pfalm  19,  1 19. 

III.  The  Vanity  of  human  Life, 
Tfalm  39,  49,  90. 

IV.  Advice  to  Magiflrates.  Tfalm 
82,  IOI, 

V.  The  Virtue  of  Humility.  Pfalm 
I3I- 

Pfalms  more  eminently  and  directly 
Prophetical. 

Tfalm  2,16,22,  40,  45,68,  72,  87, 

101,  118. 

Hiftorical  Pfalms, 

Pfalm  78,  105,  jo6f 
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PSALM  I. 


R  G  U  M  E  N  T. 


This  Pfalm,  which  is  generally  looked  upon  by  expositors  as  a 
preface,  or  introdudion  to  the  red,  defcribes  the  bteffednefs 
of  the  Righteous,  confiding,  ver.  l  negatively,  in  their  ab- 
daining  from  lin  ;  fi.  pofitively,  in  holy  meditation  on  the 
Scriptures,  productive  of  continual  growth  in  grace,  which  3. 
is  beautifully  reprelented  under  an  image  borrowed  from  ve¬ 
getation  ;  as  4.  is  the  oppofitedate  of  the  unbelieving  and  un¬ 
godly,  by  a  comparifon  taken  from  the  threfhing  floor .  The 
two  laft  ver.fes  fore  tel  thefinal  iffue  of  things,  with  refpedt  to 
both  good  and  bad  men,  at  the  great  day. 


VER.  1.  Bleffedis  the  man  that  vjalketh  not  in  the  counfel  of  the 
ungodly ,  nor  Jtandeth  in  the  way  of  /inner s,  nor  Jitteth  in  the 
feat  of  the  JcornfuL 

The  Pfalter,  like  the  fermon  on  the  mount,  openeth,  with  a 
u  Beatitude,”  for  our  comfort  and  encouragement,  directing  us 
immediately  to  that  happinefs,  which  all  mankind,  in  different 
ways,  are  feeking,  and  inquiring  after.  All  would  fecure  them- 
feives  from  the  incurfions  of  milery?  but  all  donotconfider,  that 
mifery  is  the  offspring  of  fin,  from  which  it  is  therefore  neceffa- 
ry  to  be  delivered  and  preferved,  in  order  to  become  happy,  or 
u  bleffed.”  The  variety  of  expreflions,  here  ufedby  David,  in- 
timateth  to  us,  that  there  is  a  gradation  in  wickednefs ;  and  that 
he  who  would  not  perlid  in  evil  courfes,  or  commence  a  lcoffer 
at  the  mydery  of  godlinefs,  mud  have  no  fellow fhip  with  bad 
men.:  finceit  is  impoffible  for  any  one,  who  forfakes  the  right 
path,  to  fay,  whither  he  fhall  wander  ;  and  few,  when  they  be¬ 
gin  to  u  walk  in  the  counfel  of  the  ungodly/*  propofe  finally  to 
fit  down  in  the  “  feat  of  the  fcornful.”  O  thou  fecond  Adam, 

who  alone;  fince  the  tranfgreffion  of  the  fil'd,  had  attained  a  fm- 
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He  who  hath  once  brought  hinifelf  to  “  delight”  in  the  Serin 
tures  will  find  no  temptation  to  exchange  thaTpleafure  for  Jl 
which  the  world  or  the  fleih  can  offer  hL  Such  an  one  3 
niakethe  lively  oraclesof  God  his  companions  by  day  and  bv  night 
He  will  have  recourfe  to  them  for  diredion/in  the  brteXd 
cheat  iuj  hours  of  profpenty  ;  to  them  he  will  apply  for  comfort 
til  the  a  ark  and  dreary  feaionsof  adverfity.  The  enemy  when 

advancing  to  the  aflault,  will  always  find  him  well  employed 
and  will  be  received  with--  Get  thee  behind  me  San  i” 
hen  the  law  of  God  is  the  objed  of  our  ftudies  and  meditati 
°ns,  we  are  conformed  to  the  example  of  cur  Redeemer  himfelf 
vvho^asa  man,  while  he  “  increafed  in  ftature,”  increafed  likel 
wi  e  in  vvildom,”  and  grew  powerful  in  the  knowledge  of  the 

3a TcolSrTtl  U,fi!’  Md  .°f  th°fe  Pr°phecies  ^  ^  -s 

lo  acco.nphfh;  fo  tnat,  at  tiveive  years  of  acre,  he  appeared  rn 

«  'nVe  m°re  “n<jentanding  than  all  his  teachers-:  for  the  divine 
tefhmonies  had  been  his  meditation.”  Pf.  cxix.  no. 

3.  And  he  Jhc.ll  be  like  a  tree  planted  by  the  rivers  of  water  that 
lunger  forth  Ins  fruit  in  his  feafon his  leaf  alfo  JbM  not  wither 
and  whatfoever  he  doetb  [hall  proffer .  J  ’ 

By  continual  meditation  in  the  l'acred  writings  a  man  as  natu¬ 
rally  improves  and  advances,  in  holinefs,  asa  “  tree”  thrives  and 
j  ourifhes  in  a  kindly  and  well  watered  foil.  All  the  “  fruits” 

01  nghteoufnefs  (hew  themfelves  at  their  proper  “  feafon  ”  as 
opportunity  calls  for  them  ;  and  his  words,  which  are  to  his’adi 
ons  what  the  -  leaves”  are  to  the  fruit,  fall  not  .o  the  ground’ 
but  are  prof,  table,  as  well  as  ornamental.  Everything  in 
him  and  about  him  ferves  the  purpofe  for  which  it  was  intend. 
m  hls  brethren  are  benefited  by  him,  and  his  Maker  is  g'o, 

rii*e  i  t  i  °W  eminent]y *s  l^'s  lhe  cafe  with  that  tree  of  life 
which  Jehovah  planted  in  the  niidlt  of  his  new  paradife,  by  the 

waters  of  comfort ;  a  tree  which  fprungout  of  the  earth,  but  its 
height  reached  to  heaven,  and  its  breadth  to  the  ends  of  the 
world;  its  fhaoow  is  for  theprotedion,  its  fruit  for  the  fupport 
and  its  leaves  for  the  healing  of  the  nations.  It  flouri/hes  in  im¬ 
mortal  youth,  and  blooms  forever  in  unfading  beauty.  See  Rev. 

XX  11»  2  • 

4.  The  ungodly  are  notfo,  but  are  like  the  chaff,  -which  the  wind 
driveth  away . 

In  the  foregoing  defeription  of  the  righteous,  all  appeared 
ver  ant  and  fruitful,  lovely  and  enduring  ;  but  here,  by  way  of 
contratt,  we  are  prefented  with  nothingbut  what  is  withered  and 
worthleis,  without  form  or  (lability,  blown  about  by  every  wind, 

and 
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and  at  length  finally  difperfed  from  the  face  of  the  earth,  by  the 
breath  of  God’s  diipleafure,  and  driven  into  the  fire  prepared 
for  it.  Such  is  the  date,  fuch  the  lot  of  the  “  ungodly  and 
fo  juitly  are  they  compared  to  “  chaff.” 

5.  Therefore  the  ungodly  Jhall  not  ft  and  In  the  judgment  nor  Jin - 
ners  in  the  congregation  of  the  righteous. 

A  day  is  corning,  when  the  divine  Hufbandman  fhall  appear 
with  his“  fan  in  his  hand,”  and  fhall  “  thoroughly  purge  his 
boor.”  The  wheat,  which  fhall  Hand  the  winnowing  of  that 
day,  will  be  gathered  into  the  celeflial  granary  ;  while  the  chaff 
for  ever  feparated  from  it,  fhall  be  hurried  out  of  the  floor,  and 
carried,  by  a  mighty  whirlwind,  to  its  own  place.  Then  fhall 
there  be  a  “  congregation  of  the  righteous,”  in  which  “  finners 
“  fhall  not  Hand.”  At  prefent,  wheat  and  chafFlie  in  one  floor  ; 
wheat  and  tares  grow  in  one  field  ;  good  and  bad  fifiiesare  com¬ 
prehended  in  one  net ;  good  and  bad  men  are  contained  in  the 
vifibie  church.  Let  us  wait  with  patience  God’s  time  of  repara¬ 
tion. 

6.  For  the  Lord  knoweth  the  zvay  of  the  righteous .-  hut  the  way 
of  the  ungodly  fiall  perifh. 

In  the  prefent  fcene  of  confufion,  we  may  be,  and  often  are, 
deceived  in  the  judgment  we  form  of  men.  But  it  cannot  be  fo 
with  the  Omnifcient.  “  The  foundation  of  God  flandetn  fure, 
“having  this  feal,  The  Lord  knoweth  them  that  are  his.”  2 
Tim.  ii.  19.  Their  good  deeds  are  not  unobferved,  nor  will 
they  be  forgotten  by  him.  His  eye  feeth  them  in  fecret,  and  his 
hand  will  rew’ard  them  openly,  in  the  day  of  final  retribution  : 
when  crowms  of  glory  fhall  lparkle  on  the  heads  of  the  right¬ 
eous,  but  fharne  and  torment  fhall  be  the  portion  of  the  wicked  ; 
“the  way  of  the  ungodly  fhall  perifh.” 

PSALM  II. 
ARGUMENT. 

David,  featedupon  the  throne  of  Ifrael,  notwfithfhnding  the  op- 
pofition  made  againfl  him,  and  now  about  to  carry  his  victori¬ 
ous  arms  amongft  the  neighbouring  heathen  nations,  mav  he 
fnppofed  to  have  penned  this,  as  a  kind  of  inauguration  Pfalm. 
But  that  a  “greater  than  David  is  here,”  appears  not  only 
from  the  Hrength  of  the  exprefiions,  which  are  more  proper¬ 
ly  applicable  to  Mefiiah,  than  to  David  himfelf;  but  alio  from 
the  citations  made  in  the  New  i  eflament :  the  appointment 
of  the  Pfalm  by  the  church  to  be  read  on  Eafter  day  ;  and 
the  confefiions  of  the  Jewfifli  Rabbles.  It  treats  therefore,  1- 
3^  of  the  oppofition  raifed,  both  by  jew  and  Gentile,  a- 
gainft  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrifl: ;  4 — 6.  of  his  victory,  and 
the  confufion  of  his  enemies;  7 — 9.  after  his  refurreftion,  he 
preaches  the  Gofpel,  and  10- — 12.  calls  the  kings  of  the  earth 
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to  accept  it  ;  denouncing  vengeance  againft:  thofe  who  (hall  not 
do  { o,  and  pronouncing  a  blefling  on  thofe  who /hall. 

i.  JVhy  do  the  heathen  rage ,  and  the  people  imagine  a  vainthing ? 

2.  The  kings  of  the  earth fet  themfelves ,  cmc/  afe  rulers  take  counfel 
together  againft  the  Lord,  and  againft  his  Anointed ,  laying,  7 

fhe  true  David  is  introduced,  like  his  anceftor  of  old,  expof. 
tulating  with  the  nations,  for  their  vain  attempts  to  fruftratethe 
divine  decree  in  his  favour.  Thefe  two  verfes  are  cited,  Ads 
iv.  25.  and  thus  expounded— “Lord— of  a  truth  againft  the  ho- 
ik\y  child  Jefus,  whom  thou  haft  anointed,  both  Herod  and  Pon- 
“  tius  PHare,  with  the  Gentiles,  and  the  people  of  Ifrael,  were 
“  ga  there d  together,  for  todo  whatfoever  thy  hand  and  thy  coun- 
“  lei  determined  before  to  be  done.”  Perfecution  may  be  car¬ 
ried  on  by  the  people,  but  it  is  raifed  and  fomented  by  kino-s 
and  rulers.  After  the  afccnfion  of  Chrift,  and  the  effufion  of  the 
fpirit,  the  whole  power  of  the  Roman  empire  was  employed  in 
the  lame  caule,  by  thofe  who,  from  time  to  time,  fwayed  the 
feeptre  of  the  world.  But  ftill,  they  who  intended  to  extirpate 
the  faith,  and  deftroy  the  church,  how  many  and  how  mighty  fo- 
everthey  might  be,  were  found  only  to  “imagine  a  vain  thino-.” 
And  equally  vain  will  every  imagination  be,  that  exalteth  itfelf  a- 
gainft  the  counfels  of  God  for  the  falvation  of  hispeople. 

3.  Let  us  break  their  hands  afunder ,  and  caft  away  their  cords 
from  us, 

Thefe  words,  fuppofed  to  be  fpoken  by  the  powers  in  nrmsa- 
gainft  Meffiah,  difeover  to  us  the  true  ground  of  oppofition, 
namely,  the  unwillingnefs  of  rebellious  nature  to  fubrnit  to  the 
obligations  of  divine  laws,  which  crofs  the  interefts,  and  lay 
a  reftraint  upon  the  defire  of  men.  Corrupt  affections  are 
the  raoft  inveterate  enemies  of  Chrift;  and  thejr  language  is, 

“  W  e  will  not  have  this  man  to  reign  over  us.”  Dodtrines  would 
be  readily  believed,  if  they  involved  in  them  no  precepts;  and 
the  church  may  be  tolerated  by  the  world,  if  Jhe  will  only  give 
up  her  difeipline. 

4.  He  that  fttteth  in  the  heavens  ft)  all  laugh  ;  the  Lord  ft)  all  have 
them  in  derijion. 

By  thefe  and  fuch  like  expreffions,  which  frequently  occur  in 
the  Scripture,  we  are  taught,  in  a  language  which  we  underhand, 
becaufe  borrowed  from  ourfeives,  and  our  manner  of  /Lowing 
contempt,  how  the  fchemes  of  worldly  politicians  appear  to  him, 
who,  fitting  upon  his  heavenly  throne,  furveys  at  a  glance  what¬ 
ever  men  are  doing,  or  contriving  to  do,  upon  the  earth.  This  is 
the  idea  intended  to  be  conveyed  ;  and  from  it  we  are  to  fepa- 
rate  all  notions  of  levity,  or  whatever  el/e  may  offend  when  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  Godhead,  though  adhering  to  the  phrafes,  as  in  ufe 
among  the  Ions  of  Adam,  The  fame  is  to  be  faid  with  regard 


to 


Day  i.  m.  i».  on  the  PSALMS.  5 

to  words  which  feem  to  attribute  many  other  human  paffions 
and  affections  to  the  Deity  :  as,  for  inftance,  chefe  which  fol- 

low - 

5.  Then  / hall  he  fpeak  untQ  them  in  his  wrath ,  and  vex  them  in 
bis  fore  difpleafure.  6.  Yet  have  1 fit  my  King  upon  my  holy  bill  of 
Zion. 

The  meaning  is,  that  by  pouring  out  his  Indignation  upon  the 
adverfaries  of  Melfiah,  as  formerly  upon  thole  of  David,  God 
would  no  lefs  evidently  convid  and  reprove  their  folly  arid  im¬ 
piety,  than  if  he  had  actually  thus  fpoken  to  them  from  his  eter¬ 
nal  throne  above;  “Yet,  notwithftanding  all  your  rage  againft 
“him,  have  T  raifed  from  the  dead,  and  exalted,  as  the  head  of 
“  the  church,  my  appointed  King  Meffiah  ;  in  like  manner  as  I 
“once  fet  his  victorious  reprefentative David  upon  my  holy  hill 
“Sion  in  the  earthly  Jerufalem,  out  of  the  reach  of  his  numerous 
“and  implacable  enemies.”  Let  us  refled,  for  our  comfort, that 
He  who  raifed  up  his  fon  Jefus,  has  promifed  to  raife  up  us  alfo 
who  believe  in  him;  and  that  the  world  can  no  more  prevent  the 
exaltation  of  the  members,  than  it  could  prevent  that  of  the 
Head. 

7.  I  will  declare  the  decree  :  the  Lord  hath faid  unto  me ,  Thou 
art  my  Son,  this  day  have  1  begotten  thee. 

Jefus,  for  the  differing  of  death,  crowned  with  honour  and 
immortality,  upon  the  holy  hill  of  Zion,  in  the  new  Jerufalem, 
now  “  declares  the  decree,”  or  preaches  the  Gofpel  of  the  ever- 
lafting  covenant.  His  part  in  the  covenant  was  performed  by 
keeping  the  law,  and  dyingforthe  fins  of  men.  Nothing  there¬ 
fore  remained,  but  the  accomplilhment  of  the  promife  made  to 
him  by  the  Father,  upon  thole  conditions.  One  part  of  this  pro¬ 
mife  was  fulfilled,  faith  St.  Paul,  “in  that  he  had  raifed  up  Jefus 
“  again;  as  it  is  written  in  the  fecond  pfalm,  Thou  art  my  Ion, 
“  This  day  have  1  begotten  thee.”  Acls  xiii.  33.  Another 
part  was  fulfilled  at  the  afcenfion  of  Chrilt,  and  his  inaugura¬ 
tion  to  an  eternal  kingdom,  and  an  unchangeable  priefthood,  as 
the  true  Melchizedek,  King  of  righteoufnefs,  King  of  peace, 
and  the  Prielt  of  the  1110ft  high  God.  The  next  article  in  the 
covenant,  on  the  Father's  fide,  was  the  enlargement  of  Mef- 
fiah's  fpiritual  kingdom,  by  the  accelfion  of  the  nations  to  the 
church.  And  accordingly,  this  was  the  next  thing  which  “  Je- 
“  hovah  faid  unto  him,”  after  having  proclaimed  his  Sonlhip 
and  pre-eminence  ;  as  we  find  by  the  following  verfe. 

8.  Afk  of  me,  and  I  (hall  give  thee  the  heathen  for  thine  inheri¬ 
tance,  and  the  utmofi  parts  of  the  earth  for  thy  poffeffon . 

Chrilt  was  to  enter  upon  the  exercife  of  the  intercellbrial  branch 
of  h  is  prieftly  office,  with  a  requelt  to  the  Father,  that  the  “  hea- 
“  then  world  might  be  given  for  his  inheritance,  and  the  utter- 
“  molt  parts  of  the  earth  for  his  poffeffion,”  in  return  for  the  Ja- 

F  hours 


6  A  C  O  M  MENTAR  Y  Psal.  2. 

hours  he  had  undergone,  and  the  pains  'ne  had  endured  ;  as  a!fo 
ro  lupply  the  place  o!  the  Jews,  who  were  his  original  “  inheri- 
“  tancf  and  pofleflion,”  but  were  caft  off,  becaule  of  unbelief, 

|  hat  I  licit  requeft  was  made  by  Chrift,  and  granted  by  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  the  perlbn  who  writes  this,  and  he  who  reads  it,  in  a  once 
1  agan,  but  now  Chrtflian  ifland,  are  both  witnefles. 

.  9\  Thoujhalt  break  them  with  a  rod  of  iron,  thou  (halt  da (h  them 
in  pieces  like  a  potter’s  veftel. 

i  he  irrelifltble  power  and  inflexible  juftice  of Chrifl’s  kingdom 
are  ligntfted  by  his  “  ruling  with  a  rod  of  iron  the  impotence 
or  thole  who  prelume  to  oppofe  him,  is  compared  to  that  of“  a 
“  Potter’s  veffel,’’  which  niiift  fly  in  pieces,  at  the  firft  ftroke  of 
toe  iron  rod.  i  he  power  of  Chrift  will  be  manifefted  in  all  by 
the  de (trillion  either  of  fin,  or  the  finner.  The  hearts  which 
now  yield  to  the  impreflions  of  his  fpirit,  are  broken  only  in  or¬ 
der  to  be  formed  anew,  and  to  become  veffels  of  honour,  fitted  for 
’he  Mafter’sufe.  Thole  which  continue  ftubborn  and  harden¬ 
ed,  mult  be  dallied  in  pieces  by  the  ftroke  of  eternal  vengeance. 

to.  Be  wife  now  therefore,  0  ye  kings :  be  infirudied,  ye  judges 

of  the  earth.  1 1.  Serve  the  Lord  with  fear  and  rejoice  with 
trembling . 

I  he  deci  ee  of  the  Father,  concerning  the  kingdom  of  the  Son, 
being  thus  promulgated  by  the  latter,  an  exhortation  is  made  to 
the  kings  of  the  earth,  that  they  would  learn  true  wifdom,  and 
fulfer  themfelves  to  be  inftru&ed  unto  falvation  ;  that  they  would 
bow  their  feeptres  to  the  crofs  of  Jefus,  and  caft  their  crowns 
before  his  throne;  efteeming  it  a  far  greater  honour,  as  well  as 
a  more  exalted  pleaiure,  to  lerve  Him,  than  to  find  themfelves 

at  the  head  of  victorious  armies,  furrounded  by  applauding  nati¬ 
ons.  & 

12.  Rifs  the  Son ,  left  he  he  angry ,  and  ye  perijh  from  the  way 
when  his  wrath  is  kindled  but  a  little  ;blefjed  are  all  they  that  tut 
their  (ruft  in  him. 

Cnnft  befeeches  kings,  no  lei s  than  their  fubjedls,  to  be  re¬ 
conciled  to  him,  and  by  him  to  the  Father  ;  fmee  a  day  is  at 
hand,  when  mighty  men  ihall  have  no  diftinclion,  but  that  of  be¬ 
ing  mightily  tormented.  And  then  will  be  feen  the  “  blefled- 
“  nefs??  of  thofe  who  “put  their  truft  in”  the  Lord  Jefus.  For 
when  the  glory  of  man  fhall  fade  away  as  the  fhort  lived  flower 
of  the  field,  and  when  all,  that  is  called  great  and  honourable  in 
princes,  fnall  belaid  low  in  the  duft,  he  Ihall  give  unto  his  faith¬ 
ful  fervants  a  crown  without  cares,  and  a  kingdom  which  cannot 
be  moved. 


PSALM 


I.  M.  P. 


A  R  G  U  M  E 

This  Pfalm  is  fait!  to  have  been  compofed  by  David,  when  he 
fled  from  his  Son  Ablalom.  dims  circumitanced,  he  expref- 
fes  himfelf  in  terms  well  adapted  to  the  parallel  cafe  of  the 
Son  of  David,  perfecuted  by  rebellious  Ifrael;  as  alfo  to  that 
of  his  church,  buffering  tribulation  in  the  world,  i,  2.  lie 
complains,  in  much  anguifh,  of  the  multitude  of  his  enemies, 
and  of  the  reproaches  call  upon  him,  as  one  forfaken  by  God  ; 
but  3.  declares,  notwithftanding  his  fare  trull  in  the  divine 
promifes;  4,  5.  he  relates  the  luccefs  of  his  prayers,  6 — 8. 
derides  the  impotent  malice  of  his  enemies,  and  afcribes  fah 
vation  to  Jehovah. 

1.  Lord,  how  are  they  increafed  that  trouble  me  ;  Many  are 
they  that  rife  up  again/}  me. 

David  is  altoniihed  to  find,  that  ee  the  hearts  of  the  men  of  If- 
“  rael  are  after  Abfalom  2  Sam.  xv.  13.  that  his  counfellors 
are  revolted,  and  his  friends  falling  oft  continually  ;  and  that  the 
king  of  Ifrael  is  forced  to  leave  his  capital  mourning  and  weep¬ 
ing.  Thus,  led  forth  cut  of  Jerufalem  by  his  own  children  in 
arms  again!!  him,  the  holy  Jefus  went,  forfaken  and  borrowing, 
to  the  crofs,  in  the  day  of  trouble.  Thus  is  the  church  often¬ 
times  oppofed  and  betrayed  by  her  fons,  and  the  Chrillian  by  his 
paffions  and  affections.  So  true  it  is,  that  u  A  man’s  foes  are 
u  they  of  his  own  houfhokl.”  But  he,  who  by  prayer  engages 
the  affiflance  of  Jehovah,  will  rife  fuperior  to  them  all. 

2.  Many  there  hz  which  fay  sf  my Jbul ,  there  is  no  he  Ip  for  him  in 
God  . 

Affliction  and  defertion  are  two  very  different  things,  but 
often  confounded  by  the  world.  Shimei  reviled  David,  as  re¬ 
probated  by  heaven  ;  and  the  language  of  the  Shimeis  afterward, 
concerning  the  Son  of  David,  was,  ee.  He  trufled  in  God  ;  let 
“  him  deliver  him  now,  if  he  will  have  him,”  See  2  Sam.  xvi. 
8.  Matt,  xxvii.  43.  The  fearful  imaginations  of  our  own  def- 
ponding  hearts,  and  the  fuggeltions  of  our  crafty  adverfary,  fre¬ 
quently  join  to  help  forward  this  molt  dangerous  temptation,  in 
the  hour  of  borrow.  What  therefore  hath  faith  to  offer?  We 
lhall  hear — 

3.  But  thou  0  Lord,  art  a  /hie  Id  for  me  :  my  glory ,  and  the  lift¬ 
er  up  of  my  head. 

Such  is  the  anfwer  of  David,  and  of  all  the  faints,  but  above 
all,  of  the  King  of  faints  to  the  temptation  before  mentioned. 
Jehovah  is  a  “  ffiield”  again!!  this,  and  all  other  fiery  darts,  fhot 
by  Satan  and  his  affociates  :  he  is  the  u  glory”  of  Chriilandthe 
church,  with  which  they  will  one  day  be  been  in  veiled,  though 
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for  a  feafon  it  appear  not  to  the  world,  any  more  than  did  the 
royalty  of  David,  when,  weeping  and  barefoot,  he  went  up  mount 
Olivet :  2  Sam.  xv.  30.  the  fame  Jehovah  is  “  the  lifter  up  of 

our  heads/  by  the  gift  oc  holy  confidence,  and  the  hone  of  a 
r el u erection,  through  that  of  Jefus  Chriff,  prefigured  by  the  tri¬ 
umphant  and  happy  return  of  David  to  Jerufalem. 

.  4-  1  cried  unto  the  Lord  with  my  voice,  and  he  heard  me  out  of 
his  holy  hill.  J 

David,  driven  from  Jerufalem,  (till  looked  and  prayed  to- 
wards  the  “  holy  hill”  of  Sion.  Chrift,  when  a  ftrangeron  the 
earth,  “  made  fupplication,  with  ftrong  crying,”  to  his  Father 
in  heaven .  Chrift  was  heard  for  his  own  fake  ;  David  was  heard 
and  we  fhall  be  heard  through  him. 

5.  I  laid  me  down  andfept ;  I  awaked,  for  the  Lord  fufained  me. 

behold  David,  in  the  midft  of  danger,  fleeping  without  fear; 

fecui  e,  through  t ne  divine  protection,  of  awaking  to  engage  and 
vanquifti  his  enemies.  Behold  the  Son  ofDavid  composing  him- 
felf  to  his  reft  upon  the  crofs,  that  bed  of  forrows  ;  and  commend¬ 
ing  his  fpirit  into  the  Father's  hands,  in  full  confidence  of  a  joy- 
fiu  rel ni  1  ection,  according  to  the  promile  at  the  time  appointed. 
Behold  this,  O  Chriftian,  and  let  faith  teach  thee  how  to  fleep, 
and  how  to  die;  while  it  allures  thee,  that  as  deep  is  a  fhort 
death,  lo  death  is  a  longer  fleep  ;  and  that  the  fame  God  watch¬ 
es  over  thee,  in  thy  bed,  and  in  thy  grave. 

6.  1  will  not  he  afraid  of  ten  thoufands  of  people ,  that  have  fet 
themfelves  againfi  me  round  about. 

Paith,  revived  and  invigorated  by  prayer,  and  fixed  on  God 
alone,  is  a  ftranger  to  fear,  in  the  worft  of  times.  The  innu¬ 
merable  examples  of  faints  refeued  from  tribulation,  and  above 
all,  the  refurretftion  of  the  Son  of  God  from  the  dead, render  the 
believer  bold  as  a  lion,  although  the  name  of  his  adverfary  be, 

legion.” 

7.  strife,  O  Lord yfave  me ,  O  my  God  ;  for  thou  hajl  f mit¬ 
ten  all  mine  enemies  upon  the  cheek  hone;  thou  haft  broken  the  teeth 
cf  the  ungodly. 

i  he  church,  through  Chrift,  prayeth  in  thefe  words  of  David, 
that  Jehovah  would  arife,  as  of  old  time,  in  the  power  of  his  might ; 
that  ne  would  finally  break  the  powerof  Satan  and  his  adherents  ; 
pluck  tne  fpoil  out  of  the  jaws  of  thole  beaftsofprey  ;  and  work 
that  glorious  deliverance  for  the  members,  which  is  already 
wrought  for  the  Head  of  the  body  myftical. 

8.  Salvation  belongeth,  or,  be  aferibed  unto  the  Lord  ;  thy 
hi  effing  is,  or,  be  upon  thy  people. 

I  he  PI  aim  ends  with  an  acknowledgement,  which  ought  al¬ 
ways  to  fill  the  heart,  and  upon  every  proper  occafion,  to  flow 
from  the  rnouthof  a  Chriftian  ;  namely,  that  “  falvation”  is  not 
to  be  had  from  man,  from  the  kings  of  the  earth,  or  the  gods  of 

the 
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the  heathen,  from  faints  or  angels,  but  from  Jehovah  alone  ;  to 
whom  alone,  therefore, the  glory  Ihould  be  afcribed.  If  He  will 
fave,  none  can  deffroy  ;  if  He  will  dellroy,  none  can  fave.  Let 
Balak,  then,  curfe  Ifrael,  or  hire  Balaam  tocurfethem  for  him  ; 
be  but  “  thy  bleffing,”  O  Lord,  upon  thy  people,  and  it  fuffi- 
ceth. 

PSALM  IV. 

% 

A  R  G  U  M  E  N  T. 

The  perfon  fpeaking  in  this  Pfalm  x .  prayeth  to  be  heard  by 
God  ;  2.  convinceth  the  world  of  fin  ;  3.  declareth  the  righ¬ 
teous  to  be  under  the  divine  protection  ;  4,  5.  prefcribeth 
foVnude  and  meditation,  as  the  proper  means  to  lead  men  to 
repentance  and  faith  ;  6.  fheweth,  that  in  God  alone  peace 
and  comfort  are  to  be  found,  and  7.  how  fuperior  the  joys 
of  the  fpirit  are  to  thofe  of  fenfe  ;  8.  repofeth  himfelf,  in 
full  aflurance  of  faith,  on  the  loving  kindnefs  of  the  Lord. 

1.  Hear  me  when  I  call.  0  God  of  my  right e oufnefs ;  thou  haft 
enlarged  me  when  l  was  in  dijtrefis  ;  have  mercy  on  me  and  hear 
my  prayer. 

The  church,  like  David,  “  calls”  aloud,  as  one  in  great  af¬ 
fliction,  for  God’s  aflitlance :  {he  addrefTes  him  as  the  “  God  of 
“  her  righteoufnefs,”  as  the  fountain  of  pardon  and  grace;  fne 
reminds  him  of  that  fpiritual  liberty,  and  “  enlargement”  from 
bondage,  which  he  had  purchafed  for  her,  and  oftentimes 
wrought  in  her ;  and  conlcious  of  her  demerits,  makes  her 
prayer  for  “  mercy.” 

2.  0  ye  fons  of  men ,  how  long  will  ye  turn  my  glory  into 
JhameP  How  long  will  ye  love  vanity ,  and  feek  after  leafing ,  or 
falfehood  P 

If  the  Ifraelitifh  monarch  conceived  he  had  juft  caufe  to  ex- 
poftulate  with  his  enemies,  for  defpifing  the  royal  majefty,  with 
which  Jehovah  had  invefted  his  Anointed  ;  of  how  much  fe- 
verer  reproof  (hall  they  be  thought  worthy,  who  blafpheme 
the  eflential  glory  u  of  King  Mdiiah,  which  fhines  forth  by  his 
u  Gofpel  in  the  church  ?  Thou  O  Chrift,  art  everlafting  truth ; 
“  all  is  vanity  and  falfehood,”  tranlient  and  fallacious,  but  the 
love  of  thee! 

3.  But  know  that  the  Lord  hath  fit  apart  him  that  is  godly  for 
himfelf;  the  Lord  will  hear  when  I  call  upon  him. 

Be  the  opinions,  or  the  practices  of  men  what  they  will,  the 
council  of  the  Lord,  that  fhall  ftand.  Is  David  “  fet  apart”  for 
the  kingdom  of  Ifrael?  Saul  fhall  not  be  able  to  detain,  nor  Ab- 
falorn  to  wreft  it  from  him.  Is  Mdiiah  ordained  to  be  King  of 
the  Ifrael  of  God  ?  Death  and  hell  (hall  not  prevent  it.  Are 
his  difeipies  appointed  to  reign  with  him?  Infallibly  they  fhall 
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Our  nuerceffor  is  already  on  high  ;  and  for  his  fake,  “  the 
i-iord  will  hear  us  when  we  call  upon  him.”  What  then 
can  be  fat'd  for  us,  if  we  negleft  to  call  upon  him  ?  ’  ’ 

4.  Stand  in  awe,  Heb.  tremble  and  jin  not;  commune  with 
jour  own  heart  upon  your  bed  and  be  /iill. 

The  enemies  of  thrift,  as  well  as  thofe  of  David,  are  here 
ca.led  to  repentance,  and  the  procefs  of  converfion  is  defcribed. 
1  he  above  mentioned  conftderation  of  the  divine  counfel  and 
tne  certainty  of  its  being  carried  into  execution,  by  the  falvati- 
on  or  the  righteous,  and  the  confufion  of  their  enemies  makes 
die  wicked  “  tremble.  The  fear  of  the  “Lord  is  the  beginning 
•  01  wifdom it  arrefts  the  finner  in  his  courfe,  and  he  “  fins 
‘  "ot he  goes  no  farther  in  the  way  of  fin,  but  flops,  and  re¬ 
debts  upon  what  he  has  been  doing :  he  “  communes  with  his 
own  heart  upon  his  bed,  and  is  ftill his  confcience  buffers 
Jum  not  to  reft  in  the  night,  but  takes  the  advantage  of  loli- 
tuue  and  lilence,  to  let  before  him  his  transgreffions,  with  all 
tue  terrors  of  death  and  judgment;  ftirring  him  up  to  confefs 
the  former,  and  deprecate  the  latter,  with  unfeigned  compunc¬ 
tion  and  forrow  of  heart?  to  turn  unto  the  Lord  and  do  works 

meet  for  repentance ;  to  learn  to  do  good,  as  well  as  to  ceafe 
irom  doing  evil. 

5*  ®fcr  tke  focrifices  of  right  eoufnefs  and  put  your  truft  in  the 
Lord.  j 


1  he  Jews  aie  no  longer  to  offer  the  fbadowy  facrificesof  their 
aw,  fi nee  he,  who  is  the  fubflance  of  them  all,  is  come  into  the 
vt  orlJ*  The  Gentiles  are  no  more  to  offer  their  idolatrous  facri- 
fttes,  fince  their  idols  have  fallen  before  the  Crofs.  But  reiurn- 
ing  finners,  whether  Jews  or  Gentiles,  are  to  offer  the  fame 
iacrifices  of”  evangelical  “  righteoufnefs ;  ”  not u  putting  their 
trulc  in  them,  but  4t  in  the  Lord”  Jefus,  through  whole  fpirit 
thc-y  ai  e  enabled  to  offer,  and  througii  whofe  blood  their  offer¬ 
ing  >  ai  e acceptable  unto  God.  Faith,  hope,  and  charity  mutu¬ 
ally  flrengthen  each  other,  and  compofe  “  a  threefold  cord,” 
which  (i  is  not  eafily  broken.” 

Tnere  be  many  that  fay ,  who  will  Jhsw  us  any  good?  Lord 
hfttoou  up  tne  light  of  thy  countenance  upon  us  p 

I  he  two  former  verfes  were  addreffed  to  rebellious  finners, 
inviting  them  to  repentance  and  reformation.  T  his  feems  to 
to  the  righteous,  who,  in  times  of  calamity  and  perfecution, 
LvC  the  friends  of  aiftreffed  David,  are  tempted  to  defpond,  on 
feeing  no  end  of  their  troubles.  The  Pfalmift  therefore  pre- 
fetibes  prayer  to  all  fuch,  asan  antidote  againft  the  temptation; 
lie  diieffs  them,  in  the  darkeil  night,  to  look  towards  heaven, 
nor  doubt  the  return  of  day,  when  the  riling  fun  (hall  diffufe 
ng.it  and  lalvation,  and  forrow  and  fighing  fhali  fly  away.  How 
UidJy  aie  continually  afking  the  question  in  this  verfe  ?  How  few 
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applying  to  Him,  who  alone  can  give  an  anfwer  of  peace  and 
comfort. 

7.  Thou  hafl  put  pladnefs  in  my  hearty  more  than m  the  time  that 
their  corn  and  wine  increased . 

No  fooner  is  the  prayer  preferred,  but  the  anfwer  is  given  ; 
and  the  devout  foul  declares  herfelf  to  experience  a  joy  in  the 
mid  ft  of  tribulation,  far  fuperior  to  the  joy  with  which  men  re¬ 
joice  in  the  time  of  harveft,  or  that  of  vintage  ;  a  joy,  bright 
and  pure,  as  the  regions  from  whence  it  deicends.  Such  is  the 
difference  between  the  bread  of  earth,  and  that  of  heaven  ;  be¬ 
tween  the  juice  of  the  grape,  and  the  cup  of  falvation.  1  each 
us,  O  Lord,  to  difcern  this  difference  and  to  chiife  aright. 

8.  1  will  both  lay  ms  down  in  peace ,  and fleep ;  for  thou ,  Lord, 
only  make] l  me  to  dwell  infafety . 

This  conclufion  affords  ample  matter  for  profitable  and  de¬ 
lightful  meditation,  if  it  be  confidered,  firft,  as  fpoken  by  David, 
or  any  other  believer,  when  lying  down  to  reft,  lull  of  the  joys 
of  a  good  confidence,  and  faith  unfeigned  ;  fecondly,  as  pronoun¬ 
ced  by  the  true  David,  w  hen  compofing  himlelf  to  his  reft,  in 
certain  hope  of  a  refurredion.  And  happy  the  Chriftian,  who 
having  nightly,  with  this  verfe,  committed  hirnfelf  to  his  bed, 
as  to  his  grave,  fhall  atlaft,  with  the  fame  words,  refign  hirnfelf 
to  his  grave,  as  to  his  bed,  from  w  hich  he  experts  in  due  time  to 
arife,  and  ling  a  morning  hymn,  with  the  children  of  the  refur¬ 
red  ion. 

PSALM  V. 

ARGUMENT. 

The  Pfalmift,  in  afftidion,  1 — 3.  continues  and  refolves  to  con¬ 
tinue  inftant  in  prayer  ;  4 — 6.  declares  the  irreconcileable 
hatred  which  God  bears  to  fin,  and  7.  his  own  confidence  of 
being  accepted  ;  8.  he  petitions  for  grace  to  dired  and  pre- 
ferve  him  in  the  way  ;  9.  lets  forth  the  wickednels  of  his 
enemies  ;  10.  foretells  their  punilhment,  and  11,  12.  the 
falvation  of  the  faithful. 

1 .  Give  ear  to  my  words ,  0  Lord,  confider  my  meditation ,  or, 
my  dove  like  mournings . 

Although  nothing  can  really  hinder  or  divert  the  divine  at¬ 
tention,  yet  God  is  reprefented  as  u  not  hearing,”  when  either 
the  perfon  is  unacceptable,  or  the  petition  improper,  or  when 
he  would  thoroughly  prove  the  faith  and  patience  of  the  peti¬ 
tioner.  Chrift,  the  church,  and  the  believing  foul,  are  all  in 
Scripture  ftyled  “  doves/7  from  their  poflt  fling  the  amiable 
properties  of  that  bird  of  meeknefs  and  innocence,  purity,  and 
love.  The  “  mournings”  of  Inch  are  always  heard  and  at¬ 
tended  to  in  heaven. 


2.  Hearken 
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2.  Hearken  unto  the  voice  of  my  cry ,  my  King  and  my  God: 
for  unto  thee  will  1  pray . 

The  voice  of  the  fuppliant’s  cry  will  be  in  proportion  to  the 
fenfe  which  he  hath  of  his  fin.  Whom  fhould  a  fubjeft  folicit, 
but  his  King  ?  to  whom  fhould  a  linner  pray,  but  to  his  God  l 
Let  us  often  think  upon  the  ftrong  cryings  of  him,  who  fuf- 
fered  for  the  fins  of  the  world,  and  upon  that  interceftion,  by 
which  the  pardon  of  thole  fins  was  procured. 

3*  My  voice  fhalt  thou  hear  in  the  morning ,  0  Lord  ;  in  the 
morning  will  I  dir  eft  my  prayer ,  Heb.  difpofe ,  or  fet  my f elf  in 
order j  unto ,  or  for  thee ,  and  will  look  up. 

He  who  is  good  in  earned:,  and  hath  his  heart  fully  bent  up¬ 
on  the  work  of  falvarion,  like  other  Ikiiful  and  diligent  artificers, 
will  be  “  early”  in  his  application  to  it ;  he  wii]  get  the  hart  of 
the  world,  and  take  the  advantage  of  the  <(  fweet  hour  of  prime,” 
to  “  difpofe,”  and  “  fet  himfelfin  order,”  for  the  day.  What 
is  a  fiothful  finner  to  think  of  himfelf,  when  he  reads,  concern¬ 
ing  the  holy  Jefus,  that  “  in  the  morning,  rifing  up  a  great 
“  while  before  day,  he  went  out  and  departed  into  a  folitary 
iC  place,  and  there  prayed  !”  Mark  i.  35. 

4.  For  thou  art  not  a  God  that  hath  pleajure  in  wickcdnefs ;  nei¬ 
ther  Jhall  evil  dwell  with  thee. 

The  Pialmift  was  encouraged  to  make  his  early  prayers  to 
God  in  the  day  of  trouble,  upon  this  confideration,  that  his 
righteous  caufe  mu  ft  finally  profper,  and  the  divine  counfels  be 
accompli fhed  in  his  exaltation,  and  the  deprefiion  of  his  ene¬ 
mies,  who  were  likewife  the  enemies  of  God.  The  fame  was 
the  cafe  and  the  confidence  of  a  fullering  Meftiah  ;  and  fuch 
is  that  of  his  church  and  people  in  the  world,  where  “  wicked- 
“  neis”  may  profper,  and  “  evil”  not  only  live,  but  reign. 
Neverthelefs,  we  know  that  “  God  hath  no  pleafure”  in  them, 
nor  ihall  they  66  dwell  with  him,”  as  we  hope  to  do. 

5.  The  fjolifh ,  Heb.  mad,  Jhall  not  jland  in  thy  fight ;  for  thou 
hat  eft  all  workers  of  iniquity.  6.  Thou  fhalt  dejlroy  them  that 

fpeak  leafing,  or  falfehood ;  the  Lord  dtth  abhor  both  the  blood- 
thirfty  and  deceitful  man. 

No  obje&s  of  the  fenfes  can  be  fb  naufeous  to  them,  as  the 
various  kinds  of  fin  are  in  the  fight  of  God.  O  could  we  but 
think,  as  he  does,  concerning  thefe,  we  fhonld  rather  chufe 
“  madnefs”  than  tranfgreflion,  and  as  foon  fall  in  love  with  a 
plague-fore,  as  a  temptation.  u  Falfehood,b]oodthirftinefs,  and 
i(  deceitfulnefs,”  are  marked  out  as  characleriftical  of  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  David,  of  Chrift,  and  the  church  ;  and  hiftory  evinces 
them  fo  to  have  been.  Let  us  never  go  within  the  infection  of 

O 

fuch  peftilential  crimes. 

7.  But  as  for  me,  I  will  come  into  thy  houfe  in  the  multitude  of 
thy  mercy :  and  in  thy  fear  vjill  1  worjhip  towards  thy  holy  temple. 

Wifdorn, 
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Wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  truth,  mercy,  and  fincerity,  form  a 
character  the  reverie  of  that  drawn  in  the  preceding  verfes,  and 
fuch  an  one  as  God  will  accept,  when  appearing  before  him  in 
his  houfe,  and  offering  with  humility  and  reverence,  the  lacri- 
fices  of  the  new  law,  as  David  did  thole  of  the  old,  through 
faith  in  him  who  alone  filled  Up  the  character,  and  procured 
acceptance  for  believers,  and  their  oblations. 

8.  Lead  me,  0  Lord,  in  thy  righteoufnefs ,  becaufe  of  mine  ene¬ 
mies  :  make  thy  way  fir  ait  before  my  face. 

The  child  of  God,  admitted  into  his  holy  temple,  there  pre¬ 
fers  this  petition,  praying  to  be  led  by  the  divine  fpirit  in  a 
courfe  of  holy  obedience,  all  impediments  being  removed  out  of 
the  way,  which  otherwife  might  obftrud  the  progrefs,  or  caufe 
the  fall  of  one  beginning  to  walk  in  the  path  of  life  ;  of  one 
who  had  many  “  enemies”  ready  to  contrive,  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of,  to  rejoice  and  triumph  in  his  ruin.  Thus  a  man’s  ene¬ 
mies,  while  they  oblige  him  to  pray  more  fervently,  and  to 
watch  more  narrowly  over  his  condud,  oftentimes  become  his 
bed  friends. 

9.  For  there  is  no  f aithf ulnefs  in  their  mouth ,  their  inward  part 
is  very  wickednefs  ;  their  throat  is  an  open  fepulchre ,  they  fatter 
with  their  tongue. 

A  part  of  this  verfe  is  cited,  Rom.  iii.  13.  together  with  fe- 
veral  other  pafiages  from  the  Pl'alms  and  prophets,  to  evince 
the  depravity  of  mankind,  whether  j  ews  or  Gentiles,  till  jufti- 
fied  by  faith,  and  renewed  by  grace.  It  is  plain,  therefore, 
that  the  delcription  was  deiigned  for  others,  befides  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  the  literal  David,  and  is  of  more  general  import,  reach¬ 
ing  to  the  world  of  the  ungodly,  and  to  the  enemies  of  all  righ¬ 
teoufnefs,  as  manifeded  in  the  perfon  of  Mefiiah,  and  in  his 
church.  The  charge  brought  againfl  thefe  is,  that  truth” 
and  “  fidelity”  were  not  to  be  found  in  their  dealings  with  God 
or  each  other  ;  that  their  “  inward  parts’’  were  very  wicked¬ 
nefs  ;  their  firfl  thoughts  and  imaginations  were  defiled,  and 
the  dream  was  poifoned  at  the  fountain  ;  that  their  Cc  throat 
“  was  an  open  lepuichre,”  continually  emitting,  in  obfcene 
and  impious  language,  the  noifome  and  infectious  exhalations  of 
a  putrid  heart,  entombed  in  a  body  of  fin  ;  and  that  if  ever  they 
put  on  the  appearance  of  goodnefs,  they  “  flattered  with  their 
“  tongue,”  in  order  the  more  effectually  to  deceive  and  dedroy. 
So-low  is  human  nature  fallen!  u  O  thou  Adam,  what  had 
<c  thou  done?  For  though  it  w>as  thou  that  finned,  thou  art 
((  not  fallen  alone,  but  we  all  that  come  of  thee.”  2  Efd. 
vii.  48. 

10.  Deflroy  thou  them ,  0  Gad ;  let  them  fall  by  their  own  court- 
fels :  cafi  them  out  in  the  multitude  of  their  tranfgreffions ,  for 
they  havQ  rebelled  againfl  thee . 

G  Concerning 
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Concerning  pa  dagos  of  this  imprecatory  kind  in  the  book  of 
Pfalms,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  they  are  not  fpoken  of  private 
and  perfonal  enemies,  but  of  the  oppofers  of  God  and  his  A- 
nointed  ;  nor  of  any  among  thefe,  but  the  irreclaimable  and  final- 
ly  impenitent  ;  and  this  by  way  of  prediction  rather  than  im¬ 
precation  ;  which  would  appear,  it  the  original  verbs  were 
tranflated  uniformly  in  the  future  tenfe,  as  they  might  be,  and 
indeed,  to  cut  off  all  occafion  from  them  which  defire  it,  fhould  be 
tranflated.  The  verfe  before  us  would  then  run  thus,  “  Thou  wilt 
“  deftroy  them,  O  God  ;  they  lhall  perifb  by  their  own  counfels  ; 
“  thou  wilt  calf  them  out  in  the  multitude  of  their  tranfgrefiions* 
“  for  they  have  rebelled  againft  thee.”  The  words,  when  ren¬ 
dered  in  this  form,  contain  a  prophecy  of  the  infatuation,  rejec¬ 
tion,  and  dedrudion  of  fuch  as  fhould  obdinately  perfevere  in 
their  oppofition  to  the  counfels  of  heaven,  whether  relating  to 
David,  to  Chrid,  or  to  the  church.  The  fore  of  Ahitophel  and 
Abfalom,  of  Judas  and  the  jews,  fliould  warn  others  not  to  of¬ 
fend  after  the  fame  example. 

11.  But  let  alt  i ho/e  that  trufl  in  thee  rejoice ;  let  them  ever 
Jhout  for joy,  becaufe  thou  defendeft  the?n  ;  let  them  a  If o  that  love  thy 
name  he  joyful  in  thee .  fieb.  Jll  they  that  trufi  in  thee  fhall  re¬ 
joice,  &c. 

As  the  lad  verfe  foretold  the  perdition  of  the  ungodly,  this 
defcribes  the  felicity  of  the  faints;  who,  truding  in  God,  rejoice 
evermore,  and  fmg  aloud  in  the  church  rhe  prailes  of  their  Savi¬ 
our  and  mighty  defender  ;  the  love  of  whofe  name  fills  their  hearts 
with  joy  unfpeakable,  while  they  experience  the  comforts  of 
grace,  and  exped  the  rewards  of  glory. 

12.  For  thou,  Lord,  wilt  hlefs  the  righteous  ;  with  favour  wilt 
thou  compa/s  him  as  with  a  f  ield. 

The  “  bl  effing”  of  God  defcends  upon  us  through  Jefus  Chrift 
“  the  righteous,”  or  “juft  one,”  as  of  old  it  did  upon  lf'rael 
through  David,  whom,  for  the  benefit  of  his  chofen,  God  pro 
teded,  delivered,  and  placed  upon  the  throne.  Thou,  O  Chrift, 
art  the  righteous  Saviour,  thou  art  the  king  of  Ifrael,  thou 
art  the  blefied  of  Jehovah,  the  fountain  of  blefling  to  all  be¬ 
lievers,  and  thy  “  favour”  is  the  defence  and  protedion  of  the 
church  militant. 

I  DAY.  EVENING  PRAYER.  PSALM  VI. 

ARGUMENT. 

This  is  the  firft  of  thefe  Pfalms  which  are  dyled  penitential. 
It  contains,  i.  deprecation  of  eternal  vengeance,  and  2,  3.  a 
petition  for  pardon  ;  which  is  enforced  from  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  penitent’s  fufFerings;  4.  from  that  of  the  divine 
mercy ;  5.  from  that  of  the  praife  and  glory  which  God  would 
fail  to  receive,  if  man  were  deftroyed ;  6,  7.  from  that  of 
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the  penitent’s  humiliation  and  contrition  ;  8— io.  the  drain 

changes  into  one  of  joy  and  triumph,  upon  the  fuccefs  and 

return  of  the  prayer. 

1.  0  Lord,  rebuke  ms  not  in  thine  anger ,  neither  chcjlen  me  in 
ihy  hot  difpleafure. 

Let  us  fuppofe  a  (inner  awakened  to  a  true  fenfe  of  his  con¬ 
dition,  and  looking  around  him  for  help.  Above  is  an  angry 
God  preparing  to  take  vengeance  ;  beneath,  the  fiery  gulf  rea¬ 
dy  to  receive  him;  without  him,  a  world  in  flames:  within,  the 
gnawing  worm.  Thus  fituated,  he  begins,  in  extreme  agony 
or  fpirit,  “  O  Lord  rebuke  me  not  in  thine  anger,  neither, 
u  chaflen  me  in  thy  hot  difpleafure.”  He  experts  than 
God  will  “  rebuke”  him,  but  only  prays  that  it  may  not  be  in 
4i  anger,”  finally  to  deflroy  him  ;  he  defires  to  be  chaftened, 
but  chaftened  in  fatherly  love,  not  in  the  ‘L  hot  difpleafure” 
of  an  inexorable  judge.  As  often  as  we  are  led  thus  to  exprefs 
our  fenfe  of  fin,  and  dread  of  punilhment,  let  us  reded:  on  Him 
whofe  righteous  foul,  endued  with  a  fenfibility  peculiar  to  itfelf, 
fuftained  the  fins  of  the  world,  and  the  difpleafure  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther. 

2.  Have  mercy  upon  me ,  0  Lord,  for  1  am  weak.'  0  Lord, 
heal  me ,  for  my  bones  are  vexed ,  Heb.  fi 'oaken  or  made  to  tremble , 

The  penitent  intreats  for  mercy,  firft,  by  reprelenting  his  pi¬ 
tiable  cafe,  under  the  image  of  ficknefs.  He  defcribes  his  foul 
as  deprived  of  all  its  health  and  vigour,  as  languilhing  and 
fainting,  by  reafon  of  fin,  which  had  eat  out  the  vitals,  and 
fhaken  all  the  powers  and  fupporters  of  the  lpiritnal  frame,  fo 
that  the  breath  of  life  feemed  to  be  departing.  Enough  how¬ 
ever  was  left,  to  fupplicate  the  healing  aid  of  the  God  of  mercy 
and  comfort;  to  petition  for  oil  and  wine  at  the  hands  of  the 
phyfician  of  Spirits.  How  happy  is  it  for  us,  that  we  have  a 
phyfician,  who  cannot  but  be  touched  with  the  feeling  of  our 
infirmities,  feeing  that  he  himfelf  once  took  them  upon  him, 
aud  fufFered  for  them,  even  unto  the  death  of  the  crois,  under 
which  he  u  fainted,”  and  on  which  u  his  bones  were  vexed.” 

3.  My  foul  is  alfo  fore  vexed :  but  thou  0  Lord  how  long ? 

Another  argument  is  drawn  from  the  fenfe  which  the  peni¬ 
tent  hath  of  this  his  woful  condition,  and  the  confternation  and 
anxiety  produced  thereby  in  his  troubled  mind.  Thefe  caufe 
him  to  fly  for  refuge  to  the  hope  fet  before  him.  “  Hope  de- 
u  ferred  maketh  the  heart  lick  ;  he  is  therefore  beautifully  re- 
“  prefented  as  crying  out,  with  a  fond  and  longing  impatience, 
(£  but  thou,  O  Lord,  how  long?”  His  ftrength  is  (uppoled  to 
fail  him,  and  the  fentence  is  left  imperfedt.  What,  blefled 
Jefus,  were  thy  u  troubles,”  when  to  thy  companions  rhou 
iaidlf,  (<  My  foul  is  exceeding  forrowful,  even  unto  death!” 
By  thofe  thy  forrows  we  befeech  thee  to  hear  the  voice  of 

thine 
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A  third  argument  is  formed  upon  the  confideration  of  God’s 
“  mercy  for  the  lake  of  which,  as  it  ispromifed  to  penitents, 
he  is  requeued  to  “  return/’  or  to  turn  himfelf  towards  the  fup- 
phant;  to  lilt  up  his  countenance  on  the  defponding  heart  ;  to 
“deliver”  it  from  darknefs  and  the  lhadow  of  death,  and  to 
dilfufe  around  it  light  and  life,  falvation,  joy,  and  gladnefs  like 
the  lun  in  the  morning,  when  he  revifits  a  benighted  world, 
and  calls  up  the  creation,  to  blefs  the  maker  of  fo  glorious  a 
luminary,  lo  bright  a  reprefentative  of  redeeming  Love. 

5.  For  in  death  there  is  m  remembrance  of  thee  :  in  the  grave 
who  (hall  give  thee  thanks . 

The  fourth  argument  proceeds  upon  a  fuppofitipn,  that  God 
created  man  for  his  own  glory,  which,  therefore,  would  be  fo 
far  diminilhed,  if  man  were  permitted  finally  to  perilh.  The 
body  could  not  glorify  God,  unlefs  raifed  from  the  dead  :  nor 
could  the  foul,  if  left  in  he  1.  The  voice  of  thankfgiving  is  not 
beard  in  the  grave,  and  no  hallelujahs  are  lung  in  the  pit  of 
deftru&ion.  This  plea,  now  urged  by  the  church,  was  urged 
for  her  without  all  doubt,  by  her  Saviour  in  his  devotions,  and 
prevailed  in  his  mouth,  as  through  him,  it  will  do  in  hers. 

6.  I  am  weary  with  my  groaning  ;  all  the  night  make  1  my  bed 
iofwim  ;  1  water  my  couch  with  my  tears . 

The  penitent  is  fupplied  with  a  fifth  argument,  by  the  figns  and 
fruits  of  a  fincere  repentance,  which  ppt  themfelvesfcrrh  in  him. 
Such  was  his  forrow,  and  fuch  revenge  did  he  take  upon  him- 
felf,  that  for  every  idle  word  he  now  poured  forth  a  groan,  like 
him  that  is  in  anguifn  through  extremity  of  bodily  pain,  until 
he  was  “  weary,  ”  but  yet  continued  groaning;  while  the  fad 
remembrance  of  each  wanton  folly  drew  a  tear  from  the  foun¬ 
tains  of  grief.  The  all  righteous  Saviour  himfelf  wept  over 
linners  :  linners  read  the  ffory,  and  yet  return  again  to  their 
fins ! 

7.  Mine  eye  is  confumed  becaufe  of  grief;  it  waxeth  old  be - 
caufe  of  all  mine  enemies . 

Grief  exhauffs  the  animal  fpirits,  dims  the  eyes,  and  brings  on 
old  age  before  its  time.  Thus  it  is  faid  concerning  the  man  of 
farrows,  that  “  many  were  aftonifhed  at  him,  his  vifage  was  fo 
“  marred  more  than  any  man,  and  his  form  was  more  than  the 
<(  fons  of  men.”  I  fa  i .  lii.  14.  How  long,  in  thefe  times, 
might  youth  and  beauty  laft,  were  godly  forrow  their  only 
,enemy  ? 

8.  Depart  from  me ,  all  ye  workers  of  iniquity ;  for  the  Lord, 
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hath  heard  the  voice  of  my  weeping .  9.  The  Lord  hath  heard 

my  [application,  the  Lord  will  hear ,  or,  hath  heard  my  prayer . 

Repentance  having  performed  her  talk,  having  taught  her 
votary  to  forfake  fin,  and  to  renounce  all  communication  with 
finners,  now  gives  place  to  faith,  which  appears. with  the  .glad 
tidings  of  pardon  and  acceptance,  cauling  the  penitent  to  rejoice 
in  God  his  Saviour,  with  joy  unfpeakable  ;  and  infpirmg  his 
heart  with  vigour  and  refolution  to  run  his  courfe  in  the  way 
of  righteou fuels.  Rilen  to  newnefs  in  life,  he  defies  the  ma¬ 
lice,  and  predicts  the  final  overthrow  of  his  ipiiitual  adver- 

faries.  #  . 

10.  Let  all  mine  enemies ,  or,  all  mine  enemies  Jljall  be  ajham - 

ed,  and  fore  vexed;  let  them ,  or,  they  f:  all  return  and  be  aj Lam¬ 
ed  fuddenly.  _  . 

Many  of  the  mournful  Pfalms  end  in  this  manner,  to  innruct 

the  believer,  that  he  is  continually  to  look  forward,  and  lolace 
himfelf  with  beholding  that  day,  when  his  warfare  fhall  be 
accomplilhed  ;  when  fin  and  forrow  fliall  be  no  moie  ,  w  hen 
fudden  and  everlaffcing  confufion  fliall  cover  the  enemies  of  righ- 
teoufnefs ;  when  the  fackcloth  of  the  penitent  Iball  be  exchang¬ 
ed  for  a  robe  of  glory,  and  every  tear  become  a  fparkling  gem 
in  his  crown  ;  when  to  fighs  and  groans  lhall  lucceed  the  ibngs 
of  heaven,  fet  to  angelic  harps,  and  faith  fhall  be  refolved  into 
the  vifion  of  the  Almighty. 

PSALM  VII. 

ARGUMENT. 

David  is  faid  to  have  compofed  this  Pfalm  concerning  the  w  ords 
or  the  matter  of  Cuih  the  Benjamite.  Whether  Saul,  or 
Shimei,  or  any  one  elle,  be  intended  under  this  name,  it  is 
fufficiently  clear,  that  David  had  been  malic ioufly  alperied 
and  calumniated  by  fuch  a  perfon  ;  that  the  Pfalm  was  writ¬ 
ten  to  vindicate  himfelf  from  the  imputation,  whatever  was 
the  nature  of  it ;  and  confequently,  may  be  confidered  as  the 
appeal  of  the  true  David  and  his  Dilciples  againil  the  grand 
Accufer  and  his  affociates.  The  perfon  fpeaking  1,  2.  de¬ 
clares  his  truft  to  be  in  God;  3 — 5.  protells  his  innocence; 
6 — 8.  defires  that  judgment  may  be  given  in  the  cauie  ;  9,  10. 
prays  for  the  abolition  of  fin,  and  the  full  eftablifhment  of 
righteoufnefs ;  11  — 13.  fets  forth  the  divine  judgments 

againft  finners;  14 — 16,  deferibes  the  beginning,  progrefs, 
and  end  of  fin,  with  17.  the  joy  and  triumph  of  the  faithful. 
1.  0  Lord  my  God ,  in  thee  do  1  put  my  truft ;  fave  me  from 
all  them  that  perfecute  me,  and  deliver  me. 

To  a  tender  and  ingenuous  fpirit,  the  “  perfecution”  of  the 

tongue  is  v/orfe  than  that  of  the  I  word,  and  with  more  difficul- 
-  ty 
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bodilyniitfeed  R5!  35  indeed  3  S°od  name  is  more  Pilous  than 
ooaiiy  lire.  Believers  in  every  age  have  been  perfecnterl  in 

this  way  ;  and  the  King  of  faints  often  mentions  it ‘as  one  of  the 

bitteteft  ingredients  in  his  cup  of  borrows.  Faith  and  prayer 

are  the  arms  with  which  this  formidable  temptation  nmf/be 

encountered,  and  may  be  overcome.  The  former  affures  us 

1  hSo'ro’do  d‘“"r”  "S  “i  ""  la, Mr  W 


2.  Lef  ne  tear  my  foul  like  a  lion  rending  it  in  pieces  -while 
there  is  none  to  deliver.  &  P  ’ 


Sm  rnJClV  7rh°m  DaVld  ftood  in  fear’  »«  probably 
baul,  roufed  by  a  falfe  accufation,  to  deftroy  him.  The  rave 

of  tyrants  is  o,ten  in  the  fame  manner  excited  againft  the  church. 


And  we  all  have  realon  to  dread  the  fury  of  one  who^  is  “the 

“  r0a™S  ll0‘h”  as  well  as  the  «  Accufer  of  the  brethren- 
rroai  111111  none  can  deliver  us,  but  God  only. 

m  3ha°mt°RD  ^  ^  1  ^  ^  tbis S  ifthere  be  Equity  in 

Oavid  makes  a  folemn  appeal  to  God,  the  fearcher  of  hearts, 
as  judge  of  his  innocence,  with  regard  to  the  particular  crime 

°"sc^rge.  Any  perfon,  when  flandered,  may  do  the 
lame.  But  Chrift  only  could  call  upon  heaven  to  atteft  hisuni- 
verlal  uprightnels.  In  his  “hands  -  there  was  “  no  iniquity  ■” 
all  his  works  were  wrought  in  perfect  righteoufnefs ,  and  when 
trie  pi  nice  of  this  world  came  to  try  and  explore  him,  he  found 
nothing  whereof  juftly  to  accufe  him.  The  vefl’el  was  thorough¬ 
ly  lhaken,  but  the  liquor  in  it  continued  pure. 

4.  If  1  have  rewarded  evil  unto  him  that  was  at  peace  with  me; 
y^u  id  dye  c  e  liver  ed  him  that  without  caufe  if  mine  enemy . 

David  probably  alludes  to  the  Itfeof  Saul,  which  was  twice 
pre  erved  by  him,  when  he  had  been  prefled  by  his  attendants  to 
embrace  the  opportunity  of  taking  it  away.  See  i  Sam.  xxiv. 

xxv.1*  j  tne  ^on  °f  David  St.  Paul  fays,  “  in  this  he  commend¬ 
ed  his  love  to  us,  that  when  we  were  Tinners,  he  died  for  us.” 
com.  v.  In  lo  exalted  a  lenie  did  he deliver  him  that  with¬ 
out  cauls  was  his  enemy.”  Wretched  they  who  perfecute 
their  benefactor  •  happy  he  who  can  refleCt,  that  he  has  been  a 
benefactor  to  his  perfecutors. 

5.  Let  the  enemy  perfecute  my  foul ,  and  take  it ;  yea  let  him  tread 
down  my  life  upon  the  earthy  and  lay  mine  honour  in  the  duJL 

I  heie  are  the  evils  which  David  imprecates  on  himfelf,  if  he 
wereluchashis  adverfariesreprefented  him;  perfecution,  appre- 
nenfion,  death,  and  dilgrace.  Chrift,  for  our  fakes  fubmitting 
to  (the  ^putation  of  guilt,  fuffered  all  thefe  -  but  being  innocent 
m  himlelf,  he  triumphed  over  them  all ;  he  was  raifed  and  re- 
ealed,  glorified  and  adored  ;  he  purfued  and  overtook  his  ene¬ 


mies. 


V 


Day  i.  e.  p*  on  the  PSALMS.  ip 

mies,  he  conquered  the  conquerors,  and  trampled  them  under 
his  feet;  and  he  enableth  us,  through  grace,  to  do  the  fame. 

6  drife  0  Lord  in  thine  anger,  lift  up  thyfelf  hecaufe  of  the  rage 
of  mine  enemies  :  and  awake  jor  me  to  the  judgment  that  thou  haft 
commanded. 

To  a  proteftation  of  innocence  fucceeds  a  prayer  for  judgment 
upon  the  cafe,  which  is  formed  on  thefe  two  confiderations ; 
firft,  the  unreafonable  and  unrelenting  fury  of  the  perfecutors; 
fecondly,  the  juftice  which  God  has  “  commanded  ”  others  to 
execute,  and  which  therefore  he  himfelf  will  doubtlels  ex¬ 
ecute  upon  fuch  occafions.  How  did  he  “awake,”  and  “a- 
“rife,”  and  “lift  up  himfelf  to  judgement,”  on  the  behalf  of 
his  Anointed,  in  the  day  of  the  refurre&ion  of  Jefus,  and  the 
fttbfequent  confufion  of  his  enemies?  And  let  injured  innocence 
ever  comfort  itlelf  with  the  remembrance  of  another  day  to 
come,  when,  every  earth-born  cloud  being  removed,  it  fhall 
dazzle  its  opprefiors  with  a  ludre  far  fuperior  to  that  of  a  noon¬ 
day  fun. 

7.  So  Jhall  the  congregation  of  the  people  compafs  thee  about ;  for 
their  fakes  therefore  return  thou  on  high. 

The  meaning  is,  that  a  vifible  difplay  of  God's  righteous  judg¬ 
ment  would  induce  multitudes  who  fhould  behold,  or  hear  of 
it,  to  adore  and  glorify  him.  For  their  fakes,  therefore,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  fufierer,  he  is  intreated  to  re-alcend  the  tribunal, 
as  formerly,  and  pronounce  the  wifhed-for  fentence.  Thus  the 
determination  of  the  caufe  between  Jefus  and  his  adverfaries,  by 
his  refurredtion,  and,  “return  on  high,”  brought  “  the  congre¬ 
gation  of  the  nations,”  around  him,  and  effected  the  converlion 
of  the  world.  Nor,  in  human  affairs,  does  any  thing  more  ad¬ 
vance  the  reputation  of  a  people  among  their  neighbours,  than  an 
equitable  fentence  in  the  mouth  of  him  who  fitteth  in  judgment. 

8.  The  Lord  Jhall judge  the  people  ;  judge  me,  0  Lord,  accor¬ 
ding  to  my  right eoujnefs,  and  according  to  mine  integrity  that  is  in 
me. 

Confcious  of  his  “  righteoufnefs”  and  integrity,”  as  to  the 
matter  in  queftion,  David  defires  to  be  judged  by  him,  who  is 
to  judge  the  world  at  the  laft  day.  How  few,  among  Chriftians, 
have  ferioufly  and  deliberately  confidered,  whether  the  fentence 
of  that  day  is  likely  to  be  in  their  favour?  Yet,  how  many,  with 
the  utmoft  compofure  and  felf  complacency,  repeat  continually  the 
words  of  this  Pfalm,  as  well  as  thofe  in  the  Te  Deum,  “  We 
“  believe  that  thou  (halt  come  to  be  our  fudge  1”  Legal,  or 
perfect  righteoufnefs  and  intregrity  are  peculiar  to  the  Redeem¬ 
er  :  but  evangelical  righteoufnefs  and  integrity  all  mud  have, 
who  would  be  faved. 

9.  0  let  the  wickednefs  of  the  wicked  come  to  an  end  ;  hut  eft  a - 
hlijh  the  juft ;  or,  the  wickednefs  of  the  wicked  Jhall ,  See.  for  the 

righteous 
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righteous  God  trieth  the  hearts  and  reins *  10.  My  defence  is  of  God 

who  faveih  the  upright  in  heart . 

It  is  predicted,  chat  wickednefs  will,  in  the  end,  he  abolifhed 
and  the  juft  immoveably  eftablifhed,  by  Him  who  knoweth  inti¬ 
mately  the  very  thoughts  and  defires  of  both  good  and  bad  men 
and  will  give  to  each  their  due  reward.  How  can  we  doubt  of 
this,  when  it  has  pleafed  God  to  afford  fo  many  expmples  and 
preludes  to  it,  in  his  difpenfations  of  old  time?  The  rio-hteous 
caufe  hath  already  triumphed  in  Chrift,  ;  let  us  not  doubt,  but 
that  it  will  do  fo  in  the  church.  Happy  the  man,  whole  hope 
iS  therefoi  e  in  God,  becaule  (  he  laveth  the  upright  in  heart. ” 

1 1 .  Godjudgeth  the  righteous ;  and  God  is  angry  with  the  wicked 
every  day . 

The  ienfe  feems  to  be,  that  there  are  daily  inftances  in  the 
world  of  God  s  favour  towards  his  people;  as  alfo  of  his  diiplea- 
fure  againft  the  ungodly,  who  are  frequently  vifited  by  fore 
judgments,  and  taken  away  in  their  fins.  In  this  light  we  fhould 
consider  and  regard  all  hiftory,  whether  that  of  our  own  acre  and 
nation,  or  of  any  other.  ° 

12.  If  he  turn  not ,  he  will  whet  his  [word ;  he  hath  bent  his  bow , 
and  made  it  reaay.  1 3.  He  hath  alfo  prepared  for  him  the  infir  u - 
ments  of  death;  he  ordaineth  his  arrows  againft  the  perfecutors. 

I  he  finner,  who  is  not  converted  by  the  vengeance  inflided 
on  others,  will  himfelf  at  length  be  made  an  example  of.  The 
wrath  of  God  may  be  flow,  but  it  is  always  fure.  In  thoughtlefs 
fecurity  man  wantons  and  whiles  away  the  precious  hours;  he 
knows  not  that  every  tranlgreffion  fetsa  frelhedge  on  thefword 
which  is  thus  continually  whetting  for  his  deftrudion  ;  nor  con- 
fiders,  that  he  is  the  mark  of  an  archer  who  never  errs,  and  who' 
at  this  very  inftant,  perhaps,  has  fitted  to  the  firing  that  arrow 
which  is  to  pierce  his  foul  with  everlafting  anguifh. 

14.  Behold ,  he  travaileth  with  iniquity ,  and  hath  conceived  mi  ft 
chief  and  brought  forth  falsehood. 

Th  is  is  not  to  be  underftood  as  if“  travail”  were  previous  to 
“  conception.”  The  firft  is  a  general  expreffion  ;  “  Behold, 

<(  he  travaileth  with  iniquity  ;”  the  latter  part  of  the  verfe  is 
more  particular ;  as  if  it  had  been  faid,  t(  and  having  conceived 
mifchief,  he  bringeth forth  falfehood.”  When  an  evil  thought 
is  inftilled  into  the  heart  of  a  man,  then  the  feed  of  the  wicked 
one  is  fown  ;  by  admitting,  retaining,  and  cherifhing  the  diabo¬ 
lical  fuggeftion  in  his  mind,  he  u  conceiveth”  apurpole  of  “  mif¬ 
chief  ;  when  that  purpofe  is  gradually  formed  and  matured  for 
the  birth,  he  “  travaileth  with  iniquity ;”  at  length,  by  carrying 
it  into  action,  he  “bringeth  forth  falfehood.”  The  purity  of 
the  foul,  like  that  of  the  body,  from  whence  the  image  is  bor¬ 
rowed,  muft  be  preferved  by  keeping  out  of  the  way  of  tempta¬ 
tion. 


15.  He 
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1 5.  He  made  a  pit,  and  digged  it,  and  has  fallen  into  the  ditch 
which  be  made.  16.  His  wif chief  Jhall  return  upon  his  own  head, 
and  his  violent  dealing  fh all  come  down  upon  his  own  pate. 

All  the  world  agrees  to  acknowledge  the  equity  of  that  fcn- 
tence  which  inflifts  upon  the  guilty  the  punifliment  intended  by 
them  for  the  innocent.  No  one  pities  the  fate  of  a  man  buried 
in  that  pit  which  he  had  dug  to  receive  his  neighbour  ;  or  of  him 
who  owes  his  death-wound  to  the  return  of  an  arrow  (hot  again!* 
heaven.  Saul  was  overthrown  by  thofe  Philiftines  whom  he 
would  have  made  the  inftruments  of  cutting  off  David  Ha- 
man  was  hanged  on  his  own  gallows.  The  Jews,  who  excited 
the  Romans  to  crucify  Chrift,  were  themfelves,  by  the  Romans, 
crucified  in  crowds.  Striking  inftances  thele  of  the  vengeance 
to  be  one  day  executed  on  all  tempters  aud  persecutors  of  others ; 
when  men  and  angels  ihall  lift  up  their  voices,  and  cry  out  to¬ 
gether  “  Righteous  art  thou  O  Lord,  and  juft  are  thy  judg- 
“  ments.” 

17.  1  will  praife  the  Lord  according  to  his  right eoufnefs  ;  and 
will  fing  praife  to  the  name  of  the  Lord  mojl  high. 

Whatever  doubts  may  at  prefent  arife  concerning  the  ways  of 
God,  let  us  reft  allured  that  they  will  all  receive  a  Solution  ;  and 
that  the  “  righteoufnefs”  of  the  great  judge,  mamfefted  in  his 
final  determinations,  will  be  the  lubjedt  of  everlafting  hallelu¬ 
jahs. 

* 

PSALM  VIII. 

ARGUMENT. 

This  is  the  firft  of  thofe  Plalms  which  the  church  has  appointed 
to  be  read  on  Afcenfion-day.  It  treats,  as  appears  from  Heb. 
ii.  6,  &c.  of  the  wonderful  love  of  God,  fhewn  by  the  ex¬ 
altation  of  our  nature  in  Mefliah,  or  the  fecond  Adam,  to  the 
right  hand  of  the  Majefty  on  high,  and  by  the  fubjeclion  of 
all  creatures  to  the  word  of  his  power. 

1.  0  Lord,  our  Lord,  how  excellent  is  thy  name  in  all  the 
earth  !  who  haft  fet  thy  glory  above  the  heavens. 

The  Prophet  beholds  in  fpirit  the  fufferings of Chrift,  and  the 
glory  that  ftiould  follow  ;  like  St.  Stephen  afterward,  he  fees 
heaven  opened,  and  Jefus  (landing  at  the  right  hand  of  God  ;  the 
fight  fills  his  heart  with  wonder,  love,  and  devotion,  which  break 
forth  in  this  addrefs  to  u  Jehovah,”  as  u  our  Lord  for  fuch 
he  is  by  the  twofold  right  of  creation  and  redemption,  having 
made  us,  and  purchafed  us.  On  both  accounts,  u  how  excellent/* 
how  full  of  beauty  and  honour  is  his  name,  difFufed  by  the  gof- 
pel  through  u  all  the  earth !”  But  more  efpecially  do  men  and 
angels  admire  and  adore  him  for  the  exaltation  of  bis  “  glory,” 
the  glory  of  the  only  begotten,  high  “  above  the  heavens,”  and 
,  H  all 
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S?  Ti"*’  r^he  thr0ne  PrePared  for  him  before  the 
foundation  of  tne  world. 

„?*  0ut  f  ™«tb  <>f  babes  and  fucbdings  haft  thou  ordained, 

thZ'ttyMU  7’r- TJ!ltuted  Jlre”gth>  becaufeof  thine  enemies, 
tLiu.  thou  might  eft  ft  ill  the  enemy  and  avenger . 

This  verfe  is  cKed  by  our  Lord,  Matt.  xxi.  j 6.  and 
applied  to  *  little  children  i-n  the  temple,  crying,  “  Hofan- 
oan  to  the  ion  oM David  l”  which  vexed  and  confounded 
ns  inajgu'ant  adversaries.  The  import  of  the  words,  therefore 
p  am  y,  is  that  the  praifes  of  Mefliah,  celebrated  in  the  church 
by  his  children  have  in  them  a  flrength  and  power  which  no- 
thing  ca-n  withftand  ;  they  can  nbalh  infidelity,  when  at  its  (Treat- 
eit  heignt,  and  ftnkehdl  itlelfdumb.  In  the  citation  made  by 

j  yy  or  ’  whu;h  the  Evangel  iff  gives  from  the  Greek  of  the 
,  we  read,  “  thou  haft  perfected  praife,”  which  feems  to 

be  rather  a  paraphrase  than  a  tranllation  of  the  Hebrew',  literal¬ 
ly  rendered  by  our  mandators,  “  thou  haft  ordained  ftrenpth  ” 

3  *  JVhftn  1  conjider  thy  heavens  the  work  of  thy  fingers,  the  moo* 
and  the  ft ars  which  thou  haft  ordained;  4.  IV hat  is  man  that  thou 
art  mincful  of  him  P  and  the  fon  of  man,  that  thou  viftteft  him  p 
At  the  time  of  inditing  this  Pfalrn,  David  is  evidently  ibprd- 
.d  to  have  had  before  his  eyes  the  heavens,  as  they  appear" by 
night.  He  is  (truck  with  the  awful  magnificence  of  the  wide  ex¬ 
tended  firmament,  adorned  by  the  moon  walking  in  brightness, 
and  rendered  brilliant  by  the  vivid  luitre  of  a  multitude  of  fhi- 
™nS  orbs,  differing  from  each  other  in  magnitude  and  fplendor. 
And  when,  from  furveying  the  beauty  of  heaven,  with  its  glo- 
rious  fhew,  he  turns  to  take  a  view  of  the  creature  man,  he  is  itill 
more  affeded  by  the  mercy,  than  he  had  before  been  by  the  rna-- 
jehy  of  the  Lord  :  fince  far  leis  wonderful  it  is,  that  God  fnould 
make  fucha  world  as  this,  than  that  He,  who  made  fuch  a  world 
as  this,  fhould  be  “  mindful  of  man,”  in  his  fallen  eflate  and 
fhould“  v iliF*  human  nature  with  his  falvation. 

5.  For  thou  haft  made  him  a  little,  or,  for  a  little  while,  lower 
than  the  angels,  and  haft  crowned  him  with  glory  and  honour.  6. 
Thou  made ft  him  to  have  dominion  over  the  works  of  thy  hands; 
thou  hajt  put  all  things  under  his  feet . 

On  thefe  two  verl'es,  with  that  preceding,  St.  Paul  has  left  us 
the  following  comment.  “  One  in  a  certain  place  testified, 
laying.  What  is  man,  that  thou  arc  mindful  of  him?  or  the 
fon  of  man,  that  thou  vifiteft  him?  Thou  madeft  him  a  little 
i(  lower  than  [marg.  a  little  while  inferior  to]  the  angels;  thou 
*c  cr°u  nell  him  with  glory  and  honour, and  didh  let  him  over  the 
‘works  of  thy  hands  ;  thou  haft  put  all  things  in  fubjedion  under 
his  feet.  For  in  that  he  puc all  in  fubjedion  under  him,heleft 
“  nothing  that  is  not  put  under  him.  But  now  we  fee  not 
“  YET  all  things  put  under  him.  But  we  fee  Jesus,  who 

“  was 
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«  was  made  a  little  lower  than  the  angels,  for  the  fullering  of 
«  death,  crowned  with  glory  and  honour.”  Heb.  ii.  6,  &c.  See 

alfo  i  Cor.  xv.  17-  ;  'i  '  .  r  ,  r  ,J  n  r  , 

7.  All  fheep  and  oxen,  yea ,  and  the  heajls  of  the  field  ;  The  fowls 

of  the  air ,  and  the  fifh  of  the  fea,  and  whati'oevef  faffeth  through  the 
paths  of  the  fea . 

Adam,  upon  his  creation,  was  inverted  with  fovereign  domi¬ 
nion  over  the  creatures,  in  words  of  the  fame  import  withthele; 
Gen.  1 .  28.  which  are  therefore  here  uled,  and  the  creatures  par¬ 
ticularized,  to  inform  us,  that  what  thefirlt  Adam  loll  by  tranf- 
greflion,  the  fecond  Adam  regained  by  obedience.  I  hat 
u  glory  ”  which  was  “fet  above  the  heavens,”  could  not  but  be 
over  all  things  on  “the  earth.”  And  accordingly,  we  hear  our 
Lord  faying,  after  his  refurreCtion,  “  All  power  is  given  unto  me 
“  in  heaven  and  in  earth.”  Matth.  xxviii.  18.  Nor  is  it  a  {pe¬ 
culation  unpleaiing,  or  unprofitable,  to  conlider,  that  he  who  rules 
over  the  ^material  world,  is  Lord  alio  ot  the  intellectual,  or  fpi  ri¬ 
tual  creation,  represented  thereby.  The  loulsof  the  faithful,  low¬ 
ly  and  harmiefs,  are  the  Iheep  of  his  pallure ;  thole  who,  like 
oxen,  are  (trong  to  labour  in  the  church,  and  who,  by  expound¬ 
ing  the  word  of  life,  tread  out  the  corn  tor  the  nourilhment  ot 
the  people,  own  him  for  their  kind  and  beneficent  matter  ;  nay, 
tempers  fierce  and  untraCtable  as  the  wild  beallsof  the  delert,  are 
yet  fubjeT  to  his  will ;  fpirits  of  the  angelic  .kind,  that,  like  the 
birds  of  the  air,  traverfe  freely  the  fuperior  region,  move  at 
his  command  ;  and  thofe  evil  ones,  vvhofe  habitation  is  in  the  deep 
abyfs,  even  to  the  great  Leviathan  himfejf;  all,  all ,  are  put  un¬ 
der  the  feet  of  King  Mefliah ;  who  “becaufe  he  humbled  himfelf, 
c<  and  became  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs, 
(£  was  therefore  highly  exalted, and  had  a  name  given  himabove 
u  every  name,  that  at  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee  fhould 
u  bow,  whether  of  things  in  heaven,  or  things  on  earth,  or 
“  things  under  the  earth  ;  and  that  every  tongue  fhould  con- 
“  fefs  that  Jesus  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father.” 
Phil.  ii.  8,  &c. 

9.  0  Lor  d,  our  Lord ,  how  exccellent  is  thy  name  in  all  the  earth  J 

Let  therefore  the  upiverfal  chorus  of  men  and  angels  join  their 
voices  together,  and  make  their  found  to  be  heard  as  one,  in 
honour  of  the  Redeemer,  evermore  praifuig  him,  and  laying,  O 
Lord,  our  Lord  Jelus  Chrift,  King  of  Righteoufnefs,  Peace,  and 
Glory,  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,  how  excellent  how  pre¬ 
cious,  how  lovely,  how  great  and  glorious  is  thy  Name,  diffufed 
over  all  the  earth,  for  the  falvation  of  thy  chofen.  Bleffing  and 
and  honour,  and  glory,  and  power  he  unto  him  that  fitteth  up¬ 
on  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb,  forever  and  ever.  And  let 
heaven  and  earth  fay,  amen, 
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II  DAY.  MORNING  PRAYER.  PSALM  IX. 

ARGUMENT. 

This  Pfalm  confifts  of  two  parts,  a  thankfgiving,  1— 12,  and  a 
piayer,  13  20.  Upon  what  particular  occafion  it  was  coin* 

poled,  is  not  known  ;  probably,  to  celebrate  the  vidtories 
gained  by  David  over  the  neighbouring  nations,  after  God 
had  exalted  him  to  be  king  in  Sion.  See  ver.  1 1.  But  mod 
certainly  the  Pfalm  was  intended  for  the  ufe  of  the  ChriRian 
Church;  and  die  continually,  by  ufmg  it,  j,  2.  declares  her 
refolution  to  celebrate  the  praifes  of  her  God  ;  fmce  3,  4. 
her  enemies  we.re  vanquifted,  andhercaufe  was  carried;  5,6. 
t:ie  empire  of  Satan  was  fubverted,  and  7,  8.  the  kingdom  of 
Chriil  eftabhfhed ;  9,  10,  affording  to  believers  refuge  and 
i  al  vat  ion,  for  all  thefe  bleffings,  n.  Chriftians  are  excited  to 
prade  their  Redeemer,  w'ho  12.  forgets  nothing  that  is  done 
or  fullered  for  his  fake.  13,  14.  The  Church  petitions  for 
final  deliverance  from  the  world,  and  the  evil  thereof;  15,  16. 
building  her  hope  upon  the  mercies  already  received,  17,  18. 
ihe  foretels  the  deftrudion  of  the  wicked  ;  and  19,  20.  prays 
for  the  manifeRation  of  God. 

1 .  I  will praife  thee ,  O  Lord,  with  my  whole  heart ;  I  will  fhew 
forth  all  thy  marvellous  works. 

In  this  animated  and  exalted  hymn,  the  church  begins  with 
declaring  her  reiolution  to  “  praife  Jehovah,”  as  the  author  of 
her  falvation  ;  and  that,  neither  coldly,  as  if  the  falvation  were 
little  worth  ;  nor  partially,  referving  a  fhare  of  the  gJory  of  it 
to  herfelf;  but  with  the  “  whole  heart,”  with  an  affedion  pure 
and  Burning, ‘  like  the  holy  fire  upon  the  altar.  She  is  deter¬ 
mined  to  “  fhew  forth  77  to  the  world,  for  its  convidion  and  con- 
verfion,  “all  his  marvellous  works,”  the  moil  “marvellous77  of 
v/hich  are  thofe  wrought  tor,  and  in  the  fouls  of  men.  Outward 
miracles  ftrike  more  forcibly  upon  the  fenfes;  but  they  are  in- 
trod  udory  only  to  thole  internal  operations,  which  they  are  in¬ 
tended  to  reprefent. 

2.  1  will  he  glad  and  rejoice  in  thee  ;  1  will  finp  praife  to  thy  name , 

0  mofl  High . 

C  hr  ill  ’ans  are  taught  to  “  be  glad  and  rejoice,77  not  in  abun¬ 
dance  of  wealth,  or  plenitude  of  power,  not  in  the pleafuresof 
fenfe  or  the  praife  of  men,  but  in  God  their  Saviour:  and  their 
joy  is  as  far  Riper  ior  to  the  joy  of  the  w  orldly,  as  the  otjed  of  one 
is  to  that  of  the  other.  He  who,  w  ith  the  lpirit  and  the  under- 
Rand  mg,  as  well  as  with  the  voice,  “Rings  praife  to  thy  name, 
“Q  moil  high/7  is  employed  as  the  angles  are,  and  experiences 
a  foretafle  of  the  delight  they  feel. 


3.  When 
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3.  When  mine  enemies  cine  driven  buck ,  they  Jh all  fully  01,  they 

/humble,  or,  fall,  and  per  i/h  at  thy  prefence . 

The  church  begins  to  explain  the  fubjeft  of  her  joy,  which 
is  a  vi&ory  over  her  “  enemies;”  a  vi&ory  not  gained  by  her- 
lelf,  but  by  the  “  prefence  of  God”  in  the  m  id'll  of  her.  The 
grand  enemy  of  our  falvation  was  fir  ft  vanquilhed  by  Child  in 
the  wildernefs,  and  “  driven  back,”  with  the  words  “  Get  thee 
«  behind  me  Satan.”  The  fame  blefled  perlon  afterwards 
completely  triumphed  over  him  upon  the  Crols,  when  the “  prince 
“  of  this  world  was  cad  out.”  1  his  is  that  great  victory,  which 
we  celebrate  in  pfalms,  and  hymns,  and  fpiritual  longs,  from  ge¬ 
neration  to  generation  ;  and,  through  faith  in  him  who  achiev¬ 
ed  it,  we  are  likewife  enabled  to  fight,  and  to  overcome. 

4.  Fsr  thou  haft  maintained  my  right  and  my  caufe;  thoufatej ? 
in  the  throne  judging  right. 

The  fame  important  tranfa&ion  is  here  deferibed  in  foren- 
fick,  as  before  it  was  in  military  terms.  Satan  having  gotten 
pofleflion  of  mankind,  might  have  pleadedhisright  to  keep  it,  lince 
by  tranfgrefiion  they  had  left  God,  and  fold  themfelves  to  him. 
But  Chrid,  as  the  church's  reprefentative  and  advocate,  made 
the  fatisfaclion  required,  paid  down  the  price  of  redemption, 
“took  the  prey  from  the  mighty,  and  delivered  the  lawful  cap¬ 
tive.”  Ifai.  xlix.  24.  Thus  was  our  “right  and  our  caufe  main- 
“  tained  ;”  thus  we  were  refeuedfrom  the  opprelfor,  and  he  who 
“  fate  on  the  throne  judged  righteous  judgment.”  Something 
of  this  fort  may  be  fuppofed  to  pafs,  concerning  each  individu¬ 
al,  between  the  Accufer  of  the  brethren  and  the  eternal  In  ter - 
cefior,  in  the  court  of  heaven. 

5.  Thou  ha/i  rebuked  the  heathen ,  tkou  haft  de/lroyed  the 'wicked, 
thou  haft  put  out  their  name  for  ever  and  ever. 

To  the  victory  of  Chrid  fucceeded  the  overthrow  of  Satan’s 
empire  in  the  pagan  world.  “The  heathen  were  rebuked,” 
when,  through  the  power  of  the  Spirit  in  thofe  who  preached 
the  Gofpel,  men  were  convinced  of  fin,  and  of  righteoufnefs, 
and  of  judgment;  “  the  wicked  were  dedroyed,  and  their  name 
“put  out  forever,”  when  the  Roman  power  became  Chridian, 
and  the  ancient  idolatry  funk,  to  rife  no  more.  A  day  is  com¬ 
ing,  when  all  iniquity  lhall  perilh,  and  be  forgotten,  in  like  man¬ 
ner. 

6.  0  thou  enemy ,  deft ru6t ions  are  come  to  a  perpetual  end  :  or, 
the  deftruffiions  of  the  enemy  are  completed  to  the  utmo/l ;  and  thou 
O  God,  haft  deftroyed  their  cities,  their  memorial  is  peri/ked  with 
them  /  * 

*  Bifliop  Lowth  renders  this  verfe  to  the  fame  effedt.  “  Defolations  have 
c<  confamed  the  enemy  for  ever;  and  as  to  the  cities  which  thou,  0  God ,  haft 
st  deftrwyed,  their  memory  is  perifhed  with  them/*  See  Merrick’s  Annota¬ 
tions  on  the  Pfalms,  p.  9. 

it  rir-V  •  ‘  *  *  j  rT'L  ^ 
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1  he  Chnftian  church,  when  repeating  thefe  words,  mav  be 
luppoied  to  take  a  retrofped;  view  of  the  fucceffive  fall  0f  thofe 
empires,  with  their  capital  “cities,”  in  which  the  “  enemy”  had 
from  time  to  time  fixed  his  residence,  and  which  had  vexed  and 
perfecuted  the  people  of  God  in  different  ages.  Such  were  the 
Aliy  nan,  or  Babylonian,  the  Perfwn  and  the  Grecian  monarchies. 
All  thefe  vamfhed  away,  and  came  to  nothing.  Nav  the  very 
“  mem°rial,?  of  the  fiupendous  Nineveh  and  Babylon  is  fo 
Per^aed  with  them,”  that  the  place  where  they  once  flood  is 
now  no  more  to  be  found.  The  Roman  empire  w  as  the  Jail  of 
uie  pagan  perfecuting  powers;  and  when  the  church  fa  w  “  that” 
under  her  feet,  well  might  fhe  cry  out,  “  The  definitions  of  the 
*  enemy  are  compleated  to  the  utmoft!”  How  lovely  will  this 
long  be,  in  the  day  when  the  la.ft  enemy  fh^Jl  be  deflroyed,  and 
the  world  itfelf  fhall  become  what  Babylon  is  at  prefent.  Next 
J?  the  glory  and  triumph  of  that  day,  is  the  jubilee  which  the 
Cnriftian  celebrates,  upon  his  conqueft  over  the  body  of  fin. 

;  7-  Tut  the  Lord  fhall  endure  for  tver ;  he  hath  prepared  his 
throne  for  judgment .  8  And  he  (hall  fudge  the  world  in  rbhte - 

Gufnef ,  toe f  jail  minifier  judgment  to  the  people  in  upright nef  s , 

In  oppofition  to  the  tranfient  nature  of  earthly  kingdoms,  the 
eternal  duration  of  Mefiiah’s  kingdom  is  afferted  ;  as  alfo  its  uni- 
verfality,  extending  over  the  whole  “  world;”  together  with 
the  confummate  reditude  of  its  adminiftration.  To  him,  as  fu- 
preme  judge  in  an  unerring  court  of  equity,  lies  an  appeal  from 
the  unjuft  determinations  here  below  :  and  by  him  in  perfon  fhall 
every  caufe  be  reheard,  when  that  court  fhall  fit,  and  all  nations 
fhall  be  fummoned  to  appear  before  it. 

t  9-  The  Lord  alfo  will  be  a  refuge  for  the  oppreffed ,  a  refuge  in 
time  of  trouble. 

In  the  mean  time,  and  until  he  returneth  to  judgment,  the 
poor  in  fpirtt,  the  meek  and  lowly  penitent,  however  “  oppreffed 
“  *n  Lines  of  trouble,”  by  worldly  and  ungodly  men,  and  by 
the  frequent  aflaulrs  of  the  wicked  one,  ftiil  finding  a  refuge  in 
Jefus ;  who  renews  hisftrengtb  by  frefh  fupplies  of  grace,  arms 
him  with  faith  and  patience,  and  animates  him  with  the  hope  of 
glory. 

10.  And  they  that  know  thy  name  ^  will  put  their  truf  in  thee; 
for  thou ,  Lord,  kajl  not  forfaken  them  that  feekthee. 

Therefore,  they  who  “know  God’s  name,”  that  is,  who  are 
acquainted  with,  and  have  experienced  his  merciful  nature  and 
diipoiition,  expreffed  in  that  name,  will  take  no  unlawful  me¬ 
thods  to  efcape  affliction,  nor  “put  their  trull”  in  any  but  “  him” 
for  deliverance  ;  fince  a  molt  undoubted  truth  (and  O  what  a 
comfortable  truth)  it  is,  that"  thou  Lord  Jefus,  haft  not  forfa- 
“  ken,”  nor  ever  wilt  finally  "forfake  them  that”  fincerely  and 
diligently,  with  their  whole  heart,  “  feek”  to  “  thee”  for  help ; 

as 
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as  a  child,  upon  apprehenfion  of  danger,  flies  to  the  arms  of  its 
tender  and  indulgent  parent. 

1  r.  Sing  praifes  to  the  Lord,  which  dwelleth  in  Zion  ;  declare 
among  the  people  his  doings , 

The  church,  having  celebrated  thepowerand  the  goodnefsof 
her  Lord,  exhorteth  all  her  children  to  lift  up  their  voices,  and 
fmg  together,  in  full  chorus,  the  praifes  of  him  whole  taberna¬ 
cle  is  in  u  Zion,”  who  relides  with  men,  upon  the  mountain  of 
his  hoiinefs,  and  faith,  “  Behold  1  am  with  you  always,  even  to 
(( the  end  of  the  world.”  And  thus,  not  only  “  among  the  peo- 
“ple,”  but  alio  to  principalities  and  powers  in  heavenly 
places,  will  be  u  declared”  and  made  known  by  the  voice  of 
thankfgiving  in  the  church,  the  manifold  wifdom  and  mercy  of 
God,  in  his  u  doings”  towards  man.  See  Ephel.  iii.  10. 

12.  When  he  maketh  inquifition  for  blood r  he  remember eth  them , 
and  forgetteth  not  the  cry  of  the  humble . 

An  objection  might  he  darted  to  the  fo  much  extolled  loving 
kindnefs  of  God,  namely  that  in  this  world  his  faithful  people  are 
often  afflicted  and  perfecuted ;  nay  fometimes  fufflered  to  be  kil¬ 
led  all  the  day  long,  as  lheep  appointed  to  the  (laughter.  But 
this  is  obviated  by  the  confideration,  that  all  is  not  over,  as  wick¬ 
ed  men  may  fuppofe,  at  death  ;  that  a  drift  “  inquifition”  will 
be  appointed  hereafter,  when  the  “  blood”  of  martyrs  and  the 
fuife  rings  of  confelfors  (hall  not  be  “  forgotten.”  He  remem - 
bereth  u  them,  that  is,  thole  who  leek  him,”  mentioned 
verfe  10. ;  fo  that  the  exhortation  to  u  fmg  praifes,”  &c.  ver. 
11.  feems  parenthetic. 

13.  Have  mercy  upon  7ne>  0  Lord,  confider  the  trouble  which 
Ifujfer  of  them  that  hate  nicy  thou  that  lift  eft  me  up  from  the  gates 
of  death . 

We  are  now  come  to  the  fecond  part  of  this  Pfalm.  The 
church,  after  having,  in  a  former  part,  drengthened  her  faith 
by  commemoration  of  the  mighty  works  God  had  wrought  for 
her,  proceeds,  in  this,  to  pour  forth  a  prayer  for  farther  and 
final  deliverance.  She  (peaks,  as  Hill  militant  upon  earth,  dill 
in  an  enemy’s  country,  furmunded  by  them  that  hate  her,  and 
differing  much  from  them.  To  whom  therefore  Ihould  (he  ad- 
drefs  herfelf,  but  to  him,  whole  high  prerogative  it  is,  literally 
to  “  raife  from  the  gates  of  death  to  him  who  is,  in  every 
podible  fend,  u  the  refurreflion  and  the  life?” 

14.  That  1  may  fnew  forth  all  thy^praife  in  the  gates  of  the 
daughter  of  Zion,  I  will  rejoice  in  thy  falvation . 

The  members  of  the  church  militant  delpair  of  being  able 
to  “  (hew  forth  all  God’s  praiie,”  till  they  become  members  of 
the  church  triumphant.  There  is  a  beautiful  contrail  between 
“  the  gates  of  death,”  in  the  preceding  verfe,  and  “  the  gates 
<c  of  th^  daughter  of  Zion,”  or  the  heavenly  jerufalem,  in  this : 

The 
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]  he  one  lead  down  to  the  pit,  the  other  up  to  the  mount  of 
Ood;  the  one  open  into  perpetual  darknefs,  the  other  into 
light  eternal  ?  from  the  one  proceeds  nothing  but  what  is  evil, 
fiom  the  other  nothing  but  what  is  good  ;  infernal  fpirits  watch 
at  the  one,  the  other  are  unbarred  by  the  hands  of  angels. 
What  a  blelling  then  is  it,  to  be  fnatched  from  the  formerand 
tranfported  to  the  latter!  Who  but  mud:  “  rejoice”  in  fuch 
41  falvation  !” 

1 5*  The  heathen  are  funk ,  or  Jink  down  in  the  pit  that  they  made  ; 
in  the  net  which  they  hid  is  their  own  foot  taken.  16.  The 
Lord  is  known  by  the  judgment  which  he  executeth  ;  the  wicked  is 
flared  in  the  work  of  his  own  hands . 

Faith  beholds,  as  already  executed,  that  righteous  judgment, 
whereby  wicked  men  and  evil  fpirits  will  fall  into  the  perditi¬ 
on  which  they  had  prepared  for  others,  either  openly  by  per¬ 
fection,  or  more  covertly  by  temptation,  See  Pf.  vii.  15,  16. 

17.  The  wicked  fall  he  turned  into  belly  and  all  the  nations  that 
forget  God. 

All  wickednefs  came  originally,  with  the  wicked  one,  from 
liell ;  thither  it  will  be  again  remitted,  and  they  who  hold  on 
its  lide  mud  accompany  it  on  its  return  to  that  place  of  tor¬ 
ment,  there  to  be  (hut  up  forever.  The  true  (fate  both  of 
<e  nations,”  and  the  individuals  of  which  they  are  compofed,  is 
to  be  effimated  from  one  (ingle  circumdance,  namely,  whether 
in  their  doings  they  remember,  or  “  forget  God.”  Remem¬ 
brance  of  Him  is  the  well-fpring  of  virtue;  forgetfulnefs  of  Him 
the  fountain  of  vice. 

18.  For  the  needy  fall  not  always  be  forgotten  :  the  expectati¬ 
on  of  the  poor  fall  not  perif  for  ever . 

I  hey  who  remember  God  (hall  infallibly  be  remembered  by 
Him,  and  let  this  be  their  anchor,  in  the  mod  tempeduous 
feafons.  The  body  of  a  martyr  is  buried  in  the  earth ;  and  fo 
is  the  root  of  the  faired  flower ;  But  neither  of  them  u  perifh- 
u  ethforever.”  Let  but  the  winter  pafs,  and  the  fpring  return, 
and  lo,  the  faded  and  withered  flower  blooms;  the  body  fown 
in  corruption,  difhonour,  and  weaknefs,  rifes  in  incorruption, 
glory,  and  power. 

19.  Arife  0  Lord,  let  not  men  prevail :  let  the  heathen  be 
judged  in  thy  fight . 

And  now,  the  Spirit  and  the  Bride  fay,  Come;  Arife,  O 
Lord  Jefus  from  thy  throne  of  glory,  and  come  quickly  ;  “  let 
u  not”  the  u  man”  of  fin  <(  prevail”  againd  thy  church  ;  but 
let  the  long  depending  caufe  between  her  and  her  adverfaries, 

“  be  judged”  and  finally  determined  “  in  thy  fight.” 

20.  Put  them  in  fear  0  Lord,  that  the  nations  may  know  them- 
f elves  to  be  but  men . 

Strange,  that  man,  dud  in  his  original,  finful  by  his  fall, 
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and  continually  reminded  of  both,  by  every  thing  in  him  and 
about  him,  (hould  yet  fland  in  need  of  fome  (harp  affliction, 
foaie  fevere  vibration  from  God,  to  bring  him  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  himfelf,  and  make  him  feel,  who,  and  what  he  is. 
But  this  is  frequently  the  cafe  ;  and  when  it  is,  as  there  are 
wounds  which  cannot  be  healed  without  a  previous  application 
of  cauftics,  mercy  is  neceflitated  to  begin  her  work  with  an  in- 
flidtion  of  judgment. 

PSALM  X. 

ARGUMENT. 

This  Pfalm  is,  in  the  LXX,  joined  to  the  preceding,  but  in  the 
Hebrew  divided  from  it.  The  church,  under  perfecution 
from  the  fpirit  of  Antichrift  in  the  world,  after  1.  an  humble 
expoflulation  with  her  Lord,  fetteth  down  the  marks  where¬ 
by  that  fpirit  may  be  known  ;  fuch  as  2.  hatred  of  the  faith¬ 
ful  ;  3.  (elf  willednefs  and  worldly  mindednefs;  4.  infide¬ 
lity;  5,  6.  profligacy  and  pride;  7.  profanenefs  and  perju¬ 
ry  ;  8 — 10.  liibtlety  and  treachery  employed  againft  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  God;  11.  fecurity  and  prefumption.  From  the  per- 
fecutions  of  fuch  a  fpirit  the  church  12 — 15.  prayeth  earneft- 
ly  to  be  delivered;  and  16 — 18.  through  faith,  rejoiceth  in 
tribulation. 

1.  Why  ft  an  clef l  thou  afar  off,  0  Lord  !  Why  hi  (left  thou  thy - 
felf  in  times  of  trouble  P 

During  the  conflict  between  the  church  and  her  adversaries, 
God  is  reprefented  as  one  withdrawing  to  a  diftance,  inftead  of 
affording  fuccour;  nay,  as  one  concealing  himfelf,  fo  as  not  to 
be  found  by  thofe  who  petitioned  for  aid,  or  counfcl.  To  be¬ 
hold  the  righteous  caufe  oppr elfed,  and  good  men  feemingly 
deferted  by  heaven,  at  a  time  when  they  moft  need  its  af]jfl> 
ance,  is  apt  to  offend  the  weak,  and  oftentimes  (tagger  thofe 
who  are  itrong.  It  is  indeed  a  lore  trial,  but  intended  to 
make  us  perfect  in  the  practice  of  three  rno(t  important  duties, 
humility,  refignation,  and  faith.  That  we  may  not  faint  un¬ 
der  the  feverity  of  this  dilcipline,  let  us  ever  bear  in  mind 
that  the  beloved  Son  of  the  Father,  the  Son  in  whom  he  was 
well  plea  fed,  had  once  occafion  to  utter  thefe  words,  u  My 
“  God,  my  God,  why  hall  thou  forfaken  me  Vy 

2.  The  wicked  in  his  pride  dvth  perfecute  the  poor  ;  let  them ,  or, 
they  fh all  be  taken  in  the  devices  that  they  have  imagined . 

inconceivable  is  that  malignant  fury,  with  which  a  conceited 
infidel  perfecutes  an  humble  believer,  though  that  believer  hath 
no  otherwife  offended  him  than  by  being  fuch.  And  what 
wonder?  Since  it  is  a  copy  of  the  hatred  which  Satan  bears  to 
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Ch'rift.  Bur  the  devices  of  the  adverfaries,  like  thole  of  their 
leader,  will  end  in  their  own  eternal  confiifion. 

3.  For  the  wicked  hoafieth  of  his  hear  Vs  dejiret  and  bleffeth  the 
covetous  whom  the  Lord  ahhorreth. 

The  firfl  part  of  this  verle  points  out  that  alarming  fymptom 
bf  a  reprobate  mind,  a  difpofltion  to  exult  and  glory  in  thofe 
lulls,  which  are  the  fliame  and  difgrace  of  human  nature,  whe¬ 
ther  die  world  or  the  flelh  be  their  objeft.  The  latter  clanfe 
is  differently  rendered,  as  implying  either  that  “  the  wicked 
“  bleffeth  the  covetous  whom  God  ahhorreth,”  or  that  “  the 
u  wicked,  being  covetous,  or  oppreflive,  bleffeth  himfelf  and 
ahhorreth  God.”  Either  way,  an  oppreffing,  griping  world- 
y  lpirit  is  ch  a  racteri  fed,  with  its  direct  oppofition  to  to  the  fpi- 
rit  of  God,  which  teaches,  that  fin  is  to  be  confeffed  with 
ihame  and  forrow  ;  that  in  God  alone  man  is  to  make  his 
boad  ;  and  that  it  is  more  blefied  to  give,  than  to  receive 

4.  The  wicked  through  the  pride  of  his  countenance  will  not  feek 
after  God  ;  God  is  not  in  all  his  thoughts;  or,  all  his  imaginations 
are ,  there  is  no  God . 

The  counfels  of  heaven  are  not  known  by  the  wicked,  be- 
caufe  they  are  not  fought  after;  and  they  are  not  fought  after, 
becaufe  of  a  diabolical  felf-fufficiency,  which  having  taken  pof- 
fefiion  of  the  heart,  difplays  itfelf  in  the  countenance,  and  reigns 
throughout  the  man.  He  wants  no  Prophet  to  teach  him,  no 
Pried  to  atone  for  him,  no  King  to  conduct  him  ;  he  needs 
neither  a  Chrid  to  redeem,  nor  a  Spirit  to  fa  notify  him  ;  he 
believes  no  Providence,  adores  no  Creator,  and  fears  no  Judge. 
Thus  he  lives  a  66  dranger  from  the  covenants  of  promife,  and 
“  without  God  in  the  world.”  Eph.  ii.  12.  O  that  this  cha¬ 
racter  now  exided  only  in  the  PfalmilPs  defeription. 

5 .  His  ways  are  always  grievous ,  or,  corrupt  ;  thy  judgments  are 
far  above  out  of  his  fight,  as  for  all  his  enemies ,  he  puffeth  at  them . 

As  are  a  man’s  principles,  fuch  will  be  his  practices;  and  if  he 
hath  not  God  in  his  thoughts,  his  courfe  of  life  will  be  corrupt 
and  abominable,  his  end,  his  means,  and  his  motives  being  all 
wrong,  and  polluted  with  concupifcence.  There  would  have 
been  lome  chance  of  holding  him  by  fear,  but  that  is  gone  with 
his  faith  ;  for  no  man  can  tremble  at  judgments,  in  which  he 
does  not  believe. 

6.  He  hath  Jaid  in  his  heart ,  1  Jhall  not  be  moved,  for  I  /hall  ne¬ 
ver  be  in  adverjity . 

Profperity  begets  preemption,  and  he  who  has  been  long 
accudomed  to  fee  his  deiigns  fucceed,  begins  to  think  it  impof- 
fible  they  fhould  ever  dootherwife.  The  long  differing  of  God 
indead  of  leading  fuch  an  one  to  repentance,  only  hardens  him 
in  his  iniquity.  Becaufe  fentence  againft  an  evil  work  is  not  ex- 
ecuted  fpeedily,  he  thinks  it  will  not  be  executed  at  all.  He 

vaunteth 
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vaunteth  himfelf  therefore,  like  the  proud  Cnaldean  Monarch, 
in  the  Babylon  which  he  hath  creeled,  and  fondly  pronounceth 
it  to  be  immortal.  Such,  it  is  too  evident,  are  often  the  vain 
imaginations  of  triumphant  wicked nefs, 

7.  His  mouth  is  full  of  curjing ,  deceit,  and  fraud :  under  his 
t  ongue  is  mif chief  and  vanity . 

From  the  thoughts  of  the  (inner’s  u  heart,”  mentioned  in 
the  preceding  verle,  Davit)  goes  on  to  deferibe  the  words  of 
his  “  mouth.”  And  here  we  may  illuftrate  the  chamber  of  the 
antichrift,  by  fetting  that  o(  Chrifl  in  oppofjtion  to  it.  1  he 
mouth  of  one  ponreth  forth  a  torrent  of  curies  and  lies  ;  from 
that  of  the  other  (lowed  a  clear  and  copious  dream  of  benedic* 
tion  and  truth.  Under  the  Terpentine  tongue  ot  the  former  is  a 
bag  of  mifehief  and  vanity  :  but  honey  and  milk  were  under  tne 
tongue  of  the  latter,  fo  pleaiant  anc)  lo  nouriflijng  to  the  fpirits 
of  men  were  all  his  communications. 

8.  He  fitteth  in  the  lurking  places  of  the  villages  :  in  the  fecrel 
places  doth  he  murder  the  innocent :  his  eyes  are  privily  fet  again  ft 
the  poor . 

From  ‘f  words,”  the  description  proceeds  to  “  addons.” 
And  with  regard  to  thefe,  as  the  Son  of  God  went  publicly 
preaching  through  cities  and  villages  to  lave  men’s  lives,  fotbis 
child  of  Satan  lieth  in  ambufli  to  dedroy  them,  privily  bringing 
into  the  church,  and  difludng  among  the  people,  pedilent  errors, 
and  damnable  heredes,  for  that  purpofe. 

9.  He  lieth  in  wait  fecretly  as  a  lion  in  his  dent  he  lieth  in  wait 
to  catch  the  poor  :  he  doth  catch  the  poor ,  when  he  draweth  him  into 
his  net . 

The  difciples  of  Jefus,like  their  bleffed  mader,are  ever  vigi¬ 
lant  to  catch  men  in  the  evangelical  net,  in  order  to  draw  them 
from  the  world  to  God  :  the  partizans  of  Satan,  in  imitation  of 
their  leader,  are  employed  in  watching,  from  their  lurking  pla¬ 
ces,  the  footfteps  of  the  Chridian  pilgrim,  that  they  may  Spring 
upon  him  in  an  unguarded  moment,  and  draw  him  from  God 
to  the  world,  and  from  thence  to  the  devil. 

10.  He  croucheth  and  humhleth  himfelf  that  the  poor  may  fall  by 
his  Jlrong  ones. 

Our  Lord,  who  is  dyled  “  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,” 
became  a  “Lamb,”  for  the  Salvation  of  mankind  ;  but  when  his 
adverfary  at  any  time  “  humble th  ”  himfelf,  when  the  wolf  ap¬ 
pears  in  fheep’s  cloathing,  let  the  flock  beware;  it  is  for  their 
more  effectual  deflruftion.  And  if,  allured  by  an  outward  (hew 
of  moderation  and  benevolence,  the  (imple  ones  (hall  venture 
themSelves  within  his  reach,  they  will  Soon  find  that  his  nature  is 
difguifed,  but  not  altered. 

11.  He  hath  faid  in  his  heart ,  God  hath  forgotten  ;  he  hideth  hit 
face,  he  will  never fee  it. 

For 
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I  or  the  chaftifement  of  his  people,  God  often  differs  the  ene¬ 
my  to  prevail  and  profper,  who  then  ridicules  the  faith  and  hope 
of  the  church,  and  folaces  himfelf  in  the  conceit,  that  if  there 
be  a  God,  he  either  knows  not,  or  cares  not,  what  is  done  up¬ 
on  earth.  i  hefe  Epicurean  notions,  however  abfurd  and  un- 
w  01  thy  of  the  Deity  they  may  feem,  do  yet  in  lome  meafure 
take  pofiedron  of  every  man’s  mind  at  the  indant  of  his  commit¬ 
ting  a  tin  ;  fince  it  is  mod  certain,  that,  with  a  due  imprefhon  of 
the  divine  omnifcience  upon  his  foul  at  the  time,  he  would  not 
commit  it,  for  all  that  the  temper  could  offer  him.  But  faith  is 
apt  to  deep,  and  then  fin  awakes. 

12.  A  rife ,  0  Lord,  0  God  lift  up  thine  hand :  forget  not  the 
rumple.  13.  I  therefore  doth  the  'wicked  contemn  God f  He  hath 
jaid  in  his  hearty  thou  wilt  not  require  it . 

I  he  church  now  prays,  that  Jehovah,  in  vindication  of  his 
own  honour  and  attributes,  wouk  arife  to  judgment,  and  make 
bare  his  glorious  arm  for  the  defence  of  his  elecd,  who  cry  day 
and  night  unto  him.  Thus  would  the  infolence  of  the  wicked 
one  and  his  agents,  founded  on  the  divine  forbearance,  be  re- 
preiled,  and  all  the  world  would  fee,  that  God  had  not  forgot¬ 
ten,  but  dill,  as  ever,  remembered  and  regarded  the  low  eflate 
of  his  handmaid. 

14.  Thou  haffeen  it,  for  thou  heholdcf  mifchtef  and fpite  to  re¬ 
quite  it  with  trine  hand :  the  poor  committeth  himfelf  unto  thee ,  thou 
art  the  helper  of  the  fatherlefs . 

“  -1  be  wicked,”  above,  u  faith  in  his  heart,  thou  wilt  not  re- 
“  quire  it.”  But  the  faithful  are  taught  other  things  by  the  pro¬ 
miles  in  Scripture,  and  the  experience  of  unnumbered  hidories. 
1  hey  know  aifuredly,  that  God  beholds  all  that  travail  and  vexa¬ 
tion  which  fome  inflict,  and  others  fudain,  upon  the  earth;  and 
that  he  will  infallibly  recompenfe  to  the  former  their  deeds,  to 
the  latter  tiieir  fufFerings.  Deditute  fhould  we  be  of  every 
earthly  help,  in  the  date  of  beggars  and  orphans,  yet  in  him 
will  we  trud,  who,  as  the  father  and  protestor  of  all  fuch,  faith 
unto  every  one  of  us,  “I  will  never  leave  thee,  nor  forfake 
“thee.”  '  - 

15.  Break  thou  the  arm  of  the  wicked  and  evil  man  .*  Jeek  out  his 
wickednefs  till  thou  fnd  none. 

I  his  may  be  either  a  prayer,  or  a  predidlion,  implying  that 
the  time  will  come,  when  the  power  of  Jehovah  will  dafh  in 
pieces  that  of  the  enemy,  by  the  demolition  either  of  fin  or  the 
{inner y  until  wickednefs  be  come  utterly  to  an  end,  and  righte- 
oufnefs  be  edabhfhed  for  ever  in  the  kingdom  ofMefliah. 
Audio,  1 :  ^  • 

16.  The  Lord  is  King  for  ever  and  ever :  the  heathen  are  perifh- 
ed  out  of  the  land . 

faith  beholds  the  Lord  Jefus,  as  already  manifeded  in  his  glo- 
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rious  majefty,  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  become  his,  and  the 
Canaanites  no  more  in  the  land  of  promife.  Each  individual, 
experiences  in  himfelf  a  happy  prelude  to  this  manifedation, 
when  Chrift  rules  in  his  heart  by  the  Spirit,  and  every  appetite 
and  alfedtion  is  obedient  to  the  fceptre  of  his  kingdom. 

1 7.  Lord,  thou  haft  heard ,  or,  heareft  the  dejire  of  the  humble  ; 
thou  wilt  prepare ,  or,  thou  pre par  eft  their  heart ;  thou  wilt  cauje ,  or 
thou  caufeft  thine  ear  to  hear . 

How  many  important  and  comforting  truths  have  we  here, 
in  a  few  words  ?  As,  that  the  C(  humble75  and  lowly,  whatever 
they  may  fuffer  in  the  world,  are  the  favourites  of  Jehovah  :  that 
he  attends  to  the  very  “  defires”  of  their  hearts :  that  (uch  hearts 
“  prepared77  to  prayer,  are  io  many  indruments  drung  and  tu¬ 
ned  by  the  hand  of  heaven  :  and  that  their  prayer  is  as  mufic, 
to  which  the  Almighty  himfelf  liftens  with  pleasure. 

18.  To  judge  the  father  lefts  and  the  oppre (fed,  that  the  man  of 
the  earth  may  no  more  oppre fs. 

For  the  lake  of  theeledl,  and  their  prayers,  the  days  of  perfe- 
cution  and  tribulation  will  be  Ihortened  ;  the  infolence  of  t lie 
earth-born  oppreffor,  the  man  of  On,  will  be  chadded  ;  the  caule 
of  the  church  will  be  heard  at  the  tribunal  of  God,  and  victory, 
triumph,  and  glory  will  be  given  unto  her.  In  the  foregoing 
expofition,  regard  has  been  chiefly  had  to  the  cafe  of  the  church, 
and  to  her  fufferings  from  the  fpirit  of  antichrifl,  in  whomfoever 
exilting  and  adling,  from  time  to  time,  in  the  world;  this  Leing 
judged  the  mod  generally  ufeful  application,  which  Chrifhans,  as 
fuch,  can  make  of  the  Pfalm.  Particular  accommodations  of  it 
to  the  various  opprefhons  of  innocent  poverty  by  iniquitous  opu¬ 
lence,  will  meet  the  eye,  and  offer  themfelves  at  once  to  perfons 
fo  circurndanced,  for  their  fupport  and  comfort,  under  their  re- 
fpedlive  afflidlions ;  which  will  be  alfo  not  a  little  alleviated  by  the 
confideration,  that  the  whole  church  of  God  groaneth  with  them, 
and  travaileth  in  pain,  waiting  for  the  adoption,  to  wit,  the  re¬ 
demption  of  the  body.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  tears  (hall  ceafe 
to  rundown  the  cheeks  of  mifery  ;  and  furrow  and  fighing  (hail  fly 
away,  to  return  no  more  for  ever. 

PSALM.  XL 
ARGUMENT. 

The  Pfalmid,  under  perfecution,  1 — 3.  declareth  himfelf  refolv- 
ed  to  trudin  God  alone,  at  a  time  when  he  was  advifed  to  fly 
to  fome  place  of  refuge  ;  4.  he  expreffes  his  faith  in  the  onmi- 
fcience  and  overruling  power  of  Jehovah  ;  5,affignsthe  rea- 
fon  why  good  men  are  affi  idled  ;  who,  after  that  the  wicked 
6.  fhall  bededroyed,  will  appear  to  have  been  all  alone,  7.  the 
favoured  of  God. 

s  *  1  * .  f  • ,  , 
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I.  In  the  Lord  put  liny  truft  ;  how  fay  ye  to  my  foul,  flee  as 
a  bird  to  your  mountain  P 

i  lie  Chriftian,  like  David,  in  perilous  times,  fhouldmake  God 
tvs  fortrefs,  and  continue  doing  his  duty  in  his  ftation  ;  he  ihould 
not,  at  the  mitigation  of  thole  about  him,  like  a  poor,  filly,  ti¬ 
morous,  inconltant  bird,  either  fly  for  refuge  to  the  devices  of 
worldly  wiltiom,  or  defert  his  poll,  and  retire  into  folitutle,  while 
he  can  ferve  the  caufe  in  which  he  is  engaged.  Nor  indeed  is 
there  an y  ^  mountain”  on  earth  out  of  the  reach  of  care  and 

trouble.  Temptations  are  every  where;  and  fo  is  the  grace  of 
God. 


2.  For  lo  the  wicked  bend  their  bow,  they  make  ready  their  ar¬ 
row  upon  the  J bring,  that  they  may  privily  Jhoot  at  the  upright  in 
heart . 

1  hefefeem  to  be  {fill  the  words  of  David’s  friends,  reprefen  t- 
jng  to  him,  as  a  motive  for  his  flight,  the  extreme  danger  he  was 
in  from  the  u  arrows”  of  the  enemy,  already,  as  it  were,  fitted  to 
tne  u  fixing,”  and  pointed  at  him  “  in  fecret,”  fothat  not  know¬ 
ing  from  whence  they  were  to  come,  he  could  not  guard  againft 
tnem.  I  he  Chriftian’s  danger,  from  the  darts  of  the  infernal 
archers,  lying  in  wait  for  his  loul,  is  full  as  great  as  that  of  David, 
But  “  the  fhield  of  faith”  lufficeth,  in  both  cafes. 

3*  Ik  tne  foundations  he  defrayed ,  what  can  the  righteous  do! 

1  ins  like  wile  feems  to  be  fpoken  by  the  fame  perfons,  difcou- 
raging  David  from  making  any  farther  rellftance,  by  the  confi- 
deration,  that  ail  was  over  ;  the  u  foundations”  of  religion  and 
law  were  fub verted  ;  and  what  could  a  man,  engaged  in  the  mod 
u  righteous”  defigns,  hope  to  “  do,”  when  that  was  the  cafe  ? 
Such  arguments  are  often  urged  by  the  timid,  in  fimilar  circum- 
ftances ;  but  they  are  fallacious ;  fince  all  is  not  over,  while  there 
is  a  man  left  lo  reprove  error,  and  bear  teftimony  to  the  truth. 
And  a  man  who  does  it  with  becoming  lpirit,  may  flop  a  prince, 
or  fenare,  when  in  full  career,  and  recover  the  day.  But  let  us 
hear  David’s  farther  reply  to  his  advifers. 

4*  The  Lord  is  in  his  holy  te?nple,  the  Lord’s  throne  is  in 
heaven  ;  his  eyes  behold,  his  eyelids  try  the  children  of  men. 

In  the  firitverle,  the  Pfalmifthad  declared  his  truft  to  be  in 
Jehovah.  After  reciting  the  reafonings  of  his  friends,  he  now 
proceeds  to  evince  the  fitnefs  and  propriety  of  fuch  truft,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  feemingly  defperate  fltuation  of  affairs.  “  Jehovah 
i(  is  in  his  holy  temple  ;”  into  which,  therefore,  unholy  men, 
however  triumphant  in  this  world,  can  never  enter  :  u  J  enovah’s 
“  throne  is  in  heaven;”  and  confequently  fuperior  to  all  power, 
upon  earth,  which  may  he  controlled  and  overruled  by  him  in  a 
moment  :  “  his  eyes  behold,  his  eyelids  try  thechildren  of  men  ;” 
fo  that  no  fecret  wickednefs  can  efcape  his  knowledge,  who 
fcrutinizeth  the  hearts  as  well  as  the  lives  of  all  thefons  of  Adam. 

”  *  Why 
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Why,  then,  fhould  the  man  defpair,  who  hath  on  his  fide  holinsfs, 
omnipotence,  and  ormiifcience  ?  1  ■  > 

5.  The  Lord  trieth  the  righteous  ;  but  the  wicked ,  and  him  that 


lovetb  violence ,  his  foul  hateth. 

As|to  the  affliftions  which  perfons  may  fuller,  who  are  embark 


ed  in  a  righteous  caofe,  they  are  intended  to  purge  away  the 
drofs,  and  to  refine  them  for  the  Matter's  ufe.  “  Gold,"  faith 


the  foil  of  Sirach,  “  is  tried  in  the  fire,  and  acceptable  men  in  the 
“ furnace  of  adverfity."  Ecclef.  ii.  5.  In  the  mean  time,  God's 


difpleafure  againft  the  wicked  is  ever  the  fame,  and  their  pros¬ 
perity,  inttead  of  benefiting,  will  in  the  end  dettroy  them.  The 
cafes  of  David  and  Saul,  Chrift  and  the  Jews,  the  martyrs  and 
their  perfecutors,  are  ali  cafes  in  point,  and  fhould  be  often  in 
our  thoughts,  to  teach  us  patience,  and  guard  us  againft  defpair, 
in  feafons  of  calamity,  pain,  or  difgrace. 

6.  Upon  the  wicked  he  fhall  rain  fnares ,  or,  burning  coals ,  fire  and 


brim/hone ,  and  an  horrible  temp  eft  ;  this  fhall  be  the  portion  of  their 
cup . 


St.  Jude,  ver.  7.  tells  us,  that  the  cities  of  Sodom,  Gomor¬ 
rah,  &c.  for  their  abominable  fins,  “  ^oks/vt#/  <kiyy.tt,  are  fet 
“  forth  for  an  example,  or,  lpecimen,  fuffering  the  vengeance 
“of  eternal  fire."  And  here  we  fee  the  images  are  plainly  ta¬ 
ken  from  the  dreadful  judgment  inflicted  on  thofe  cities,  and 
transferred  to  the  vengeance  of  the  laft  day.  Then  the  fons  of 
faithful  Abraham  fhall  behold  a  profpect,  like  that  which 
once  prefented  itfelf  to  the  eyes  of  their  father  ;  when  riling 
early  in  the  morning,  and  looking  to  wards  Sodom  and  Gomor¬ 
rah,  and  toward  all  the  land  of  the  plain,  he  “beheld  and  lo,  the 
“  iinoke  of  the  country  went  up  as  the  fmoke  of  a  furnace!" 


Gen.  xix.  28-  Such  mutt  be  the  “  portion  of  their  cup,"  who 


have  d  allied  from  them  the  cup  of  falvation.  He,  therefore, 
who  would  enjoy  the  profperity  of  the  wicked  here,  mutt  take 
with  it  their  torment  hereafter  ;  as  he  who  is  ambitious  of  wear¬ 
ing  the  crown  of  righteoufnefs  in  heaven,  mutt  be  content  to  en¬ 
dure  tribulation  upon  earth. 

7.  For  the  righteous  Lord  loveth  righteoufnefs  ;  his  countenance' 
doth  behold  the  upright . 

He  who  is  in  himfelf  efiential  righteoufnefs,  cannot  but  love 
his  own  refemblance,  wrought  in  the  faithful  by  his  good  Spirit; 
with  a  countenance  full  of  paternal  attention,  he  beholds,  and 
f peaks  peace  and  comfort  to  them,  in  the  midttof  their  furrows  ; 
until,  admitted,  through  mercy,  to  the  glofy,  from  which  juttice 
excludes  the  wicked,  and  beholding  that  countenance  which  has 
always  beheld  them,  they  fhall  enter  upon  a  life  of  boundiefs 


and  everlafting  felicity. 
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’  ARGUMENT. 


The  church,  through  David,  i,  2.  laments  thedecreafe  of  God;s 
faithful  fervants,  and  the  univerfal  corruption  among  men,  but 
3 — 5.  reds  upon  the  divine  promifes,  the  truth  and  certainty 
of  which  6,  7.  ihe  celebrates,  and  comforts  herfelf  therewith, 
while  in  a  world,  where  oftentimes  8.  the  wicked  walk  un¬ 
controlled. 

1.  Help ,  Heb  .feme.  Lord,  for  the  Godly  man  ceafeth  ;  for  the 
faithful  fail from  among  the  children  of  men. 

Our  Lord  foretells,  that  in  the  latter  days,  “  becaufe  iniquity 
“  /hall  abound,  the  love  of  many  fhall  wax  cold  and  feems  to 
queftion  whether,  “  when  the  Son  of  man  cometh,  he  fhall  find 
“faith  upon  the  earth.”  The  univerfal  depravity  of  Jew  and 
Gentile  caufeth  the  church,  of  old,  to  pray  earneftly  for  the  fir  ft 
advent  of  Chrid  ;  and  like  a  depravity  among  thofe  w  ho  call 
themfelves  Chridians,  may  induce  her  to  pray  no  lefs  earned- 
ly  for  his  appearance  the  fecond  time  unto  falvation.  It  is  fre¬ 
quently  a  benefit,  to  be  deditute  of  help  from  man,  both  as  it 
puts  us  upon  feeking  it  from  God,  and  inclines  him  to  grant  it 
when  we  do  feek. 

2.  They  /peak  vanity ,  or,  a  lie ,  every  one  with  his  neighbour: 
with  flattering  lips ,  and  with  a  double  heart  do  they  /peak. 

When  men  ceafe  to  be  faithful  to  their  God,  he  who  expeds 
to  find  them  fo  to  each  other  will  be  much  difappointed.  The 
primitive  fincerity  will,  accompany  the  primitive  piety  in  her 
flight  from  the  earth  ;  and  then  intered  will  fucceed  confcience 
in  the  regulation  of  human  condud,  till  one  man  cannot  trud 
another  farther  than  he  holds  him  by  that  tie.  Hence,  by  the 
way,  it  is,  that  although  many  are  infidels  themfelves,  yet  few 
chufe  to  have  their  families  and  dependants  fuch  ;  as  judging,  and 
rightly  judging,  that  true  Chridians  are  the  only  perions  to  be 
depended  on,  for  the  exad  difeharge  of  focial  duties. 

,3.  The  Lord  fhall  cut  off  all  flattering  Ups ,  and  the  tongue 
that  fpeaketh  proud  things :  4.  Who  have  fluid ,  with  our  tongue  will 
we  prevail ,  our  lips  are  our  own :  who  is  Lord  over  us  ? 

They  w;ho  take  pleafure  in  deceiving  others  will  at  the  lad 
find  themfelves  mod  of  all  deceived,  when  the  fun  of  truth,  by 
the  brigbtnefs  of  his  rifing,  fhall  at  once  deted  and  confume  hy- 
pocrify.  And  as  to  men  of  another  damp,  who  fpeak  great 
Swelling  words  of  vanity ;  who  vaunt  themfelves  in  the  arm  of 
flefli,  thinking  to  prevail  by  human  wit,  or  human  power;  e- 


qually  deplorable  will  be  their  cafe,  when  the  Lord  God  u  om- 
“  nipotent”  reigneth. 


5.  For  the  opprejfion  of  the  poor ,  for  the  flghing  of  the  needy , 
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now  will  1  arife  faith  the  Lord,  I  will  Jet  him  infafety  from  him 
that  puffeth  at  him. 

For  the  confolation  of  the  afflicted  and  poor  in  fpirit,  Jeho- 
vah  is  here  introduced  promising,  out  of  compafflon  to  then  iul- 
ferings,  to  u  arife,  and  iet  them  in  lafety,”  or  place  them  in  a 
bate  of  “  falvation.”  Such  all  along  has  been  his  promife  to 
the  church,  who,  by  looking  back  to' the  deliverances  wrought 
of  old  for  the  lervants  of  God,  and,  above  all,  to  that  wrought 
for  the  Son  of  God,  is  now  encouraged  to  look  forward,  and 
expedt  her  final  redemption  from  the  fcorn  and  infolence  of 
infidelity. 

6.  Tne  words  of  the  Lord,  are  pure  words  ;  as  fdver  tried  in  a 
furnace ,  or,  crucible  of  earth ,  purified  ftven  times. 

The  church  rejoices  in  the  promiles  of  God  her  Saviour, 
becaufe  they  are  fuch  as  fhe  can  confide  in.  His  words  are  not 
like  thole  of  deceitful  boa  ding  man,  but  true  and  righteous  al¬ 
together.  Often  have  they  been  put  to  the  tell,  in  the  trials 
ofthe  faithful,  like  (liver  committed  to  the  furnace,  in  an  earth¬ 
en  crucible;  but  like  Giver  in  its  molt  refined  and  exalted  puri¬ 
ty,  found  to  contain  no  drofs  of  imperfe&ion,  no  alloy  of  fab 
libility  in  them.  The  words  of  Jehovah  are  holy  in  his  pre¬ 
cepts,  juft  in  his  laws,  gracious  in  his  promiles,  fignificant  in  his 
irfflitutions,  true  in  his  narrations,  and  infallible  in  his  predic¬ 
tions.  What  are  the  thoufands  of  gold  and  Giver*  compared 
to  the  treafures  of  the  1  acred  page  ! 

7.  Thou  Jhalt  keep  them ,  O  Lord,  thoufJjalt  preferve  them  from 
this  generation  for  ever. 

As  if  it  had  been  laid,  Yes,  blefled  Lord,  what  thou  halt  pro. 
mifed  thallfurely  be  performed,  imee  there  is  with  thee  no  vari¬ 
ableness,  nor  fhadow  of  turning  :  thou  wilt  keep  thy  poor  and 
lowly  lervants,  as  thou  halt  promifed,  from  being  circumvented 
by  treachery,  or crufiied by  power;  thou  wilt  preferve  them  un¬ 
defiled  ainidff  an  evil  and  adulterous  generation  ;  thou  wilt  be 
with  thv  church  totheend  of  the  world,  and  men  admit  her  to 
be  with  thee  for  ever. 

8.  The  wicked  walk  on  every  fide ,  when  the  vile/?  men  are  exalt¬ 
ed. 

While  the  faithful  repole,  as  they  ought  to  do,  an  unlimited 
confidence  in  God’s  promiles,  they  have,  in  the  mean  time,  but 
too  much  reafon  to  mourn  the  prevalence  of  wickednefs,  balking, 
like  its  author,  to  and  fro,  and  up  and  down  in  the  earth,  uncon¬ 
trolled  by  thole  who  bear  the  (word,  but  who  either  blunt  its 
edge,  Gr  turn  it  the  wrong  way.  Such  is  often  the  Gate  of  things 
here  below  ;  and  a  reflection,  made  upon  the  lubjeYt  by  our 
Lord,  when  his  enemies  drew  near  to  apprehend  him,  may  fans- 
fy  us  how  it  comes  to  be  l'o ;  “  It  is  your  hour,  and  the  power 
“  of  darkuefs.”  But  that  hour  will  quickly  pals  with  us,  as  it 

K  '  did 
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<lid  With  him,  and  the  power  of  darknefs  will  be  overthrown  • 


psalm  xiii. 


A  R  G  U  M  E  N 


This 


T. 


Pfal 
prayer 
giving 


aim  contains,  i,  2.  a  complaint  of  defer t ion  ;  3,  a  a 
r  for  the  divine  aliiftance;  5,  6.  an  act  of  faith  and  than’kl- 


I.  How  long  wilt  thou  forget  me,  0  Lord,  for  ever?  How  Ion p- 
ivilt  thou  hide  thy  face  from  me  P  ° 

While  God  permits  his  lervants  to  continue  under  affliftion, 
he  is  laid,  aftei  the  manner  of  men,  to  have  “  forgotten,  and  hid 
‘‘his  face  front  them.”  For  the  ul'e,  therefore,  of  perfons  in 
fuch  1 11  cu  nftances,  is  this  Pfalm  intenclcd  ;  and  confequently,  it 
fnits  the  different  cafes  of  the  church  univerfal,  languifhing  for 
the  advent  of  her  Lord,  to  deliver  her  from  this  evil  world  ;  of 
*iny  pai  ticulai  chuich,  in  time  of  perlecution  ;  and  of  each  indivi¬ 
dual,  when  harraffed  by  temptations,  or  broken  by  ficknefs,  pain, 
and  forrow.  He  who  bore  our  fins,  and  carried  our  forrows, 
inay  like  wife  be  prefumed  to  have  made  it  a  part  of  his  devotions 
in  the  day  of  trouble. 

2.  How  long  fall  I  take  counftl  in  my  foul,  having  forrow  in 
fny  beat  t  daily  P  How  long  fudi  mine  enemy  he  exalted  over  me  P 


1  o  excite  companions,  and  prevail  for  help  from  above,  the 
petitioner  mentions  three  aggravating  circumflances  of  his  mife- 
ry  ;  the  perplexity  of  his  loul,  not  knowing  which  way  to  turn, 
or  what  courfe  to  take ;  his  heartfelt  forrow,  uttering  itfelf  in 
fighs  andgroanings;  and  the  mortifying  reflection,  that  his  ene¬ 
mies  were  exulting  in  their  conqueft  over  him.  All  this  will 
happen,  and  be  particularly  painful,  to  him  who  has  yielded  to 
temptation,  and  committed  fin. 

3.  Confider  and  hear  me,  0  Lord  my  God;  lighten  mine  eyes 
left  1  fleep  the  deep  of  death. 

On  the  preceding  confiderations  is  founded  a  prayer  to  Jeho¬ 
vah,  that  he  would  nolonger  hide  his  face,  but  “confider,”  or, 
more  literally,  “  have  refpeCt  to,  favourably  behold”  his  fer- 
vant;  that  he  would  “hear,  attend  to,  be  mindful  of”  his  Ap¬ 
plication  in  diftrefs.  The  deliverance  requeued  is  exprefied  fi¬ 
guratively,  “  Lighten  mine  eyes,  left  I  fleep  the  fleep  of  death.” 
In  time  of  ficknefs  and  grief,  the  “  eyes”  are  dull  and  heavy  ; 
and  they  grow  more  and  more  fo,  as  death  approaches,  w  hich 
clofes  them  in  darknefs.  On  the  other  hand,  health  and  joy 
render  the  organs  of  vifion  bright  and  fparkling,  feeming,  as  ic 
were,  to  impart  “  light”  to  them  from  within.  The  words, 
therefore,  may  be  fitly  applied  to  a  recovery  of  the  body  natu- 


Day  2.  e.  p.  ON  THE  PSALMS.  39 

ral,  and  thence,  of  the  body  politic,  from  their  refpetdive  mala¬ 
dies.  Nor  do  they  lefs  fignificantly  delcribe  the  redoration  of 
the  foul  to  a  date  of  fpiritual  heath  and  holy  joy,  which  w  ill  ma- 
nifed  themfelves,  in  like  manner,  by  “  the  eyes  of  the  under- 
“  {landing  being  enlightened  and  in  this  cafe,  the  foul  is  la¬ 
ved  from  the  deep  of  fin,  as  the  body  is,  in  the  other,  from  the 
deep  of  death. 

4.  Left  mine  enemy  fay ,  1  have  prevailed  again fl  him  •  and  thofe 
that  trouble  me  rejoice  when  1  am  moved. 

This  argument  we  often  find  urged  in  prayer  to  God,  that  he 
would  be  pleafed  to  work  falvation  for  his  people,  led  his  and 
their  enemies  Ihould  feem  to  triumph  over  him,  as  well  as  them  ; 
w’hich  would  indeed  have  been  the  cafe,  had  Satan  either  fedu- 
ced  the  true  David  to  fin,  or  confined  him  in  the  grave.  And 
certainly,  it  fhould  be  a  powerful  motive  to  redrain  us  from  franfi- 
greflion,  when  we  confider,  that  as  the  converfion  of  a  {inner 
brings  glory  to  God,  and  caufes  joy  among  the  angels  of  heaven  ; 
fothe  fail  of  a  believer  difgraces  the  Gofpel  of  Jefus,  opens  the 
mouths  of  the  adverfaries,  and  would  produce  joy,  if  fuch  a  thing 
could  be,  in  hell  itfelf. 

5.  But  I  have  trufled ,  or,  I  trujl  in  thy  mercy ,  my  heart  J hall 
rejoice ,  or,  rejoices  in  thy  falvation.  6.  1  will  jing  unto  the  Lord, 
becaufe  he  hath  dealt ,  or,  deals  bountifully  with  me. 

The  heart,  which  “  trudeth  in  God’s  mercy  ,”  fiiall  alone 
<c  rejoice  in  his  falvation,”  and  celebrate  by  the  tongue,  in  fongs 
of  praife,  the  loving  kindnefs  of  the  Lord.  It  is  obfervable, 
that  this,  and  many  other  Pfalms,  with  a  mournful  beginning, 
have  a  triumphant  ending  •  to  fhew  us  the  prevailing  power  of 
devotion,  and  to  convince  us  of  the  certain  return  of  prayer, 
fooner  or  later,  bringing  with  it  the  comforts  of  heaven,  to  revive 
and  enrich  our  weary  and  barren  fpirits  in  the  gloomy  feafons  of 
forrow  and  temptation,  like  the  dew  defcending  by  night  upon 
the  withered  fummitof  an  eadern  mountain. 

PSALM  XIV. 
ARGUMENT. 

Th  is  Pfalm  is  in  a  manner  the  fame  with  the  LIITd.  It  fets 
forth  j — 3.  the  corruption  of  the  world  ;  4 — 6.  its  enmity 
againd  the  people  of  God;  7.  the  prophet  longs  and  prays 
for  falvation. 

I.  The  fool  hath  faid  in  his  hearty  there  is  no  Cod:  they  are  cor - 
rupty  they  have  done  abominable  works ,  there  is  none  that  doth  good. 

It  does  not  appear  upon  what  occafion  David  compofed  this 
Pfalm.  The  revolt  of  Ifrael  in  Abfalom’s  rebellion  is  by  mod 
writers  pitched  upon  as  the  fubje£l  of  it.  But  be  this  as  it  may; 
the  exprelfions  are  general,  and  evidently  defigned  to  extend 

beyond 


4°  A  COMMENTARY  Psal.  m. 

beyond  a  private  interpretation.  And  accordingly,  the  Apof- 

t!e>  1U-  ]°>  &c-  produces  fome  paffages  from' it,  to  evince 
tne  apoltacy  of  both  Jews  and  Gentiles  from  their  King  and 
tneir  G°n;  and  to  prove  them  to  be  ail  under  fin.  In  this  light 
therefore  we  are  to  confider  it,  as  charafterifing  the  principles 
and  pradtces  ofthofe  who  oppofe  the  Golpel  of  Chrift  in  all  ages. 

V‘e  .  ■  th  fai,cl  in  his  heart,  there  is  no  God.”  Infidelity 

;s  tle  oegmning  of  fin,  folly  the  foundation  of  infidelity,  and  the 
neart  the  ieat  of  both.  “Their  foolilb  heart  (fays  St.  Paul  cf 
“  the  heathen,  Rom.  i.  21.)  was  darkened.”  The  fad  confe- 
quence  of  defection  in  principle,  is  corruption  in  pra&ice.  “They 
“are  corrupt,  they  have  done  abominable  works,  there  is  none 

that  doth  good.”  On  thefe  words  the  reader  may  fee  a  full 
comment,  Rom.  i.  28 — 32. 

2.  Toe  Lord  looked  down  jrom  heaven  upon  the  children  of  men 
to  fee  i  f  there  was  any  that  did  underjiand ,  andfeek  God .  3.  They 
a?  e  all  gone  afiae,  they  are  all  together  become  filthy ,  or,  putrified: 
there  is  none  that  doth  good,  no  not  one. 

Like  a  watchman  on  the  top  of  fome  lofty  tower,  God  is  re- 
prefenred  as  Purveying  from  Ins  heavenly  throne,  the  fonsofA- 
dam,  and  their  proceedings  upon  the  earth  :  he  ferutinizes  them, 
and  as  it  were  fearches  diligently,  to  find  among  them  a  man 
°\  true  vv'ifdom,  one  whofe  heart  was  turned  toward  the  Lord 
Ins  God,  one  who  was  enquiring  the  way  to  falvation  and  glory, 
TcU  he  might  walk  therein.  But  as  therefult  of  this  extenfive 
and  accurate  furvey,  God  informs  his  prophet,  and  commiflions 
J1]m  ro  inform  the  world,  that  all  had  declined  from  the  paths  of 
wifdom  and  righteoufnefs  ;  that  the  mafs  of  human  nature  was 
become  putrid,  requiring  to  be  cieanfed,  and  the  veilels  made  of 
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u  to  be  formed  anew.  Such  is  the  Scripture  account  of  man, 

not  having  received  grace,  or  having  fallen  from  it ;  of  man 

without  Ohrid,  or  in  arms  againd  him.  See  Rom.  iii.  1 1,  12. 

*4-  Have  ah  the  workers  of  iniquity  no  knowledge  P  Who  eat  up 
ray  people  as  they  eat  bread,  and  call  not  upon  the  Lord. 

1  he  “workers  of  iniquity  ”  work  for  the  wages  of  death  ; 
tney  nght  againd  God  and  their  own  fouls  ;  they  barter  eternity 
for  time,  and  part  with  happinefs  for  mifery,  both  in  pofTeffion 
and  reverfion.  W ell  therefore  may  it  be  afked,  “Have  they  no 
“knowledge  !”  For  common  fenfe,  after  all,  is  what  they  want. 
They  who,  with  an  appetite  keen  as  that  to  their  food,  prey 
upon  the  poor,  and  devour  the  people  of  God,  will  themfelves 
be  preyed  upon  and  devoured  by  that  roaring  lion,  whofe  agents 

*  Between  the  preceding  verfe  and  this  are  three  others  inferted  in  our 
common  tranflation,  which  though  taken  by  St.  Paul  from  other  parts  of  Scrip¬ 
ture,  yet  becaufe  (Rom.  iii.  13.)  they  followed  the  words  cited  from  this 
Pfalm,  were  probably  added  thereunto  in  this  place  by  fome  tranferibers  of 
the  copies  o(  the  LXX.  For  in  other  copies  of  the  LXX  they  exift  not,  any 
more  than  in  the  Hebrew,  Chaldee,  or  Syriac. 

'  "v‘  for 
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for  the  prefent  they  are;  and  fuch  as  now  call  not  on”  the 
name  of  “the  Lord  ”  Jefus  for  pardon  and  falvation,  (hall  here¬ 
after  call  in  vain  upon  the  rocks  and  mountains,  to  fhelter  them 
from  his  power  and  vengeance. 

r.  There  were  they  in  great  fear ;  for  Cod  is  in  the  generation  of 

the  righteous . 

In  the  parallel  place,  Pf.  LIII.  5.  after  the  words,  “There 
“'were  they  in  great  fear,”  are  added  thefe,  “  where  no  fear 
“  was,”  which  certainly  conned!  better  with  what  follows, 
“For  God  is  in  the  generation  of  the  righteous.”  David  is  fup- 
pofed  to  be  fpeaking  primarily  of  IfraePs  defection  from  him  to 
Abfalom,  and  here  to  be  aligning  the  motive  of  that  dc-fedtion 
in  many,  namely,  fear  of  the  rebePs  growing  power,  and  diftruft 
of  his  ability  to  protect  them  ;  which  fear,  he  obferves,  wasground- 
lefs,  becaufe  his  caufe  was  the  caule  of  God,  who  would  not  fail 
to  appear  in  its  fnpport  and  vindication.  The  fubjedts  of  Chrift, 
in  times  of  perfecution,  are  ofcen  tempted  to  renounce  their  al¬ 
legiance,  upon  the  fame  principle  of  fear  ;  although  of  them  it 
may  more  emphatically  be  laid,  that  they  “  fear  where  no  fear  is 
“fmce  God  is  in  the  generation  of  the  righteous;”  and  they 
who  are  engaged  on  the  fide  of  the  Mefliah,  will,  in  the  end, 
inoft  afluredly  be  triumphant.  The  latter  claufe  of  this  verfe, 
in  Pf.  LIII.  runs  thus,  “  For  God  hath  fcattered,  or,  fhall  fcat- 
“  ter  the  bones  of  him  that  encampet’n  againfl  thee  ;  thou  haft, 
“  or  (halt  put  them  to  fhame,  becaufe  God  hath  defpifed  them  :” 
the  fenfe  of  which  is  evidently  the  fame  with — “God  is  in  the 
“  generation  of  the  righteous  he  will  defend  them,  and  over¬ 
throw^  their  enemies  :  therefore  let  them  not  fear,  neither  let  their 
hearts  be  troubled.  If  this  interpretation  be  difapproved,  the 
words,  “  There  were  they  in  great  fear,”  muft  be  underftood  of 
the  enemy,  and  the  claufe,  “  wdiere  no  fear  was,”  muft  be  ren¬ 
dered  interrogatively  thus  “and  was  their  not  caufe,  for  them  to 
“fear?  fmce  God  is  in  the  generation  of  the  righteous,  or,  will 
“  fcatter  the  bones  of  him  that  encampeth  againft  thee,  &c.” 

6.  Te  have  fhamed  the  counfel  of  the  poor  ;  becaufe  the  Lord  is 
his  refuge . 

This  is  plainly  addrefled  to  the  adverfaries,  and  charges  them 
with  reproaching  and  fcoffing  at  that  confidence  in  the  Lord, 
expreffed  by  the  afflicted  righteous,  in  the  preceding  verfe. 

7.  0  that  the  falvation  of  lfrael  were  come  out  of  Zion  !  When  the 
Lord  bringeth  back  the  captivity  of  his  people ,  Jacob  fhall  rejoice 
and  lfrael  fhall  be  glad. 

The  confideration  of  the  apoftafy  and  corruption  of  mankind, 
defcribed  in  this  Pfalm,  makes  the  prophet  exprefs  a  longing  de¬ 
fire  for  the  falvation  of  lfrael,  which  was  to  go  forth  out  of  Zion, 
and  to  bring  back  the  people  of  God  from  that  molt  dreadful  of 
all  captivities,  the  captivity  under  fin  and  death  ;  a  falvation,  at 

which 
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which  Jacob  Wo„ld  indeed  rejoice,  and  Ifrael  be  glad.  A^d 
ovv  Oth  the  whole  church,  at  this  time,  languifh  for  the  co" 
ummanon  of  her  felicity  looking,  even  until  gher  eyes  fail,  for 
that  glorious  day  of  final  redemption,  when  every  believing 
heart  lhall  exult,  and  all  the  fons  of  God  /hout  aloud  for  joy !  S 

III  day.  morning  prayer.  PSALM  XV. 

argument. 

^sisone  of  the  Pfidms  appointed  to  be  ufed  on  Afcenfion-day. 
I  he  Prophet  ..  enquires  concerning  the  perfon,  who  ffiould 
afcend  into  the  hill,  and  dwell  in  the  temple  of  Jehovah  • 

fuch5perfon! CC:VeS’  “  “fW6r  l°  h’S  qUeftiorh  a  character  of 
thy  holy0 hill  J  whaJha/l  aiide  h  ^  Mermtclc  l  Who /hall  dwell  in 

The  prophet  alludes  to  the  hill  of  Sion  in  the  earthly  Terufa. 
em,  to  the  tabernacle  of  God  which  was  thereon,  and  the  cha- 
1  after  of  the  prieft,  who  Ihould  officiate  in  that  tabernacle.  But 

t3ru»  tabernTl  *  Cdeft,ial  JerufaIem>  a  Ritual  Sion,  a 

true  tabernacle,  and  an  eternal  prieft.  To  the  great  originals 

thetefore  we  muft  transfer  our  ideas,  and  confider  the  enquiry 

made  after  Him,  who  Ihould  fix  his  refting  place  on  the  hea 

venly  mount,  and  exercife  his  unchangeable  priefthood  in  the 

temp.e  not  made  with  his  hands.  And  (ince  the  difciples  of  this 

new  and  great  High  Prieft  become  righteous  in  him,  and  are  by 

the  lpirit  conformed  to  his  image,  the  character  which  effential. 

iy  and  inherently  belongs  only  to  him,  will  derivatively  belong  to 

them  alfo,  who  muft  follow  his  fteps  below,  if  they  would  reign 
with  him  above.  7  & 1 

2.  He  that  xoalketh  uprightly,  and  worketh  right eoufnefs,  and 
fpeaketh  the  truth  in  his  heart. 

The  man,  therefore,  who  would  be  a  citizen  of  Zion,  and 
there  enter  into  the  reft  and  joy  of  his  Lord,  muft  fet  that  Lord 
always  before  him.  Renewed  through  grace,  endued  with  a 
ively  faith,  and  an  operative  charity,  he  muft  confider  and  itni- 
tate  the  life  of  that  [-defied  perfon,  who  walked  amongft  men,  with- 
out  partaking  of  their  corruptions  ;  who  converfed  unblameably 
with  (lnyers  ;  who  coaid  give  this  challenge  to  his  inveterate  e- 
nemies,  Which  of  you  convinceth  me  of  fin?”  in  whom  the 
grand  accnfer,  when  he  came,  “found  nothing  who, being 
himfelf  “  the  truth,”  thought  and  fpake  of  nothing  elfe  •  mak- 
ing  many  promifes  and  performing  them  all. 

.3  k'e  that  backbiteth  not  with  bis  tongue ,  nor  doth  evil  to  his 
neighbour ,  nor  talieth  up  a  reproach  again  ft  his  neighbour . 

.  VV  ho,  knowing  the  fins,  follies,  and  infirmities  of  all  man- 
kind,  made  his  tongue  an  inftrument,  not  of  difclofiing  and  ex- 

alperating, 
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afperating,  but  of  covering  and  healing  thefe  fores  in  human 
nature  ;  who  efleeming  every  fon  of  Adam  as  his  neighbour, 
went  about  doing  good  ;  and  then  laid  down  his  life,  and  re- 
figned  his  breath  in  prayer  for  his  murderers  ;  who,  inftead  of 
taking  up  a  reproach,  and  lidening  to  the  calumniator,  call  him 
out  and  iilenced  him,  erafmg  the  hand  writing  that  was  againft 
us,  and  nailing  the  cancelled  indictment  to  the  crofs. 

4.  In  whofe  eyes  a  vile  perfon  is  contemned ;  but  be  honour eth 
them  that  fear  the  Lord  ;  he  that  Jweareth  to  his  own  hurt ,  and 
chan^eth  not. 

Who  rejected  the  wicked  however  rich  and  honourable:  and 
chofe  the  well  inclined,  however  poor  and  contemptible  in  the 
world  ;  who,  having,  by  covenant  with  the  Father,  engaged  to 
keep  the  law,  and  to  talle  death  for  every  man,  went  willingly 
and  lleadily  through  this  work,  and  furmounted  every  obllacle 
which  could  be  thrown  in  his  way,  until  he  declared  concern¬ 
ing  the  talk  appointed  him,  u  It  is  finifhed 

5.  He  that  putteih  not  out  his  money  to  ufury ,  nor  taketh  reward 
againfl  the  innocent . 

Who  was  lb  far  from  defiring  to  amafs  the  earthly  mammon 
that  he  would  touch  none  of  it:  and  received  the  true  riches, 
only  that  he  might  bellow  them  upon  others ;  who  infiead  of 
taking  a  reward  againll  the  innocent,  died  for  the  guilty  ;  and 
whole  lentence,  when  he  fhall  lit  on  the  throne  of  judgment, 
will  be  equally  impartial  and  immutable. 

6.  He  that  doth  thefe  things  Jhall  never  be  moved . 

In  the  above  comment,  it  was  thought  molt  advifeable  to 
open  and  difplay  the  full  intent  of  what  was  both  enjoined  and 
forbidden,  by  exemplifying  each  particular,  as  receiving  its  tu¬ 
rn  oil  completion,  in  the  character  and  conduct  of  our  bleded 
Lord.  And  whoever  fhall  lurvey  and  copy  thefe  virtues  and 
graces,  as  they  prefent  themfelves  in  his  life,  will,  it  is  humbly 
apprehended,  take  the  belt  and  Ihorteft  way  to  the  heavenly 
Zion,  and  make  that  ule  of  the  XV  Pfalm,  which  the  church 
may  be  luppofed  to  have  had  in  view,  when  die  appointed  it  as 
one  of  the  proper  Pfalms  for  Afcenlion  day. 

PSALM  XVI. 

ARGUMENT. 

Upon  whatever  occafion,  or  in  whatever  diltrefs  David  might 
compofe  this  Pfalm,  we  are  taught  by  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul 
Acts  ii  25.  and  xiii.  35.  to  confider  him  as  fpeaking  in  the 
perfon  of  our  LordChrift,  of  whom  alone  the  latter  part  of  the 
Pfalm  is  true.  Thecontents  are,  1.  a  prayer  for  fupport ;  2,  3. 
a  declaration  of  love  to  the  faints;  4.  a  protellation  againll 
idolaters;  5—8.  aCts  ot  love,  joy ;  and  confidence  in  Jehovah: 
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and  9 — u.  one  of  hope  in  an  approaching  refurre&ion  and 

glorification. 

1.  Prejerve  me,  0  God ,  for  in  thee  do  I  put  my  trufi. 

Thele  woids  aie  evidently  fpolten  by  one  in  great  diffrcfs 
who  addrefles  him felf  to  heaven  for  fupport  under  his  fuflferino-s’ 
pleading  his  confidence  in  God,  (till  unlhaken  by  all  the  {forms 
that  had  fet  themfelves  againft  it.  rI  his  might  be  the  cafe  of 
David,  and  may  be  that  of  any  believer.  Rut  fince  thepfalm  is 
a  continued  ipeech  without  change  of  perfon,  we  may  confi- 
der  the  who;e  as  uttered  by  him,  who  only  could  utter  the  con¬ 
cluding  verfes,  and  who  in  this  firftverfe  makes  his  ^application 
to  the  Father,  for  the  promifed  and  expected  deliverance. 

2.  O  my  foul  thou  haft  [aid  unto  the  Lord,  thou  art  my  Lord : 
tny  goodnefs  extendeth  not  to  thee  ;  3.  But  to  the  faints  that  are  in 
the  earthy  and  to  the  excellent,  in  whom  is  all  my  delight. 

In  the  Chaldee  and  Syriac,  the  latter  claule  of  the  former  of 
thele  two  verfes  is  rendered — “My  goodnefs  is  from  thee.” 
An  ingenious  writer  thinks  the  Hebrew"" will  bear  this  fenfe,  in 
the  elliptical  way,  thus — “My  goodnefs  !  fhall  I  mention  that? 
“  %  no  means ;  it  is  all  to  be  aferibed  to  thee  ”  The  goodnefs 
of  man  is  all  derived  from  God,  and  lhould  be  extended  to'  his 
brethren.  1  hat  of  Meffiah  owed  its  original  to  his  union  with 
the  Divinity ;  and  promoted  the  falvation  of  thofe  to  whom 
it  was  communicated,  that  is  to  fay,  of  thofe  who  thereby  be¬ 
came  “  the  faints  and  excellent  ones  in  the  earth. ”  For  their 
fakes  obedience  was  performed,  and  propitiation  made,  by  the 
Son  of  God,  becaufe  he  loved  them  with  an  everlafling  love, 
and  placed  “  all  his  delight”  in  making  them  happy.  He  “  re- 
“  rejoiced  in  the  habitable  parts  of  the  earth,  and  his  delights 
.  “  were  with  the  fons  of  men.”  Prov.  viii.  31. 

4.  Their  for  row  fhall  be  multiplied  that  haften  after  another  god  : 
their  drink  offerings  of  blood  will  I  not  offer ,  nor  take  up  their  names 
into  my  lips . 

Chrift  denounceth  vengeance  againft  thofe  who  fhould  make 
to  themfelves  other  gods,  run  after  other  faviours,  or  fuffer  any 
creature  to  rival  him  in  their  affections  ;  declaring  of  fuch  that 
their  offerings  fhould  not  be  prefented  by  him  to  the  Father, 
nor  fhould  they  be  partakers  of  the  benefits  of  his  interceffion. 
Even  the  bloody  facrifices  of  the  law,  inflituted  for  a  time  by 
God  himfelf,  became  abomination  to  him  when  that  time  was 
expired,  and  the  one  great  facrifice  had  been  offered  upon  the 
altar  of  the  crofs. 

5.  The  Lord  is  the  portion  of  mine  inheritance ,  and  of  my  cup  ; 

thou  maintaineft  my  lot .  6.  The  lines  are  fallen  unto  me  in  plea - 

fant  places;  yea  1  have  a  goodly  heritage . 

The  true  David,  anointed  to  his  everlaffing  kingdom,  yet 
firft  a  man  of  forrows  and  a  ftranger  upon  earth,  prefers 
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the  promifed  inheritance  of  the  church,  that  spiritual  kingdom, 
city  and  temple  of  Jehovah,  before  all  the  kingdoms  of  this 
world,  and  the  glory  of  them  ;  he  is  fure  that  Jehovah  will 
maintain  his  lot,  that  he  will  both  give  and  prelerve  to  him 
this  his  patrimony;  and  therefore  rejoices  at  the  divine  beauty 
and  excellency  of  the  heavenly  Canaan.  And  hence  the  Chris¬ 
tian  learns  wherein  his  duty  and  his  happinefs  confift;  namely 
in  making  choice  of  God  for  “  the  portion  of  his  inheritance 
“  and  of  "his  cup,”  for  his  fupport  and  for  his  delight;  in  prefer- 
ing  the  fpirit  to  the  flefli,  the  church  to  the  world,  and  eternity 
to  time. 

7.  I  will  bis fs  the  Lord  who  hath  given  me  counfel ;  my  reins' 
alfo  inftruSl  me  in  the  night  feafon. 

The  perfon  fpeaking  here  blelTes  Jehovah  for  communicating 
that  divine  ((  couulel/*  that  celeftial  wifdom,  by  which  he  was 
incited  and  enabled  to  make  the  foregoing  choice  and  refolution. 
In  the  latter  part  of  the  verfe  is  intimated  the  mode  of  thefe  gra¬ 
cious  and  fpiritual  communications,  which  in  the  dark  fealons  of 
ad  verb  ty  were  conveyed  to  the  inmoft  thoughts  and  affections  of 
the  mind,  thereby  to  inftrucft,  to  comfort  and  to  ftrengthen  the 
fufierer,  until  his  paffion  fhould  be  accomplifhed,  and  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  therefurreClion  fhould  dawn,  in  which,  as  v.e  (hall  lee,  all 
his  hope  and  confidence  were  placed. 

8.  I  have  fet  the  Lord  always  before  me  ;  becaufe  he  is  at  my 
right  hand ,  1  jhall  not  he  moved. 

The  method  taken  by  Chrift,  as  man,  to  fupport  himfelf  in 
time  of  trouble,  and  perfevere  unto  the  end,  was  to  maintain  a 
conffant  aClual  fenfe  of  the  prefence  of  Jehovah,  whom  when  he 
thus  faw  Handing  at  his  right  hand,  ready,  at  the  appointed 
hour,  to  fuccour  and  deliver  him,  he  then  feared  not  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  earth  and  hell  combined  for  his  deftruclion.  Why  are 
our  fears  great,  but  becaufe  our  faith  is  little  \ 

9.  Therefore  my  heart  is  glad,  and  my  glory  rejoiceth  ;  my  fief  b 
aljo  Jhall  reft  in  hope . 

Through  confidence  in  the  almighty  power  engaged  on  his 
fide,  joy  filled  the  heart  of  Chrift,  and  rendered  his  tongue  an  in- 
ftrument  of  giving  glory  to  Jehovah  in  the  midft  of  his  fuffer- 
ings ;  becaufe  when  they  were  ended,  as  they  muft  foon  be,  his 
flelh  was  only  to  make  its  bed,  and  reft  awhile  in  the  grave,  af¬ 
ter  the  labours  of  the  day,  in  fure  and  certain  hope  of  a  ipeedy 
refurredlion  and  glorification.  This  fame  confideration  is  to  the 
afflicled,  the  Tick,  and  the  dyingChriftian,  a  never  failing  fource 
of  comfort,  an  inexhauftible  fountain  of  joy  :  fin  and  infidelity  are 
the  enemies,  who  would  fill  it  with  earth. 

10.  For  thou  wilt  not  leave  my  foul  in  hell;  neither  wilt  thou 
fujfer  thy  Holy  One  to  fee  corruption. 

It  was  a  part  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  and  promifed  by  the 

L  mouth 
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mouth  of  God’s  prophets,  that  after  the  death  of  Meffiah,  his 
rmimal  frame  wsj  fhould  not  continue,  like  thofe  of  other  men, 
Jn  the  grave,  nor  fhould  corruption  be  permitted  to  feize  on 
the  body,  by  which  all  others  were  to  be  raifed  to  incorruption 
and  immortality.  As  members  of  Chrift,  this  fame  promife  and 
aflurance  is  fo  far  ours,  that  although  our  mortal  part  muft  fee 
cOt  iuption,  vet  it  iliall  not  be  finally  left  under  the  power  of  the 
enemy,  but  dial]  be  raifed  again,  and  reunited  to  its  old  compa¬ 
nion  the  foul,  which  exilts,  mean  while,  in  fecret  and  undifcern- 
ed  regions,  there  waiting  for  the  day  when  its  Redeemer  fhall 
triumph  over  corruption,  in  his  myftical,  as  he  hath  already  done, 
in  his  natural  body. 

II  'Thou  wilt  Jfbeyj  me  the  path  of  life  ;  in  thy  prefence  is  ful- 
nefs  of  joy  ;  at  thy  tight  hand  there  are  pleafures  for  ever  more . 

I  he  return  of  Chrift  from  the  grave  is  beautifully  defcribed 
by  Jehovah  “  fhcwing,”  or  difcovering  to  him  a  “  path  of  life,” 
leading  through  the  valley  of  the  lhadow  of  death,  and  from  that 
valley  to  the  fummit  of  the  hill  of  Zion,  or  to  the  mount  of  God 
in  heaven,  on  which  he  now  fits  enthroned.  There  exalted  at 
the  right  hand  of  the  father,  that  human  body,  which  expired 
on  the  crofs,  and  flept  in  the  lepulchre,  lives  and  reigns,  filled 
with  deiight,  and  incircled  by  glory  incornprehenfible  and  end- 
lefs.  i  hrough  this  thy  beloved  Son  and  our  dear  Saviour, 
“thou  fliah  fhew”  us  likewife  O  Lord,  “  the  path  of  life  •/’ 
thou  (halt  juftify  our  fouls  by  thy  grace  now,  and  raife  our  bodies 
by  thy  power  at  thelafl  day;  when  earthly  forrow  fhall  termi¬ 
nate  in  heavenly  joy,  and  momentary  pain  lhall  be  rewarded  with 
everlafling  felicity. 

PSALM  XVII. 

A  R  G  U  M  E  N  T. 

The  Pfalmift,  confiding  in  thejuftice  ofhiscaufe,  i — 4.  prayeth 
for  a  hearing  and  decifion  of  it ;  5 — 9  he  petitioneth  for  the 
divine  guidance  and  protedion  ;  10—12.  he  defcribeth  the 
temper  and  behaviour  of  his  enemies;  13,  14.  befeecheth 

God  to  difappoint  them,  and  to  deliver  him;  he  endeth  with 
an  a&  of  faith. 

1.  Hear  the  right ,  0  Lord,  or,  Hear  0  righteous  Lord,  at * 
tend  unto  my  cry ,  give  ear  unto  my  prayer ,  that  goeth  not  out  of 
feigned  lips . 

'I  he  righteoufnefs  of  the  judge,  and  the  importunity  and  fin- 
cerity  of  the  petitioner,  are  the  arguments  here  urged  for  afpee- 
dy  and  favourable  determination.  Slander  and  calumny  were 
the  portion  of  David,  and  of  a  greater  than  David,  till  the  righ¬ 
teous  Lord  manifefted  himfelf  on  their  behalf.  And  (hall  not 
God;  in  like  mariner,  judge  and  avenge  the  caufe  of  “  his  own 

“  ele&. 

—  •  * 
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li  elecfi,  who  cry  day  and  night  unto  him?  I  tel!  you,  faith  (Thrift, 
“  himfelf,  that  he  will  avenge  them  fpeedily.”  Luke  xviii,  3. 
“  Men  ought  always  to  pray,  therefore,  and  not  to  faint. ” 

2.  Let  my  fentence  come  forth  from  thy  prefence;  let  thine  eyes 
behold  the  things  that  are  equal. 

A  court  of  equity  is  ever  fitting  in  heaven,  to  receive  appeals 
from  the  wrongful  decifions  of  men  here  below  ;  and  in  that 

O  t  7 

court  a  judge  prefides,  whole  impartial  hand  holds  the  fcales  of 
jufiice  even  ;  whole  unerring  eye  marks  the  leal t  inclination  of 
of  either  ;  and  from  whole  fentence  injured  innocence  is  there¬ 
fore  taught  to  expecf  red  refs. 

3.  Thou  haft  proved  mine  hear  t ,  thou  haft  vijited  me  in  the  night  ; 
thou  haft  tried  me,  and  (halt  find  nothing:  1  am  purpojed  that  my 
mouth  jhall  not  tranfgrefs. 

The  fulferer’s  “  heart  condemns  him  not,  and  he  has 
“  confidence  towards  God,”  to  whom  he  applies  as  the  pro¬ 
per  judge,  becaufe  the  only  witnefs  of  his  integrity.  God  had 
“ proved”  not  only  his  words  and  ad'ions,  but  his  “  heart.” 
which  man  could  not  do  :  God  had  “  vifited,”  oblerved,  and  ex¬ 
plored  “him  in  the  nighr,”  when  fecrecy  and  lolitude  prompt 
the  hypocrite  to  fin,  and  when  the  undifciplined  imagination 
wanders  abroad,  like  the  bird  of  darkneis,  after  forbidden  ob¬ 
jects  ;  God  had  “  tried”  him,  as  (liver  or  gold,  in  the  fiery  fur¬ 
nace  of  adverfity ;  and  if  there  be  any  drofs  or  fcum  in  the  me¬ 
tal,  it  will  then  rife  to  the  top,  and  lliew  it! elf ;  yet  nothing  ap¬ 
peared,  not  fo  much  as  the  alloy  of  an  intemperate  word.  Ab- 
folutely  and  univerfally  this  could  only  be  true  of  the  holy  Jefus, 
however,  through  his  grace,  it  may  be  true  of  fame  of  his  difci- 
ples,  in  particular  infiances  of  crimes  falfely  laid  to  their  charge. 
Let  us  pray  that  it  may  be  true  of  us,  whenever  God  ihall  pleafe 
to  prove  and  try  us. 

4.  Concerning  the  works  of  men ,  by  the  word  of  his  lips  I  have  kept 
me  from  the  paths  of  the  defiroyer . 

The  way  to  hold  fall  our  integrity  in  time  of  temptation  is 
here  pointed  out.  “  Concerning  the  works  of  men,”  that  is,  fuch 
works  as  fallen  depraved  man  has  recourfe  to,  when  in  difirefs, 
“by  the  word  of  thy  lips,”  by  treafuring  up  thy  word  in  my 
heart,  as  the  rule  of  rny  aflions,  and  the  guide  of  iny  life,  “  I 
“  have  watched,”  obferved,  that  is,  in  order  to  avoid  “  the  paths 
“of  the  defiroyer.”  This  feems  to  be  the  literal  confiru&iou, 
and  to  convey  the  full  meaning  of  the  verfe,  which  contains  ex¬ 
actly  the  fame  fentiment  with  that  in  Pf.  cxix.  1 1 .  “  Thy  word 
“have  1  hid  in  mine  heart,  that  I  might  not  fin  againfi  thee.” 
If  the  word  either  be  not  in  the  heart  at  all,  or  if  it  be  not 
there  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  be  ready  at  all  times  for  ufe  and 
application,  the  man  is  in  danger,  at  every  turn,  of  going  afiray. 

5.  Hold  up  my  goings  in  my  paths ,  that  myfiotfieps  flip  not . 

The 
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The  word  of  God  affords  us  direction,  but  the  grace  of  God 
mud  enable  us  to  follow  its  direction,  and  that  grace  mu  ft  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  prayer.  T 'he  “  paths  of  God  ”  are  oppofed  to  the 
‘•paths  of  the  deftroyer,”  the  way  of  right.eoufn.efs  to  that  of  fin. 
I  lie  image  here  is  taken  from  one  walking  in  a  flippery  path,  for 
iuch  is  that  of  hu  nan  life,  by  reafon  of  temptations;  fo  tha/the 
believer,  efpecially  if  he  be  young,  feeble,  and  inexperienced,  has 
great  need  of  a  divine  fupporter  in  every  flep  he  takes. 

5.  1  have  called up%n  thee,  fir  thou  wilt  beat'  me ,  or,  he  car  ft  thou 
hajt  heard  me ,  0  Cod :  incline  thine  ear  to  me,  and  hear  my  Jpeech . 

The  fweet  experiences  of  former  deliverances  giveth  a  corn.- 
fortable  aflurance  of  protection  in  prelent  and  future  dangers; 
and  this  fhould  caufe  us  to  fly  for  refuge  at  all  times,  by  Itrong 

lupphcation  and  prayer,  to  him,  who  is  able  and  willing  to  fave 
us  from  death. 


_  7*  Shew  thy  marvellous  loving  kin dnejs,  O  thou  that  (ay  eft  by  thy 
right  hand  them  which  put  their  trujl  in  thee  from  thojethat  rife  up 
again  ft  them. 

I  his  is  an  addrefs  to  the  “ loving  kindnefs,^  or  mercy  of 
God,  winch  the  Plalmift  intreats  him  to  difplay  and<£imgnify  in 
his  favour,  fince  it  was  the  promife,  the  delight,  and  the  glory 
‘ Jehovah,  to  lave  thole  who  believed  and  trufted  in  HIM* 
i  here  are  two  ways  of  rendering  the  latter  claufe  of  this  verfe  : 
either,  “  i  hou  who  laveft  by  thy  right  hand,  &ccd’  as  ourtranf- 
lation  has  it;  or,  u  ft  hou  that  laveft  them  which  put  their  truft: 

tnee  from  thofe  that  rile  up  at,  or,  againft  thy  right  hand,?> 
meaning  the  oppolers  of  the  divine  counfels  and  difpenfations  ; 
as  in  Zech.  iii.  i.  Satan  is  faid  to  “  Hand  at  Jofhua’s  right  hand, 99 
to  obfiruft  the  building  of  the  temple. 

8.  Keep  me  as  the  apple  of  the  eye  :  hide  me  under  the  fleadow  of 
thy  wings,  g.  From  the  wicked  that  opprefs  me,  from  my  deadly 
enemies ,  who  compafs  me  about . 

He  wiho  has  fo  fenced  and  guarded  thac  precious  and  tender 
part,  the  pupil  of  the  eye,  and  who  has  provided  for  the  fecuri- 
ty  of  a  young  and  helplefs  brood  under  the  wings  of  their  dam, 
is  here  intreated  to  extend  the  jfame  providential  care  and  paren¬ 
tal  love  to  the  fouls  of  his  elect,  equally  expoled  to  danger,  e- 
.qually  befet  with  enemies.  Of  his  readinefs  fo  to  do  he  elfe- 


\v here  allureth  us,  under  the  fame  exquilite  imagery.  Zech.  ii. 
B.  “  He  that  toucheth  you,  toucheth  the  apple  of  his  eye.  Matte 
“  xxiii.  37.  O  Jerufalem,  Jerufalem,  how  often  would  I  have 
“gathered  thy  children  together,  even  as  a  hen  gathereth  her 
“chickens  under  her  wings 

10.  They  are  inclofed  in  their  own  fat ;  with  their  mouth  they 
/peak  proudly. 

The  la  ft  argument  made  ufe  of  by  the  Pfalmift,  in  his  addrefs 
f  o  (jqcI,  is  the  cha^adter  of  his  aclverfaries.  lie  begins  wirh  their 

“  pride/* 
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“pride,”  and  its  caufe,  “fulnefs  of  bread,”  or  high  living.  Dr. 
Hammond  prefers  the  rendering  which  follows;  “  They  have 
“  {hut  up  their  mouth  with  fat;  they  fpeak  proudly.”  Either 
way  the  meaning  plainly  is,  that  pride  is  the  child  of  plenty,  be¬ 
gotten  by  fel ^indulgence,  which  hardens  the  hearts  of  men  againft 
the  fear  of  God,  and  the  love  of  their  neighbours;  rendering 
them  infenfible  to  the  judgments  of  the  former,  and  the  mile- 
ries  of  the  latter.  Let  every  man  take  care,  that,  by  pamper¬ 
ing  the  flefh,  he  do  not  raife  up  an  enemy  of  this  /lamp  againft 
him  felf. 

1  r .  They  have  now  compaffed  us  in  our  Jteps :  they  have  fet  their 
eyes  bowing  down  to  the  ground. 

“  They  have  compared  us  in  our  fteps  ;”  that  is,  literally,  Saul 
and  his  followers  had  watched,  purfued,  and  at  laft  hemmed  in 
David  and  his  men  ;  “  They  have  fet,  or  fixed  their  eyes  ”  upon 
us,  ynonUM1?  (i  t°  lay  US  proftrate  upon  the  earth,”  or  final¬ 
ly  to  make  an  end  of  us.  Such  are  our  fpiritual  enemies  ;  inch 
is  their  intention,  and  our  danger. 

1 2 .  Like  as  a  lion  that  is  greedy  of his  prey ,  and  as  it  were  a  young 
Lion  lurking  in  Jecret places. 

The  fimilitude  of  a  lion,  either  roaring  abroad  in  quell  of  his 
prey,  or  couching  in  fecret,  ready  to  fpring  upon  it,  the  moment  it 
comes  within  his  reach,  is  often  employed  by  David,  to  defer ibe 
the  power  and  malice  of  his  enemies.  Chriftians  cannot  forger, 
that  they  likewifehave  an  adverfary  of  the  fame  nature  and  cha¬ 
racter  ;  one  ever  feeking  whom,  and  contriving  how,  he  may 
devour. 

13.  Arife ,  O  Lord,  difappoint  him ,  caft  him  down:  deliver  my 
foul  from  the  wicked ,  which  is  thy  fword  ;  14.  From  men  which  are 
thy  handy  0  Lord,  from  the  men  of  the  world ,  which  have  their  por¬ 
tion  in  this  life  y  and  whofe  belly  thou  file  ft  with  thy  hid  treafure  : 
they  are  full  of  children  and  leave  the  rejt  of  their  lubftance  to  their 
babes. 

The  Pfalmift,  having  characlerifed  thofe  who  purfued  after 
him  to  take  away  his  life,  now  intreats  God  to  iC  arife,”  or  ap¬ 
pear  in  his  caufe,  to  u  difappoint,”  or  “  prevent”  the  enemy  in 
his  defigns,  and  to  “  caft  him  down,”  to  overthrow  and  fubdue 
him.  I  he  next  words  may  be  thus  rendered  ;  i(  Deliver  my 
u  foul  from  the  wicked  by  thy  fword,  from  men  by  thy  hand,  O 
u  Lord,  from  the  men  of  the  world the  exprefhons,  “  fword, 
a  and  hand  of  Jehovah,”  being  frequently  ufed  to  denote  his 
power  and  vengeance.  The  ibnio  or  <(  mortals  of  the 

“  tranfttory  world,”  from  whom  David  prays  to  be  delivered,  are 
faid  to  be  fuch  as  have  ci  their  portion  in  this  life,”  fuch  as,  in 
cur  Saviour’s  language,  “  have  their  reward”  here,  and  are  not 
to  expedl  it  hereafter;  “  whofe  bellies  thou  filleft  with  thy  hid 
“  treafure  whom  thou  permitted  to  enjoy  thy  temporal  bief- 
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ilngs  in  abundince,  to  “  receive  their  good  things”  upon  earth 
and  to  “  fare  fumptuoufly  every  day;”  as  if  it  were  to  convince’ 
OS,  m  what  e(ti  nation  we  ought  to  hold  the  world,  when  we  fee 
the  larged  {hares  of  it  dealt  out  to  the  mod  worthlefs  of  the  Tons  of 
Adana  :  “  The/ are  full  of, or  abound  in  children,  and  leave  the 
refid ue  of  their  fubdance  to  their  babes ; after  living  in  plen¬ 
ty,  perhaps  to  a  good  old  age,  they  leave  behind  them  a  nume¬ 
rous  and  flourifhmg  poderity,  who  inherit  their  edates,  and  go 
on,  as  their  fathers  did  before  them,  without  piety  to  God  or 
charity  to  the  poor.  From  thefe  men  and  their  ways,  we  have 
all  realon  to  lay  with  David,  t(  Good  Lord  deliver  us!** 

.1.5  •  ds  for  me  y  I  will  behold  thy  face  in  right  eouj'nefs  ;  I  (hall  be 
fatisjied ,  when  I  awake  with  thy  likenefs. 

Indead  of  letting  our  affe&ions  on  things  below,  the  prophet 
indruffs  us,  after  his  example,  to  place  all  our  happinefs  in 
the  vifion  of  God,  and  in  that  righteoufnefs  which  leads  to  it; 
lince  the  hour  is  coming,  when  we  lhall  awake,  and  arife,  after 
the  divine  fi'militude  ;  when  we  lhall  be  like  God,  for  we  fhallfee 
him  as  he  is,  and  by  feeing  him  lhall  be  changed  into  the  fame 
image  ;  and  then  lhall  every  defire  be  fatisfied  with  the  fulnefs  of 
joy,  with  the  exceeding  abundance  of  unutterable  glory. 

Ill  Day.  evening  prayer. 

PSALM  XVIII. 
ARGUMENT. 

This  Pfalm,  as  we  are  informed  by  the  facred  hidory,  Sam.  xxiu 
i.  was  com  poled  and  lung  by  David,  in  the  day  that  the 
Lord  had  delivered  him  out  of  the  hand  of  all  his  enemies, 
and  out  of  the  hand  of  Saul.  It  contains,  ver.  i — 3.  am  ad- 
drefs  of  thanks  to  Jehovah  ;  4 — 6.  a  relation  offufferings  un¬ 
dergone,  and  prayers  made  for  aflidance  ;  7 — 15.  a  magnifi¬ 
cent  defcription  of  the  divine  interpofition  in  favour  of  the  luf- 
ferer,  and  16 — 19.  of  the  deliverance  wrought  for  him,  20— • 
24.  in  confideration  of  his  righteoufnefs,  25 — 28.  according  to 
the  tenor  of  God’s  equitable  proceedings;  29 — 36.  to  Jehovah 
is  afcribed  the  glory  of  the  victory,  which  37 — 42.  is  repre¬ 
fen  ted  as  every  way  complete,  by  the  dedru&ion  of  all  oppo¬ 
nents,  and  43 — 45.  the  fubmidion  of  the  heathen  ;  for  thefe 
events  46 — 50.  God  is  bleded  and  praifed.  As  the  fublimi- 
ty  of  the  figures  ufed  in  this  Pfalm,  and  the  confent  of  ancu 
ent  commentators,  even  Jewilh  as  well  as  Chridian,  but  a- 
above  all,  the  citations  made  from  it  in  the  New  Tedament, 
do  evince,  that  the  kingdom  of  Mefiiah  is  here  pointed  at, 
under  that  of  David,  an  application  is  therefore  made  of  the 
whole,  in  the  enfuing  comment,  to  thefufierings,  refurretdion, 
righteoufnefs,  and  conqueds  of  Chrift,  to  the  dedrucdion  of 

the 
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the  Jews,  and  converfion  of  the  Gentiles.  In  a  word,  the 

Pfalm,  it  is  apprehended,  (hould  now  be  confidered  as  a  glo¬ 
rious  epinikion,  or  triumphal  hymn,  to  be  lung  by  the  church, 

rifen  and  victorious  in  Chrifl  her  Head. 

1.  I  will  love  thee ,  0  Lord  my  ftrength. 

Let  us  fuppofe  king  Mefliah,  like  his  illuftrious  progenitor  of 
old,  feared  in  peace  and  triumph  upon  the  throne  defigned  and 
prepared  forhim.  From  thence  let  us  imagine  him  raking  a  re- 
trofpeCl  view  of  the  fulferings  he  had  undergone,  the  battles  he 
had  fought,  and  the  victories  he  had  gained.  With  this  idea 
duly  impreffed  upon  our  minds,  we  (hall  be  able  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  to  conceive  the  force  of  the  words,  “  -pmtf  With  alLthe 
<e  yearnings  of  affeCtion  I  will  love  thee, O  Jehovah  myftrength 
“  through  my  union  with  whom,  I  have  Anilhed  my  work,  au4 
(<  am  now  exalted  tp  praife  thee,  in  the  name  of  a  redeemed 
“  world. ”  Whenever  we  fing  this  Pfalm  let  11s  think  we  are 
fmging  it  in  conjunction  without*  Saviour,  newly  rifen  from  the 
dead  ;  a  confideration,  which  furely  will  incite  us  to  doit  with  be¬ 
coming  gratitude  and  devotion. 

2.  The  Lord  is  my  rock ,  and  my  fort  refs,  and  my  deliverer , 
my  God ,  my  Jlrength  in  whom  I  irufl,  my  buckler ,  and  the  horn  of 
my  falvation ,  and  my  high  tower . 

In  other  words,  explanatory  of  the  figures  here  made  ufe  of. 
Through  Jehovah  it  is,  that  1  have  flood  immoveable  amidft  a 
fea  of  temptations  and  afflictions;  he  has  fupported  me  under 
my  troubles,  and  delivered  me  out  of  them;  his  protection  has 
fecured  me,  his  power  has  broken  and  lcattered  mine  enemies  ; 
and  by  his  mercy  and  truth  am  I  now  fetupon  high  above  them 
all. — How  lovely  thefe  (trains,  in  the  mouth  of  the  church  mili¬ 
tant  !  How  glorious  will  they  be,  when  lung  by  the  church  tri¬ 
umphant!  It  is  obfervable,  that  the  words,  “  in  whom  I  truft,” 
or,  as  theroriginal  has  it,  “  I  will  trufl  in  him,”  are  referred  to 
in  the  margin  of  our  Engli fn  Bible,  as  quoted  from  this  verfe  by 
St.  Paul,  Heb.  ii.  13.  If  it  be  fo,  the  reader,  by  turning  to  the 
place,  may  furnifb  himfelf  with  a  demonflration,  that  in  xviii  as 
well  as  in  the  xvi  pfalm,  David  fpeaks  in  the  perfon  of  Chrifl. 

3.  I  willy  or,  did  call  upon  the  Lord,  who  is  worthy  to  be pra'tf 
ed;  fo  Jhall  1  be ,  or ,fo  was  I favedfrom  mine  enemies . 

As  the  Pfalm  fo  evidently  throughout  is  a  thankfgiving  for 
paft  deliverances,  the  verbs  in  this  verfe  feetn  to  require  the 
lame  rendering  which  is  given  to  them  below,  at  ver,  6. 
Jehovah  is  to  be  ((  called  upon,,?  both  in  adverlity  and  in  profpe- 
rity  ;  in  the  former  with  the  voice  of  prayer,  in  the  latter  with 
that  of  praife.  “  Is  any  affliCled  l”  faith  St.  James,  v.  13. 
u  ^et  pray.*.  Is  any  merry?  Let  him  fing  Pfalms.” 

4.  The, /arrows,  or,  cords  of  death  compared  me,  and  the  floods 

of  ungodly  men,  or  Belial  made  me  afraid .  5.  The  for rows , ,  or, 

cords 


cords  of  hell,  or,  the  grave,  compared  me  about:  the  fnares  of  death 
prevented  ms. 

St.  Peter,  in  his  fermon  on  the  day  of  Pentecofl,  fays,  when 
fpeaking  of  Chrifl-— “  Whom  God  hath  raifed  up,  having  loof- 
u  ed  the  pains  of  death,  becaufe  it  was  not  poilible  that  he 
“  fhould  be  holden  of  it.”  A&s  ii.  24.  Now,  “  the  Hebrew 
<c  word  Snn  (as  Dr.  Hammond  well  obferves  on  that  place) 

-  iC  fignifies  two  things,  a  cord  or  band and  a  pang ,  efpecially  of 
"  women  in  travail ;  Hence  the  LXX  meeting  with  the  word, 
“  Pf.  xviii,  where  it  certainly  fignifies  cords  or  bands , 

t€  yet  have  rendered  it  ©J'mc,  pangs  ;  and  from  their  example  here 
**  St.  Luke  hath  uled  actively  the  pains  or  pangs  of 

“  death  ;  when  both  the  addition  of  the  word  xvras  loojings  and 
€<  x.pxrsi'rdte,  being  holden  faj ?,  do  fhew  the  fenfe  is  bands ,  or 
cc  cords.”  From  the  paffage  in  the  Adis,  wdth  this  learned 
and  judicious  remark  upon  it,  we  obtain  not  only  the  true  ren¬ 
dering  of  the  phrafe  “  nTto  ^an  cords  or  bands  of  death,” 
but  alio  fomething  more  than  an  intimation  that,  in  the  verfes 
of  our  Pfalm  now  before  us,  David  fpeaks  of  Chrifl,  that  “  the 
iC  cords  of  death,”  thofe  “  bands”  due  to  our  fins,  “  compaffed 
“  him  about,  and  the  floods  of  Belial,”  the  powers  of  dark- 
nefs  and  ungodlinefs,  like  an  overwhelming  torrent  breaking 
forth  from  the  bottomlefs  pit  “  made  him  afraid,”  in  the  day 
of  his  agony,  when  the  apprehenfions  of  the  bitter  cup  calf  his 
foul  into  unutterable  amazement,  and  he  beheld  himfeif  en¬ 
vironed  by  thofe  “  fnares,”  which  had  captivated  and  detained 
all  the  children  of  Adam.  David,  furrounded  by  Saul  and 
his  blood  thirffy  attendants,  was  a  lively  emblem  of  the  fuffer- 
ing  Jefus,  and  therefore  the  fame  defeription  is  applicable  to 
both  ;  as  the  words  of  the  fecond  Pfalm,  in  like  manner,  cele¬ 
brate  the  inauguration  of  the  fon  of  Jelfe,  and  that  of  the  Son  of 
God. 

6.  In  my  diflrefs  1  called  upon  the  Lord,  and  cried  unto  my 
God :  he  heard  my  voice  out  of  his  temple ,  and  my  cry  came  before 
him ,  even  into  his  ears. 

David  was  in  diflrefs ;  David  called  upon  Jehovah,  the  God 
of  lfrae),  who  dwelt  between  the  Cherubinis  in  the  holy  place  ; 
and  by  him  the  prayer  of  David  was  heard.  Much  greater  wras 
the  diflrefs  of  Chrifl,  who  likewife,  as  St.  Paul  fpeaks,  “  in  the 
“  days  of  his  flefh  offered  up  prayers  and  fupplications  with  flrong' 
u  crying  and  tears,  unto  him  that  was  able  to  fave  him  from  death, 
u  and  was  heard ;”  Heb.  v.  7.  his  voice  afeended  to  the  eternal  * 
temple,  his  powerful  cry  pierced  the  ears  of  the  Father  everlafl- 
ing,  and  brought  falvation  from  heaven  at  the  time  appointed. 
The  church  alfois  diflrelfed  upon  earth,  fhe  crieth,  her  cries  are 
heard,  and  will  be  anfwered  in  the  day  of  God  , 

’•*'4  ?  *  •  *•  •  .  •  ‘J'-;  "  '  ■; 

7.  Then 
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7.  Then  the  earth  fhook  and  trembled;  the  foundations  aljo  of  the 
hills  moved  and  were  fhaken,  hecaufe  he  was  wroth , 

At  this  verfe  the  Prophet  begins  todeferibe  the  marrifefiation 
of  divine  power  in  favour  of  the  Righteous  Sufferer.  1  he  ima¬ 
gery  employed  is  borrowed  from  mount  Sinai,  and  thofe  cir* 
c  bin  fiances  which  attended  the  delivery  of  the  law  from  thence. 
When  a  monarch  is  angry,  and  prepares  for  war,  his  whole  king¬ 
dom  is  infiantly  in  commotion.  Univerfal  nature  is  here  repre- 
fented  as  feeling  the  effects  of  its  fovereign’s  difpleafure,  and  all 
the  vifible  elements  are  difordered.  The  earth  /hakes  from  its 
foundations,  and  all  its  rocks  and  mountains  tremble  before  the 
majefiy  of  their  great  Creator,  when  he  arifeth  in  judgment. 
This  was  really  the  cafe  atthe  refurredtion  of  our  Lord  from  the 
dead ;  when,  as  the  Evangelifis  inform  us,  “  there  was  a  great 
ec  earthquake,”  and  the  grave  owned  its  inability  any  longer  to 
detain  the  blelfed  body,  which  had  been  committed,  for  a  feafon, 
toitscuftody.  And  what  happened  at  the  refurredtion  of  Jefus, 
fhould  remind  us  of  what  lhall  happen,  when  the  earth  Hiall  trem¬ 
ble,  and  the  dead  /hall  be  railed  at  the  laft  day. 

8.  There  went  up  a  fmoke  out  of  his  noftrils,  and  fire  out  of  his 
nioutb  devoured  :  coals  were  kindled  by  it ;  or,  fire  out  of  his 
mouth  devoured ,  with  burning  coals  from  before  him. 

The  farther  effedts  of  God’s  indignation  are  reprefented  by 
thofe  of  fire,  which  is  the  moft  terrible  of  the  created  elements, 
burning  and  confuming  all  before  it,  fcorching  the  ground,  and 
canfing  the  mountains  to  fmoke.  Under  this  appearance  God 
defeended  on  the  top  of  Sinai  :  thus  he  vifited  the  cities  of  the 
plain;  and  thus  he  is  to  come  at  the  end  of  time.  Whenever 
therefore  he  is  deferibed  as  fhewing  forth  his  power  and  ven¬ 
geance  for  the  falvation  of  his  chofen,  and  the  di/comfiture  of 
his  enemies,  a“  devouring  fire”  is  the  emblem  made  choice  of, 
to  convey  proper  ideas  of  fuch  his  manifefiutions.  And  from 
hence  we  may  conceive  the  heat  of  his  wrath  againft  the  adverfa- 
riesof  man’s  falvation,  when  by  railing  his  Son  Jefus  from  the 
dead,  hebkfied  their  fchemes,  and  withered  all  their ftrength. 

f).  He  bowed  the  heavens  alfo ,  and  came  down :  and  darknefs 
was  under  his  feet.  10.  And  he  rode  upon  a  cherub ,  and  did  fly  ; 
yea ,  he  did  fly  on  the  wings  of  the  wind.  11.  He  made  darknefs 
his  fleer et  place ;  his  pavillion  round  about  him  were  dark  waters 
and  thick  clouds  of  the  flies. 

Storms  and  ternpelts  in  the  element  of  air  are  inftruments 
of  the  divine  difpleafure,  and  are  therefore  felected  as  figures 
of  it.  When  God  defcends  from  above,  the  clouds  of  heaven 
eompofe  an  awful  and  gloomy  tabernacle,  in  the  midfi  of  which 
he  is  fuppofed  to  refide  :  the  reins  of  whirlwinds  are  in  his 
hand,  and  he  directs  their  impetuous  courfe  through  the  world; 
the  whole  artillery  of  the  aereal  regions  is  at  his  command,  to 
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be  by  nim  employed  againft  his  enemies,  in  the  dav  of  battle 
and  war;  J 

\ 


o 
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2.  y-t  the  hnghtnefs  that  was  before  him ,  his  thick  clouds  palf 

r  >  hml  itoncs  ^  ^  */>*•  I  3-  W*  Lord  tffo  thundered 
tn  the  heavens,  and  the  Hightft  gave  his  voice ;  hail  flows  and  coals 

of  fire.  14.  ‘lea,  he  Jent  out  his  arrows,  and  Jc uttered  them ; 
atiu  he  (hot ^  out  lightnings ,  and  difeomfted  them . 

I  ne  dii charge  of  the  celeflial  artillery  upon  the  adverfepow- 
fjrs  is  here  magnificently  deferibed.  Terrible  it  was  to  them 
as  when  lightnings -and  thunders,  hail-flones  and  balls  of  fire' 
making  their  way  through  the  dark  clouds  which  contain  them' 
in  ike  terror  and  dilmay  into  the  hearts  of  men.  Such  is  the 
“voice,”  and  inch  are  the  “arrows”  of  the  Lord  Almighty 
wherewith  he  “  difeomfireth  ”  all  who  oppofe  the  execution  of  his 
counfels,  and  obitruft  the  falvation  of  his  chofen.  Every  difplay 
and  delci  iption  of  this  fort,  and  indeed  every  thunder-florin 
'which  we  behold,  fhould  remind  us  of  that  exhibition  of  power 
and  vengeance,  which  is  hereafter  to  accompany  the  general  re- 
lurreclion.  0 

_i  7'  Tven  the  channels  cf  waters  were  feen ,  and  the  foundations 
of  the  world  were  difeovered  at  thy  rebuke ,  0  Lord,  at  the  blaft  of 
the  breath  of  thy  nojlrils. 

^  As  the  former  part  of  the  PfalmifPs  defeription  was  taken  from 
the  appearance  to  Mount  Sinai,  fo  this  latter  part  feems  evident¬ 
ly  to  allude  to  whatpafTed  at  the  Red  Sea,  when  by  the  breath 
of  God  the  waters  were  divided,  the  depths  were  difeovered, 
and  i  fra  el  was  conducted  in  fafety  through  them.  Ey  that  event 
was  prefigured  the  falvation  of  the  church  univeriaJ,  through 
the  death  and  refurre&ion  of  Chrift,  who  ddeended  into  the  low¬ 
er  parts  of  the  earth,  and  from  thence  re-afeended  to  light  and 
life.  The  xivth  chapter  of  Exodus,  which  relates  the  paflage of 
ilrael  through  the  lied  Sea,  is  therefore  appointed  as  one  of  the 
Proper  lefTons  on  Eafler-Day.  And  thus  we  obtain  the  ideas 
intended  to  be  conveyed  in  this  fublime  but  difficult  verfe,  toge¬ 
ther  with  their  application  to  the  grand  deliverance  of  the  true 
David,  in  the  day  of  God’s  power.  Indeed  it  is  not  eafy  to  ac¬ 
commodate  to  any  part  of  the  hifiory  of  the  fon  of  JefTe  thofe  aw¬ 
ful,  majeflic,  and  fhipendous  images,  which  are  made  ufe  of 
throughout  this  whole  defeription  of  the  divine  manifeftation, 
from  verfe  7.  But  however  this  be,  moff  certainly  every  part  of 
fo  folemn  a  feene  of  terrors  forbids  us  to  doubt  but  that  a 
“  GREATER  than  David  is  here;”  fince  creation  fcarce  affords 
colours  brighter  and  Aronger  than  thofe  here  employed,  where¬ 
with  to  paint  the  appearance  of  Jehovah,  at  the  clay  of  Anal  re¬ 
demption  . 

16.  He  fent  from  above ,  he  took  me,  he  drew  me  out  of  many, 
©r,  the  great  waters .  17.  He  delivered  me  from  my  flrong  ene- 
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my,  /ro/72  j/;??w  which  hated  me :  for  they  were  too  Jlrong  far 
me*  k 

For  this  purpofe  did  God  in  fo  wonderful  a  manner  difplay 
his  power  and  glory,  that  he  might  deliver  the  1  offerer  out  of 
his  troubles.  This  deliverance  is  fir  ft  exp  re  lied  metaphorically 
by  “  drawing  him  out  of  the  great  waters/’  and  then  plainly, 
<c  he  delivered  me  from  my  firong  enemy/’  &c.  The  “  great* 
“  waters,”  in  ver.  16.  are  the  fame  with  u  the  floods  of  the 
<c  ungodly/’  in  ver.  4.  By  thefe  was  Melfiah,  like  David,  op- 
prefled  and  overwhelmed  for  a  time  ;  but,  like  David,  he  role 
at  length  fuperior  to  them  all.  The  “  flrong  enemy,”  was 
obliged  to  give  way  to  a  “  flronger  than  he,  who  overcame 
“  him,  and  took  from  him  his  armour  in  which  he  milted,  and 
“  divided  the  fpoil.”  Luke  xi.  22. 

18.  They  prevented  me  in  the  day  of  my  calamity ,  hut  the  Loud 
was  my  fay.  19.  He  brought  me  forth  aifointo  a  large  place:  he 
delivered  me  y  becaufe  he  delighted  in  me. 

The  d  ivine  mercy  is  celebrated  again  and  again  through  this 
facred  hymn,  in  a  variety  of  expreflions.  Innumerable  foes 
**  prevented,”  that  is,  furrounded,  inclol'ed  Chrifl  on  all  Odes. 

<i  in  the  day  of  his  calamity,”  when  the  powers  of  earth  and 
hell  fet  themfelves  in  array  againll  him;  but  tc  Jehovah  was 
“  his  flay  on  him  he  repoled  an  unfhaken  confidence;  Je¬ 
hovah  therefore  fupported  his  fleps,  and  led  him  on  to  victory 
and  triumph;  from  the  narrow  confines  of  the  grave  he  tranf- 
lated  him  to  unbounded  empire,  becaufe  he  was  the  Son  of  his 
love,  in  whom  he  delighted. 

20.  The  Lord  rewarded  me  according  to  my  righteoufnefs ;  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  cieannefs  op  my  hands  hath  he  recompensed  me.  21. 
For  I  have  kept  the  ways  op  the  Lord,  and  have  not  wickedly  de¬ 
parted  from  my  God:  22.  For  all  his  judgments  were  before  me y 
and  I  did  not  put  away  his  ft  acutes  prom  me.  23.  1  was  alfo  up~ 
right  before  him:  and  1  kept  my f elf  from  mine  iniquity  ;  or,  pdom 
iniquities .  24.  Therefore  hath  the  Lord  recompenfed  me  accord¬ 

ing  to  my  right eoufuejs ,  according  to  the  cieannefs  of  my  hands  in 
his  eye  fight. 

:  Commentators  have  been  much  perplexed  to  account  for 
thefe  unlimited  claims  to  righteoufnefs  made  by  David,  and 
that,  long  after  the  matter  of  Uriah,  and  towards  the  clofe 
ot  his  life.  Certain  indeed  it  is,  that  the  exprelfions,  confider- 
ed  as  David’s,  mult  be  confined  either  to  his  ftedfafi  adherence 
to  the  true  worfhip,  in  oppolition  to  idolatry,  or  to  his  innocem 
cy  with  regard  to  fome  particular  crimes  falfely  alledged  againfl 
him  by  his  adverfaries.  But  if  the  Plalm  be  prophetical,  and 
lung  by  the  victorious  Monarch  in  the  perfon  of  King  Melfiah;  ‘ 
then  do  the  verfes  now  before  us  no  lefs  exactly  than  beautiful, 
ly  delineate  that  all  perfed  righteoufnefs  wrought  by  the  Re¬ 
deemer 
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dcemer,  m  confequence  of  which  he  obtained  deliverance  for 
r.imfeif  and  his  people.  For  “  His”  righteoufnefs  fake  Jeho¬ 
vah  was  well  pleafed,  and  rewarded  with  everJaftitw  felicity 
the  unfpotted  purity  of  his  works;  “  He”  performed  an  unfin. 
nmg  obedience  to  every  part  of  the  law,  and  lwerved  not  from 
its  line  in  a  (ingle  inftance;  the  rule  was  ever  in  his  eye,  and 
no  temptation  could  induce  him  to  deviate  from  its  diredion  • 
like  toe  lignt,  he  pa  (led  through  all  things  undefined,  and  his 
garments  were  white  as  the  lily  ;  therefore  a  glorious  kingdom 
was  given  unto  him,  forafmuch  as  in  him  the  piercing  eye  of 
heaven  could  difeover  no  blemifh  at  all.  ° 

25.  With  the  merciful  thou  wilt  Jhew  thy f elf  merciful ,  with  an 

upright  man  thou,  wilt  fhew  thyfelf  upright.  2 6.  With  the  pure 

t  ou  wilt  jhew  thyfeif  pure,  and  with  the  f reward  thou  wilt  Jhew 

t  fjztf  f'oward  ;  ileb.  with  the  perverfe  thou  wilt  wrefile  or 
ft  rive.  ' 

I  he  reafon  is  here  afTigned  why  God  u  recompenfed  Mefliah 
*  according  to  the  cleannefs  of  his  hands/’  namely  becaufe  he 
is  jud,  in  rendering  to  every  one  according  to  his  works.  He 
who  is  «  merciful”  to  his  brethren,  (hall  obtain  the  divine 
inercy ;  he  who  is  cc  upright”  in  his  dealings  with  others,  will 
have  jullice  done  him  by  the  great  judge,  againlt  his  iniquitous 
oppieliots;  he  who  is  ‘‘pure”  from  deceit  and  hypocrify  in  the 
iervice  of  his  God,  fhall  experience  in  himfelf  a  faithful  and 
exa<ft  performance  of  the  promifes  which  God  hath  made  to 
iucij ;  but  the  man  that  is  (C  froward,”  perverfe,  and  rebelli¬ 
ous,  mud  expect  to  grapple  with  an  arm,  which  will  either 
humble,  or  dedroy.  See  Levit.  xxvi.  3,  4,  See.  2 3,  24,  Sec, 

1  Kings  viji;  32.  Prov.  ill.  34. 

27.  For  thou  wilt  fave  the  afflicted,  or,  lowly  people ;  hut  wilt 
bring  down  high  looks. 

“  God  relideth  the  proud,”  faith  an  apodle,  “  and  giveth 
u  gi^ce  to  the  humble.”  James  iv.  6.  And,  indeed,  what  is 
the  covenant  of  grace,  but  a  covenant  to  humble  pride,  and  to 
exalt  humility  ;  what  was  it,  but  the  humility  of  Chrid,  that 
iubdued  the  pride  of  Satan  ;  and  on  what  does  the  falvation  of 
every  man  depend,  but  oq  the  iffue  of  the  conteft  between  thefe 
two  principles  in  his  heart? 

28.  For  thou  wilt ,  or,  doji  light  my  candle ,  or,  lamp ,  Lord 

my  God  will ,  or  does  enlighten  my  clarknefs . 

An  indance  of  God’s  favour  towards  the  lowly  and  affii&ed 
was  the  falvation  vouchfafed  to  the  differing  Jefus,  who,  like 
David,  after  much  tribulation  and  perfecution,  under  which  he 
funk  for  a  time,  even  fo  low  as  to  the  grave  itfelf,  was  exalted 
to  glory  and  honour.  This  change  of  condition  is  let  forth  by 
that  of  a  “  lamp,”  from  a  date  of  extinction  to  one  of  illumi¬ 
nation,;,  ^larknefs  being  a  well  known  embletn  of  forrow  and 
,vml,  death, 
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death,  as  light  is  the  eftablifhed  fymbol  of  life  and  joy.  Pee* 
markable  are  the  words  of  the  Chaldee  Paraphraft  upon  this 
verfe,  cited  by  Dr.  Hammond — u  Becaule  thou  lhalt  enlighten 
ec  the  lamp  of  Ifrael,  which  is  put  out  in  the  captivity,  for 
u  thou  art  the  author  of  the  light  of  Ilrael  :  the  Lord  my  God 
ci  (hall  lead  me  out  of  darknefs  into  light,  and  fhall  make  me 
“  fee  the  confolation  of  the  age  which  fhall  come  to  the  juft.” 

29.  For  by  thee  I  have  run  through ,  or  broken ,  a  troop:  and  by 
my  God  have  1  leaped  over  a  wall. 

Through  the  power  of  his  divinity,  the  captain  of  our  falva- 
tion  vanquifhed  the  hoft  of  darknefs,  and  clcaped  from  the  fe- 
pulchre,  notwithftanding  all  their  precautions  to  confine  him 
there.  Vain  is  every  effort,  by  whomfoever  it  is  made,  againft 
the  counfels  of  omnipotence.  And  let  us  refleH,  for  our  coiit- 
fort,  that  they  who  could  not  prevent  the  refurreHion  of  Chrift, 
cannot  detain  the  foul  of  a  Chriftian  in  lin,  or  his  body  in  the 
grave. 

30.  As  for  God ,  his  way  is  perfedi :  the  word  of  the  Lord  is 
tried:  he  is  a  buckler  to  all  thofe  that  truft  in  him. 

The  “way”  of  God  is  the  courfe  of  hisproceedings  with  men, 
and  its  “perfe&ion”  confifts  in  the  equity  of  thofe  proceedings: 
the  promifes  made  in  “  the  word  of  Jehovah”  to  his  fervants, 
are  a  tried”  in  times  of  affliction  and  perfecution,  as  gold  in  the 
fire,  and  found  pure  from  any  drofs  of  deceit,  or  fallibility  :  he 
is  ever  a“  fhield,”  to  protect  “  thofe  who  truft  in  him,”  during 
their  ftay  here,  until  he  becomes  their  “  exceeding  great  reward” 
hereafter.  All  this  he  has  been  to  the  Head ,  in  order  that  he  may 
be  all  this  to  the  members  of  the  church. 

31.  For  who  is  God}  fave  the  Lord  \  Or  who  is  a  rock ,  fave 
our  God  P 

“  Jehovah”  alone  is  the  cc  God,”  or  covenanted  Saviour  of 
his  people;  he  is  the  only  ((  rock”  on  which  they  may  fecurely 
build  their  hope  of  heaven.  Vain  were  the  idols  of  theantient 
world,  Baal  and  Jupiter  ;  as  vain  are  thofe  of  modern  times,  Plea- 
fure,  Honour,  and  Profit.  They  cannot  beftow  content,  or 
make  their  votarieshappy  below  ;  muchlefs  can  they  deliver  from 
death,  or  ©pen  the  everlafting  doors  above. 

32.  It  is  God  that  girdeth  me  with  ftrength ,  and  inaketh  my 

way  per feFi.  . 

In  this  and  the  following  verfes  are  enumerated  the  gifts  of 
God  to  the  fpiritual  warrior,  whereby  he  is  armed  and  prepared 
for  the  battle,  after  the  example  of  his  vi&orious  leader.  God 
invefts  him  with“  ftrength/ *  or  what  the  Apoftle  calls  “  thefpi- 
<(  rit  of  might  in  the  inner  man,”  as  the  loinsof  a  foldier  are  bra¬ 
ced  by  the  military  girdle  ;  whence  that  of  St.  Paul,  “  having 
6i  your  loins  girt  about  with  truth.”  He  removes  every  thing 
that  may  impede  his  progreft,  until  he  has  accornplifhedhis  war- 
'  fare, 
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rare,  and  finifhed  his  courfe  in  righteoufnefs,  which  foetus  to  be 
what  is  meant  by  “  making  his  way  perfect.” 

33*  He  maketh  my  feet  like  hinds  feet,  and  fetteth  me  upon  mv 
high  places.  ,  J 

He  endaeth  the  affections,  which  are  the  feet  of  the  foul,  with 
vigour  and  agility,  to  run  the  way  of  his  commandments,  to  fur- 
mount  every  obfiacle,  and,  with  an  activity  like  that  of  the  fwift 
hart,  or  the  hounding  roe,  to  conquer  the  fleep  afcent  of  the  e- 
verlafling  hills,  and  gain  the  fummit  of  the  heavenly  mountain, 
ot.  1  aul  tells  us  how  the  feet  muft  be  fhod,  for  this  purpofe, 
namely,  cc  with  me  preparation  of  tne  gofpel  of  peace. ” 

34.  He  teachetb  my  hands  to  war,  fo  that  a  bow  of  Jr  eel  is  bro¬ 
ken  by  mine  arms . 

Ke  communicates  a  wifdom  and  a  power  which  nothing  can 
w  uhftand,  inflrucling  and  enabling  the  combatant  to  overcome  in 
rne  confhdl,  to  feize  and  render  ulelels  the  weapons  of  the  ad- 
verlary.  St.  Paul  puts  into  theChriflian  warrior’s  hand, ei  the 
<f  fword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  word  of  God.” 

35.  Thou  haft  given  me  the  field  of  thy  fa  Iv  at  ion  :  and  thy 

right  hand  hath  holden  me  up,  and  thy  pentlenefs .  or,  thy  afflictions  ^ 
have  made  me  great.  ^ 

1  heialvation  of  God  is  a  defence  againft  all  temptations,  to 
inch  as  believe  in  it ;  whence  St.  Paul  ilylesthis  piece  of  armour, 

the  fhicld  of  fai  th  wherewith,”  fays  he,  iC  ye  may  be  able 
i<:  r°  HI  thefiery  darts  of  the  devil.”  The  “  right  hand” 

01  fjodmufi:  lupport  and  iuflain  us  at  all  times  ;  and  the  whole-: 
iome  difcipline  of  the  Chriftian  camp,  the  chaftifernents  and  cor¬ 
rections  of  our  heavenly  Father,  muff  train  us  up  to  true  great- 
nels,  and  prepare  us  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  The  foldiers, 
I'ke  their  great  Leader,  mud  be  “  made  perfect  through  iuffer- 

*<  inp-s  ” 

mgs.  .  ot 

36.  Thou  haft  enlarged  my  fieps  under  me,  that,  or,  and,  my. 
feet  did  not  flip. 

In  other  words,  God  had  opened  a  free  courfe  for  him  to  vic¬ 
tory  and  triumph,  and  hadalfo  endued  him  with  iirength  to  run 
that  courfe ;  thus  removing  the  two  mifehievous  effects  of  fin, 
which  not  only  precluded  the  way  to  heaven,  but  deprived  us  of 
the  ability  to  travel  in  it. 

37.  7  have  purfued  mine  enemies ,  and  overtaken  them  ;  neither 
did  I  turn  again  till  they  were  con  fumed .  38.  1  have  wounded 
them  that  they  were  not  able  to  rife  :  they  are  fallen  under  my 
feet. 

If  we  fuppofe  David  in  his  conqueflsro  have  prefigured  vic¬ 
torious  Medial),  then  have  we,  in  thefe  and  the  fublequent  verfes, 
a  fublirne  defciption  of  that  vengeance,  which  Jelus,  after  his 
refurrection  and  afcenfion,  inflicted  on  his  hardened  and  impeni¬ 
tent  enemies.  His  wrath  “  purfued”  and  “  overtook”  them,  in 

the 
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the  day  of  vifitation  ;  nor  did  it  return,  till,  like  a  devouring  fire, 
it  had  caufumed”  the  prey.  The  Jews  were  caft  down, “  not 
“able  to  rife,”  or  life  up  themfelves  as  a  people,  being  crufhed 
under  the  feet  of  the  once  defpifed  and  inlulted  Nazarene.  Let 
ns  reflect  upon  the  impotence  of  our  fpiritual  adverfaries,  when 
jefns  declares  war  againft  them:  and  let  us  befecch  him  to  con-, 
quer  them  in  us,  as  he  has  conquered  them  for  us. 

39.  For  thou  had  girded  mo  with  ftrength  unto  battle  ;  thou  haft 
fubdued  under  me  ihofe  that  rofe  up  a  gain  ft  me.  40.  Thou  haft  al- 
fo  given  me  the  necks  of  mine  enemies  ;  that  I  might  deftroy  them 
that  hate  me. 

W  ith  the  almighty  power  of  the  Godhead  was  Jefusinvefled, 
by  which  all  enemies  were  fubdued  unto  him  ;  the  fliff  “  necks” 
of  his  crucifiers  were  bowed  under  him,  and  utter  deflrudion  be¬ 
came  the  portion  of  thefe  who  hated  him,  and  had  “  fent  after 
“  him,  faying,  we  will  not  have  this  man  to  reign  over  us.”  So 
gird  us  thy  foldiers  and  fervants,  O  Lord  Jelus  to  the  battle, 
and  fubdue  under  us,  by  the  power  of  thy  grace,  thofe  that  rife 
up  againft  us,  w  hether  they  be  our  own  corrupt  defires,  or  the 
malicious  fpirits  of  darknefs ;  fo  give  us,  like  another  Jofhua,  the 
<(  neck ”  of  thefe  our  enemies,  that  we  may  deflroy  them  that 
hate,  and  would  deflroy  us. 

"41.  They  cried ,  hut  there  was  none  to  fave  them  ;  even  to  the 
Lord,  but  he  anfwered  them  not . 

Never  was  there  a  more  juft  and  lively  portrait  of  the  lamen¬ 
table  nnddefperate  hate  of  the  Jews,  when  their  calamities  came 
upon  them.  “  They  cried, but — none  to  fave  !”  They  had  re¬ 
jected  him  who  alone  could  fave,  and  who  w  as  now  about  to  de- 
lfroy  them.  They  cried  to  Jehovah,  and  thought  themfelves 
hill  his  favourite  nation;  but  Jehovah  and  Jelus  were  one;  fo 
that  after  putting  the  latter  from  them,  they  could  not  retain  the 
former  on  their  fide.  “He  anfwpred  them  not!”  Jt  was  too 
late  to  knock,  when  the-  door  was  ihut ;  too  late  to  cry  for  mer¬ 
cy,  when  it  was  the  time  of  juhice.  Let  ns  knock,  while  yet 
the  door  maybe  opened  :  and  not  begin  to  pray,  when  prayer 
fhall  be  no  longer  heard. 

O 

42.  Then  did  I  beat  them  fmall  as  the  duft  before  the  veind  ;  / 
did  caft  them  out  as  the  dirt  in  the  flreets. 

The  nature  of  that  judgment  w'hich  w?as  executed  upon  the 
Jews,  cannot  be  more  accurately  delineated,  than  by  the  two 
images  here  made  ufe  of.  They  were  broken  in  pieces,  and  dif- 
perfedover  the  face  of  the  earth  by  the  breath  of  God’s  difplea- 
lure,  like  “  duff  before  the  wind  ;  and  as  dirt  in  the  flieets, 
“  they  were  call  out,”  to  be  trodden  under  foot  by  all  nations. 
O  that  every  nation  wmuld  fo  conflder,  as  to  avoid  their  crime 
and  their  punifhment. 

43.  Thou  haft  delivered  me  from  the  flrivings  of  the  people ,  and 

thou 
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thou  haft  made  me  the  head  of  the  heathen  .•  a  people  whom  1  have 
not  known  jhall  ftrve  me. 

If  David  was  delivered  from  the  drivings  of  the  people ;  if  the 
adjacent  heathen  nations  were  added  to  his  kingdom,  and  a“  peo¬ 
ple,  whom  he  had  not  known,  ferved  him how  much  more 
was  this  the  cafe  of  the  fon  of  David,  when  he  was  “  delivered,” 
by  his  refurrection,  from  the  power  of  all  hisenemies;  when  he 
was  made  “  head  01  the  heathen,77  of  whom,  after  their  converft- 
on,  his  church  was,  and  to  this  day  is  compofed  ;  and  when,  in-* 
dead  of  the  rejected  Jew’s,  a  people,  to  whom  before  he  had  not 
been  known,  became  his  fervants  ? 

44.  As  foon  as  they  hear  of  me ,  they  Jhall  obey  me  ;  the  gran¬ 
gers  Jhall  J'uhmit  themfelves  unto  me.  45.  The  Jlrangers  Jhall 
Jade  away ,  and  he  ajraid  cut  of  their  clofe  places. 

u  As  foon  as  they  hear  of  me,  they  (hall  obey  me  ;  hereby  is 
intimated  the  readinefs  with  which  the  Gentiles  fhould  flow  into 
the  church,  upon  the  preaching  of  the  Gofpel  to  them,  when 
the  Jews,  after  having  fo  long  and  fo  often  heard  it,  had  nail¬ 
ed  Chrift  to  the  crofs,  and  driven  the  apoftles  out  from  among 
them.77  “The  ftrangers  fhall  fubmit  themfelves  unto  me;”  the 
nations  who  were  “aliens  from  the  commonwealth  oflfrael,  and 
“Grangers  to  the  covenants  of  promife, 77  either  cordially  fub^ 
mitted  to  the  feeptre  of  Chrift,  or  at  leaft  diflembled  their  hoftil- 
ity,  and  yielded  a  feigned  fubmiftion ;  (for  fo  the  word  ttfhs 
lornetimes  fignifies ;)  “the  ftrangers  fhall  fade  away  that  is,  ' 
fuch  of  them  as  fet  themfelves  againft  me,  fhall  find  their  ftrength 
blafted  and  withered  as  a  leaf  in  autumn,  and  fhall  fall  at  the 
found  of  my  name  and  my  vi&ories  ;  “  they  fhall  be  afraid  out  of 
their  clofe  places  ;  or  rather,  “they  fhall  come  trembling  from 
their  ftrong  holds,77  as  places  notable  to  protect  them,  and  there¬ 
fore  they  will  fue  for  peace.  Such  leems  to  be  the  import  of 
thefe  two  verfes,  which  therefore  denote  the  conqueft  of  Meffiah 
to  have  been  every  where  complete.  And  accordingly,  in  the 
remaining  part  of  the  Pfalm,  the  church,  through  Chrift  her 
Head,  blefleth  Jehovah  for  the  fame. 

46.  The  Lord  liveth ,  and  hlejfed  be  my  rock  ;  and  let  the  God 
of  my  falvation  he  exalted .  47.  It  is  God  that  avengeth  me,  and 

fuhdueth  the  people  under  me.  4S.  He  delivered  me  from  mine - 
enemies  :  yea,  thou  lift  eft  me  up  above  thofe  that  rife  up  againft  me; 
thou  haft  delivered  me  from  the  violent  man . 

In  other  words,  “  And  now,  the  Lord  God  omnipotent  liv- 
“eth  and  reign eth,  for  ever  bleffed  and  exalted,  as  the  God  of 
“falvation  :  by  him  I  am  avenged  of  thofe  who  perfecuted  me, 

“  and  am  advanced  to  empire  ;  my  enemies  are  fallen,  and  my 
“  throne  is  eftablifhed.77  Thus  we  learn  to  truft  in  Jehovah  with¬ 
out  fear,  when  our  enemies  are  victorious,  and  to  glorify  him 
without  referve,  when  we  are  fo. 

49.  Therefore 
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- ..  Therefore  will  1  give  thunks  unto  thee ,  O  Tone,  am^rg  the 
beat  hen  f  and  fing  pralfes  unto  thy  name. 

5  Remarkable  is  the  manner  in  which  St.  1  aul  cites  this  vi  1  fe> 
Rom.  xv.  9.  The  context  runs  thus,  “  Now  i  lay,  that  Jems 
“  Chrift  was  a  minister  of  the  circutncifion  for  the  truth  or  God, 
u  to  confirm  the  promifes  made  unto  the  fathers:  and  that  the 
Ci  Gentiles  might  glorify  God  for  his  mercy:  as  it  is  written, 
“For  this  caufe  I  will  confefs  to  thee  among  the  Gentiles,  and 
6<  fing  unto  thy  name.”  This  verfe  is  by  the  Apoflle  piouuced  as 
a  proof,  that  the  Gentiles  were  one  day  to  glorify  God,  for  the 
mercy  vouchfafed  them  by  Jelus  Chrift.  Tut  according  to  the 
letter  of  the  pafTage,  king  David  only  fays,  that  he  will  u  give 
“  thanks  unto  God  among  the  heathen,”  on  account  of  his  own 
deliverance,  and  exaltation  to  the  throne  of  Ifrael ;  for  upon  that 
occafion  we  know  that  he  compofed  and  iung  the  1  lalm.  Thi.> 
citation  brought  by  St.  Paul  cannot  therefore  be  to  the  puipole 
for  which  it  is  brought,  unlefs  the  Pialm  have  a  double  fenfe  ; 
unlefs  God  be  glorified  in  it  for  the  viflory  and  inthronization 
of  Chrift,  as  w’ell  as  for  thofe  of  David ;  and  this  cannot  be,  un¬ 
lefs  the  fame  words  which  literally  celebrate  the  one,  do  likewne 
prophetically  celebrate  the  other  ;  unlefs  David  be  a  figure  ot 
Chrift,  and  fpeak  in  his  perfon,  and  in  that  of  his  body  the  chin  ch. 
While  this  Pfalm  is  ufed,  as  a  Chrftian  hymn,  in  the  Gentile 
Chriftian  Church,  David  ffill  continues,  as  ne  lorefaw  he  fliouid 
do,  ‘Go  give  thanks  unto  Jehovah,  to  glorify  God  among  the 
“  Gentiles,”  for  the  mercies  of  redemption,  and  to  “fing  praifes 
“  unto  his  name.”* 

50.  Great  deliverance  glveth  he  to  his  King  *  and  J hew etn  mer¬ 
cy  to  his  Anointed ,  to  David  and  to  his  Jeed  for  evermore. 

Great  deliverance  giveth  he  unto  his  king  to  King  David 
in  faving  him  from  Saul  and  his  other  temporal  enemies,  and 
feating  him  on  the  earthly  throne  of  Ifrael ;  to  King  Mefliah,  in 
refcuing  him  from  death  and  the  grave,  and  exalting  him  to  art 
heavenly  throne,  as  Head  of  the  Church:  “and  fheweth  mercy 
“  to  his  Anointed  ;”  to  him  who  was  anointed  outwardly,  and 
in  a  figure,  with  oil;  and  to  him  who  was  anointed  inwardly, 
and  in  truth,  with  the  Holy  Ghoft  and  with  power :  “  to  David 
^  and  to  his  feed  for  evermore  ;”  to  the  literal  David,  and  to  his 
royal  progeny,  of  whom,  according  to  the  flefh,  Chrift  came; 
and  to  Chrift  himfelf,  the  fpiritual  David,  the  Beloved  of  God, 
with  all  thofe  who  through  faith  become  his  children,  the  fons 
of  God,  and  heirs  of  eternal  life. 

IV  DAY. 

*  “  This  verfe  is  applied  in  Rom.  xv.  2.  to  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles  unto 
<c  the  faith  of  Chrift,  and  praife  unto  God  therefore.  By  which  we  are  taught 
“  that  of  Chrift  andiw  kingdom  this  Pfalm  is  chiefly  intended.’1  A  inf  worth. 
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argument. 

In  the  former  part  of  this  beautiful  Pfalm,  ver.  i._6  the 
heavens  are  reprefented  as  the  inftrudors  of  mankind  the 
fuojea,  the  universality,  and  the  manner  of  their  inftrudlions 
are  pomted  out;  me  glory,  beauty,  and  powerful  effects  of 
the  lo.ar  light  are  defcnbed.  The  latter  part  of  the  Pfalm 
7  14.  contains  an  encomium  on  the  word  of  God,  in  which 

its  properties  are  enumerated  ;  and  a  prayer  of  the  Pfalmift 
for  pardoning  and  retraining  grace,  and  for  the  acceptance 

lefe  a,K[a  l  °ther  llls  devotions  and  meditations.  From 
a  citation  which  Sr.  Paul  hath  made  of  the  4th  verfe,  it  an- 

pears,  that,  in  the  expolition,  we  are  to  raife  our  thoughts 
«h>"P  n»tml  to  things  fpiritual  ;  we  are  to  contem- 
p  te  the  publication  of  the  Gofpel,  the  manifeftation  of  the 
Lignt  of  Life,  the  Sun  of  Piighteoufncfs,  and  the  efficacy  of 
vange heal  dodrine.  In  this  view  the  ancients  have  confi- 

XVS  on  Sh,' rCl'  bl‘h  ‘he"f0re  aPPOin"d  k 

"*Shy 

Under  the  name  of  “  heaven,”  or,  “  the  heavens,”  is  com- 
pi  ehended  that  fluid  mixture  of  light  and  air,  which  is  every 
where  diffuled  about  us ;  and  to  the  influences  of  which  are 
owing  all  the  beauty  and  fruitfulnefs  of  the  earth,  all  vegetable 
and  ammaMue,  and  the  various  kinds  of  motion  throughout 
tne  fyftem  oi  nature.  By  their  manifold  and  beneficial  opera- 
tions  therefore,  as  well  as  by  their  beauty  and  magnificence; 
the  heavens  declare  the  glory  of  God  they  point  Him  out 

°rS\  4;1?’  In.  ScnPture  language,  is  flyled  “  the  glory  of 
God  by  whom  themfelves  and  all  other  things  were  made 
and  are  upholder! ;  and  who  is  the  author  of  every  grace  and 
bl effing,  to  the  fons  of  men  :  “  the  firmament/’  or  expanfion 
or  the  celefhal  elements,  wherever  it  extends,  “  fheweth  his 
j  hancT  not  only  as  the  Creator,  but  likewife  as  the  Re- 

deemer  of  the  world.  And  thus  do  the  heavens  afford  inex- 
hauitible  matter,  for  contemplation  and  devotion,  to  the  ohi- 
loiopher,  and  to  the  Chriftian.  1 

2 .  Day  unto  day  uttereth  fpeech,  and  night  unto  night  fheweth 
Know  leave. 

The  labours  of  thefe  our  inflruclors  know  no  intermiffion 
but  they  continue  inceffantly  to  ledure  us  in  the  fcience  of  di- 
vme  wfldom.  There  is  one  glory  of  the  fun,  which  (bines 
forth  by  day  ;  and  there  are  other  glories  of  the  moon  and  of 
the  itars,  which  become  vifible  by  night.  And  becaufe  day 

and 
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and  night  interchangeably  divide  the  world  between  them,  they 
are  therefore  reprelented  as  tranfinitting  in  fuccellion,  each  to 
other,  the  talk  enjoined  them,  like  the  two  parts  of  a  choir, 
chanting  forth  alternately  the  praifes  of  God.  How  does  ina¬ 
nimate  nature  reproach  us  with  our  indolence  and  indevotion  ! 

3,  There  is  no  Jpeech  nor  language  where  their  voice  is  not 
heard. 

Our  tranflators,  by  the  words  inferted  in  a  different  charac¬ 
ter,  have  declared  their  fenle  of  this  palfage  to  be,  that  there  is 
no  nation  or  language,  whither  the  inftruction  diffufed  bv  the 
heavens  doth  not  reach.  But  as  the  fame  thought  is  fo  fully 
exprelfed  in  the  next  verfe,  “  Their  found  is  gone  out,”  &c. 
it  leems  moft  advileable  to  adhere  to  the  original,  which  runs 
literally  thus,  “  No  fpeech,  no  words,  their  voice  is  not  heard 
that  is,  although  the  heavens  are  thus  appointed  to  teach,  yet 
it  is  not  by  articulate  founds  that  they  do  it  ;  they  are  not  en- 
do  wed,  like  man,  with  the  faculty  of  Ipeech  ;  but  they  addrefs 
themlelves  to  the  mind  of  the  intelligent  beholder  in  another 

O 

way,  and  that,  when  underftood,  a  no  lefs  forcible  way,  the 
way  of  pidure,  or  reprefen tation.  So  manifold  is  the  wifdom 
ot  God;  fo  various  are  the  ways  by  which  he  communicates  it 
to  men. 

4.  Their  line  is  gone  out  through  all  the  earth ,  and  their  words 
to  the  end  of  the  world . 

The  inftrudion  which  the  heavens  difperfe  abroad  is  univer- 
fal  as  their  lubftance,  which  extends  itfelf  in  u  lines,”  or  rays, 

over  all  the  earth  ;”  by  this  means  their  66  words,”  or  rather, 
their  “  #  (Ignificant  actions”  and  operations,  are  every  where 
prefent,  even  <c  to  the  ends  of  the  world  ;”  and  thereby  they 
preach  to  all  nations  the  power  and  wifdorn,  the  mercy  and  lo¬ 
ving  kindnefs  of  the  Lord.  The  ApofHes’  commillion  was  the 
fame  with  that  of  the  heavens;  and  St.  Paul,  Korn.  x.  j8.  has 
applied  the  natural  images  ofthis  verfe  to  the  manifellation  of  the 
Light  of  Life,  by  the  fermons  ofthofe  who  were  lent  forth  for 
that  purpofe.  He  is  fpeaking  of  thofe  Jews  who  had  not  obeyed 
the  Gofpel.  “  But  I  fay,  argues  he,  “  have  they  not  heard?  Yes 
16  verily,  their  found  went  into  all  the  earth,  and  their  words 
“  unto  the  ends  of  the  world.”  As  if  he  had  faid,  They  mud 
have  heard,  fince  the  Apoftles  were  commanded  not  to  turn  un¬ 
to  the  Gentiles,  till  they  had  publifhed  their  glad  tidings  through¬ 
out  Judea  ;  but  the  knowledge  of  him  is  now  become  univerfal, 
and  all  fleHj  has  feen  the  Glory  of  the  Lord  ;  the  Light  Divine, 
like  that  in  the  heavens,  has  vilited  the  whole  world,  as  the  pro¬ 
phet  David  foretold,  in  the  xixth  Pfaim.  The  Apollle  cannot 

Grpbft — The  verb  (whence  1^53  words)  is  ufed  for  exprefling  the 

meaning  b yfgns.  It  has  this  fenfe  Prov.  vi.  13.  fpeaking  •with  his 

.foot. 
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be  fuppofed  to  have  made  ufe  of  this  Scripture  in  a  fenfe  of  ac¬ 
commodation  only,  becaufehe  cites  it  among  other  texts  which 
he  produces  merely  as  prophecies.  And  if  luch  be  its  meaning, 
if  the  heavens  thus  declare  the  Glory  of  God,  and  this  is  the 
great  lefTon  they  are  inceflantly  teaching  :  what  other  language  do 
they  fpeak,  than  that  their  Lord  is  the  representative  of  ours,  the 
bright  ruler  in  the  natural  w  orld  of  the  more  glorious  one  in  the 
Spiritual,  their  Sun  of  the  “  Sun  of  Lighteoufnefs?”  But  of  this 
the  following  veries  will  lead  us  to  fpeak  more  particularly. 

5.  In  them  hath  he  fet  a  tabernacle  for  the  fun ,  'which  is  as  a 
bridegroom  coining  out  of  his  chamber,  and  rejoiceth  as  a  Jirong 
man  to  run  a  race . 

In  the  centre  of  the  heavens  there  is  a  tent  pitched  by  the 
Creator  for  the  rdidence  of  that  moft  glorious  of  inanimate 
Subdances,  the  lolar  light;  from  thence  it  iffues,  with  the 
beauty  of  a  bridegroom,  and  the  vigour  of  a  champion,  to  run 
its  courfe  and  perform  its  operations.  A  tabernacle,  in  like 
manner,  was  prepared  for  him,  who  faith  of  himfelf,  “  I  am 

the  light  of  the  world.”  John  viii.  12.  And  as  the  light 
of  the  Sun  goes  out  in  the  morning  with  inconceivable  activity, 
new  and  youthful  itfelf,  and  communicating  life  and  gaiety  to  all 
things  round  it,  like  a  bridegroom,  in  the  marriage  garment, 
from  his  chamber  to  his  nuptials;  So,  at  his  incarnation,  did  the 
Light  Divine,  the  promifed  bridegroom,  vifit  his  church,  being 
clad  himfelf,  and  cloathing  her  with  that  robe  of  righteoulnefs, 
which  is  Styled,  in  holy  Scripture,  the  marriage  garment ;  and 
the  joy,  which  his  prefence  administered,  w  as,  like  the  benefits 
of  it,  univerfal.  And  as  the  material  light  is  always  rea¬ 
dy  to  run  its  heavenly  race,  daily  iffuing  forth  with  renewed  vi¬ 
gour,  like  an  invincible  champion  full  frefli  to  labour ;  fo  like- 
wife  did  he  rejoice  to  run  his  glorious  race;  he  excelled  in 
Strength,  and  his  w  orks  were  great  and  marvellous  ;  he  triumphed 
over  the  powers  of  darknefs ;  he  Sited  abroad  on  all  Sides  his 
bright  beams  upon  his  church ;  he  became  her  deliverer,  her 
protestor  and  Support ;  and  Shewed  himielf  able  in  every  re¬ 
spect  to  accomplish  for  her  the  mighty  talk  he  had  undertaken. 
What  a  marvellous  instrument  of  the  moft  High  is  the  fun,  at 
Ins  riling,  considered  in  this  view  j 

6.  His  going  forth  is  from  the  end  of  heaven,  and  his  circuit 
unto  the  ends  of  it  •  and  there  is  nothing  hid  from  the  heat  thereof . 

The  light  diffufed  on  every  Side  from  its  fountain,  extendeth 
to  the  extremities  of  heaven,  filling  the  whole  circle  of  creation, 
penetrating  even  to  the  inmoft  Substances  of  grofier  bodies,  and 
acting  in  and  through  all  other  matter,  as  the  general  caufe  of 
life  and  motion.  Thus  uubounded  and  efficacious  was  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  Sun  of  Righteoufucfs,  w  hen  he  lent  out  his  word, 
enlightening  and  enlivening  all  things  by  the  glory  of  his  grace. 
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His  celeftial  rays,  like  thofe  of  the  fun,  took  their  circuit  round 
the  earth  ;  they  went  forth  out  of  Judea  into  all  parts  of  the 
habitable  world,  and  there  was  no  corner  of  it  fo  1  emote  as  to 
be  without  the  reach  of  their  penetrating  and  healing  power, 
«  The  Lord  gave  the  word,  great  was  the  company  of  thofe 
“  that  publifhed  it.”  Pf.  lxviii.  11.  It  was  the  exprefs  decla¬ 
ration  of  our  Saviour  himlelf,  “  This  gofpel  of  the  kingdom 
u  lhall  be  preached  in  all  the  world,  for  a  witnefs  unto  all  na- 
“  tions,  and  then  fhall  the  end  come.”  Mat.  xxiv.  14.  And 
St.  Paul  affirms,  that  the  gofpel  was  “  come  unto  all  the  world, 
(i  and  had  been  preached  to  every  creature  under  heaven. 
Col.  i.  6,  and  23.  The  prophet  therefore,  having  thus  fore¬ 
told  the  million  of  the  apoitles,  and  the  fu cc els  of  their  mjniftry, 
proceeds  in  the  next  place  to  deferibe  their  doctrine;”  lo  that 
what  follows  is  a  fine  encomium  upon  the  gofpel,  written  vvitn 
all  the  fimplicity  peculiar  to  the  facred  language,  and  in  a  drain 
far  furpaffing  the  utmoft  efforts  of  human  eloquence. 

7.  The  law,  or  dodlrine  of  the  Lord  is  perfect,  converting ,  01, 
restoring  the  foul ,  the  teji  imony  of  the  Lord  is  Jure ,  making  voije 
the  fimple . 

The  word  of  God  in  this  and  the  following  verfes,  has  fe- 
veral  rnoft  valuable  properties  afcribedto  it.  It  is  perfectly  well 
adapted  in  every  particular,  to  convert,”  to  reftore,  to 
bring  back  “  the  foul”  from  error  to  truth,  from  fin  to  righte- 
oufnefs,  from  ficknefs  to  health,  from  death  to  life  ;  as  it  con¬ 
vinces  of  fin,  it  holds  forth  a  Saviour,  it  is  a  means  of  grace, 
and  a  rule  of  conduct.  It  giveth  wifdom,  and  by  wifdom  lia¬ 
bility,  to  thofe  who  might  otherwife,  through  ignorance  and 
weaknefs,  be  eafily  deceived  and  led  affray ;  “  it  is  lure,”  cer¬ 
tain  and  infallible  in  its  directions  and  informations,  6i  making 
cc  wife  the  fimple 

8.  The  ftatutes  of  the  Lord  are  right ,  rejoicing  the  heart :  the 
commandment  of  the  Lord  is  pure ,  enlightening  the  eyes. 

To  thofe  who  ftudy  the  righteoufhels  of  God  therein  com¬ 
municated  to  man,  it  becometh  a  never  failing  lource  of  confo- 
lation  and  holy  joy  ;  the  confidence  of  the  reader  is  cleanled  by 
the  blood,  and  rectified  by  the  fpirit  of  Chrift  ;  and  luch  a  con- 
fcience  is  a  continual  feaft  ;  the  a  ftatutes  of  the  Lord  are 
“  right,  rejoicing  the  heart.”  The  divine  word  refembleth 
the  light  in  its  brightnefs  and  purity,  by  which  are  unveiled 
and  manifefted  to  the  eyes  of  the  underftanding,  the  wonder¬ 
ful  works  and  difpenfations  of  God,  the  ftate  of  man,  the  na¬ 
ture  of  fin,  the  way  of  falvation,  the  joys  of  heaven,  and  the 
pains  of  hell :  u  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  is  “  pure, 
tc  enlightening  the  eyes.” 

9.  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  clean ,  enduring  for  ever  ;  the  judg¬ 
ments  of  the  Lord  are  true  and  righteous  altogether . 

<(  The 
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“  The  fear  of  the  Lord,”  which  reftrains  from  tranfereffine 
that  law  by  which  it  is  bred  in  the  heart,  is  in  its  effecf  a  pre? 
lervative  of  mental  purity,  and  in  the  duration  both  of  its  efleft 
and  its  reward  eternal ;  it  “  endureth  forever.”  The  judgments 

°  j  £"e  T0RD  are”  not,  like  thofe  of  men,  oftentimes  wrong 
and  unjuit,  but  all  his  determinations  in  his  word  are  “  truth 
“  and  righteoufnefs  united”  in  perfection. 

10.  More  to  be  defired  are.  they  than  gold.,  yea,  than  much  fine 
gol(  .  fiveeter  alfo  than  honey ,  and  the  honey  comb. 

What  wonder  is  it,  that' this  converting,  inftrufting,  exhila- 
rating  enlightening,  eternal,  true,  and  righteous  word  ftould 
be  declared  preferable  to  the  riches  of  eaftern  kings,  and  Tweeter 
to  the  loul  of  the  pious  believer,  than  the  fweeteft  thing  we 
jrvuow  of  is  to  the  bodily  tatle  ?  How  ready  we  are  to  acknow- 
e  ge  all  tills !  Yet,  the  next  hour,  perhaps,  we  part  with  the 
true  riches  to  obtain  the  earthly  mammon,  and  barter  away  the 

!a°f  the  fpirit  f°r  the  grarificati™s  of  fen fe!  Lord,  give  us 
affections  towards  thy  word  in  foine  meafure  proportioned  to  its 
excellence  ;  for  we  can  never  love  too  much  what  we  can  ne¬ 
ver  admire  enough. 

11.  Moreover  by  them  Is  thy  fervant  earned;  and  in  keeping 
them  there  is  great  reward . 

I  he  Pialmiii  here  bears  his  own  teffimony  to  the  character 
above  given  of  the  divine  word  ;  as  if  he  had  faid,  The  feverai 
parts  of  this  perfect  law,  hereafter  to  be  publifhed  to  the  whole 
race  of  mankind,  have  been  all  along  my  great  inftruflors,  and 
tne  only  fource  of  all  the  knowledge  to  which  thy  fervant  hath 
attained  ;  and  I  am  fully  allured,  that  the  bleffed  fruit  of  them, 
w  nen  they  are  duly  obierved,  and  have  their  proper  effect,  is  ex¬ 
ceeding  glorious  even  eternal  life. 

12.  IV ho  can  underjiand  his  errors  P  Clean  fe  thou  me  from  fe - 

cret  faults.  J 

The  perfection  and  fpirituality  of  God’s  law  render  it  almofl: 
impoffible  fora  fallen  fon  of  Adam  even  to  know  all  the  innume¬ 
rable  indances  of  his  tranfgeffing  it.  Add  to  which  that  falfe  prin¬ 
ciples  and  inveterate  prejudices  make  us  regard  many  things  as 
innocent,  and  fomethings  as  laudable,  which  in  the  eye  of  heaven 
aie  far  otherwife.  Self  examination  is  a  duty  which  few  prac¬ 
tice  as  they  ought  to  do  :  and  he  who  practices  it  heft,  will  al¬ 
ways  have  realon  to  conclude  his  particular  confeffions  with  this 
general  petition,  “Cleanfe  thou  me  from  fecret  faults  !” 

yi  3  *  KeeP  buck  thy  fervant  alfo  from  prefumptuous  fins,  let  them 
not  have  dominion  over  me  :  then  Jhall  I  be  upright ,  and  1  Jhall  be 
innocent  from  the  great  tranfgreff  on. 

In  the  preceding  verfe,  David  had  implored  God’s  pardoning 
grace,  to  cleanie  him  from  the  fecret  fins  of  ignorance  and  infirmity : 
in  this  he  begs  his  retraining  grace,  to  keep  him  back  from  pre¬ 
fumptuous 
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fumptuous  fins,  or  fins  committed  knowingly,  deliberately,  and 
with  an  high  hand,  againft  the  convidtions  and  the  remonftrances 
of  confcience  :  he  prays  that  fuch  fins  might  not  “  have  dominion 
“  over  him,”  or  that  he  might  not  by  contracting  evil  habits,  be¬ 
come  the  flave  of  an  imperious  lull,  which  might  at  length  lead 
him  on  to  “the  great  tranfgreflion,”  to  rebellion,  and  final  apof- 
tacy  from  God;  for  he  who  would  be  innocent  from  the  “great 
tranfgreflion,”  muff  beware  of  indulging  himfelf  in  any. 

14  Let  the  words  of  my  mouth ,  and  the  meditation  of  my  heart 
he  acceptable  in  thy  fight ,  0  Lord,  my  Jlrengthy  and  my  redeemer . 

The  prophet,  having  before  folicited  the  j unification  of  his 
perfon  through  grace,  concludes  with  a  petition  for  the  acceptance 
of  all  his  offerings,  and  more  efpecially  of  thefe  his  meditations, 
at  the  hands  of  that  blefTed  One,  whom  he  addrefles  as  the  author 
of  all  good,  and  the  deliverer  from  all  evil ;  as  the  “ftrengh,” 
and  the  “  Redeemer  97  of  his  people.* 


PSALM  XX. 
ARGUMENT. 


1 — 4;  church  prayeth  for  the  profperity  of  King  Mefliah, 
going  forth  to  the  battle,  as  her  champion  and  deliverer  ; 
for  his  acceptance  by  the  Father,  and  for  the  accomplilhment 
of  his  will.  5,  6,  7.  She  declareth  her  full  affurance  of  faith, 
and  her  refolution  to  truft  in  him  alone,  and  not  in  the  arm 
of  flefh.  8.  She  forefeeth  the  fall  of  her  enemies,  and  her 
own  exaltation  ;  and  9.  concludeth  with  a  prayer  to  the  God 
of  her  ftrength . 


1.  The  Lord  hear  thee  in  the  day  of  trouble  ;  the  name  of  the 
God  of  Jacob  defend  thee . 

This  may  be  confidered  as  the  addrefs  of  a  people  to  their 
king,  when  he  goeth  forth  to  the  battle  againft  their  enemies. 
But  it  is  to  be  regarded,  in  a  more  general  and  ufeful  view  as 
the  addrefs  of  the  church  to  Chrilt  her  king,  in  “  the  day 
“  of  his  trouble.”  She  prayeth  for  the  happy  accomplilhment 
of  his :  warfare,  “  through  the  Name  of  the  God  of  Tacob,” 
dwelling  in  him.  And  this  warfare,  though  accomplifhed  in 
his  own  perfon,  ftill  remaineth  to  be  accomplifhed  in  his  peo¬ 
ple,  until  the  laft  enemy  fliall  be  deftroyed,  and  death  fliall  be 


on  til  fH  der^a  1  haV'  reC?'Vcd  Pleafure  from  perufing  the  comment 

heftand^T^i  J5CC'a115,  the  firft  Part  ofit>he  is  to  be  informed,  that 

or  THcl ^  account,  to  a  Difcourfe  entitled,  Christ  the  ucuf 

Watfon  f  ’  pub  li1led  'n  the  Vear  I7S°*  by  the  late  Reverend  Mr.  George 
ftndie  ••  *in°rt-mau^  ^ears  *be  ^ear  companion  and  kind  director  of  the  author’* 

whofeaSr“abi'  lnli  inftruaive  converfation,  he  has 

amono  thei  ft  r  '  dT  tnS?her’  and  n,a'1  “Iwayshave  reafonto  number  them 
”  f‘„,W  fPe"t  dafs  of  bis  life  ;  whofe  death  he  can  never  think  of,  with- 

this  opportunftv  mo”1 5  u"d  ‘t  Wh°ffc  memory  hc  embraces,  with  pleafure, 
*nis  opportunity  to  pay  the  tribute  of  a  grateful  heart. 


fwal  lowed 


68  A  C  O  M  MENTAS  Y  Fsal.  20. 

IV  all  owed  up  in  vidory.  It  is  Hill  “  the  day  of  trouble  Hill 
“the  name  of  the  God  of  Jacob/’  mud  “defend”  the  body  of 
Ohrid. 

2.  Send  thee  help  from  the  fanftuary ,  and ftrengthen  thee  out  of 
Sion. 

All  help  and  drength,  in  the  time  of  danger  and  forrow, 
mutt  be  obtained  by  prayer  from  the  heavenly  Sion  which  is  in 
the  Jerufalem  above,  and  from  the  eternal  temple  thereon  con- 
dr  acted.  By  this  “  help  and  drength/’  the  captain  of  our  fal- 
vation  conquered  ;  and  the  church,  with  all  her  fons,  mud  con¬ 
quer,  through  the  fame. 

1 .  Remember  all  thy  offerings  and  accept  thy  burnt  facrifice . 

As  Chrid,  in  the  days  of  his  delli,  offered  up,  not  only  pray¬ 
ers  and  tears,  but  at  length,  his  own  molt  precious  body  and  blood, 
the  church  here  prays,  that  the  great  propitiatory  facrifice  may 
be  had  in  everlading  remembrance  before  God,  and  the  merits 
of  it  be  continually  pleaded  in  arred  of  judgment,  and  accepted 
for  herfelf  and  her  children. 

4.  Grant  thee  according  to  thine  own  heart ,  and  fulfil  all  thy 
counfel. 

The  defire  of  Chrid’s  heart,  and  the  counfel  of  his  will  was, 
that  he  might  die  for  our  fins,  and  rife  again  for  our  judification  ; 
that  the  Golpel  might  be  preached,  the  Gentiles  called,  the  Jews 
converted,  the  dead  raifed,  and  the  elect  glorified.  That  this 
his  “  defire  might  be  granted/’  and  this  his  “counfel  be  fulfill- 
“  eel,”  the  church  of  old  prayed  ;  and  the  church  nowr  prayeth  for 
theaccomplifhment  of  that  whichyetremains  to  be  accomplifhed. 

5.  We  will  rejoice  in  thy  falvation ,  and  in  the  name  of  our  God 

we  will  fet  up  our  banners  ;  the  Lord  fulfil  ah  thy  petitions.  ^ 

The  joy  of  thechurch  is  in  the  falvation  of  Chrid  and  the 
joy  of  every  individual  is  in  the  application  of  that  ialvation  to 
himfelf,  and  all  around  him.  In  the  name  of  Jefus,  and  under 
the  banner  of  the  crofs,  the  armies  of  the  faithful  undertake  and 
carry  on  all  their  enterprizes  againd  the  world,  the  defh,  and  the 
devil .  The  profped  of  the  glorious  fruits  of  Chrid’s  vi&ory  cauf- 
ed  the  church  to  redouble  her  prayers,  that  he  might  be  heard 
in  his  “  petitions”  for  mankind,  and  might  fee  of  the  travail  of  his 

6.  Now  know  1,  that  the  Lord  faveth  his  anointed:  he  will 
hear  him  from  his  holy  heaven ,  with  the  faving  Jirength  of  his 
right  hand. 

The  affurance  of  the  ancient  church  was  built  on  the  prophe¬ 
cies  going  before  concerning  the  falvation  of  Meffiah.  Our  af¬ 
furance  is  drengthened  by  the  adual  performance  of  fo  great  a 
part  of  the  counfel  of  God.  We  know  that  the  Lord  has  ^a- 
“  ved  his  anointed  that  his  anointed  faveth  all,  who  be¬ 
lieve  and  obey  him,  from  their  fins ;  and  therefore,  we  on  t 

not, 
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not,  but  that,  by  cc  the  (Length  of  his  right  hand/'"  or  by  the 
excellency  of  his  power,  he  will  finally  lave  them  from  death, 
and  refcue  them  from  the  grave. 

O 

7 .  Some  truft  in  chariots ,  and fome  in  horfes  ;  hut  we  will  re¬ 
member  the  name  of  the  Lord  our  G$d. 

This,  fhould  be  the  refolution  of  every  Chriftian  king  and 
people,  in  the  day  of  battle.  And,  in  the  fpiritual  war,  in  which 
we  are  all  engaged,  the  firlt  and  necefiary  hep  to  victory  is,  to 
renounce  all  confidence  in  the  wifdorn  and  (Length  of  nature  and 
the  world ;  and  to  remember,  that  we  can  do  nothing,  but  in 
the  name,  by  the  merits,  through  the  power,  and  for  the  fake  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  our  Lord,  and  our  God. 

8.  They  are  brought  down  and  fallen,  hut  we  are  rifen  and fl  and 
upright . 

This  was  eminently  the  cafe,  when  the  pride  and  power  of 
Jewilh  infidelity  and  pagan  idolatry  fell  before  the  victorious fer- 
mons  and  lives  of  the  humble  believers  in  Jefus :  this  is  the  cafe 
in  every  conflidl  with  our  fpiritual  enemies,  when  we  engage  them 
in  the  name,  the  Spirit,  and  the  power  of  Chrift  :  and  this  will 
be  the  cafe  at  the  laft  day,  when  the  world,  with  the  prince  of 
it,  (hall  be  “  brought  down,  and  fall  ;  but  we,  rilen”  from  the 
dead,  through  the  refurredlion  of  our  Lord,  (hall  “  (land  upright” 
in  the  courts  of  heaven,  and  fing  the  praifes  of  him  who  getteth 
us  all  our  victories. 

9.  Save,  Lord,  let  the  king  hear  us,  when  we  call. 

Thus  the  Pfalm  concludes,  as  it  began,  with  a  general  “  Ho- 
a  fanna”  of  the  church,  praying  for  the  profperity  and  fuccefs 
of  the  then  future  Mefiiah,  and  for  her  own  falvation  in  him, 
her  king;  who  from  the  grave  and  gate  of  death,  was,  for  this 
end,  to  be  exalted  to  the  right  hand  of  the  majefty  in  the  hea¬ 
vens,  that  he  might  hear,  and  prefent  to  his  Father  the  prayers 
of  his  people, when  they  call  upon  him.” 

PSALM  XXL 

A  R  G  U  M  E  N  T. 

This  is  one  of  the  proper  Pfalms  which  the  church  hath  ap¬ 
pointed  to  be  ufed  on  Afcenfion-day,  and  wherein  1 — 6. 
(lie  celebrates  the  vidtory  of  her  Redeemer,  and  the  glory  con - 
fequent  thereupon ;  (lie  prophecies  7.  the  (lability  of  his  king¬ 
dom,  and  8 — 12.  the  deftrudtion  of  the  enemies  thereof ;  con¬ 
cluding  with  a  prayer  for  his  final  triumph  and  exaltation  ; 
the  celebration  of  which,  with  cverlafting  hallelujahs,  will  be 
her  employment  in  heaven. 

1.  The  king  fly  all  joy  in  thy  Jlrength ,  0  Lord,  and  in  thy  falva¬ 
tion  how  greatly  fly  all  he  rejoice  ! 

The  joy  of  Chrift  hinifelf,  after  his  vidlory,  is  in  the  (Length 

O  and 
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and  falvfttian  of  Jehovah,  man.ifefted  thereby.  Such  ought  to  be 
the  joy  of  his  dilciples,  when  God  bath  enabled  them  to  vanquifli 
their  enemies,  either  temporal  or  fpiritual;  in  which  latter  cafe, 
as  they  are  called  kings,  and  fait!  to  reign  with  Chrid ;  fo  they 
are  in  duty  bound  to  acknowledge,  that  they  reign  by  him  :  “  He 
<e  that  glorieth,”  whatever  the  occafion  be,  u  let  him  glory  in  the 
“  Lord.” 

2.  Thou  haft  given  him  hi  r  heart's  de fire,  and  haft  not  withhold 
den  the  requejl  of  his  lips. 

The  defire  of  Chrid’s  heart  was  his  own  refurre&ion  and  ex¬ 
altation,  for  the  benefit  of  his  church;  and  now  he  ever  liveth 
to  make  c*  requeit  with  his  lips,”  for  the  converfion  and  falvati- 
on  of  fmners.  Such  defires  will  he  granted,  and  inch  requefts 
will  never  be  withholden.  Let  us  he  careful  to  frame  ours,  af¬ 
ter  that  all  perfect  model  of  divine  love. 

3.  For  thou  prevent  eft  him  with  the  bleffings  of  goodnefs :  thou 
fettejl  a  crown  of  pure  gold  on  his  head. 

The  Soil  of  God  could  not  be  more  ready  to  afk  for  the  blef- 
fings  of  the  divine  goodnefs,  than  the  Father  was  to  give  them  : 
and  his  difpofition  is  the  fame  towards  all  his  adopted  Ions.  Chrid, 
as  king  and  pried,  weareth  a  crown  of  glory,  reprefented  by  the 
pured  and  mod  refplendent  of  metals,  gold.  He  is  pleafed  to 
edeem  his  faints,  excelling  in  different  virtues,  as  the  rubies,  the 
iapphires,  and  the  emeralds,  which  grace  and  adorn  that  crown. 
Who  would  not  be  ambitious  of  obtaining  a  place  therein  ! 

4.  He  afked  life  of  thee ,  and  thou gaveji  it  him ,  even  length  of 
days  for  ever  and  ever . 

Theiife,  afked  by  Chrid,  was,  not  a  continuance  in  this  valley 
of  tears,  but  that  new  and  eternal  life,  confequent  upon  a  re¬ 
fit  r  reft  ion  from  the  dead.  For  thus  his  petition  was  granted  in 
“  length  of  days  for  ever  and  ever.”  He  died  no  more  ;  death 
had  no  u  more  dominion  over  him.”  Whole  difciples  then  are 
they,  that  wifh  only  to  have  their  days  prolonged  upon  the  earth, 
forgetful  of  the  life,  which  is  hid  with  Chrid  in  God? 

5.  His  glory  H great  in  thy  ftahaiion,  honour  and  majefty  haft 
thou  laid  upon  him. 

What  tongue  can  exprefs  the  ee  glory,  honour,  and  majef- 
“  ty,”  with  which  the  King  of  righteoufnels  and  peace  was  inveft- 
ed,  upon  his  afcenfion  ;  when  lie  took  poffellion  of  the  throne 
prepared  for  him,  and  received  the  homage  of  heaven  and  earth? 
The  facred  imagery  in  St.  John’s  Revelation  lets  them  before 
our  eyes  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  no  one  can  read  the  delcription, 
whofe  heart  will  not  burn  within  him,  through  impatient  defire 
to  behold  them.  See  Rev.  cb.  iv.  vii.  xix.  xxi.  xxii. 

6.  For  thou  haft  made  him  mofi  bh-ffed ,  Heb.  fet  him  to  be  blejfngs  ft 
for  ever :  thou  haft  made  him  exceeding  glad  with  thy  countenance . 

*  **  Nam  pofuifti  eum  in  fecula  benedicendum.’*  Houbigant.  Compare 
Gen.  xii.  3.  Bithop  Lowth,  in  Merrick’s  Annotations* 

Chrid, 
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Chrift,  by  his  death  and  paflion,  having  removed  the  cur  fe,  be¬ 
came  the  fountain  of  all  bleilings  to  his  people,  in  time  and  etei- 
nity  ;  being  liimfelf  the  Blefling  promifed  to  Abraham,  and  the 
object  of  the  pntriarchial  benediclions.  I  he  joy  communicated 
to  the  humanity  of  our  Lord,  from  the  divine  natme,  ihall  be 
hied  abroad  on  all  his  faints,  when  admitted  to  view  the  “  coun- 
«  tenance  of  God ”  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift.  Then  they  ihall 

enter  into  “  the  joy  of  their  Lord.” 

7.  For  the  king  trufteth  in  the  Lord,  and  through  the  mercy  of 

the  mofi  High ,  he  J hall  not  he  moved. 

The  throne  of  Chrift,  as  man,  was  erected  and  eihbhfhed,  by 
his  truft  and  confidence  in  the  Father,  during  his  humiliation 
and  paflion.  Faith  in  God,  therefore,  is  the  way  that  leadeth  to 
honour  and  (lability.  “  Look  at  the  generations  of  old,  and  lee: 

“  did  ever  any  trull  in  the  Lord,  and  was  confounded  V7  EccieL 

ii.  10.  . 

8.  Thine  hand  (hall find  out  all  thine  enemies  ;  thy  right  hand 

J hall  find  out  thofie  that  hate  thee. 

The  fame  right  hand  of  Jehovah  is  glorious  in  power  to  fave 
his  people,  and  to  deilroy  his  enemies ;  to  convert  the  Gentiles, 
and  to  crufh  the  Jews  ;  to  exalt  the  faithful  to  heaven,  3iid  call 
down  the  unbelieving  to  hell  :  neither  is  there  any  trealon  a- 
gainil  the  King  ofheaven,  which  ihall  not  be  dragged  forth  into 
the  light,  made  manifeft,  judged,  and  condemned.  Let  thy  hand, 
O  Lord,  be  upon  our  litis,  to  deilroy  them  ;  but  upon  us,  to  fave 

us.  ^ 

p.  Thou  y halt  make  them  as  a  fiery  oven  in  the  time  ofi  thine  an¬ 
ger  :  the  Lord  /hall  fw  allow  them  up  in  his  wrath ,  and  the  fire 
fihall  devour  them. 

“  The  time  of  God’s  anger  ”  often  begins  in  this  life,  efpeci- 
ally  towards  the  clofe  of  it,  when  an  evil  confcience  within,  like 
flame  confined  in  an  “  oven,”  torments  the  (inner,  as  a  prelude 
to  punifhments  future  and  unknown,  which  the  “  wrath”  of  God 
is  preparing  to  inflict  on  the  incorrigible  and  impenitent.  Let  us 
fo  meditate  on  this  fad  fcene,  that  we  may  have  no  part  in  it. 

1©.  Their  fruit  Pi  alt  thou  dej troy  from  the  earth,  their  feed  from 
among  the  children  of  men . 

A  day  is  coming,  when  all  the  “  fruits”  of  fin,  brought  forth  by 
Tinners,  in  their  words,  their  writings,  and  their  actions,  Ihall  be 
«  deftroved  ;”  yea,  the  tree  itfelf,  which  had  produced  them, 
(hall  be  rooted  up,  and  call  into  the  fire.  I  he  “  leed”  and  pof- 
terity  of  the  wicked,  if  they  continue  in  the  way  of  their  fore¬ 
fathers,  will  bepunifhed  like  them.  Let  parents  confder,  that 
upon  their  principles  and  praclices  may  depend  the  falvation  or 
definition  of  multitudes  after  them.  The  cafe  of  the  Jews, 
daily  before  their  eyes,  fhould  make  them  tremble. 
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Fot' tty  intended  evil  again/}  thee  :  they  imagined  a  miP. 
imivous  device,  which  they  are  not  able  to  perform.  ° 

,  Yengeancecame  upon  the  Jews  to  the  uttermoft  becaufe  of 
tneir  intended  malice  again!!  Chrift.  They,  like  Jofeph’s  brethren 
^thought  evil  again  ft  him;”  but  “they  were  not  able  to  per' 

;  for  God  meant  «  unto  g°od,  to  bring  to  pafs,  as  it  is 
this  day,  to  lave  much  people  alive.”  Gen,  i.  20.  £0  let  all 

the  deligns  of  ungodly  men  againft  thy  church,  O  Lord,  through 

toy  pow  er  of  bringing  good  out  of  evil,  turn  to  her  advantage  ; 

ana  let  a, I  men  be  convinced,  that  no  weapon  formed  againft  thee 
canprorper. 

12  Therefore  /halt  thou  make  them  turn  their  hack,  or,  thou 
j  ran  jet  teem  as  a  butt,  when  thou  J, halt  make  ready  thine  arrows 
upon  thy  Jr  rings  j  again  / 1  the  face  of  them. 

Lite  judgments  of  God  are  called  his  “  arrows,”  being  fharp, 
iWiu,  lure,  and  deadly.  What  a  dreadful  fttuation,  to  be  let 
as  a  mark,  and  “  butt,”  at  which  thefe  arrows  are  directed  !  View 
Jeinlalem  encompafled  by  the  Roman  armies  without,  and  torn 
to  pieces  by  the  animofity  ofdefperate  and  bloody  fadlions  with- 
;;'j‘  1  sotaJrcher  commentary  is  requifite  upon  this  verfe.  “  Trem- 
.  b  e>  and  repent,”  is  the  inference  to  be  drawrrby  every  Chrif- 
nan  community  under  heaven,  in  which  appears  the  fymptoms 
of  degeneracy  and  apoftafy.  3  v 

18.  Be  thou  exalted,  Lord,  in  thine  own  flrenvth  ;  fo  will  we 
jing ,  and praife  thy  power . 

1  he  church  concludes  with  a  joyful  acclamation  to  her  Re- 
ceerner,  wjfhmg  for  Ins  “exaltation  in  his  owm  ftreno-th,”  as 

WaS  ro.be  abafed  in  mucl1  weaknefs,  as  man.  We 
P  ‘  continue  to  wilh  and  pray  for  his  exaltation  over  fin,  in  the  ' 
hearts  of  his  people  by  grace,  and  finally  over  death,  in  their 
bodies,  by  his  glorious  power  at  the  refurreflion.  The  triumph 
over  fin  we  fing  in  Plalms,  and  hymns,  and  fpiritual  fongs,  up- 
on  earth;  that  over  death  we  fliall  praife  with  everlafting  hal- 
Jelujahs,  in  heaven.  ° 

-  \  - 

Iv  DAY.  EVENING  PRAYER. 

P  S  A  L  M  XXII. 

ARGUMENT. 

rhis  Pfalm,  which  the  church  hath  appointed  to  be  ufed  on 
Good  fnday,  as  our  Lord  uttered  the  firft  verle  of  it,  when 
hanging  on  the  crofs,  confifteth  of  two  parts.  The  former, 
treateth  of  the  paflion  ;  the  latter,  22— 31.  celebrateth 
the  remrreaionof  Jelbs,  with  its  effefts,  1-2.  He  complaineth 
of  being  forlaken  ;  3 — 6.  acknowledge th  the  holinefsof  the 
^ather,  and  pleadeth  the  former  deliverances  of  the  church  ; 

0  edCi^beth  hishumiliatioa,  with  the  taunts  and  reproach- 
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es  of  the  jews;  9 — 11.  exprefleth  his  faith,  and  prayeth  for 
help;  12  — 18.  particularizeth  his  fufFerings  ;  19 — 21.  repeat- 
eth  b  is  fnpplications;  22 — 25.  declarCth  his  refolution  to 
praile  the  Father  for  his  deliverance,  and  exhorteth  his 
church  to  do  the  fame  ;  26 — 31.  prophefieth  the  conyerfion 
of  the  Gentile  world  to  the  f  aith  and  worlhip  of  the  true 
God. 

1  My  God,  my  God ,  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me  P  Why  art  thou 
fo  far  from  helping  me,  and  from  the  words  of  my  roaring  P 
Ghritt,  the  beloved  Son  of  the  Father,  when  hanging  on  the 
crofs,  complained  in  thefe  words,  that  lie  was  deprived,  for  a 
time,  of  the  divine  prefence  and  comforting  influence,  while  he 
fuffered  for  our  fins.  If  the  matter  thus  underwent  the  trial  of 
a  fpi ritual  defertion,  why  doth  the  dilciple  think  it  ttrange,  un- 
lefs  the  light  of  heaven  ttiine  continually  upon  his  tabernacle? 
Let  us  comfort  ourfelves,  in  fuch  circumttances,  with  the  thought, 
that  we  are  thereby  conformed  to  the  image  of  our  dying  Lord, 
that  fun,  which  fet  in  a  cloud,  to  arife  without  one. 

2.0  my  God,  1  cry  in  the  day  time ,  but  thm  hear  eft  not ;  and 
in  the  night  feafon,  and  am  not  Jilent . 

Even  our  Lord  himfelf,  as  man,  prayed, u  that  if  it  werepof- 
“fible,  the  cup  might  pafs  from  him  ft  but  God  had  ordained 
otherwife,  for  his  own  glory,  and  for  man’s  falvation.  ei  Day 
U  a°d  night/*  in  profperity  and  adverfity  living  and  dying,  let 
us  not  be  “lilent/*  but  cry  for  deliverance  ;  always  remember¬ 
ing  to  add,  as  Chritt  did,  “  Neverthelefs,  not  my  will,  but  thine 
be  done.**  Nor  let  any  man  be  impatient  for  the  return  of  his 
prayers,  fince  every  petition  preferred  even  by  the  Son  of  God 
himfelf  was  not  granted. 

3.  But  thou  art  holy ,  0  thou  that  inhabit  eft  the  praifes  of  Jfrael* . 
Whatever  befalleth  the  members  of  the  church,  the  head  there¬ 
of  here  teacheth  them  to  confefs  thejuftice  and  holinels  of  God, 
in  all  his  proceedings ;  and  to  acknowledge,  that  whether  he  ex- 

alteth,  or  humbleth  his  people,  he  is  to  be  praifed  and  glorified 
by  them. 

4-  Our  fathers  trufted  in  thee;  they  trufted,  and  thou  didft  de¬ 
liver  them .  y 

“  in  God  is  the  way  to  “  deliverance  /*  and  the  for¬ 

mer  inttances  of  the  divine  favour  are  fo  many  arguments  why 

Ts  °Ut  k°Pe  f°r  the  fame  ;  but  it  may  not  always  be  vouch - 
a  e  ,  w  en  we  expe<tt  it.  The  patriarchs  and  Ifraelites  of  old 
were  often  faved  from  their  enemies  :  the  holy  Jefus  is  left  to 
angui  and  expire  under  the  malice  of  his.  God  knows  what 
is  pro^r  or  him  to  do,  and  for  us  to  fuffer ;  we  know  neither. 

«,  -*?r’  peuhap*’  *?  Blfll0P  Lowth  render»  ‘t.  “  That  thou  inhabited  VtCfii’’ 
« iTthcLlms,1/ / .ti0nS' the  Slwyof  lfrael/'  See  Merrick’s  Annotation* 

This 
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This  confideration  is  an  anchor  for  the  afUi&ed  foul,  fure  and 

dedfad.  [ttogyid)  srh  rnoiT 

5.  They  cried  unto  thee ,  and  were  delivered ;  they  trufied in 

thee ,  and  were  not  confounded .  V  4 

No  argument  is  of  more  force  with  God,  than  that  which  is 
founded  upon  an  appeal  to  his  darling  attribute  of  mercy,  and  to 
the  manifefiations  of  it  formerly  made  fo  perfons  in  didrefs ;  for 
which  reafon  it  is  here  repeated,  and  dwelt  upon.  They  who 
would  obtain  grace  to  help,  in  time  of  need,  mull:  “  cry,”  as 
well  as  “  trud.”  The  “  prayer  of  faith”  is  mighty  with  God, 
and  (if  we  may  ufe  the  exprehion)  overcorneth  the  Omnipotent. 

6.  But  1  am  a  worm,  and  no  man  :  a  reproach  of  men,  and 
defpifed  by  the  people . 

lie  who  fpareth  all  other  men,  fpared  not  his  own  Son  ;  he 
fpared  not  him,  that  he  might  fpare  them.  The  Redeemer  of 
the  world  fcrupleth  not  to  compare  hi  mi  elf,  in  his  itate  of  hu¬ 
miliation,  to  the  lowed:  reptile  which  his  own  hand  formed,  a 
“  worm,”  humble,  filent,  innocent,  overlooked,  opprefifed,  and 
trodden  under  foot.  Let  the  fight  of  this  reptile  teach  us  hu¬ 
mility. 

7.  8.  All  they  that  fee  me,  laugh  me  to  fcorn  :  they  /hoot  out  the 
lip,  they  fyake  the  head ,  faying,  He  trufied  on  the  Lord,  that  he 
would  deliver  him  :  let  him  deliver  him,  feeing  be  delighted  in  him. 

This  was  literally  fulfilled,  when  Meliiah  hung  upon  the 
crofs,  and  the  prieds  and  elders  ufed  the  very  words  that  had 
been  put  into  their  mouths,  by  the  Spirit  of  prophecy,  fo  long 
before.  Matt,  xxvii.  41 — 43.  “  The  chief  prieds  mocking 

“  him,  with  the  feribes  and  elders,  faid.  He  truded  in  God  ; 
<(  let  him  deliver  him  now,  if  he  will  have  him,”  O  the  wifi* 
dom  and  foreknowledge  of  God !  The  infatuation  and  blind- 
nefs  of  man  !  The  fame  are  too  often  the  fentiments  of  thofe, 
who  live  in  times,  when  the  church  and  her  righteous  caufe> 
with  their  advocates,  are  unuer  the  cloud  of  periecution,  and 
feein  to  fink  beneath  the  difpleafure  of  the  powers  of  the  w  orld. 
But  fuch  do  not  believe,  or  do  not  confider,  that,  in  the  Chrif- 
tian  oeconomy,  death  is  followed  by  a  refurre<dion,  when  it  will 
appear,  that  God  forfaketh  not  them  that  are  his,  but  they  are 
prefer ved  for  ever. 

9,  10.  But  thou  art  he  that  look  me  out  of  the  womb  ;  thou  didft 
make  me  hope,  w;hen  I  was  upon  my  mother's  breafts.  J  was  cajl 
upon  thee  from  the  womb  .*  thou  art  my  God  from  my  ?nothery  s  belly . 

This  was  eminently  the  cafe  of  Chrid,  who  was  the  Son  of 
God  in  a  fenfe,  in  which  no  other  man  ever  .was.  But  in  him 
we  are  all  children  of  God  by  adoption  :  w7e  are  all  in  the 
hands  of  a  gracious  providence  from  the  womb  ;  and  into  tLofe 
hands  mud  we  commend  ourfielves,  when  about  to  depart  hence. 
To  w'hom  elfe,  then,  fhould  we  have  recourfe,  ror  fuppoit  and 
confolation,  in  the  day  of  calamity  and  forrow  ?  11,  Be 
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1.  Be  not  far  from  me,  for  trouble  is  near  ;  for  there  is  none 


to  helps  k  '  t  '  ■ 

From  the  foregoing  confiderations,  namely,  fioin  the  hoi  1- 

nefs  of  God,  ver.  3.  from  the  faivation  vouebfafed  to  thepeo- 
pie  of  old  time,  ver.  4,  5.  from  the  low  eftate  to  which  Melliah 
was  reduced,  ver.  6,  7,  8.  and  from  the  watchful  care  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther  over  him,  fiuce  his  miraculous  birth  ;  ver.  9,  10.  from  all  thefe 
considerations,  he  enforceth  his  petition  for  help,  during  his  un¬ 
paralleled  bufferings,  when  “  all  forfook  him,  and  fled.”  Let  us 
treafure  up  thefe  things  in  our  hearts,  again#  the  hour  when 
ft  trouble  {hall  be  near,  and  there  {hall  be  none  to  help  when  aLl 
{hall  for  fake  us,  but  God,  our  confciences,  and  our  prayers. 

12,  13.  Many  bulls  have  compared  me  :  flrong  bulls  of  Bafjan 
have  befet  me  round .  They  gaped  upon  me  with  their  mouths ,  as 
a  ravening  and  a  roaring  lion . 

From  the  nth  verfe  to  the  19th  the  bufferings  of  the  holy 
Jefus  are  deferibed,  in  terms  partly  figurative,  and  partly  literal. 
A  lamb,  in  the  midii  of  wild  «  bulls  and  lions”  is  a  very  lively  re- 
prefentation  of  his  meeknefs  and  innocence,  and  of  the  npile  and 
fury  of  his  implacable  enemies.  ec  Bafhan”  was  a  fertile  country. 
Numb,  xxxii.  4.  and  the  cattle  there  fed,  were  fat  and  “ftrong.” 
Deut.  xxxii.  14.  Like  them,  the  Jews,  in  that  good  land, 
Ci  waxed  fat  and  kicked, ”  grew  proud  and  rebelled  ;  <e  forfook 
<e  God  that  made  them,  and  lightly  effeemed  the  rock  of  their 
“  falvation.”  Let  both  communities  and  individuals,  when  blef- 
fed  with  peace,  plenty,  and  profperity  in  the  world,  take  fome- 
times  into  consideration  this  flagrant  inftance  of  their  being  abu- 
fed  ;  with  the  final  confequence  of  fuch  abufe. 

14,  15.  1  am  poured  out  like  water,  and  all  my  bones  are  out  of 
joint,  or  funder ed ;  my  heart  is  like  wax,  it  is  melted  in  the  midjl 
of  my  bowels .  My  firengtk  is  dried  up  like  a  potjherd ,  and  my 
tongue  cleaveth  to  my  jaws  ;  and  thou  baft  brought  me  into  the  dujl  of 
death . 

For  our  fakes,  Chrift  yielded  himfelf,  likea  water,”  without 
refiftance,  to  the  violence  of  his  enemies  ;  buffering  his“  bones,” 
in  which  cofifteth  the  ftrength  of  the  frame,  to  be  diftended  and 
diflocated  upon  the  crofs  ;  while,  by  reafon  of  the  fire  from  above 
to  the  burning  heat  of  which  this  pafchal  Lamb  was  expofed, 
his  heart  diffblved  and  melted  away.  The  intenfenefs  of  his 
paflidfti,  drying  up  all  the  fluids,  brought  on  a  third,  tormenting 
beyond  exprelfion  ;  and,  at  lalt,  laid  him  low  in  the  grave.  Ne¬ 
ver,  bleffed  Lord,  was  love  like  unto  thy  love  !  Never  was  for- 
row  like  unto  thy  forrow  !  Thy  fpoufe  and  body  myflical,  the 
church,  is  often,  in  a  degree,  conformed  unto  thee ;  and  as  thou 
wert,  fo  is  flie  in  this  world. 


fell: 

H . 


16.  For  dogs  have  compajfed  me,  the  affembly  of  the  wicked 
have  inchfed  me  ;  they  Pierced  my  hands  and  my  feet. 

'  t  j-b  tnodv/  S 

b  vih  in  ^nonfiloiaoi 
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in  the  midil  of  balls  and  lions,  here  fetteth  himfelf  forth  again 
under  the  image  of  a  hart,  or  hind,  rou fed  early  in  the  morning 
of  his  mortal  life,  hunted  and  chafed  all  the  day,  and  in  the 
evening  pulled  down  to  the  ground,  by  thofe  who  “  compared77 
and  “  inclofed’7  him,  thirfting  and  clamouring  for  his  blood, 
crying,  “  Away  with  him,  away  with  him,  crucify  him,  crucify 
“  him.77  And  the  next  ftep  was,  the  “  piercing  his  hands  and 
“  his  feet,77  by  nailing  them  to  the  crofs.  How  often,  O  thou 
preferver  of  men,  in  thy  church,  thy  minifters,  and  thy  word, 
art  thou  thus  compaffed,  and  thus  pierced  ? 

17.  I  may  tell  all  my  bones  :  they  look  and  flare  upon  me. 

Thefkin  and  flelh  were  diflended,  by  the  pofture  of  the  body 

on  the  crofs,  that  the  bones,  as  through  a  thin  veil,  became  vifi- 
ble,  and  might  be  counted;*  and  the  holy  Jefus,  forfaken  and 
ftript,  naked  and  bleeding,  was  a  fpeHacle  to  heaven  and  earth. 
Look  unto  him,  and  be  ye  faved,  all  ye  ends  of  the  world  ! 

1 8.  They  part  my  garments  a?nong  them ,  and  cajt  lots  upon  my 
ve/lure. 

u  Thefoldiers,  when  they  had  crucified  jesus,  took  his  gar- 
<c  ment,  and  made  four  parts,  to  every  foldier  a  part,  andalfohis 
“  coat ;  now  the  coat  was  without  feam,  woven  from  the  top 
<c  throughout.  They  faid  therefore  among  themfelves,  let  us 
<c  not  rend  it,  but  caft  lots  for  it,  whofe  it  fhall  be  :  that  the  Scrip- 
<c  ture  might  be  fulfilled,  which  faith — They  parted  my  garment 
“  among  them,  and  for  my  vefture  they  call  lots.77  John  xix.  23, 


19.  Bui  be  thou  not  far  from  me>  0  Lord  ;  0  my  flrengtb , 


The  circumftances  of  the  pafiion  being  thus  related,  Chrifi:  re¬ 
fumes  the  prayer,  with  which  the  Pfalm  begins,  and  which  is  re¬ 
peated  ver.  10,  11.  The  ad verfary  had  emptied  his  quiver,  and 
fpent  all  the  venom  of  his  malice  ;  Mefiiah  therefore  prayeth  for 
a  manifeftation  of  the  power  and  favour  of  heaven  on  his  fide  in  a 
joyful  and  glorious  refurreHion.  And  to  a  refurreHion  from  the 
dead  every  man  will  find  it  neceflary  to  look  forward,  for  com¬ 
fort. 

20,  21.  Deliver  my  foul  from  the  fword:  my  darling]'  from  the 
power  of  the  dog.  Save  me  from  the  lion’s  mouth  :  for  thou  hajf 
heard  me ,  or,  and  hear  thou  me  from  the  horns  of  the  unicorn. 

*  cc  Qui  macilenti  habent  ofla  prominentia,  ut  facile  omnia  poflint 

st  ta«5lu  fecerni  et  numerari.  David,  quatenus  hasc  ei  conveniunt,  dicere  hoc 
“  potuit  de  fe  fuga  et  moleftiis  emaciato.  Sed  Chriftus  aptius  ita  loqui  poterat, 
«c  quod  magis  emaciatus  effet,  et  corpore  nudo  atque  in  cruce  diftento,  magis 
ct  adpareren':  offa.,;  Le  Clerc,  cited  by  Billiop  Lowth,in  Merrick's  Annota¬ 
tions. 

+  Heb  *>nrrrp  my  united  one.  “  May  it  relate  to  any  thing  more  than 
“  The  human  nature  united  with  the  Divinity  in  the  perfenof  Chrift? 

Bilhop  Lowth,  in  Merrick’s  Annotations. 
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The  wrath  of  God  was  the  “  fword,”  which  took  vengeance 
on  all  men,  in  their  reprefentative  ;  it  was  the  “  flaming  1  word, 
which  kept  man  out  of  paradif  e  ;  the  fword,  to  which  it  was  (aid, 
at  the  time  of  the  paflion — “  Awake,  O  fword,  again  ft  my  Ihep- 
“  herd,  and  againft  the  man  that  is  my  fellow,  faith  the  Lord 
“  of hofts  :  finite  the  fhepherd,  and  the  fheep  (hall  be  fcattered.” 
Zech.  xiii.  7.Matt.xxvi.  31.  The  ravening  fury  of  the  “dog,’ 
the  “lion,”  and  the  “  unicorn,”  or  “oryx,”  a  fierce  and  un- 
tameable  creature  of  the  flag  kind,  is  made  ufe  of  to  delcribe  the 
rage  of  the  devil  and  his  inftruments,  whether  fpiritual  or  cor¬ 
poreal.  From  all  thefe  Chrift  fupplicates  the  Father  for  delive¬ 
rance.  How  great  need  have  we  to  luppiicate  for  the  fame, 

through  him!  t  .  a  , 

22.  1  will  declare  thy  name  unto  my  brethren  j  in  the  midjt  of 

the  congregation  will  I  praife  thee . 

The  former  part  of  the  Pfalm  we  have  feen  to  be  prophetical 
of  the  paflion.  The  (train  now  changesto  an  epinikion,  or  hymn 
of  triumph,  in  the  mouth  of  the  Redeemer,  celebrating  his  victo¬ 
ry,  and  its  happy  confequences.  This  verfe  is  cited  by  the  A 
poflle,  Heb.  ii.  1  r.  “  Both  he  that  fan&ified  and  they  who  are 
“  fan£tified  are  all  of  one  :  for  which  caufe  He  is  not  afhamed  to 
“  call  them  brethren,  faying,  I  will  declare  thy  name  unto  my 
“  brethren,  &c.”  And  accordingly,  when  the  deliverance,  fo 
long  wiihed,  and  fo  earneftly  prayed  for,  was  accomplifhed  by 
the  refurre&ion  of  Jefus  from  the  dead, he  “declared  the  name 
“of God,”  by  hisApofties,  to  all  his  “  brethren;”  and  caufed 
the  church  to  refound  with  inceifant  prailes  and  hallelujahs ;  all 
which  are  here  reprefented  as  proceeding  from  the  body,  by  and 
through  him  who  is  the  head  of  that  body. 

23.  #  Ye  that  fear  the  Lord,  praife  him;  all  the  feed  of 
Jacob  glorify  him  :  and  fear  him  all  ye  feed  of  ljrael. 

If  Chrift  arofe  from  the  dead,  to  declare  lalvation  to  his  bre¬ 
thren,  and  to  glorify  God  for  the  fame,  how  diligent  ought  we 
to  be  in  doing  the  former;  how  delighted,  in  the  performance 
of  the  latter  !  MeflTiahfirft  addrefieth  himfelf  to  his  ancient  peo¬ 
ple,  “  the  feed  of  Jacob,”  to  whom  the  Gofpel  was  firft  preached. 
How  long,  O  Lord,  holy  and  true,  lhall  thy  once  highly  favour¬ 
ed  nation  continue  deaf  to  this  gracious  call  of  thine  ;  “  All  ye 
“feed  of  Jacob  glorify  him;  and  fear  him  all  ye  feed  of  If- 
“  rael.” 

24.  For  he  hath  not  defpifed  nor  abhorred  the  affiidiion  of  the  4 
fliFled :  neither  hath  he  hid  his  face  from  him?  but  when  he  cried 
unto  him ,  he  heard . 

*  Biftiop  Lowth  is  of  opinion,  that  this  verfe  and  the  following  are  the 
“  fong”  of  praife,  which,  in  the  verfe  preceding,  the  fpeaker  fays,  he  will  ut¬ 
ter  “  in  the  congregation/'  The  introduction  of  it,  as  his  Lordfhip  juftly  ob- 
ferves,  give  a  variety  to  the  whole,  and  is  highly  poetical.  Merrick's  Anno¬ 
tations, 

P  >  The 


;3  A  COMMENTARY  Psal.  22. 

The  great  fubjedls  of  praife  and  thankfgiving,  in  the  church, 
are  the  bufferings  of  the  lowly  and  affli&ed  Jefus,  and  the  accep¬ 
tance  of  thole  bufferings  by  the  Father,  as  a  propitiation  for  the 
fins  of  the  world  ;  which  acceptance  was  tefiified  by  raifmghim 
from  the  dead  ;  inafmuch  as  the  difcharge  of  the  lhrety  pro¬ 
ved  the  payment  of  the  debt.  The  poor  and  afflided  biethren 
ofChrift  may  take  comfort  from  this  verfe  ;  for  if  they  fuffer  in 
his  fpirit,  they  will  beraifed  in  his  glory. 

25.  My  praife  [hall  be  of  thee  in  the  great  congregation  :  I  will 
pay  my  vows  before  them  that  fear  him . 

The  vow  of  Chrift,  was,  to  build  and  confecrate  to  Jehovah 
a  fpi ritual  temple,  in  which  the  fpiritual  lacrifices  of  prayer  and 
praife  fhould  be  continually  offered.  This  vow'  he  performed, 
after  his  refurredion,  by  the  hands  of  hisApoffles,  and- -{fill  con- 
tinueth  to  perform,  by  thofe  of  his  miniflers,  carrying  on  the 
work  of  edification  in  “  the  great  congregation”  of  the  Gentile 
Chriltian  Church.  The  vows  of  Chrift  cannot  fail  of  being 
performed.  Happy  are  they,  whom  he  vouchfafeth  to  ufe,  as 
his  inflrumeuts,  in  che  performance  of  them. 

2  6.  The  meek  fhall  eat  and  be  fat  is  fed :  they  Jhall  praife  the 
Lord  that  feek  him;  your  heart  JJjall  live  for  ever . 

A  fpiritual  banquet  is  prepared  in  the  church  for  the  meek  and 
lowly  of  heart;  the  bread  of  life  and  the  wine  of  falvation 
are  let  forth  in  the  word  and  facraments;  and  they,  that  hunger 
and  third  after  rio-hteoufnefs,  fhall  be  “fatisfied”  therewith: 
they,  u  who  feek  ”  the  Lord  Jefus  in  his  ordinances,  ever  find 
reafon  to  “  praife  him ;”  while,  nourifhedby  thefe  noble  and  hea¬ 
venly  viands,  they  live  the  life,  and  work  the  works  of  grace, 
proceeding  Hill  forward  to  glory  ;  when  their  “  heart  fhall  live 
u  for  ever,”  in  heaven. 

27.  All  the  ends  of  the  world  fhall  remember ,  and  turn  unto  the 
Lo?vD;  and  all  the  kindreds  of  the  nations  Jhall  worfhip  before 

thee,  '  v 

The  great  truths  of  man’s  creation  and  fall,  with  the  promife 
of  a  Redeemer  to  come,  were  “forgotten”  by  the  nations,  af¬ 
ter  their  apoftafy  from  the  true  God,  and  the  one  true  religi¬ 
on  ;  but  were,  as  we  may  fay,  recalled  to  their  “  remembrance  ” 
by  the  fermons  of  the  Apoftles,  and  the  writings  01  Moles  and 
the  Prophets,  tranfiated,  and  fpread  among  them.  P>y  thefe 
they  were  converted  to  the  •faith,  and  now  compoie  the  holy 
church  univerfal  throughout  the  world  ;  being  the  glorious  proofs 
and  fruits  of  the  refurredion  of  Jefus  from  the  dead. 

28.  For  the  kingdom  is  the  Lord’s;  and  he  is  the  governor 
among  the  nations . 

There  is  good  reafon  why  the  nations  fhould  worfhip  Chrift, 
and  throw  away  their  idols ;  fince  in  his  hands,  not  in  theirs,  is 

the  government  of  the  world.  Upon  his  afeention  he  was  crown- 
/  ~  ed 
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ed  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords;  he  ruleth  in  the  church  by 
his  Spirit ;  and  blefled  are  the  hearts,  that  are  his  willing  fub- 
je£b,  in  the  day  of  his  power. 

29  All  they  that  be  fat  upon  the  earth  /hall  cat  and  worfnip  : 
all  they  that  go  down  to  the  dufl /ball  bow  before  him ,  and  none  can 
keep  alive  his  own  foul. 

Itwasfaid  above,  ver.  26.  “the  meek,”  the  poor,  and  lowly, 
“(hall  eat  and  be  fatisfied.”  it  is  here  foretold,  that  the  “fat 
“  ones  of  the  earth,”  the  great,  the  opulent,  the  flourifhing,  the 
nobles  and  princes  of  the  world  fhould  be  called  in  to  partake  of 
the  feaft,  and  to  “  worfhip”  God.  Rich,  as  well  as  poor,  are 
invited  ;  #  and  the  hour  is  coming,  when  all  the  race  of  Adam, 
as  many  as  deep  in  the  “  daft  ”  of  the  earth,  unable  to  raife  t  hem- 
felves  from  thence,  quickened  and  called  forth  by  the  voice  of 
the  Son  of  man,  muft  “  bow  ”  the  knee  to  king  Meftiah. 

30.  A  feed  fhall  ferve  him  ;  it  /hall  be  accounted  to  the  Lord 
for  a  generation. 

The  Apoftle  informeth  us,  Rom.  ix.  o.  that  “the  children  of 
“the  prornife  were  counted  for  the  feed  that  is,  the  converts 
to  be  made,  among  the  nations,  by  the  preaching  of  theGolpel, 
according  to  the  prornife  to  Abraham  ;  thefe  were  to  conftitute 
the  church  and  family  of  Chrift,  the  “  generation”  of  the  faith¬ 
ful ;  thefe  were  to  take  the  place,  and  enjoy  the  privileges  of  the 
Jews,  cut  off  becaufe  of  their  unbelief.  Lord,  enable  us  to  ferve 
thee  all  our  lives  with  a  fervice  acceptable  to  thee  in  Chrift  Jefus; 
that  at  the  refurre&ion  of  the  juft,  we  may  be  numbered  in  the 
generation  of  thy  children. 

3  r .  They  foall  come ,  and  fjall  declare  his  right eoufnefs  unto  a 
people  that  foall  he  born ,  that  he  hath  done  this. 

The  proinifed  and  expedled  race  fhall  fpring  forth  at  the 
time  appointed,  and  proclaim  the  “  righteoulhefs,”  which  is  of 
God  by  faith,  to  ages  and  generations  yet  unborn ;  who,  hear¬ 
ing  of  that  great  work,  which  the  Lord  fhall  have  wrought,  for 
the  falvation  of  men,  will  thereby  be  led  to  glorify  him  in  the 
church,  for  the  fame,  to  the  end  of  time. 

Rife,  crown’d  with  light,  imperial  Salem  rife  ! 

Exalt  thy  tow’ring  head,  and  lift  thy  eyes! 

*  They  are  “  invited,”  but  they  do  not  fooften  accept  the  invitation.  And 
it  muft  be  owned,  that  \31£H  are  generally  mentioned  in  an  unfavourable 
fenfe.  Bifhop  Lowth  is  therefore  rather  inclined  to  conftrue  the  words,  as 
Mr.  Fenwick  does  ;  all  who  are  “  fattened,”  that  is,  “  fed”  and“  fuftainedby 
“the  earth.”  The  expreflion  then  intimates  the  univerfality  of  the  Gofpel, 
which,  the  Apoftle  fays,  “  was  preached  to  every  creature;”  a  phrafe  of  li- 
milar  import.  All  who  would  partake  the  benefits  of  Chrift’s  paffion,  muft 
worfhip  him  as  a  Saviour,  before  they  are  called  upon,  to  adore  him  as  a  Judge. 
The  Biftiop  thinks,  likewife,  that  the  29th  verfe  fhould  end  with  the  words 
44  how  before  him;”  that  the  next  words,  in  the  original,  fhould  be  read,  as  al- 
moft  all  the  ancient  verfionsfeem  to  have  read  them,  ["PH  and  render¬ 

ed — “  But  my  foul  fhall  live  “ — My  feed  fhall  ferve  him  ;&c.” 


See 
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See  a  long  race  thy  fpacious  courts  adorn  ; 

See  future  Tons,  and  daughters  yet  unborn, 

In  crowding  ranks,  on  ev’ry  fide  arife, 

Demanding  life,  impatient  for  the  Ikies ! 

See  barb’rous  nations  at  thy  gates  attend, 

Walk  in  thy  light,  and  in  thy  temple  bend. 

Messiah, 

PSALM  XXill. 

a 

ARGUMENT. 

» 

InthisPfalm,  the  “  /beep  of  GocPs  paflure”  addrefs  theinfelves 
to  their  great  and  good  shepherd,  declaring,  1.  their  ac- 
quiefcence  and  confidence  in  him  :  2.  his  diligence  in  feed¬ 
ing  them  with  the  food  of  eternal  life  ;  3.  his  watchful  care  in 
bringing  them  back  from  the  ways  of  error,  and  conducting 
them  in  the  path  of  truth  :  4.  his  power  in  laving  them 
from  death  ;  5.  his  loving kindnefs  in  vouch fafing  bisipirimal 
comforts,  during  their  pilgrimage  in  an  enemy’s  country  : 
and  6.  they  exprefs  their  hope  and  truft,  that  a  continuation 
of  that  loving-kindnefs  will  enable  them  to  pafs,  through 
the  vanities  and  vexations  of  time,  to  the  blisful  glories  of 
eternity. 

1.  The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd,  I (h all  not  'want. 

In  thefe  words,  which  one  cannot  utter,  without  feeling  the 
hnppinefs  they  w7ere  intended  to  deferibe,  the  believer  is  taught 
to  exprefs  his  abfolute  scquiefcence  and  complacency  in  the 
guardian  care  of  the  great  Pafior  of  the  univerfe  ;  the  Re¬ 
deemer,  and  Preferver  of  men.  With  joy  he  reflects,  that  he 
has  a  iC  Shepherd  ;  and  that  that  Shepherd  is  Jehovah;  one 
poflefTed  of  all  the  qualities  requifite  to  conftitute  the  paftoral 
character  in  the  highelt  perfection.  For  where  fnall  we  ever 
find  fuch  unexampled  diligence,  fuch  inexpreflible  tendernefs, 
fuch  exquifite  fkill,  Inch  all-fubduing  might,  and  fuch  unwearied 
patience?  Why  (hould  they  fear,  who  have  fuch  a  friend ?  How 
can  they  “  want,”  who  have  fuch  a  “  Shepherd?”  Behold  us, 
O  Lord  Jefu,  in  ourfelves,  hungry,  and  thirfty,  and  feeble,  and 
difeafed,  and  defencelefs,  and  loit*  O  feed  us,  and  cherifh  us, 
and  heal  us,  and  defend  us,  and  bear  with  us,  and  reftore  us. 

2.  He  maketh  me  to  lie  down  in  green  pajiures  ;  he  leadeth  me 
he  fide  the  /till  waters. 

The  lovelielt  image  afforded  by  the  natural  wmrld  is  herere- 
prefented  to  the  imagination  ;  that  of  a  flock,  feeding  in  verdant 
meadows,  and  repoiing,  in  quietnefs,  by  the  rivers  of  water, 
running  gently  through  them.  It  is  leleCted,  to  convey  an  idea 
of  the  provifion  made,  for  the  fouls,  as  w7ell  as  bodies  of  men 
by  His  goodnefs,  who“  openeth  his  hand,  and  filleth  all  things 

“  living 
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<c  living  with  plenteoufnefs.  By  me,”  faith  the  Redeemer,  if 
ct  any  man  enter  in,  he  (hall  be  laved,  and  lhall  go  in  and  out, 
«  and  find  pafture.”  John  x.  9.  And  what  faith  the  Spirit  of 
peace  and  comfort  ?  “  Let  him  that  is  athirft  come  ;  and  whofo- 
«  ever  will,  let  him  take  the  water  of  life  freely.”  Rev.  xxn  17. 
Every  flock,  that  we  fee,  fhould  remind  us  of  our  neceflities ;  and 
every  pafture  fhould  excite  us  to  praife  that  love,  by  which  they 
are  fo  bountifully  fupplied. 

3.  He  reftoreth  my  foul ;  he  lecideth  me  hi  the  paths  of  light e - 
cufaefs ,  for  his  name’s  fake . 

To  iC  reftore,”  or  bring  back  thofe  that  had  u  gone  affray, 
that  is,  in  other  words,  to  u  call  Tinners  to  repentance,  was 
the  employment  of  Him,  who  in  the  parable  of  the  <l  led  {keep, 
reprefenteth  himfelf  as  executing  that  part  of  the  padoral  office. 
By  tne  fame  kind  hand,  when  “  redored,”  they  are  thencefor¬ 
ward  led  in  “  the  path  of  righteoufnefs  ;”  in  the  way  of  holy 
obedience.  Obdrudions  are  removed  ;  they  are  drengthened, 
to  walk,  and  run,  in  the  path  of  God’s  commandments  ;  while, 
to  invite  and  allure  them,  a  crown  of  glory  appears,  held  forth, 
at  the  end  of  it.  All  this  is  now  done,  for,  in,  by,  and  through 
%that  ec  name,”  befide  which,  there  is  none  other  under  heaven 

given  unto  man,  whereby  he  maybe  faved. 

4.  Tea,  though  I  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  fhadow  of  death, 
J  will  fear  no  evil ;  for  thou  art  with  me,  thy  rod  and  thy  Jtajf 
they  comfort  me. 

The  lheep  here  exprefs  their  confidence  in  the  power  of  their 
Shepherd,  as  fufficient  to  defend  them  againd  the  lad  and  mod 
formidable  enemy,  death  himfelf.  To  apprehend  the  feenery 
in  this  verfe,  we  mud  conceive  the  church  militant  and  the 
church  triumphant,  as  two  mountains,  between  which  lieth  the 
(C  valley  of  the  fhadow  of  death,”  neceffiary  to  be  paffied  by 
thofe,  who  would  go  from  one  to  the  other.  Over  all  that  re¬ 
gion  of  drearinefs  and  defolation,  extendeth  the  empire  of  the 
king  of  terrors :  and  the  believer  alone  “  feareth  no  evil,”  in 
his  paffiage  through  it  ;  becaufe  he  is  conduced  by  “  that  great 
“  Shepherd  of  the  fheep,  whom  God  brought  again  from  the 
iC  dead  ;”  Heb.  xiii.  20.  and  who  can  therefore  fhew  us  the 
path  of  life,  through  the  vale  of  death.  In  all  our  dangers 
and  didreffies,  but  chiefly  in  our  lad  and  greated  need,  let 
“  thy  rod,”  the  feeptre  of  thy  kingdom,  O  Lord,  proted  us, 
and  thy  padoral  a  ftaff”  guide  and  lupport  our  fleps  ;  till, 
through  the  dreaded  valley,  we  pafs  to  the  heavenly  mountain, 
on  which  St.  John  faw  “  the  Lamb  danding,  with  a  great  mul- 
“  titude  redeemed  from  the  earth.”  Rev.  xiv.  1. 

Thou  prepare/}  a  table  before  in  the  prefence  of  mine  enemies ; 
.thou  anoint  eft  my  head  with  oil ;  my  cup  runneth  over. 

Another  fet  of  images,  borrowed  from  a  <(  fead,”  is  intro¬ 


duced 
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duced>  to  give  us  ideas  of  thofe  cordials  and  comforts,  prepared 
to  chear  and  invigorate  the  fainting  foul ;  while,  furrounded  by 
“  enemies,”  it  is  accomplifhing  its  pilgrimage  through  life;  du¬ 
ring  which  time,  its  furrows  and  affladions  are  alleviated  and 
fweeteued,  by  the  joys  and  confutations  of  the  Holy  One  ;  by 
the  feait  of  a  good  conscience  ;  by  the  bread  of  life,  the  “  oil” 
of  gladnefs,  and  the  “  cup”  of  falvation,  dill  full,  and  “  run- 
<(  nino-  over.” 

O 

6.  Surely,  goodnefs ■  and  mercy  fhall  follow  me  all  the  days  of 
my  life  ;  ana  1  will  dwell  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  for  ever *. 

Experience  of  u  goodnefs  and  mercy,”  already  fo  often 
vouchfafed,  begets  an  aflurance  of  their  being  continued  to  the 
end  ;  for  nothing  can  feparate  us  from  the  love  of  Chrifr,  if 
we  do  not  feparate  ourfdves  from  it.  Thus  will  the  Lord  our 
Saviour  provide  for  us  on  earth,  and  conduct  us  to  heaven  ; 
where  we  fhall  dwell  to  “  length  of  days,”  even  the  days  of 
eternity,  “  one  fold  under  one  Shepherd  a  fold  into  which 
no  enemy  enters,  and  from  which  no  friend  departs  :  where 
we  fhall  reft  from  all  our  labours,  and  fee  a  period  to  all  our 
forrows ;  where  the  voice  of  praife  and  rhankfgiving  is  heard 
continually ;  where  all  the  faithful,  from  Adam  to  his  laft  born 
fon,  fhall  meet  together,  to  behold  the  face  of  Jefus,  and  to  be 
bleffed  with  the  vilion  of  the  Almighty  :  where  “  \ve  fhall  hun- 
“  ger  no  more,  neither  thirft  any  more,  neither  fhall  the  fun 
“  light  on  us,  nor  any  heat.  But  the  Lamb,  which  is  in  the 
“  midft  of  the  throne,  fhall  feed  us,  and  lead  us  to  living  foun- 
u  tains  of  waters.”  Rev.  vii.  16,  17. 

V  day.  morning  prayer.  PSALM  XXIV. 
ARGUMENT. 

The  plan  of  this  Pfalm,  according  to  the  letter  of  it,  is  beau¬ 
tifully  delineated  by  Biihop  Lowth,  in  his  xxviith  lecture. 
The  Ark  of  God  is  fuppofed  to  be  moving,  in  a  grand  and 
folemn  procefTion  of  the  whole  Ifraelitifh  nation,  towards  the 
place  of  its  future  refidence,  on  mount  Sion.  See  1  Chron. 
xv#  On  afcending  the  \  mountain,  the  Pfalm  is  fung,  de¬ 
claring  1,  2.  the  fovereignty  of  Jehovah  over  all  the  earth  ; 
delcribing  3 — 6.  what  the  character  ought  to  be  of  that  peo¬ 
ple,  whom  he  had  more  peculiarly  felected,  to  ferve  him  in 
the  houfe  where  his  Glory  was  to  dwell,  and  of  which  7—. 
10.  it  was  now  about  to  take  poflefllon.  All  this  is  by  us  to 
be  applied  to  the  Chriflian  church,  and  the  afcenfion  of  our 
Lord  into  heaven  ;  for  which  reafon,  the  Pfalm  is  one  of 
tiiofe  appointed  to  be  ufed  on  Afcenfion  day. 

-  1 .  The  earth  is  the  Lord’s  and  the  fulnefs  thereof;  the  world , 
and  they  that  dv.'e.i  It  herein. 


J  i 
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The  God  of  Ifrael  was  Lord  of  the  whole  earth,  by  right 
of  creation.  The  lame  divine  perlon,  who  created  the  world, 
hath  lince,  in  Chriflf,  redeemed  it ;  and  it  is  his  again,  by  that  right 
alfo.  But  the  church  Chriftian  is  his,  in  a  more  peculiar  man¬ 
ner,  as  the  church  cf  Ifrael  formerly  was.  We  are  doubly 
bound  to  adore  and  to  obey  him.  u  It  is  he  that  hath  made  us, 
u  and  not  we  ourfelves Pf.  c.  2.  and  “  we  are  not  our  own, 
<c  being  bought  with  a  price.”  1  Cor.  vi.  20.  1  he  inference 

is,  “  Let  11s  glorify  God  in  our  bodies,  and  in  our  fpirits,  which 
C(  are,”  every  way,  u  God’s.” 

2.  For  he  hath  founded  it  upon  the  Jeas ,  and  eflablifhed  it  upon 
the  floods. 

The  waters,  which,  at  the  creation,  and  again  at  the  deluge, 
overfpread  all  things,  being,  by  the  power  of  God,  driven  down 
into  the  great  deep,  and  there  confined,  the  earth  was,  in  a  won¬ 
derful  manner,  conltrufted  and  ellablifhed,  as  a  circular  arch, 
upon,  or  oaer  them.  Let  us  often  meditate  on  this  noble  fub- 
ject  for  contemplation  and  devotion  ;  that  we  may  learn,  whither 
we  are  to  have  recourfe,  when  in  danger  of  being  overwhelmed 
by  fins  or  forrows. 

3.  IP  ho  fhall  afcend  into  the  hill  of  the  Lord?  and  who  JJjall 
ft  and  in  his  holy  place  ? 

The  connexion  feems  to  be  this.  If  the  Almighty  Creator 
and  Lord  of  all  the  earth  haschofen  us  to  be  his  peculiar  people, 
to  ferve  and  worfhip  him  in  his  temple,  upon  the  holy  hill  of 
Sion,  whither  the  lacred  fymbol  of  his  prefence  is  now  amend¬ 
ing,  what  manner  of  perfons  ought  we  to  be?  The  reafoning 
is  exactly  the  fame,  as  Bithop  Lowth  obferves,  with  that  of 
Mofes,  in  D  eut.  x.  14 — 16.  “  Behold  the  heaven  and  the 

Ci  heaven  of  heavens  is  the  Lord’s  thy  God  ;  the  earth  alfo, 
<c  with  all  that  therein  is.  Only  the  Lord  had  a  delight  in  thy 
cc  fathers,  to  love  them  ;  and  hechofe  their  feed  after  them,  even 


you,  above  all  people,  as  it  is  this  day.  Circumcife  therefore 
<(  the  fore  (kin  of  your  heart,  and  be  no  more  ffcifF  necked.” 
The  argument  applies,  with  additional  force,  to  ourfelves,  as 
Chrillians.  We  compofe  a  far  more  numerous  and  magnificent 
procedion  than  that  of  the  Ifrael ites,  when  the  church  univer- 
fal,  with  her  fpiritual  fervices,  attends  our  Lord,  as  it  were, 
upon  his  afcenfion,  in  heart  and  mind  afcending,  with  him,  in¬ 
to  the  holy  places,  not  made  with  hands. 

4-  He  that  hath  clean  hands ,  and  a  pure  heart ;  who  hath  not  lift 
up  his  foul  unto  vanity,  or,'  placed  his  iriift  in  vain  idols,  or  in  the 
creature  nor  [word  deceitfully .  5.  He  fhall  receive  the  bleffng 
from  the  Lord,  and  right eoufnefs  from  the  God  of  hisfdvation. 

No  man  can  afcend  into  heaven,  through  his  own  rigbteouf* 
nefs,  but  he  who  came  down  from  heaven,  and  performed  a  per- 
fe&  finlefs  obedience  to  the  will  of  God.  S  in  nefs  of*  old  were 

purified* 
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purified,  through  faith  in  him  that  was  to  come,  by  typical  offer¬ 
ings  and  ablutions,  before  they  approached  the  lancluary.  W e 
have  beencleanfed  from  our  fins,  and  renewed  unto  holinefs,by 
the  blood  pf  Chrid,  and  the  wafhing  of  the  holy  Ghoft.  Thus 
we  become  his  people:  thus  we  “  receive  the  bleiTing  from  the 
“  Lord,  and  righteoufnefs  from  the  God  of  our  falvation,” 

9.  This-  is  the  generation  of  them  that  feek  him  ;  that  feek  thy 
face ,  0  Jacob ,  or,  0  God  oj  Jacob, 

Such  ought  the  people  to  be,  who  feek  the  prefence  of  God, 
and  approach  to  worfhip  him  in  the  fan&uary  ;  who  celebrate  the 
afcenlion  of  their  Redeemer,  and  hope,  one  day,  to  follow  him 
into  thofe  happy  manfions,  which  he  is  gone  before  to  prepare 
for  them. 

7.  Lift  up  your  heads ,  0  ye  gates,  and  be  ye  lift  up  ye  everlaJT 
mg  doors ,  and  the  King  of  glory  Jhall  come  in,  8.  Who  is  the  king 
of  glory  p  The  Lord,  firong  and  mighty ,  the  Lord  mighty  in  bat - 
tie,  9,  10.  The  chorus  is  repeated. 

We  muff  now  form  to  ourfelves  an  idea  oftheLordof  glory, 
after  his  refurreclion  from  the  dead,  making  his  entry  into  the 
eternal  temple  in  heaven  ;  as  of  old,  by  the  fymbol  of  his  prefence, 
he  took  pofieffion  of  that  figurative  and  temporary  dru&ure, 
which  oncedood  upon  the  hill  of  Sion.  We  are  to  conceive  him 
gradually  rifing,  from  mount  Olivet,  into  the  air,  taking  the 
clouds  for  his  chariot,  andafcending  up  on  high;  while  forne  of 
the  angels,  like  the  Levites  in  proceffion,  attendanton  the  trium¬ 
phant  Melfiah,  in  the  day  of  his  power,  demand,  that  thofe  ever- 
lading  gates  and  doors,  hitherto  lhut  and  barred  againd  the  race 
of  Adam,  fhould  be  thrown  open,  for  his  admidion  into  the 
realms  of  blifs.  “  Lift  up  your  heads,  O  ye  gates,  and  be  ye 
“  lift  up,  ye  everlading  doors,  and  the  king  of  glory  fhall  cotne 
“  in.”  On  hearing  this  voice  of  jubilee  and  exultation  from  the 
earth,  the  abode  of  mifery  and  forrow,  the  red  of  the  angels,  a- 
ftonidted  at  the  thought  of  a  man  claiming  a  right  of  entrance 
into  their  happy  regions,  afk,  from  within,  like  the  Levites  in 
the  temple,  “  Who  is  this  King  of  glory?75  To  which  quedion 
the  attendant  angels  anfwer,  in  a  drain  of  joy  and  triumph — 
and  let  the  church  of  the  Redeemed  anfwer  with  them — “  The 
“ Lord drong  and  mighty,  the  Lord  mighty  in  battle;77  tne 
Lord  Jesus,  victorious  over  fin,  death,  and  hell.  Therefore 
we  fay,  and  with  holy  tranfport  we  repeat  it;  “  Lift  up  your 
“  heads  O  ye  gates,  and  be  ye  lift  up,  ye  everlading  doors,  and 
“the  King  of  glory  fhall  come  in.77  And  if  any  afk,  “  Who  is 
“  the  King  of  glory  ? 77  To  heaven  and  earth  we  proclaim  aloud 
— “  The  Lord  of  hods,”  all  conquering  Mess i  ah,  head  over 
every  creature,  the  leader  of  the  armies  of  J  ehov  ah,  a  Lie  is 
“  the  King  of  glory.’7  Even  fo;  Glory  be  to  thee,  O  Lord  mod: 

High!  Amen. "  Hallelujah.  „  A  _  __ 
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PSALM  XXV. 

ARGUMENT. 

It  is  much  the  fame,  whether  we  fuppofe  the  church,  or  any  Tin¬ 
gle  member  thereof,  tobefpeaking  throughout  this  Pfalm,  and 
praying,  1 — 3.  for  help  and  protection  a  gain  ft  Ipiritual  ene¬ 
mies;  4,  5.  for  knowledge  and  direction  in  the  way  ofgodli- 
nefs;  pleading  for  thispurpofe,  6,  7.  God’s  mercies  of  old  ;  8. 
the  perfections  of  his  nature  ;  9,  10.  enumerating  the  quali¬ 
fications  requifite  for  fcholars  in  the  divine  fchool ;  11.  upon 
the  ftrength  of  thole  arguments,  enforcing  the  petitions  for 
mercy;  12 — 14.  defcribing  the  bleffednels  of  the  man  who 
feareth  the  Lord  ;  15 — 21,  preferring  divers  petitions  ;  and 
22.  doling  the  whole  with  one  for  the  final  redemption  of  the 
Ifrael  of  God. 

1.  Unto  thee,  O  Lord,  do  1  lift  up  my  foul.  2.  0  my  God,  I 
truft  in  thee  ;  let  me  not  be  afhamed  ;  let  not  mine  enemies  triumph 
over  me. 

Cares  and  pleafures  are  the  weights  which  prefs  the  foul  down 
to  earth,  and  fallen  her  thereto ;  and  it  is  the  fpirit  of  prayer 
which  mull  enable  her  to  throw  off  thele  weights,  to  break  thefe 
cords,  and  to  “lift  up”  herfelf  to  heaven.  He  who  “  tru{leth”in 
any  thing,  but  in  God,  will  one  day  he  “aihamed  ”  and  confound¬ 
ed,  and  give  his  fpiritual  “  enemies”  caufe  to“  triumph  over  him.” 

3.  Tea,  let  time  that  wait  on  thee  be  afhamed  ;  let  them  be  a - 
fhamed,  which  tranfgrefs  without  a  caufe,  or,  vainly,  rajkly. 

God,  as  a  father  and  a  mailer,  will  never  fuller  his  children 
and  fervants  to  want  his  favour  and  protection  ;  nor  will  he  per¬ 
mit  malicious  rebels  to  enjoy  it.  Honour  will,  in  the  end,  be 
the  portion  of  the  former,  and  lhame  the  inheritance  of  the  lat¬ 
ter. 

4.  Shew  me  thy  ways,  0  Lord,  teach  me  thy  paths.  5.  Lead 
me  In  thy  truth,  and  teach  me  ;  for  thou  art  the  God  of  my  falva~ 
tion,  on  thee  do  I  wait  all  the  day. 

We  are  travellers  to  heaven,  who,  through  temptation,  are 
often  drawn  afide,  and  lofe  our  way.  The  way  is  the  law  ©f  God  ; 
and,  to  keep  that  law,  is  to  walk  in  the  way.  God  only  can  pul 
us  in  the  way,  and  preferve  us  and  forward  us  therein  ;  for  which 
purpofe,  we  mull  continue  inllant  in  prayer  to  “the  God  of  our 
“  falvation,”  that  he  would  “  teach  ”  us  to  do  his  w  ill ;  that  fo 
we  may  not  be  afhamed  and  confounded. 

.  6.  Remember,  0  Lord,  thy  tender  mercies,  and  thy  loving - 
hindnefjes :  for  they  have  been  ever  of  old. 

The  foul,  w  hen  hard  befet  with  fins  and  forrows,  is  apt  to 
think,  that  God  hath  forfaken  and  forgotten  her.  In  this  cafe, 
Ihe  cannot  more  effe&ualJy  prevail  upon  him,  or  comfort  herfelf, 

Q  than 
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than  by  recolledting,  and,  as  it  were,  reminding  him  of  former 
mercies;  tinee,  however  the  difpofitions  and  affe&ions  of  men 
may  alter,  God  is  always  the  fame. 

7.  Remember  net  the  jins  of  my  youth,  nor  my  tran/grffen  r  ; 
according  to  thy  mercy  remember  thou  me,  for  thy  goodnefs  fake 
0  Lord.  , 

When  God  remembers  his  mercy,  he  forgets  our  fins;  and 
when  he  forgets  our  fins,  he  remembers  his  mercy  ;  for  what 
elie  is  his  mercy,  but  the  forgivenefs,  the  blotting-out,  the  non- 
imputation  of  fin?  Who,  that  has  lived  long  in  the  world,  can 
furvey  the  time  pall  of  his  life,  without  breaking  forth  into  this 
petition,  adding,  to  “the  fins  of  his  youth,”  the  in 
lions  of  his  riper  years  ? 

8.  Good  and  upright  is  the  Lord  ;  therefore  r will  he  teach  Jin- 
ners  in  the  way . 

Another  argument  for  hope  and  trufr  in  God,  is  drawn  from 
bis  “  nature.”  He  hates  tin,  and  loves  righteoufnefs ;  he  fen  this 
bon  to  fuffer  for  the  one,  and  his  fpirit  to  produce  the  other; 
and  he  cannot  but  be  faithful  and  j u  11  to  his  own  gracicous  pro- 
lnifes,  which  all  centre  in  the  falvation  of  tinners  by  pardon  and 
grace,  through  Him,  who  is  “  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life.” 

9.  The  meek  will  he  guide  in  judgment ;  and  the  meek  will  he 
teach  his  way . 

Pride  and  anger  have  no  place  in  the  fchool  of  Chrid.  The 
Matter  himfelf  is  “  meek  and  lowly  of  heart ;”  much  more,  fure- 
]y,  ought  the  fcholars  to  be  fo.  He,  who  hath  no  fenle  of  his 
ignorance,  can  have  no  defire,  or  capability  of  knowledge,  human 
or  divine. 

10.  All  the  paths  of  the  Lord  are  mercy  and  truth,  unto  fuch 
as  keep  his  covenant  and  his  tejtimonies . 

The  law  of  God  is  the  way  by  which  he  cometh  to  us,  as 
well  asthatby  which  we  .go  to  him;  and  all  the  different  difpen- 
fations  of  that  law,  here  ttyled  “  the  paths  cf  the  Lord,”  are  com- 
pofed  of  “mercy  and  truth;”  mercy  promifmg,  and  truth  per¬ 
forming  meet  together  in  Chrift,  who  is  “the  end  of  the  law  to 
“  every  one  that  believetb  ;”  to  fuch  as  “keep  his  covenant  and 
“  his  teftimonies.” 

1 1 .  For  thy  name's  Jake,  0  Lord,  pardon  mine  iniquity,  for  it 
is  great . 

The  pardon  of  tin  is  to  beafked,  and  obtained,  through  that 
gracious  “name,”  in  which  “  mercy  and  truth  are  met  toge¬ 
ther  ;”  and  fo  “great”  is  our  fin,  that  pardon  can  be  had  only 
through  that  name. 

12.  tV hat  man  is  he  that  feareth  the  Lord  ?  Him  fhall  he  teach 
in  the  way  that  he  fhall  choofie . 

The  bleffmgs  confeqaent  upon  “the  fear  of  the  Lord,”  are 
fuch,  as  will  fully  judify  the  earnednefo  and  fervour  of  the  fore¬ 
going 
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13.  His  foul  /hall  dwell  at  eafe,  Heb  .  lodge  hi  goodncfs:  and  his 
feed  /bail  inherit  the  earth . 

It  is  a  privilege  of  “  the  man  who  feareth  the  Lord/9  that 
not  only  in  this  prefent  life,  all  things  work  together  for  his 
u  good,”  but  his  foul,  after  having  perlevered  in  righteoufnefs, 
fhall  take  up  its  abode  in  the  manfions  of  felicity.  1 1  is  “  feed” 
like  wife  fhall  bleffed  in  the  fame  manner,  with  fuch  a  portion  of 
the  temporal  promife  made  to  Abraham,  as  Cod  feeth  be  ft  for 
them,  and  certainly  with  an  abundant  fhare  in  the  fpiritual  inhe¬ 
ritance,  the  new  earth,  wherein  dwell  righteoufnefs,  joy,  and 
glory.  “Bleifed  are  the  meek,”  the  feed  of  Chrift,  “for  they 
“ihall  inherit  the  earth.”  Matt.  v.  5. 

34.  The  fecret ,  Heb.  fixed  count  el ,  or,  defign  of  the  Lord  is 
with  th  m  that  fear  him  •  and  will  (hew  them  his  covenant ,  Heb. 
and  his  covenant  to  make  them  know  it . 

The  greateft  happinefs  of  man  in  this  world  is,  to  know  the 
fixed  and  determinate  counfels  of  God  concerning  the  human 
race,  and  to  underhand  the  covenant  of  redemption.  This  like- 
wife  is  the  reward  of  “  the  fear  of  the  Lord,”  which  humbles 
the  foul,  and  prepares  it  for  divine  illumination,  can  {lug  it  to 
place  all  its  comfort  in  meditation  on  the  wonders  of  heavenly 
love,  4C  All  things  which  1  have  heard  of  my  Father  I  have 
“  made  known  unto  you,”  faith  our  Lord  to  his  difeiples.  John, 
xi.  15. 

_  15.  Mine  eyes  are  ever  towards  she  Lord  for  he  fhall  pluck 

Urty  feet  out  of  the  net . 

Encouraged  to  hope  for  the  bleffings  above  mentioned,  the 
lowly  fuppliant  ft  ill  continues  to  fix  the  eyes  of  his  underftand- 
ing  on  their  proper  obje<ft,  God  his  Saviour,  beholding  his  glory, 
attending  to  his  w i *  1 ,  and  expecting  his  mercy.  An  unfortunate 
dove,  whofefeet  are  taken  in  the  lhare  of  the  fowler,  is  a  fine 
emblem  of  the  foul,  intangled  in  the  cares  or  pleafures  of  the 
world  ;  from  which  ihe  defires,  through  the  power  of  grace,  to 
fly  away,  and  to  be  at  reft,  with  her  glorified  Redeemer. 

1 5.  Turn  thee  unto  me,  and  have  mercy  upon  me  ;  for  I  am  de~ 
folate  and  afflidied. 

They  who  are  ever  looking  unto  the  Lord,  will  be  heard, 
when  they  befeech  him  to  turn  his  face,  and  to  look  upon  them. 
When  the  foul,  forlakirtg  and  forfaken  by  all  earthly  fupports  and 
comforts,  finds  herfclf  iri  a  ftate  of  defolation,  and  is  experimen¬ 
tally  convinced  ofher  being,  not  in  a  paradife  of  delights,  but  in 
a  vale  of  mifery,  then  her  vifitation  and  deliverance  are  at 
hand. 

17.  The  troubles  of  my  heart  are  enlarged :  0  -  bring  thou  me 
Mit  of  my  diflreffes%  As 


etitions  for  pardon  and  grace.  16  i  he  fear  of  the  Lord 
beginning  of  vvildom.”  He  who  hath  it,  will  “  <thoofe” 
it  way,  and  will  be  e:  taught”  to  go  therein. 
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As  life  is  prolonged,  troubles  are  generally  enlarged,  *  till  at 
length  they  take  up  what  room  there  is  in  the  heart.  The  laft 
fcene  of  the  tragedy  is  the  inoft  calamitous.  So  it  was  in  the 
life  of  our  dear  Matter.  And  every  man  will  fooner  or  later 
perceive,  that  God  alone  can  “  bring  him  out  of  his  diftrefles.” 

j  8.  Look  upon  mins  ajfH&ion  and  my  pain }  and  forgive  all  my  fins . 

Affliction  and  pain,  whether  of  mind  or  body,  are  the  fruits  of 
fm  ;  and  the  pardon  of  fin  is  the  firtt  ftep  towards  the  removal  of 
furrow.  The  latter  is  lent  to  beget  in  us  a  due  fenfe  of  the  for¬ 
mer,  in  order  to  a  deliverance  from  both.  In  the  new  earth, 
“dvelleth  righteoufnefs  and,  for  that  reafon,  <c  there  is  no 
“  more  for  row,  pain,  nor  crying.”  2  Pet.  iii.  13.  Rev.  xxi.  4. 

19.  Confder  mine  enemies ,  for  they  are  many  ;  and  they  hate 
me  with  cruel  hatred . 

As  the  evils  we  fuffer  are  great,  fo  the  enemies  we  have  to 
encounter  are  many.  Their  name  is  legion and  to  their 
envy,  hatred,  and  malice,  there  are  no  bounds.  How  unequal 
the  combat,  unlefs  thou,0  God,  goett  forth  with  us  by  thy  grace, 
iC  conquering  and  to  conquer  !” 

20.  0  keep  my  fouly  and  deliver  me :  let  me  not  he  a/hamedy 
for  J  have  put  my  truft  in  thee , 

Prefervation  from  fin,  and  deliverance  from  death  are  two 
great  gifts  of  God,  through  jefus  Cbritt  our  Lord.  For  the 
latter  claufe,  fee  ver.  2. 

21.  Let  integrity  and  up  right  nefs  preferve  me ,  for  I  wait  on 
thee . 

How  many  wifhes  do  our  hearts  fend  forth  after  riches,  ho¬ 
nours,  arid  pleafures  :  how  few  after  “  integrity  and  upright- 
(i  nefs  yet  thefe  can  “  preferve5  ?  us,  and  thofe  cannot.  Ab- 
folute  integrity  and  uprightnefs  are  the  prerogatives  of  the  king 
of  righteoufnefs ;  and  it  is  his  grace  which  makes  us  luch  as  his 
mercy  \vi!l  accept.  On  him  therefore  let  us  “  wait.” 

22.  Redeem  Ifrael ,  0  Gody  out  of  all  his  troubles . 

In  the  common  falvatioti  all  have  an  intereft  ;  and,  for  that 
reafon,  all  fhould  pray  for  it.  The  earthly  David  petitioned 
for  Ifrael  ;  the  heavenly  David  ever  eontinueth  to  intercede  for 
the  church  ;  and  every  Chrittian  ought  to  become  a  fuppliant 
for  his  brethren,  ttill  looking  and  longing  for  that  glorious  day, 
when,  by  a  joyful  refurreefiion  unto  life  eternal,  God  (hall  in¬ 
deed  “  redeem  Ifrael  out  of  all  his  troubles.” 


*  Bifhop  Lowth,  withfome  flight  alteration  of  the  text,  thinks  the  render¬ 
ing  fhould  be, 

Coaritationes  cordis  mei  dilata ; 

Et  cx  angudiis  jneis  educ  me. 

See  Merrick's  Annotations. 
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The  party  fpeaking  in  this  Pfalm,  whether  we  fuppofe  it  to  be 
the  typical,  or  the  true  David,  the  church,  or  any  member 
thereof,  lying  under  the  falfe  accufations  of  calumny,  j,  2, 
3.  appealeth  to  God  in  behalf  of  injured  innocence;  4,  5. 
difclaimeth  all  connexion  with  wicked  men  ;  6,  7,  8.  de- 
clareth  a  fixed  resolution  to  adhere  to  the  worfhip  of  God, 
in  the  church  ;  9,  10.  prayeth  to  be  delivered  from  the  un¬ 
godly  ;  xj.  again  protefteth  integrity,  and  12 .  determineth 
to  praife  the  Lord. 

1.  Judge  me ,  0  Lord,  for  1  have  walked  in  mine  integrity  ; 
J  have  trufled  alfo  in  the  Lord  ;  therefore  1  fall  not  Jlide . 

We  have  here  an  appeal  to  God,  in  behalf  of  injured  and 
calumniated  innocence.  This  was  the  cafe  of  David,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  accufations  of  Saul ;  of  Chrift,  with  regard  to  thofe 
of  the  Jews;  and  it  is  often  the  cafe  of  the  church,  and  of 
good  men  in  the  world;  for  whofe  ufe,  this  Pfalm  feems  pe¬ 
culiarly  calculated. 

2.  Examine  me,  0  Lord,  and  prove  me :  try  my  reins  and  my 

heart .  1 

..  z  -  ■■ 

A  trial  of  this  fort  might  be  debited  by  David,  and  may  be 
defired  by  men,  like  him,  confcious  of  their  integrity,  as  to  the 
particular  crimes  charged  upon  them  by  the  malice  of  their  ene¬ 
mies.  Chrift  alone  could  alk  fuch  a  trial  at  large,  as  being  equal¬ 
ly  free  from  every  kind  and  degree  of  fin ;  and  certain  of  re¬ 
ceiving  additional  luftre  from  the  increafing  heat  of  the  furnace. 

3.  For  thy  loving  kindnefs  is  before  mine  eyes  :  andl  have  walk¬ 
ed  in  thy  truth . 

They  who  ftudy,  in  order  to  copy,  the  Ci  loving  kindnefs” 
and  the  iC  truth”  of  God,  may  have  confidence  towards  him, 
•whofe  “  truth”  will  not  Suffer  him  to  be  falfe  to  the  promifes, 
which  his  “  loving  kindnefs”  prompted  him  to  make. 

4.  1  have  not  fat  with  vain  perfons ,  neither  will  I  go  in  with 

diffemblers .  5.  /  have  hated  the  congregation  of  evil  doers  ;  and 

will  not  ft  with  the  wicked . 

David,  driven  by  Saul  into  a  land  of  aliens,  yet  preferved 
himfelf  from  the  contagion  of  idolatry.  And  happy  the  Chrif- 
tian,  who  can  fay,  that,  during  the  time  of  his  banifhment  and 
pilgrimage,  he  hath  efcaped  the  pollutions  that  are  in  the  world, 
namely,  vanity  and  hypocrify,  evil  pra&ices,  and  wicked  prin¬ 
ciples.  Chrift  alone,  like  his  eibblem  the  light,  pafled  through 
all  things  undefiled. 

6.  1  will  wajh  mine  hands  in  innocency  :  fo  will  1  compafs  thine 
altar ,  0  Lord  ;  7.  That  1  may  puhlifh  with  the  voice  of  thankf- 
giving ,  and  tell  all  thy  wonderous  works .  Inftead 
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Inflead  ofconforting  with  the  heathen,  David  comforts  him- 
felf  with  the  future  profpeft  of  refloration  to  Jerufalem  :  of 
attending  the  fervice  of  God  in  the  tabernacle  ;  of  performing 
the  legal  ablutions,  in  token  of  innocency  thereby  lignified  : 
and  of  tinging,  before  the  holy  altar,  Pfalms  of  praife  for  his 
deliverance.  The  believing  foul,  in  like  manner,  may  find  per¬ 
petual  confolation,  while  (lie  looks  forward  toward  her  return 
home,  from  her  exile  in  the  world,  to  the  Jerufalem  above  ;  her 
acce-fs  to  the  fountain  of  life  and  purity  ;  her  employment  of 
ferving  God  in  the  eternal  temple,  and  chanting  forth,  with 
angels  and  archangles,  the  new  fongs  of  the  celeitial  Sion,  for 
fo  great  falvation. 

8.  Lord,  I  have  loved  the  habitation  of  thy  houfe ,  and  the  place 
where  thine  honour  dwelleth.  lieb.  the  place  of  the  tabernacle  of 
thy  glory . 

YVith  vvhat  ardent  affeclion  the  ban i Hied  prophet  fighs  for  the 
beauty  of  holinefs  in  the  church,  the  molt  amiable  obje&on  earth, 
becaufe  the  neareft  refemblance  of  heaven,  where  is  the  true 
“  habitation  of  God’s  houfe,  and  the  place  of  the  tabernacle  of 
<(  his  glory;”  fince  of  the  heavenly  Jerufalem  St.  John  tells  us, 
that  the  cc  Lord  God  Almighty  and  the  Lamb  are  the  temple.” 
Rev.  xxi.  22. 

9.  Gather  not  my  foul  with  finners,  nor  my  life  with  bloody  men; 

10.  In  whofe  hand  Is  m  If  chief,  and  their  right  hand  is  full  of  bribes. 

In  confederation  of  his  integrity  and  piety,  David  beleeches 
God  not  to  deliver  him  over  into  the  hands  of  his  unjuft  and 
bloody  enemies,  nor  to  reckon  him  in  their  number.  Let  our 
lot,  O  Lord,  be  among  thy  children  here,  that  it  may  be  among 
them  hereafter. 

1 1.  But  as  for  me ,  1  will  walk  in  mine  integrity  :  redeem  me , 
and  be  merciful  unto  me. 

The  Chriltian’s  refolution,  like  that  of  the  prophet,  muff  be, 
to  hold  fall  his  “  integrity”  in  the  midft  of  his  enemies,  and  not 
follow  a  multitude  to  do  evil ;  as  knowing,  that  the  day  of  final 
“  redemption  and  mercy”  will  come. 

12.  My  foot  fandeth  in  an  even  place  ;  in  the  congregations  will 
1  blefs  the  Lord. 

The  law  of  God  is  that  “even  place,”  that  plain  and  direft 
path,  in  which  the  affedfions,  which  are  the  “  feet”  of  the  foul, 
muff  be  immoveably  fixed,  fo  that  nothing  may  induce  her  to 
fwerve  from  the  liability  of  her  purpofe,  to  the  right  hand,  or 
to  the  left.  David,  upon  his  return  to  his  country,  “  blefied  the 
“  Lord  in  the  congregation”  of  Ifrael,  by  Tinging  Pi  alms  of 
praife  and  thankfgiving ;  and  by  the  conflant  ufe  of  thofe  very 
Pfalms,  the  Lord  is  daily  “  blefTed”  in  all  Chriflian  “  congre- 
“  gations”  throughout  the  world  ;  yea,  and  he  fhall  be  fo  blef- 
fed  to  the  end  of  time. 

V.  DAY. 
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I.  ARGUMENT. 

Th  is  Pfalm  container!],  r — 3.  a  declaration  of  truPc  and  confi¬ 
dence  in  Jehovah,  amidd  the  dangers  and  tumults  of  war  : 

4.  a  longing  defire  ofredoration  to  the  city  and  houfe  of  God  ; 

5,  6.  a  triumphant  afiurance  of  final  vidtory  and  exaltation; 

7 — 12.  earned  prayer  for  fupport  and  protection  ;  13.  a  pro- 

feflion  of  faith,  and  its  mighty  power  and  comfort  in  afflic¬ 
tion  ;  14.  an  exhortation  to  patience. 

1.  The  Lord  is  my  light  and  my  falvation ,  whom  (hall  I  fear  ? 
The  Lord  is  the  ftrength  of  my  life ,  of  whom  fhall  1  be  afraid  P 

God  is  our  “  light, ”  as  he  fheweth  us  the  (fate  we  are  in,  and 
the  enemies  we  have  to  encounter;  he  is  our  “  firength”  as  he 
enableth  us  by  his  grace,  to  cope  with,  and  overcome  them  ;  and 
he  is  our  “  falvation,”  as  the  author  and  finifher  of  our  deliver¬ 
ance  from  fin,  death,  and  Satan.  All  this  he  was  to  the  blef- 
fed  perfon,  whom  David  reprelented ;  and  all  this  he  will  be  to 
his  faithful  fervants.  u  If  God”  therefore  u  be  for  us,  who 
can  be  can  be  againftus?”  Rom.  viii.  31. 

2.  When  the  wicked,  even  mine  enemies  and  foes  came  upon  me7 
to  eat  my  flefh,  they  Rumbled  and  fell. 

The  pad  time  is  often  uied,  in  the  prophetical  language,  to 
intimate  the  certainty  of  the  future.  Faith  fees  the  foe  already 
vanquilhed,  and  the  prey  lnatched  from  the  jaws  of  the  devour¬ 
ing  lion. 

3.  Though  an  hofl  fhould  encamp  again fl  me,  my  heart  fjall  not 
fear  ;  though  war  finould  rife  againft  me,  in  this  will  I  be  confident. 

What  avails  it,  that  the  u  hod”  of  darknefs  is  in  arms,  and  the 
world  taking  the  field  againd  us,  when  the  Lord  is  our  light 
and  heaven  our  ally  > 

4  One  thing  have  I  defir  ed  of  the  Lord,  that  will  J fie  eh  after , 
that  1  may  dwell  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  all  the  days  of  my  life , 
to  behold  the  beauty  of  the  Lord,  aud  to  enquire  in  his  temple. 

The  victories  of  David  ended  in  his  reftoration  to  Jerufalem, 
and  the  fervice  or  God  :  the  victories  of  Chrid  terminated  in  his 
triumphant  return  to  a  better  Jerufalem  ;  and  this  ought  to  be 
the  “  one  thing  defired”  by  the  Chridian,  that  after  his  cpnqued 
over  tne  body  of  fin,  he  may  pafi>  the  unnumbered  days  of  eter¬ 
nity  in  the  courts  of  heaven,  contemplating  the  beauty  and  the 
glory  of  his  Redeemer. 

5*  ^0?  in  the  time  of  trouble ,  he  fhall  hide  mein  his  pavilion  :  in 

the  fie  cret  of  his  tabernacle  fhall  he  hide  me,  he  fhall  let  me  upon  a 
rock .  J  x 

The  protection  and  confolation,  experienced  by  believers  of  > 
the  church  militant,  give  them  a  tafte  of  the  loving  kiadnefs  of 

the 
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the  Lord,  and  make  them  impatiently  defirous  of  quenching 
their  third  at  the  fountain  of  divine  pleafures,  after  they  fhall 
have  been  exalted  upon  the  rock  of  ages,  from  whence  that 
fountain  flows. 

6.  And  now  fhall  mine  head  he  lifted  up  above  mine  enemies 
round  about  me  :  therefore  will  I  effer  in  his  tabernacle  facrifices 
of  joy ,  l  will  (ing,  yea,  1  will  fing  praifes  unto  the  Lord. 

Thefe  words,  as  they  are  fuppofed  to  be  fpoken  by  David,  by 
Chrift,  or  by  the  church,  exprefs  their  refpe&ive  alfurances, 
through  faith,  of  final  vi&ory  over  their  feveral  enemies,  with 
their  determined  refolution  of  fioging  hallelujahs  to  Jehovah, 
for  the  fame. 

7.  Hear,  0  Lord,  when  1  cry  with  my  voice  :  have  mercy 
alfo  upon  me,  and  anjwer  me. 

From  the  afTurances  of  faith  it  is  always  good  to  defcend  to 
the  humiliation  of  prayer  to  God,  who  alone  can  grant  unto  us 
that  one  thing  which  we  defire,  and  long  after,  while  in  the 
land  of  our  captivity,  and  houfe  of  our  pilgrimage.  See  ver.  4. 

8.  When  thou  faideft,feek  ye  my  face  :  my  heart  faid  unto  thee9 
thy  face,  Lord,  will  I  feek. 

The  voice  of  God  throughout  the  Scriptures,  exhorteth  the 
believer  to  turn  away  from  the  delufive  appearances  of  the  crea¬ 
ture,  and  to  feek  after  Him,  who  is  “  altogether  lovely, ”  until 
he  behold  “  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift. ”  To 
this  voice  the  believer  anfwers,  like  a  well  tuned  inftrument 
to  the  mafter’s  touch,  declaring  his  refolution  fo  to  do. 

9.  Hide  not  thy  face  far  from  me,  put  not  thy  ferv ant  away  in 
anger  :  thou  haft  been  my  help ,  leave  me  not ,  neither  forjake  me , 
0  God  of  my  falvathn. 

The  fuppiiant,  having  determined  to  feek  the  face  of  God, 
here  prayeth,  that  he  would  permit  himfelf  to  be  found,  and  to 
be  feen  ;  and  that  he  would  not,  by  “  hiding  his  face,”  caufe  the 
light  of  knowledge  to  become  darknefs,  and  the  fire  of  charity 
to  go  out.  The  church  dreadeth  nothing  fo  much,  as  aneclipfe 

of  the  “fun  of  righteoufnefs.” 

10.  When  my  father  and  my  mother  forfake  me ,  then  the  Lord 


will  take  me  up. 

A  time  will  come,  when  the  deareft  earthly  friends  and  rela¬ 
tions  can  no  longer  be  of  anyafliftance  to  us.#  The  cafe  of  the 
church  and  of  the  foul  is  often  times  compared  to  that  of  a  poor, 
hefplefs,  expofed  orphan.  Where  worldly  comforts  end,  hea¬ 
venly  ones  begin.  See  Ifai.  xlix.  15*  Matt,  xxiii.  37*  John  hit* 


35* 

*  As  there  feems  to  be  fome  difficulty  in  fuppofing  the  Pfalmifl's  parents  to 
have  “  deferted”  him,  they  might  perhaps  be  faid  to  have  “  forfaken 
(  as  Muis  conjectures)  that  is,  tQ  have  left  hint  b$h*n(i  as  being 

MEftRICK-  s  '  1  1 1 .  Teach 
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U  Teach  me  thy  way ,  0  Lord,  and  lead  me  in  a  plain  path , 
hecaufe  of  mine  enemies , 

The  child  of  God,  learning  to  walk  in  the  law  of  his  heaven¬ 
ly  Father,  prayeth  to  be  directed  and  (Lengthened  from  above, 
that  the  enemy  may  neither  pervert  his  iteps,  nor  triumph  in  his 
fall. 

12.  Deliver  me  not  over  into  the  will  of  mine  enemies  :  for  falfe 
witneffes  are  rifen  up  again ji  me,  and  fitch  as  breath  out  cruelty . 

David  had  his  enemies,  and  fajieaccufers ;  Chrift  alio  had  his  ; 
and  every  child  of  God  hath  need  to  petition  for  deliverance 
from  the  great  enemy  of  his  falvation,  the  grand  accufer  of  the 
brethren,  who  is  ever  breathing  out  malice  and  cruelty  againll  the 
body  and  members  of  Chrift. 

13.  I  had  fainted,  unlefs  1  had  believed  to  fee  the  goodnefs  of  the 
Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living . 

“  Faith”  in  the  comfortable  promifes  of  God  is  the  only  fove- 
reign  cordial  for  a“  fainting”  fpirit.  Earth  is  the  land  of  the 
dying;  we  muft  extend  our  proiped  into  heaven,  which  is  the 
land  of  the  “  living,”  where  the  faithful  fhall  “  fee,”  and  expe¬ 
rience  ever  more,  “  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord.” 

14.  Wait  on  the  Lord  .*  be  of  good  courage ,  and  he  fiall fir  en%th- 
en  thine  heart  :  wait ,  1  fay  on  the  Lord. 

The  perfon  fpeaking  concludes  with  an  apoftrophe  to  his  own 
foul,  rein  king  from  the  confidence  in  God,  exprefled,  ver.  1. 
from  the  deiire  and  the  hope  of  heaven,  4 — 13.  and  from  the  ma¬ 
nifold  pledges  of  the  divine  love  already  received  in  this  life  55. 
the  proper  inference  from  all  which  con  fid  era  t  ions  is  this  ; 
that  we  fhotild  patiently  “  wait  on  the  Lord,”  till  the  few  and  e- 
vildays  of  our  pilgrimage  pal's  away,  and  we  arrive  at  the  man¬ 
sions  prepared  for  us,  in  the  houie  of  our  heavenly  Father;  till 
our  warfare  be  accomplifhed,  and  terminate  in  the  peace  of  God  ; 
till  the  ftorms  and  tempefts  of  wintry  time  {hall  give  place  to  the 
unclouded  calm,  and  the  ever  blooming  pleafuresofeternalfpring. 

PSALM  XXVIII. 
ARGUMENT. 


This  Pfalm  like  the  xxiid,  and  many  others,  confiileth  of  two 

Parts\  for>  1 — '5-  £he  true  David  appeareth  in  his  Hate  of 
humiliation  and  fuffering;  he  prayeth  for  deliverance,  and  pro- 
phefieth  the  deftruclion  of  his  enemies.  6 — 9.  fie  lingeth  a 
Iv.eet,  though  Ihort  hymn  of  triumph,  and  intercedeth  for 
his  church  and  people. 

a  1?°  ^ 66  I  Cry*  ®  Lord,  my  rock  ;  be  not  flent  tome  : 
leff  if  t  ou  be  flent  to  me ,  I  become  like  them  that  po  down  into  the 

pit * 

The  true  David  here  maketh  fupplication,  “  with  ftrong  cry- 


R 
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“ing,”  to  the  Father,  that  he  may  r.ot  be  (offered  to  continue, 
like  other  men,  under  the  dominion  of  the  “  grave.”  The  Chrif- 
lian  prayerh,  in  the  fame  words,  to  be  delivered  from  the  “pit” 
of  corruption  ;  and  mightily  (hould  he  “cry”  to  Jehovah,  the 
“  rock”  of  his  falvation,  until  his  prayer  be  heard  and  anfwered. 

2.  Hear  the  voice  of  my  fup plications ,  when  I  cry  unto  thee  : 
when  1  lift  up  my  hands  toward  thy  holy  oracle . 

Chrift  frequently  interceded  for  his  people,  with  his  “hands 
lifted  up”  toward  “heaven,”  in  fervent  prayer  :  and — “I  will,” 
faith  the  Apoftle,  “  that  men  pray  every  where,  lifting  up  holy 
“  hands.”  i  Tim.  ii.  8.  Shall  our  Redemeer  pray  for  us,  and 

(hall  we  not  pray  for  ourfelves? 

o .  Draw  me  not  away  with  the  wicked ,  and  with  the  workers  of 
iniquity,  which  fpeak  peace  to  their  neighbours }  but  mif chief  is  in 
their  hearts. 

Chrift,  who  alone  is  without  fin,  petitioned!  that  ne  may  not 
be  oppreffed  by  finners ;  he  who  is  truth  and  love,  prayeth  to  be 
prelerved  from  the  from  the  “  falfe  and  malicious. ”  Let  us  pray 
to  be  made  like  him  ;  and,  like  him,  to  be  delivered  from  evil,  e- 
fpecially  from  the  evil  of  a“  lying  and  flandering”  tongue. 

4.  Give  them  according  to  their  deeds ,  and  accot  dug  to  the 
wickednefs  of  their  endeavours  ;  give  them  after  the  work  of  then 
hands ,  render  to  them  their  defer t .  5.  Becaufe  they  regard  not 

the  wot  ks  of  the  Lord,  nor  the  operation  of  his  hands ,  he  fiat! 

dejlroy,  them ,  and  not  build  them  up .  _ 

in  thefe  verfes,  as  indeed  in  mod  of  the  imprecatory  paffages, 
the  imperative  and  the  future  are  ufed  promifcuoufly  ;  “Give 
« them— render  them— he  (hail  deftroy  them.”  If  therefore  the 
the  verbs,  in  all  fuch  paffages,  were  uniformly  rendeied  in  the 
“  future,”  every  objedion  againft  the  fcripture  imprecations  would 
van i fh  at  once,  and  they  would  appear  clearly  to  be,  what^they 
are  namely,  prophecies  of  the  divine  judgments,  which  have  been 
fince  executed  againft  the  Jews,  and  which  will  be  executed  a- 
o;ainft  all  the  enemies  of  Jehovah,  and  his  Chrift,  whom  neither 
the  “  works  ”  of  creation,  nor  thole  of  redemption,  can  lead  to  re¬ 
pentance.  _  ,  .  .  r 

6.  Bleffd  be  the  Lord,  becaufe  he  hath  heard  the  voice  of  my 

Applications.  7.  The  Lord  is  my  ftrength  and  my  field :  my 
heart  trifled  in  him ,  and  1  am  helped  :  therefore  my  he  *ri  great¬ 
ly  rejoiceth ,  and  with  my  fong  will  I  praife  him. .  . 

The  fcene  now  changes,  from  the  humiliation  and  fuffenngs, 
to  the  oiory  and  triumph  of  Chrift  our  Head,  who,  throug  1  the 
power ^of  the  Divinity,  having  overcome  his  enemies,  may  be  up- 
pofed,  at  his  refurredion  from  the  dead,  to  have  lung  this  drain  ; 
a  drain,  which  they,  who  have  been  delivered  from  (m  and  ior- 

row,  will  bed  underftand,  by  tiling  it.  .  .  n  .»  r 

8.  The  Lord  is  their  freigtb ,  and  he  is  the  faving  Jereng  / 

h is  anointed ,  or,  . Chrift . 


■ 
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He  who  faved  and  exalted  the  Head,  will  alio  fave  and  exair 
the  members  ;  or,  as  St.  Paul  exprefleth  it.  “  If  the  fpirit  of 
•'  him  that  railed  up  Jefus  from  the  dead,  dwell  in  you  ;  he  that 
raifed  up  Chrift  from  the  dead,  ihall  alfo  quicken  your  mor- 
tal  bodies  by  his  Spirit  that  dwelleth  in  you.”  Kofn.  viii. 
11.  And  for  the  accomplilhment  of  this  glorious  falvation,  the 
falvation  of  his  church,  the  Redeemer  intercedcth,  in  the  re- 
maining  verfe  of  this  Pfalm. 

9.  Save  thy  people ,  and  blefs  thine  inheritance  ;  feed  them  alfc9 
and  lift  them  up  for  ever . 

Save  us,  O  Lord  Jefu,  from  our  fins ;  blefs  us,  O  thou  Son 
of  Abraham,  with  the  bleffing  of  righteoufnefs  ;  feed  us,  O  thou 
good  Shepherd  of  the  fheep;  and  lift  us  up  for  ever  from  the 
duff,  O  thou,  who  art  the  refurre&ion,  and  the  life  l 
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In  this  Pfalm,  the  prophet  1,  2.  calleth  the  kings  of  the  earth  to 
give  glory  to  Jehovah,  and  to  the  Voic<:  or  Word  of  his 
power  ;  the  effects  of  which,  in  the  world  and  in  the  church, 
are  mod:  magnificently  deferibed  ;  the  fame  things  being  true 
of  Thunder  and  Lightning  in  the  former,  and  of  the  Word 
of  God  in  the  latter;  as  each  of  them  is  fly  led,  the  “  Voice 
“  of  the  Lord  ;”  and  both  3,  4.  are  mighty  in  operation  ; 
both  5.  rend,  and  6,  7.  fiiake,  and  8.  pierce,  and  melt,  and 
9.  make  manifeft.  The  Pfalm  concludes  with  10.  an  acknow¬ 
ledgement  of  the  extent  and  Glory  of  God’s  kingdom,  and 
11.  a  promife  of  vi&ory  and  peace  through  him. 

1.  Give  unto  the  Lord,  0  ye  mighty,  give  unto  the  Lord  glo¬ 
ry  and  Jirength .  2.  Give  unto  the  Lord  the  glory  due  unto  his 

name  ;  worfhip  the  Lord  in  the  beauty  of  holinefs. 

The  prophet  addreffeth  hindelf  to  the  “  mighty”  ones  of  the 
earth,  exhorting  them  to  “  give”  God  the  “  glory,”  and  tu  fiib- 
mit  themfelves  to  the  kingdom  of  Meffiah  ;  to  honour  that  ho- 
3y  “  name,”  by  which  they  mult  be  faved  ;  to  bow  before  his 
altars,  “by  whom  kings  reign  ;”  and  to  call  down  their  crowns 
at  the  foot  of  the  eternal  throne. 

3.  The  voice  of  the  Lord  is  upon  ike  waters  ;  tlx  God  of  glo¬ 
ry  thunder eth  ;  the  Lord  is  upon  many  waters . 

The  reafon  why  the  mighty  are  exherted  to  ferve  Jehovah, 
is  becaufe  of  his  wondrous  works,  in  the  world,  and  in  the  church. 
By  the  “  voice,”  or  “word”  of  God,  the  “  waters”  were  dri¬ 
ven  down  into  the  deep,  and  forbidden  to  overflow  the  earth 
any  more  ;  by  the  voice  of  God,  the  tumultuous  and  raging  na¬ 
tions  fublided,  and  the  church  was  immoveably  fixed  upon  the 
xock  of  her  falvation ;  and  by  the  gofpel  of  the  “  God  of  glo- 
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“  ry,”  all  thofe  exleds  were  produced  in  the  hearts  of  men, 
.which  are  wrought  upon  terndrial  fubdances,  by  its  well  known 
and  moil  lignificant  emblem,  in  the  material  heavens. 

4.  The  mice  of  the  Lord  is  powerful ;  the  voice  of  the  Lord 
is  full  of  majejiy . 

Of  the  power  and  rnajedy  of  God’s  voice,  when  he  fpeaketh 
from  heaven  in  thunder,  few  hearts  are  inlenfible  ;  of  the  pow¬ 
er  and  majefty  of  his  voice,  when  he  fpoke  from  heaven  by  his 
Apoiiies,  thofe  “  fons  of”  the  fpiritual  “  thunder,”  the  world 
was  once  fully  fenfible  ;  O  may  the  evangelical  “  Boanerges” 
fo  caufe  the  glorious  found  of  the  Golpel  to  be  heard,  under  the 
whole  heaven,  that  the  w  orld  may  again  be  made  fenfible  there¬ 
of;  before  that  voice  of  the  Son  of  Man,  which  hath  fo  often 
called  Tinners  to  repentance,  (hall  call  them  to  judgment ! 

5.  The  voice  of  the  Lord  hreaketh  the  cedars  ;  yea ,  the  Lord 
hreaketh  the  cedars  of  Lihanus . 

The  force  of  lightning  is  known  to  rend  in  pieces  the  tailed 
and  droimeft  trees,  in  a  moment  ;  nor  is  the  word  of  God  lefs  ef- 
fedual  in  bringing  down  the  loftieft  pride,  and  rending  the  har¬ 
dest  heart  of  man,  by  the  Spirit  which  accompanieth  it.  Thus 
was  rue  perfecting  Saul  humbled  and  converted,  by  a  “  light” 
and  a  “  voice”  from  ‘  ‘  heaven  fo  that  indead  of  “  breathing 
<<  out  threatnings  and  daughters,”  he  alks,  like  a. meek  and  duti¬ 
ful  child,  “Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  metodo?”  Ads  ix.  1.  6. 

6.  He  maketh  them  alfo  to  fkip  like  a  calf ;  Libanm  and  Sirion 
like  a  young  unicorn. 

Thunder  not  only  demolifheth  the  cedars,  but  cc  fhaketh  the 
<c  mountains,”  on  wdiich  they  grow.  Thus  by  the  Gofpel,  “  e- 
u  very  mountain  and  hill  was  fliaken,  and  made  low  ;  every  high 

thing  which  exalted  itfelf  againil  the  knowledge  of  Chrid  was 
<(  cad  down,  and  brought  into  fubjedion.”  Ifa.  xl.  4.  2.  Cor.x. 

7.  The  voice  of  the  Lord  divideth  the  flames  of  fire. 

By  the  power  of  God,  the  “  dames  of  fire”  are  “  divided  ”and 
fent  abroad  from  the  clouds  upon  the  earth,  in  the  terrible  form 
of  lightning,  that  (harp  and  glittering  fword  of  the  Almighty, 
which  no  fubfhnce  can  withftand.  The  fame  power  of  God  go- 
eth  forth  by  his  word,  u  quick  and  powerful,  and  fharper  than 
i(  any  tw7o  edged  fword,”  penetrating,  melting,  enlightning  and 
indaming  the  hearts  of  men.  Ads  ii.  3.  Heb.  iv.  12. 

8  The  voice  of  the  Lord  fhaketh  the  wildernefs ;  the  Lord 
fhaketh  the  wildernefs  of  Kadejh . 

The  wildernefs  of  Kadefh  was  a  part  of  that  wildernefs  through 
which  the  1  Israelites  pafled,  in  their  way  to  Canaan.  See  Numb, 
xiii.  26.  Thunder  lhaketh  thofe  wide  extende  d  deferts,  as  well 
as  Libanon  and  Sirion,  mountains  of  Judea.  The  Golpel  was 
drd  preached  in  Paledine,  but  from  thence  it  went  forth  into  the 

Gentile  world,  that  dry,  barren,  and  defolate  “  wildernefs.”  The 
'  7  wildernefs 
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wildernefsis  yet  once  again  to  be  fhakenby  “  the  voice  of  Got!/ 
and  to  be  removed  for  ever,  that  paradife  may  ibcceed  in  its 
place. 

9.  The  voice  of  the  Lord  maketh  the  hinds  to  calve ,  or,  the 
oaks  to  tremble  *  and  dij cover eth  the  j or cjis  ;  and  in  bis  temple 
doth  every  one  /peak  of  his  glory . 

Storms  of  thunder  and  lightning,  attended  often  with  whirl¬ 
winds,  (trip  the  trees  of  their  leaves,  and  bark,  and  difclofe  the 
recedes  of  fore  Its.  It  is  by  the  “  word  of  God,”  that  the  hid- 
“den  things  of  darknefs  are  manifelled,”  and  the  “  counfels  of 
“  all  hearts  revealed  for  “all  things  are  naked  and  openedun- 
“  to  the  eyes  of  him,  with  whom  we  have  to  do.”  1  Lor.  iv.  g. 
Heb.  iv.  13.  For  thefe  his  marvellous  works,  in  the  natural  and 
fpiritual  world,  God  is  daily  “  glorified”  in  the  “church.” 

10.  The  Lord  ftteth  upon  the  flood :  yea  the  Lord  fit t eth  a 
King  for  ever . 

The  Lord  Jefus  fitteth  on  his  throne,  having  all  power  in  the 
difpenfations  of  nature  and  of  grace;  by  which,  as  he  checketh 
at  pleafure  the  rage  of  the  molt  boilterous  elements  in  the  for¬ 
mer,  fo,  with  the  fame  eafe,  hecontrolleth  the  fury  of  the  enemy 
and  oppredor  in  the  latter  ;  faying,  with  equal  authority,  in  both 
cafes,  Peace!  be  still! 

11.  The  Lord  will  give  Jlrength  unto  his  people;  the  Lord 
•will  blefs  his  people  with  peace . 

From  Jehovah,  whole  power  and  majefty  have  been  with  fo 
much  fublimity  difplayed  in  this  whole  Pfalm,  we  are  to  expert, 
through  faith  and  prayer,  “  ftrength”  to  overcome  our  enemies, 
whether  gholfly  or  bodily  ;  and  alfo  the  blelTing  of  “peace,” 
which  mult  be  the  fruit  of  victory.  Thou,  O  Chrilt,  art  the 
“  mighty  God ;”  and  therefore  thou  art  the  “ prince  of  peace.” 
If.  ix.  6. 

VI  DAY.  MORNING  PRAYER.  PSALM  XXX. 
ARGUMENT. 

1  j  .  -v 

In  this  Pfalm,  or  devout  hymn,  compofed  probably  by  David,  on 
his  reviliting  the  fan&uary,  after  a  joyful  recovery  from  fome 
dangerous  licknefs ;  he  1 — 3.  returneth  thanks  for  that  event ; 
and  4.  calleth  the  church  to  do  likewife,  5.  drawing  a  com¬ 
panion  between  temporary  fufferings,  and  eternal  rewards. 
6,  7.  He  defcribeth  his  former  profperity,  fucceeded  by  affiic- 
;  tiop,  with  8 — 10.  the  fupplications  poured  forth  to  the  Al- 

*  So  Bifiiop  Lowth  renders  the  claufe  in  his  Leisures.  Ariflotle,  Plutarch* 
and  Pliny,  as  cited  by  Mr.  Merrick,  mention  the  cafe  of  abortion  being  fome- 
times  caufed  among  cattle  by  thunder.  Whatever  terrifies  to  any  degree,  may 
certain  ly  produce  luch  an  efFedl  But  the  Biftiop’s  interpretation  is,  in  every 
refpedt,  the  moll  eligible.  The  evident  conne&ion  with  the  words  that  fol¬ 
low,— “  difcovereth  the  forefts/’— -forbids  us  to  doubt  of  its  being  right. 

mighty. 
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mighty,  in  the  day  of  his  diftrefs;  and  then  returneth  again, 

11.  to  celebrate  his  deliverance,  and  12.  to  glorify  God  for 

the  fame.  The  Pfalrn  is  finely  adapted  to  the  cafe  of  the  true 

David,  and  of  Chriflians,  his  difciples  and  followers. 

1.  1  will  extol  thee ,  0  Lord,  for  thou  haft  lifted  me  up,  lieb. 
drawn  me  cut ,  and  haft  not  made  my  foes  to  rejoice  over  me . 

Thefe  words,  if  originally  cornpofedand  uttered  by  king  David, 
on  occalion  of  ibme  temporal  mercy,  apply  in  a  far  more  empha- 
tical  and  beautiful  manner,  to  the  cafe  of  MefTiah,  fufrering  and 
'  riling  again,  as  well  as  to  that  of  his  church  and  people,  follow- 
ing  him,  both  in  his  fufferings  and  refur redtion  ;  when  we  fliall 
all  lift  up  our  voices,  and  ling,  together — “I  will  magnify  thee, 
cc  O  Lord,  for  thou  halt  lifted  me  up  land  halt  not  made  my  foes 
u  to  rejoice  o^Ter  me  !” 

2.  0  Lord,  my  God,  1  cried  unto  thee,  and  thou  haft  healed 
me. 

Deliverance  is  to  be  attained  by  “  prayer for  fo  David, 
and  fo  the  ion  of  David  obtained  it ;  the  former  was  “healed,” 
at  his  reftoration  to  health  and  (trength  ;  the  latter  at  the  refur- 
re&ion  ;  the  foul  is  healed  at  its  repentance  and  converfion  :  and 
the  body  will  hereafter  be  repaired,  beautified,  and  glorified, 
from  the  ruins  of  the  grave. 

3.  0  Lord,  thou  haft  brought  up  my  foul ,  or,  animal  frame, 
from  the  grave:  thou  haft  kept  me  alive,  that  I  fhould  not  go  down 
to  the  pit. 

The  refurredtion  of  David  was  a  figurative  one  ;  that  of 
Chrifl  was  a  real  one,  as  that  of  his  faints  will  be ;  fo  that  the 
Pfalrn  is  more  ffrictly  applicable  to  the  true,  than  it  ever  could 
have  been  to  the  typical  David.  The  latter  claufe  may  be  ren¬ 
dered — u  Thou  halt  quickened  me  from  among  them  that  go 
“down  to  the  pit  which  rendering  is  moft  agreeable  to  the 
former  part  of  the  verfe— “  Thou  haft  brought  up  my  frame 
“  from  the  grave. ” 

4  Sing  unto  the  Lord,  0  ye  faints  of  his,  and  give  thanks  at 
the  remembrance  of  his  holinefs,  or,  his  Holy  One . 

The  church  of  the  redeemed  is  called  upon  to  glorify  the  name 
of  God,  for  his  remembrance  of  “  the  king  of  faints,”  and  for 
the  accomplifhment  of  the  promife,  in  railing  him  from  tne  dead. 

c.  For  his  anger  endureth  but  a  moment :  in  his  favour  is  life  : 
weeping  may  endure  for  a  night,  but  joy  cometh  in  the  morning . 

This  is  a  moil  beautiful  and  affedling  image  of  the  lufferings 
and  exaltation  of  Chrilt ;  of  the  forrows  and  joys  of  a  penitent : 
of  the  miferies  of  time,  and  the  glories  of  eternity  ;  of  the  night 
of  death,  and  the  morning  of  therelurredfion. 

6.  And  in  my  prosperity  I J did,  1  Jhall  never  be  moved*  7 • 
Lord,  by  thy  favour  thou  haft  made  my  mountain  to  Jiand Jirong : 
thou  didft  hide  thy  face,  and  1  was  troubled. 

David, 


( 
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David,  after  his  fuccefs  againft  Goliah,  and  Chrift,  upon  his 
triumphant  entry  into  Jerufalem,  were  nailed  by  the  acclamati¬ 
ons  and  hofannas  of  the  people,  as  the  Chriftian  may  fometimes 
meet  with  the  applaufes  of  the  world,  and  be  led  to  think  him- 
felf  eftablifhed  in  profperity.  But  other  troubles  awaited  David  ; 
and  the  blefled  Jefus  was  nailed  to  the  ciofs.  Let  not  tlm  dif- 
ciple  exped  to  be  above  his  matter  ,  nor  in  the  feafon  of  light  and 
joy,  negled  to  prepare  for  the  approaching  days  of  forrow  and 

darknefs. 

8.  I  cried  unto  thee ,  0  Lord,  and  unto  the  Lord  1  made  fup- 
pli cation.  9,  What  profit  is  there  in  my  blood ,  when  I  go  down  to 
the  pit?  Shall  the  duji  praife  thee?  Shall  it  declare  thy  truth  ?  10. 
Hear ,  0  Lord,  and  have  mercy  upon  me ;  Lord,  be  thou  my 
helper . 

Thefe  are  fome  of  “  the  ftrong  cryings  and  Applications,” 
which  the  true  David  poured  forth,  while  under  the  cloud  of 
his  paffion  ;  and  which  are  to  be  poured  forth  by  us,  when  con¬ 
formed  to  his  image,  in  buffering  afflidion.  The  argument, 
here  ufed  is  a  very  powerful  one,  namely,  the  neceflity  of  a  re- 
furredion  from  the  grave,  that  man  may  be  faved,  and  God 
glorified.  The  dead  cannot  praife,  or  ferve  God.  1  hey  mutt 
live  again  for  this  purpofe ;  and  for  this  purpofe  it  is,  that  we 
/hould  defire  to  live,  whether  it  be  in  the  prefent  world,  or 
that  which  is  to  come. 

1  o.  Thou  haft  turned  for  me  my  mourning  into  dancing  ;  thou 
haft  put  off'  rny  fackcloth ,  and  girded  me  with  gladnefis . 

This  might  be  true  of  David,  delivered  from  his  calamity  ; 
it  was  true  of  Chritt,  srifing  from  the  tomb,  to  die  no  more;  it 
is  true  of  the  penitent,  exchanging  his  fackcloth  for  the  gar¬ 
ments  of  falvation ;  and  it  will  be  verified  in  us  ail,  at  the  latt 
day,  when  we  (hall  put  off  the  dillionours  of  the  grave,  to  mine 
in  glory  everlafting. 

12.  To  the  end  that  my  glory  may  fing  praije  to  theey  and  not 
be  filent  :  0  Lord  my  God,  1  will  give  thanks  unto  thee  for  ever. 

The  end  of  Ch rift’s  refurredion,  of  the  lalvation  of  the 
fouls  of  the  faithful,  and  the  refurredion  of  their  bodies,  is  one 
and  the  fame,  namely,  the  glory  of  God,  who  is  the  author  ol 
every  kind  of  deliverance  ;  whofe  praife  ihould,  therefore,  be  re¬ 
founded  by  the  grateful  tongues  of  the  redeemed,  from  generation 
to  generation  ;  as  the  tongue  then  becometh  the  ‘‘glory”  of  man 
when  it  is  employed  in  letting  forth  the  glory  of  God. 

PS  AL  M  XXXI. 
ARGUMENT. 

In  this  Pfalm,  ver.  5th  of  which  was  pronounced  by  our  Lord., 

when  expiring  on  the  carols.  we  the  true  David,  like 

his 


\ 
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his  representative  of  old,  1 — 6.  fupplicating  for  deliverance; 
7,  8.  rejoicing  in  the  divine  favour  and  affiftance;  9— 13, 
defcribing  his  afflicted  and  forlorn  ftate;  14 — 18.  returning 
again  to  his  prayers;  19 — 22.  celebrating  the  mercies  of 
God  to  the  children  of  Adam;  and  23,  24.  exhorting  his 
faints  to  courage  and  perfeverance,  under  their  troubles  in 
the  world. 

1.  In  thee ,  0  Lord,  do  I  put  my  trujl ,  let  me  never  he  ajham* 
ed  :  deliver  me  in  thy  right eoufnefs . 

God  is  faithful  and  juft,  to  fave  thofe,  who,  in  time  of  trou¬ 
ble,  renouncing  all  dependence  on  themlelves  and  the  creature, 
“  put  their  trull”  only  in  his  mercy.  His  honour  is  engaged 
by  his  promile,  not  to  let  fuch  be  “  afhamed”  of  their  confi¬ 
dence. 

2.  Bow  down  thine  ear  to  me ,  deliver  me  fpeedily  :  be  thou  my 
Jtrong  rocky  for  an  houfe  0}  defence  to  fave  me. 

The  Chriftian,  like  his  blefled  Mafter,  is  “  befiegecf”  by  ma- 
nv  and  powerful  enemies,  infomuch  that,  notwithftanding  all 
human  precautions,  “  unlefs  Jehovah  keep  the  city,  the  watch- 
“  man  waketh  in  vain.”  Who,  in  fuch  circumftances,  would 
not  pray  for  “  fpeedy”  deliverance? 

3 .  For  thou  art  my  rock  and  my  fortrefs  :  therefore  for  thy 
name  fake  lead  me ,  and  guide  me. 

God  will  be  the  “  rock”  and  “  fortrefs”  of  thofe  who  efteem 
him  as  fuch  ;  and  after  having  been  fo,  through  all  the  dangers 
and  difficulties  of  life,  he  will  “lead”  and  “guide”  them  to  the 
realms  of  peace  and  reft,  for  the  fake  of  that  “name”  which 
implieth  falvation. 

4.  Pull  me  out  of  that  net  which  they  have  laid  privily  for  me  : 
for  thou  art  my  ftrength. 

As  David  prayed  for  an  efcape  from  the  fecret  confpiracies 
that  were  entered  into  againft  him,  fo  did  Chrift  pray  for  deli¬ 
verance  from  the  fnares  of  death  ;  and  fo  doth  the  Chriftian  pray 
to  be  extricated  from  the  toils  both  of  fin  and  death. 

5.  Into  thine  hand  I  commend  my  fpirit ;  thou  haft  redeemed 
me,  0  Lord,  thou  God  of  truth . 

David,  in  his  diftreffes,  might  by  thefe  words  exprefs  his  re* 
fignation  of  himfelf  and  his  affairs  into  the  hands  of  God  ;  but 
it  is  certain,  that  Chrift  adlually  did  expire  upon  the  crofs,  with 
the  former  part  of  this  verfe  in  his  mouth.  Luke  xxiii.  46. 
Nor  is  there  any  impropriety  in  the  application  of  the  latter 
part  to  him  ;  fince,  as  man,  the  furety  and  reprefentative  of  our 
nature,  he  was  “  redeemed”  from  the  power  of  the  enemy,  by 
“  the  God  of  truth”  accomplifhing  his  promifes. 

6.  I  have  haled  them  that  regard  lying  vanities:  but  I  trujl  in 
the  Lord. 

They  may  hope  for  redemption,  who  fo  <(  truft  in  God,”  as 
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to  truft  in  nothing;  befide  him  ;  for  all  elfe  is  u  vanity,”  and  will 
deceive. 

7.  1  will  he  glad  and  rejoice  in  thy  mercy  ;  for  thou  haft  con - 
Jidered  my  trouble  :  and  hajl  known  my  foul  in  adver flies  ;  3. 
And  haft  not  (hut  me  up  into  the  hand  of  the  enemy  ;  thou  haft 
Jet  my  feet  in  a  large  room. 

The  confiderations  that  make  the  foul  “  chearful,”  in  the  hour 
ofafflitflion,  are,  that  God  is  merciful ;  that  as  he  is  not  ignorant, 
fo  neither  is  he  unmindful  of  our  troubles  ;  that  lie  is  a  friend, 
who  “  knows”  us  in  adverfity,  no  lefs  than  in  profperity  ;  that 
he  hath  not  fubje&ed  us  to  the  neceffity  of  being  overcome  by 
our  fpiritual  enemies ;  but  hath,  “  with  the  temptation,  made  a 
“  way  for  us  to  efcape.” 

9.  Have  mercy  upon  me,  0  Lord,  for  1  am  in  trouble  :  mine 
eye  is  confumed  with  grief,  yea  my  foul  or,  animal  frame ,  and  my 
belly. 

Upon  the  ftrength  of  the  foregoing  confiderations,  fupplica- 
tion  is  here  made  for  deliverance  from  troubles,  which  wafted 
the  eyes  with  weeping,  and  exhaufted  the  ftrength  and  vigour 
of  the  frame.  Such  were  the  troubles  of  David,  and,  more  em¬ 
phatically,  thofe  of  Chrift  :  and  (ickuefs  and  lbrrovv  will  one 
day  teach  us  all  to  ufe  the  fame  expreflions. 

10.  For  my  life  is  j pent  with  grief ,  and  my  years  with  ftghing  : 
my  ftrength  faileth  becaufe  of  mine  iniquity,  and  my  bones  are  con- 
fumed. 

Do  we  not,  in  thefe  wrords,  hear  the  voice  of  the  cc  man  of 
<e  forrows,  fuffering,  not  indeed  for  his  own  iniquity,”  but  for 
ours,  of  which,  he  frequently,  in  the  Pfalms,  fpeaks,  as  if  it  were 
his  own?  If  fin  was  punifhed  in  the  innocent  Lamb  of  God,  let 
us  not  expeft  that  it  fhonld  be  unpunilhed  in  us,  unlefs  we  re¬ 
pent;  and  let  our  punifhmeuc  never  fail  to  remind  us  of  our 
guilt. 

11.  1  was  a  reproach  among  all  mine  enemies,  hut  efpe dally  a- 
mong  my  neighbours,  and  a  fear  to  mine  acquaintance ;  they  that 
did  fee  me  without ,  fled  from  me. 

Thefe  particulars  were  never  more  applicable  to  David,  than 
they  were  to  the  Son  of  David,  when  his  acquaintance,  at  be¬ 
holding  him  reviled  by  his  enemies,  were  terrified  from  attend¬ 
ing  him,  and  when  “  all  the  dilciples  forfook  him,  and  fled.” 
The  fame  things  are  often  too  true  of  the  faith  and  the  church. 
They  are  true  likewife  of  every  man,  when  he  fuffers  the  dif- 
honours  of  the  laft  enemy,  death;  when  he  is  u  a  fear”  to  his 
deareft  friends,  and  they  are  obliged  to  forfake  him. 

12.  I  am  forgotten  as  a  dead  man  out  of  mind  ;  I  am  like  a 
broken  vejfel. 

This  was  literally  the  cafe  of  Chrift,  when  laid  in  the  fepul- 
chre;  and  efteemed  no  longer  the  objeft  of  hope  by  his  friends, 
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tor  of  fgar  by  his  enemies.  That  he  fiiould  be  fo  u  forgotten,” 
while  dead,  is  lefs  wonderful,  than  that  this  fhould  have  happen¬ 
ed  iince  his  glorious  refurrecfion,  and  afcenfion  into  heaven. 

13.  For  1  have  heard  the  (lander  of  many ,  fear  was  on  every 

fide ,  while  they  took  counfel  together  again] l  me  they  devifed  to  take 
away  my  life,  r 

The  ilander  of  Shimei,  and  the  council  of  Ahitophel  againft 
king  David,  direcl  us  to  the  flanders  of  the  Jews,  and  the  coun- 
fels  of  Judas  and  the  Sanhedrim  againft  the  beloved  Son  of 
God,  who,  in  his  church,  will  be  persecuted  in  like  manner,  by 
the  ungodly,  to  the  world’s  end. 

14.  But  1  trufted  in  thee,  0  Lord  :  1  faid,  thou  art  my  Cod, 

15.  My  times  are  in  thy  hand  ;  deliver  me  from  the  hand  of  mine 
enemies,  and  from  them  that  persecute  me,  16.  Make  thy  face  to 
jhine  upon  thy  fervant  :  fave  me  for  thy  mercies  fake. 

In  all  our  affhdions,  after  the  example  of  the  typical,  and  of 
the  true  David,  we  are  to  have  recourle  to  the  prayer  of  faith ; 
we  are  to  confider,  that  Jehovah  is  our  God  and  Saviour  ;  that 
the  times  and  the  feafons  of  profperity  and  adverfity,  of  life  and 
death,  are  in  his  hand  ;  and  therefore  on  him  vve  are  to  wait, 
till  the  day  of  mercy  fhall  dawn,  and  the  lhadows  fiy  away. 

17.  Let  me  not  be  ajhamed,  0  Lord,  for  1  have  called  upon 
thee  ;  let  the  wicked  be  cfhamedy  and  let  them  be  Jilent  in  the  gr#ve, 
18.  Let  the  lying  lips  be  put  to  flence  ;  which  [peak grievous  things 
proudly  and  contemptuoufly  againf  the  righteous, 

Ahitophel,  for  his  treafon  againft  David  ;  and  Judas,  for  his 
treachery  againft  Chrift,  felt  the  force  of  this  prophetical  impre¬ 
cation,  or  prediction,  which  will  alio,  one  day,  take  its  full  ef¬ 
fect,  in  the  confufion  of  all  impenitent  calumniators  and  trai- 
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tors. 

ip.  0  how  great  is  thy  goodnefs,  which  thou  haft  laid  up  for 
them  that  fear  thee :  which  thou  haft  wrought  for  them  that  truft 
hi  thee,  before  the  fons  of  men .  c 

Peace  of  confcience,  the  comforts  of  the  Spirit,  and  the  hope 
of  future  glory,  will  teach  the  foul,  even  in  the  darkeft  night  of 
afHi&ion,  to  break  forth  into  this  exulting  ftrain  of  gratitude  and 
praife,  for  the  bleOings  experienced  by  thofe  who  confefs  their 
Saviour  before  men. 

20.  Thou  fhalt  hide  them  in  the  fecret  of  thy  prefence  from  the 
pri'de,  Heb.  conspiracies  of  men;  thou  fhalt  keep  them  fecretly  in 
a  pavilion  from,  the  J l  rife  of  tongues. 

In  times  of  contention  and  perfecution,  there  is  a  refuge  for 
the  faithful  in  “  the  tabernacle  of  David,”  which  is  the  myftical 
body  of  Chrift,  inhabited  by  the  prefence  of  God.  In  this  fa- 
cred  “  pavilion,”  they  enjoy  the  pleafures  of  contemplation  and 
devotion,  regard  lefs  of  the  diftant  tumult  and  confufion  of  the 
world.  L ' 
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21.  Bleffed  be  the  Lord  ;  for  he  hath  /hewed  me  marvellous 
kindnefs  in  a  firong  city . 

The  man  Chrilt,  and  the  church  with  him,  like  David  of  old. 

*  *  * 

here  rejoice  in  the  prote&ion  and  faving  power  of  God,  iri  the 
fame  manner  as  in  Ifai.  xxvi.  1.  u  VV e  have  a  ftrongcity  ;  fal- 
“vation  will  God  appoint  for  walls  and  bulwarks. ” 

22.  For  1  [aid  in  my  hafle ,  1  am  cut  off from  before  thine  eyes ; 
neverthelefs ,  thou  hear  deft  the  voice  of  my  Jupplicationsy  when  I  cri? 
ed  unto  thee. 

Whoever  (hall  confider  the  troubles  of  the  beloved  Son  of  God, 
bereaved  fora  feafon  of  the  light  of  heaven,  only  that  it  might  af¬ 
terwards  arife  upon  him  with  a  greater  lultre,  will  be  taught  ne¬ 
ver  to  faint  under  the  chaftifement  of  the  Lord  ;  fince  the  dark- 
nefs  of  the  night  argues  the  approaching  dawn  of  the  day. 

23.  0  love  the  Lord,  all  ye  his  faints  :  for  the  Lord  prefirv - 
eth  the  faithfuly  and  plentifully  rewardeth  the  proud  doer .  24.  Be 
of  good  courage ,  and  he  Jhall  flrengthen  your  heart ,  all  ye  that 
hope  in  the  Lord. 

The  exportation  is  raifed  from  the  confideration  of  the  deliver¬ 
ance  of  Chritt,  wrh  the  dedrudion  of  his  enemies ;  which  ought 
to  ftrengthen  and  comfort  the  hearts  of  believers,  under  all  their 
afflictions  here  below;  that  lo,  after  having  differed  courageoufly 
with  their  Matter^  they  may  triumphantly  enter  into  his  joy  and 
glory. 
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ARGUMENT. 


In  this  Pfalm,  which  is  the  fecond  of  thofe  Ifyled  penitential,  Da¬ 
vid,  as  a  model  of  true  repentance,  1,  2  extolleth  the  blelfed- 
nefs  of  thofe  whofe  fins  are  forgiven  them  ;  3,  4.  defcribeth 
the  torment  endured  by  him,  before  he  confefled  his  fin  ;  and 
5-  goodnels  of  God  in  pardoning  it,  w  hen  confelTed  ;  6.  he 
foretelleth  that  others,  after  his  example,  Ihould  obtain  the 
like  mercy  ;  7.  declareth  his  hope  and  confidence  in  his  God  ; 
who  8.  is  introduced,  promifing  wifdom  and  grace  to  the 
penitent;  9,  10.  finners  are  warned  againft  obltinacy ;  and 
11.  the  righteous  exhorted  to  rejoice  in  God  their  Saviour. 

1.  Bleffed  is  he  whole  tranfgrefflon  is  forgiven ,  whofe  fin  is 
covered.  2.  Bleffed  is  the  man  unto  whom  the  Lord  imputeth 
not  iniquity ,  and  in  whofe  fpirit  there  is  no  guile . 

As  the  fick  man  is  eloquent  in  the  praife  of  health,  lb  the 
fanner  beginueth  this  his  confelfion  of  fin  with  an  encomium 
on  righteoufnefs,  longing  earneltly  to  be  made  a  partaker  of 
the  evangelical  blefTeduefs to  be  delivered  from  the  guilt 
and  the  power  of  fin  ;  to  be  pardoned  and  fanftified,  through  faith 
which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus.  See  Rpm.  iv.  6.  - 

2.  When 
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3.  When  I  kept  Jilence ,  my  hones  waxed  old ,  through  my  roar¬ 
ing  all  the  day  long. 

In  oppofition  10  the  bleflednefs  above-mentioned,  the  penitent 
now  proceeds  to  declare  his  own  wretched  eftate,  occafioned  by 
his  “  keeping  filence,”  or  not  confeftmg  his  fin,  which  therefore 
rankled  and  fettered  inwardly,  occafioning  torment  inexprelFible. 
The  diforders  of  the  mind,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  body,  thould  be 
communicated  to  perfons  Ikilful  in  afibagingand  removing  them. 
Many  might  thereby  be  faved  from  the  horrible  crime  of  lelf  mur¬ 
der,  w  hich  is  generally  committed  in  agonies  of  folitary  remorfe 
and  defpair. 

4.  For  day  and  night  thy  hand  was  heavy  upon  me  :  my  moiflure 
is  turned  into  the  drought  of  Jumraer. 

Outward  calamities,  and  inward  pangs  of  confcience,  are  the 
ftrokes  of  God’s  hand,  defigned  to  humble  the  Pinner,  and  lead 
him  to  corifeflion  ;  and  in  the  infliction  of  thefe,  fuch  feverity 
is  fometirnes  neceflary,  that  the  patient  is  brought  to  death’s  door, 
before  a  turn  can  be  given  to  the  difeale  ;  but  the  pain  of  a  blow 
upon  an  ulcerated  part,  however  exquiflte,  is  well  compenfated 
for,  if,  by  promoting  a  difcharge,  it  effedta  cure. 

7  acknowledged  my  fn  unto  thee ,  and  mine  iniquity  have  1  not 
hid:  1  faid7  I  will  confefs  my  tranfgrejjions  unto  the  Lord;  and 
thou  for  gave f}  the  iniquity  of  my  fin . 

What  is  this,  but  the  Gofpel  itfelf— “  If  we  confefs  our  fins* 
“he  is  faithful  and  juft  to  forgive  us  our  fins.”  i  John  i.  9. 
And  thus  it  happened,  in  one  cafe,  to  David,  who  hadnofooner 
confefled  his  Pin  to  the  prophet  Nathan,  but  an  anfwer  of  peace 
was  inftantly  vouchfafed— u  The  Lord  hath  put  away  thy  fin.” 
•2  Sam.xii.  13.  Were  angels  todefcend  from  heaven,  to  com¬ 
fort  the  dejecfted  fpirit  of  a  {inner,  they  could  fay  nothing  more 
effeauaJ  for  the  purpofe,  than  what  is  faid  in  this  verfe  of  our 
Pfalm.  But  pra<ftice  will  be  thebeft  comment  upon  it. 

6.  For  this  Jhall  every  one  that  is  godly  pray  unto  thee  in  a  time 
when  thou  may  eft  be  found  :  furely  in  the  floods  of  great  waters 

they  Jhall  not  come  nigh  unto  him. 

Encouraged,  by  this  example  and  declaration  of  David,  to 
hope  for  mercy,  on  confefhen  of  fin,  it  is  here  foretold,  that 
humble  penitents  {hall  he  led  to  make  their  prayer  unto  God  in 
the  acceptable  time,  and  in  the  day  of  falvation,  while  he  “  may 
“  be  found  that  fo  they  may  be  forgiven,  and  preferved  from 
great  and  overwhelming  calamities  ;  from  the  tears  of  death, 
and  the  terrors  of  judgment. 

7.  Thou  art  my  hiding  place ,  thou  J halt  preferve  me  from  trou¬ 
ble:  thou  fnalt  compajs  me  about  with  fongs  of  deliverance. 

The  penitent,  happily  returned  to  the  houfe  of  his  heavenly 

Father,  now- efteemeth  himfelf  fafe  under  his  protection  ;  and 

refteth’in  full  affurance  that  all  his  forrows  ihall  one  day  be 

turned 
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turned  into  joy,  through  the  redemption  which  is  in  Chrilt 
Jefus. 

8.  I  will  inftrufi  thee ,  and  teach  thee  hi  the  way  in  which  thou 
J halt  g 0  :  1  will  guide  thee  with  mine  eye . 

The  Bedeerner  is  here  introduced,  returning  an  atilwcr  to 
the  penitent’s  declarations  of  his  humility,  and  faith;  promilmg 
«  iuftruCtion”  in  that  wifdom  which  every  man  wants,  who 
continues  in  fin,  together  with  the  direction  of  the  Spirit  in 
the  way  of  righteoufnefs,  and  the  fuperintendance  of  his  watch¬ 
ful  care.  Man  cannot  prevent  evils,  becaufe  he  cannot  fore¬ 
fee  them.  “  Next  therefore  to  the  protecting  power  of  God’s 
“  Wing,  is  the  fecuring  profpeCt  of  his  Eye,”  faith  Dr.  South. 

9.  Be  ye  not  as  the  horfe ,  or,  as  the  mule ,  which  have  no  un¬ 
der  (landing  :  whofe  mouth  muft  he  held  in  with  hit  and  bridle ,  lejl 
they  come  near  unto  thee . 

The  perfon  fpeaking  in  the  former  verfe,  or  the  prophet 
himfelf,  exhorts  finners  to  repent,  at  the  invitation  and  .  encou¬ 
ragement  afforded  them  ;  and  not  to  continue,  like  brutes, 
fierce,  obffinate,  and  fenfelefs,  until,  like  them,  they  muff  be 
tamed  and  managed  by  force,  and  the  fe verity  of  difcipline. 

10.  Many  forrows  fhall  be  to  the  wicked ;  but  he  that  trujleth 
in  the  Lord,  mercy  Jhall  compafs  him  about . 

They  who  are  not  to  be  reformed  by  gentler  methods, 
muft  learn  righteoufnefs  under  the  rod  of  affliction,  in  the 
fchool  of  the  crofs :  and  happy  are  they,  if  their  “  forrows” 
may  fo  turn  to  their  advantage.  But  happier  arc  thofe,  who, 
led  by  the  goodnefs  of  God  to  repentance  and  faith,  enjoy  the 
light  and  protection  of  “  mercy”. 

ii.  Be  glad  in  the  Lord,  and  rejoice  ye  righteous  .*  and  front 
for  joy ,  all  ye  that  are  upright  in  heart.* 

In  the  beginning  of  the  Pfalm,  the  penitent,  fmitten  with  a 
fenfe  of  his  wretchednefs  on  account  of  his  fins,  extolleth  the 
bleflednefs  of  the  righteous ;  he  now  again  doth  the  fame, 
through  a  joyful  fenfe  of  his  pardon,  and  reftoration  to  that 
happy  ftate.  Let  us  “  rejoice,”  O  Lord  Jefu;  but  let  us  “  re- 
“  joice  in  thee,”  and  in  thy  falvation ;  fo  fhall  we  rejoice  indeed  1 

PSALM  XXXIII. 
ARGUMENT. 

%* .  t  -  G;  .  >  t .  1 .  -  ,  ,  . 

In  this  Pfalm,  the  prophet  1 — 3.  exhort  eth  the  faithful  to  a 

fpiritual  and  holy  joy  in  their  God,  whom  they  are  to  praife 

*  Biftiop  Lowth  is  of  opinion,  this  verfe  Ihould  be  the  firft  of  the  enfuing 
Pfalm,  the  repetition  being  in  the  very  ftile  and  manner  of  the  Hebrews,  and 
the  words  repeated  and  varied  with  the  greatell  art  and  elegance.  “  Be  glad 
<£  in  the  Lord,  and  rejoice,  ye  righteous;  and  Ihout  for  joy,  ah  ye  that  are 
“upright  in  heart — Rejoice  in  the  Lord,  O  ye  righteous  ;  for  praife  is  come- 
*  ly  for  the  up  right/’  See  Merrick's  Annotations. 
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4,  5.  for  his  truth,  righteoufnefs  and  mercy;  6 — for  his 
power,  Id i relayed  in  the  works  of  creation;  10 — 19.  for  the 
wiicioiu  of  his  providence,  and  the  care  he  hath  of  his  peo¬ 
ple.  20,  21.  The  righteous,  in  anfwer  to  the  exhortation, 
declare  their  joy  and  confidence  in  God  their  Saviour,  and 
22.  prefer  a  petition  for  his  manifeffation. 
t.  Rejoice  in  the  Lord,  0  ye  righteous ,  for  praife  is  comely  for 
the  upright. 

God,  and  not  the  world,  is  the  fountain  of  tc  joy  which 
fiuners  talk  of,  but  the  righteous  only  pofTefs.  u  Rejoice  in 
“  the  Lord  always,  and  again  T  fay,  rejoice.”  Philip,  iv.  4. 

2.  Praife  the  Lord  with  harp  :  frig  unto  him  with  pjaltery}  and 
an  iriflrnment  of  ten  f -rings. 

iVufic,  both  vocal  and  irflrumental,  is  of  eminent  ufe  in  bet¬ 
ting  forth  the  praifes  of  God;  but  there  is  no  inffrument  like 
the  rational  foul,  and  no  melody  like  that  of  well-timed  affe&i- 
ons.  When  this  mufic  accompanies  the  other,  the  facred  har* 
mony  of  the  church  is  complete. 

3.  Sing  unto  him  a  new  Jong,  play  f hi  fully  with  a  loud  noife. 

“  (  Id  th  ngs  are  palled  away,”  and  the  ideas  of  a  Chriftian 
are  to  he  transferred  from  the  old  world,  and  the  old  dilpen- 
fation,  to  the  u  new;”  llnce,  under  the  Gofpel,  “  all  things 
iC  are  become  new/’  and  all  men  ought  to  become  fo.  Rev. 
xxi.  1,  5.  Abilities  of  every  kind  are  never  lo  well  employed, 
as  in  the  fervice  of  him  who  giveth  them. 

4.  For  the  word  of  the  Lord  is  right :  and  all  hU  works  arc 
done  in  truth . 

God  is  to  be  praifed  for  his  word,  and  his  works;  for  his 
rectitude  in  the  one,  and  his  truth  in  the  other;  for  his  faith¬ 
ful  nets  in  accomplifhing  by  the  latter,  what  his  goodnels  had 
promifed  in  the  former.  The  lenfe  will  be  the  fame,  if  we 
fuppofe  that  by  the  u  word  of  the  Lord”  is  meant  the  perfonal 
v/ord,  or  the  Son  of  God,  all  whofe  “  works”  wrought  for 
the  lalvation  of  men,  “are  done  in  truth,”  as  witneffed  by  the 
law  and  the  prophets. 

5..  He  loveth  righteoufnefs  and  judgment  :  the  earth  is  full  of 
the  goodntfs,  Heb.  mercy  of  the  Lord. 

“  Juilice,”  is  an  attribute  infeparable  from  God  ;  and  what 
deferves  the  praifes  of  man,  asit  excites  the  admiration  of  angels, 
is,  that,  without  facrificing  this  formidable  attribute,  he  hath 
contrived  to  fill  and  overflow  the  earth  with  his  “mercy.” 

6.  By  the  word  of  the  Lord  were  the  heavens  made  ;  and  all 
the  hoft  of  them  by  the  breath ,  or,  fpirit  of  his  mouth. 

It  is  true,  that  the  world  was  created  by  the  “  word,”  or 
tc  fiat”  of  God,  which  may  be  here  deferibed,  after  the  manner 
of  men,  as  formed  by  “  the  breath  of  his  mouth.”  It  is  alfo 

true,  that  by  the  inftru  mentality  of  the  eternal  W oRD,  and  the 
,,  7  eternal 
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eternal  spirit,  the  whole  heavens  and  earth  were  made;  as 
alio  the  new  heavens  and  earth,  which  fhall  fucceed  them.  Glo¬ 
ry  is  due  from  man  to  God,  the  Father,  the  Word,  and  the 
Holy  Spirit.  ;; 

7.  He  gather eth  the  waters  of  the  fea  together ,  as  an  heap  :  he 
layeth  up  the  depth  in  /tore  houfes . 

The  next  inftance  of  divine  power  and  goodnefs,  for  which 
we  are  here  excited  to  be  thankful,  is  that  of  laying  up  the  wa¬ 
ters,  which  originally  covered  the  face  of  the  earth,  in  Lhe  great 
deep  beneath.  And  let  us  refled:,  that,  by  the  lame  divine  pow¬ 
er  and  goodnefs,  a  deluge  of  wickednefs  and  violence  is  prevent¬ 
ed  from  overwhelming  the  faith  and  the  church. 

8.  Let  all  the  earth  fear  the  Lord  :  let  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  world  ft  and  in  awe  of  him:  9.  For  he  fpake ,  and  it  was  done  ; 
he  commanded  and  it  flood  fa  ft. 

He  who  made  all  things,  who  preferves  all  things,  and  can 
in  a  moment  deflroy  all  things,  is  the  proper  objed  of  our  “  tear 
-and  that  we  fear  him  fo  little,  is  a  molt  convincing  proof  of  ihe 
corruption  and  blindnefs  of  our  hearts. 

10.  The  Lord  hringeth  the  counfel  of  the  heathen  to  naught  : 
he  maketh  the  devices  of  the  people  of  none  effedl.  11.  The  coun- 
fel  of  the  Lord  Jlandeth  for  ever  :  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  to  all 
generations . 

1  he  wifdom  of  God’s  providence  is  not  lefs  worthy  of  adora¬ 
tion,  than  the  power  of  his  might.  By  this  wifdbm,  the  “coun- 

iels”  of  Hates  and  empires  are  either  direded  to  the  accompli  lh- 
ment  of  the  great  counfel  of  heaven;  or,  if  they. attempt  to 
thwart  it,  are  b.lafted,  and  “  brought  to  nothing.”  Hiftory  will 
force  all,  who  read  it  with  this  view,  to  acknowledge  thus  much. 
And  with  this  view,  indeed,  it  fhouhl  always  be  read. 

12.  Bleffed  is  the  nation  whofe  God  is  the  Lord  ;  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  whom  he  hath  chofen  for  his  own  inheritance . 

The  foregoing  conflderations  of  the  rigliteoufnefs,  truth, 
mercy,  power,  and  w'ifdom  of  Jehovah,  naturally  lunged:  a  re- 
fledion  on  the  “  bleflednefs”  of  the  church,  in  whole  caufe  all 
thofe  attributes  are,  by  the  covenant  of  grace,  engaged  and  ex- 
erciied.  But  who  now  eiteems  this  bleffed nefs  as  u  delerves  ? 

1 3*  Fhe  Lord  looketh  from  heaven:  he  beholdeth  a! I  the  fms 
of  men.  14.  From  the  place  of  his  habitation  he  looketh  upon  all 
tne  inhabitants  of  the  earth.  1 5.  He  fafhioneth  their  hearts  alike  : 
he  confidereih  all  their  works. 

How  great  mud  be  the  advantage  of  living  in  his  favour,  and 
un  er  his  procedion,  who,  from  the  watch  tower  of  his  eternal 
ttiron^,  beholdeth,  diredeth,  and  controlled!  at  plealure,  noton- 
y  ti  e  adions  and  the  words,  but  the  very  thoughts  and  imao-i- 
nations  of  all  t!ie  inhabitants  of  the  earth  !  For, ° this  being  the 
cale,  it  is  moil  certain  that  .  ...  *  .  b 

1 6.  There 
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16.  There  is  no  king  faved  by  the  multitude  of  an  hofl :  a  migh¬ 
ty  man  is  not  delivered  by  much  Jlrength .  17.  An  horfe  is  a  vain 
thing  for  fafety  :  neither  j hall  he  deliver  any  by  his  great  Jlrength . 

All  the  power  in  the  world  is  lefs  than  nothing,  if  brought 
into  the  held  againfl  that  of  God  ;  fo  that  the  fate  of  every  bat¬ 
tle  will  depend  upon  the  fide  which  he  lhall  pleafe  to  take,  who 
is  equally  able  to  confound  the  many  and  the  mighty,  and  to  give 
victory  to  the  weak  and  the  few.  The  fame  is  true  of  that  fpi- 
ritual  warfare,  in  which  we  are  all  engaged. 

1 8.  Behold  the  eye  of  the  Lord  is  upon  them  that  fear  him ; 
upon  them  that  hope  in  his  mercy :  19.  To  deliver  their  foul  from 
death ,  and  to  keep  them  alive  in  famine . 

The  ever  waking  eye  of  providence,  which  looketh  on  all, 
looketh  with  favour  and  loving  kindnefs  on  fuch  as  “  fear7’  God 
without  defpondency,  and  “  hope77  in  him  without  preemption  : 
their  bodies  are  often  wonderfully  preferved  in  times  of  danger 
and  w’ant  ;  but,  what  is  of  far  greater  confequence,  their  fouls 
are  faved  from  fpiritual  and  everlafting  death,  and  ncurifhed,  in 
the  wildernefs,  with  the  bread  of  heaven. 

20.  Our  foul  waiteth  for  the  Lord  :  he  is  our  help  and  otir 
Jhield.  2 1 .  For  our  heart  fball  rejoice  in  him  ;  becauf  e  we  have 
trufled  in  his  holy  name . 

In  anfwer  to  the  foregoing  exhortation,  the  “ righteous77  are 
here  introduced,  declaring  their  fixed  refolution  to  perfevere  in 
faith  and  patience,  u  waiting77  for  the  coming  of  their  Lord 
and  Saviour,  in  whom  they  “  rejoice  with  joy  unfpeakable  and 
“  full  of  glory,77  by  reafon  of  that  humble  and  holy  confidence 
which  they  have  in  him. 

22.  Let  thy  mercy ,  0  Lord,  be  upon  usy  according  as  we  hope 
in  thee . 

The  “hope77  of  the  church  was  always  in  Mefiiah.  Of  old 
{be  prayed  for  the  “  mercy77  of  his  firit  advent  ;  now  fhe  ex- 
peCteth  his  fecond.  Grant  us,  O  Lord,  hope,  of  which  we  may 
never  be  difappointed. 

PSAL  M  XXXIV. 

ARGUMENT. 

The  prophet,  efcaped  out  of  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  uttereth  a 
long  of  praife,  in  words  which  tiie  Chriftian  now  employeth 
to  celebrate  the  far  greater  deliverance  of  his  Saviour,  and 
himfelf  by  him,  from  the  power  of  more  formidable  adverla- 
ries.  1 — 7.  He  calleth  his  brethren  to  rejoice  with  him,  and 
to  magnify  God  for  the  favour  and  protection  vouchfafed  to 
his  fervant,  in  a  time  of  danger;  8 — 10.  he  exhorteth  others 
to  tafte  and  experience  the  goodnefs  of  Jehovah  to  fuch  as 
fear  him;  and  for  that  purpofe,  1 1* — 14.  inftructeth  them  in 
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the  nature  and  effects  of  divine  fear;  after  whicn  T5  22. 

lie  fweetly  defcanteth  on  the  certainty  of  redemption  from 

all  the  tribulations  endured  Dy  the  faithiul  in  tins  inoi  tal  life. 

1.  I -will  hlefs  the  Lord  at  all  times  :  his  praife  pall  continu¬ 
ally  he  in  my  mouth. 

The  Chriftian,  delivered  from  many  perils,  yet  continually 
liable  to  more,  finds  caufe,  at  all  fea’fons,  and  in  all  fituations, 
to  blefs  God.  “  In  all  things  he  gives  thanks,  and  rejoices  even 
“  in  tribulation,”  which  cannot  deprive  him  of  the  true  ground 
of  all  joy,  the  falvation  of  Chrift. 

2.  My  foul  pall  make  her  boafi  in  the  Lord  ;  the  bumble  pall 

hear  thereof  and  be  glad . 

The  glory  of  every  aCtion  is  to  be  aferibed  to  God,-whofe  in- 
terpofitions,  in  behalf  of  his  people  of  old  time,  afford  confolati- 
on  and  joy  to  the  humble  and  afHiCted.  But  chiefly  are  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church  bound  to  give  thanks  fertile  refurreCtion  and 
triumph  of  Chrift,  their  head.  “  The  humble” can  never  hear” 
of  this,  without  being  “  glad.” 

3.  0  magnify  the  Lord  with  me>  and  let  as  exalt  his  name  to - 

Chriftian,  not  only  bimfelf  magnifies  God,  but  exhorts 
others  to  do  like  wife  ;  and  longs  for  that  day  to  come,  when  all 
nations  and  languages,  laying  afide  their  contentions  and  animo- 
fities,  their  prejudices  and  their  errors,  their  unbelief,  their  here- 
fies,  and  their  fchilms,  (hall  make  their  found  to  be  heard  as  one, 
in  magnifying  and  exalting  their  great  Redeemer’s  name. 

4.  I  fought  the  Lord,  and  he  heard  me9  and  delivered  me  from 
all  my  fears . 

The  ground  of  this  rejoicing,  to  the  typical  David,  might  be 
his  deliverance  from  his  enemies  ;  to  the  true  David,  it  was  his 
relcue  from  the  powers  of  darknefs;  to  the  believing  foul,  it  is 
her  falvation  from  fin;  and  to  the  body,  it  will  be  redemption 
from  the  grave.  Then  the  Lord  will  deliver  us  “  from  all  our 
“  fears :”  and  this  he  will  do,  if  we  feek”  hip,  in  his  feriptures, 
and  in  his  ordinances. 

5.  They  looked  unto  him ,  and  were  lightened  •  and  their  faces 
were  not  apamed. 

Faith  is  the  eye,  fin  the  blindnefs,  and  Chrift  the  light  of  the 
foul.  The  blindnefs  muft  be  removed,  and  the  eye  muit  be  di¬ 
rected  to  the  light,  which  will  then  illuminate  the  whole  man, 
and  guide  him  in  the  way  of  falvation.  He  who  thus  looketlx 
unto  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs,  for  light  and  direction,  ftiall  never 
be  confounded. 

6.  This  poor  man  cried ,  and  the  Lord  heard  him  and faved  him 
mt  of  all  his  troubles . 

David  when  he  efcaped  from  his  enemies,  might  be  “poor” 
anddeftitute.  But  he  was  emphatically  (( the  poor  man,”  who 
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became  fo  for  our  fakes  ;  who  not  only  poflefled  nothing,  but  de-£ 
llred  nothing,  in  this  world.  He  “cried,  and  Jehovah  heard 
“him,  and  delivered  him  out  of  all  his  troubles ;”  as  he  will  hear 
and  deliver  the  “  poor  in  fpirit,”  w  ho  pray  untd  him.  For 

7.  The  angel  of  the  Lord  encampeth  rourid  about  them  that 
fear  him ,  and  delivereth  them. 

The  divine  protection  and  lalvation,  vouchfafed  torhe  faithful, 
is  here  fignified,  whether  w  e  fuppofe  that  by  “  the  angel  of  Je- 
“  hovah,”  is  meant  the  prefence  ofChrift  in  the  church  militant, 
as  of  old  in  the  camp  oflirael;  or  the  miniftration  of  created  fpi- 
ritstothe  heirs  of  lalvation,  as  in  the  cafe  ofEiifha.  2  Kings  vi. 
1 7.  Let  the  conlideration  of  thefe  invifible  guardians,  w  ho  are 
alfo  fpeftators  of  our  a&'ions,  at  once  reftraiu  us  from  evil,  and 
incite  us  to  good. 

8.  0  tafiey  and  fee ,  that  the  Lor  I)  is  good ;  bleffed  is  the  man 
that  trujteth  in  him. 

David  law  and  tailed  the  goodnefs  of  Jehovah,  when  deli¬ 
vered  from  his  adverfaries;  the  fon  of  David,  when  railed  from 
the  dead.  Both  invite  us,  by  “  truftmg”  in  God,  to  behold  and 
experience,  in  our  own  perfons,  the  mercies  and  confolations  of 
heaven. 

9.  0  fear  the  Lord,  7^  his  faints  ;  for  there  is  no  want  to  them 
that  fear  hhn.  10.  The  young  lions  do  lack  and  fuffer  hunger ; 
but  they  that  feek  the  Lord  (hall  not  want  any  good  thing . 

He  who  leeketh  the  Lord,  (hall  find  him  ;  and  he  who  hath 
found  Him,  can  want  nothing.  Faith,  hope,  charity,  temper¬ 
ance,  purity,  patience,  and  contentment,  are  the  true  riches  ; 
and  the  lack  of  them  the  poverty  to  be  moll  dreaded  ;  fince  to 
a  Chriftian,  perfecution,  loft,  ficknefs>  nay  death  itfelf,  is  gain. 
In  the  mean  time,  God  is  never  wanting  to  provide  for  his  fer- 
vants,  what  he  feeth  needful  and  bed,  in  matters  temporal'  ; 
while  tyrants  and  opprefiors,  who  are  in  the  world,  what  “  lions” 
are  in  a  foreft,  are  often,  by  the  juft  judgment  of  heaven,  re¬ 
duced  to  want  that  which  they  have  ravilhed  from  others. 

1 1  .•  Come ,  ye  children ,  hearken  unto  me :  I  will  teach  you  the 
fear  of  the  Lord. 

They,  who,  by  contemplating  the  advantages  defcribed  above, 
which  attend  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  are  become  delirous  of  ob¬ 
taining  that  fear,  mult  hearken  to  their  heavenly  father,  who  by 
his  prophet  “  fpeaketh  urH  o  them  as  unto  children,”  offering  to 
teach  them  the  good  and  the  right  way. 

12.  What  man  is  he  that  dejireth  tife9  and  loveth  many  daysf 
that  he  may  fee  good  P 

Every  Chriftiau  profelfeth  to  “  defire,”  nor  only  an  animal, 
but  a  Ipiritual  “  life  ;”  to  love,  not  an  old  age  in  time,  but  an 
eternal  duration  ;  that  he  may  “  lee  thole  good  things”  which 
©od  hath  prepared;  not  upon  earth;  but  in  heaven/ for  them  that 
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]ove  him.  Let  us  obferve,  therefore,  upon  what  terms  fuch 
blelflngs  are  offered. 

1 3.  Ketp  thy  tongue  from  evil,  and  thy  lips  from  /peaking  guile. 
T  he  tongue  is  an  initrument  of  much  good,  or  much  evil. 

Life  and  death  are  in  its  power  ;  he  that  keepeth  it,  keepeth  his 
foul;  and  he  whoofFendeth  not  therewith,  is  a  perfect  man  :  it 
is  an  unruly  member,  and  the  fird  work  of  the  fear  of  God  mtift 
be  to  bridle  it,  that  no  prophane,  unclean,  flanderous,  deceitful, 
or  idle  words  proceed  out  of  the  mouth.  And  as  the  heart  is 
to  the  tongue,  what  the  fountain  is  to  the  dream,  that  mud  fird 
be  purified.  , 

14.  Depart  from  evil  and  do  good  ;  J*ek  peace ,  and purfue  it. 
Not  the  tongue  only,  but  the  whole  man  is  to  be  correded 

,  and  regulated  by  the  fear  of  God,  operating  unto  repentance 
from  dead  works,  and,  through  faith,  unto  obedience  of  life. 
And  he  who  hath  thus  obtained  peace  with  God,  mud  ever  re¬ 
member  to  follow  peace  with  men,  reconciling  his  brethren,  if 
at  variance;  himfelf,  if  it  be  pofhble,  being  at  variance  with  no 
one. 

15.  The  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  upon  the  righteous ,  and  his  ears 
are  open  unto  their  cry .  16.  The  face  of  the  Lord  is  againfi 
them  that  do  evil ,  to  cut  off  the  remembrance  of  them  from  the 
earth . 

i  ,  r- .  * 

The  righteous  may  be  afflided,  like  David,  and  like  a  great¬ 
er  than  David;  and  their  oppreffbrs  may  fora  time  be  trium¬ 
phant  ;  but  in  the  end,  the  former  will  be  delivered  and  exalted  ; 
•the  latter  will  either  ceale  to  be  remembered,  or  they  will  be 
remembered  with  infamy. 

17.  The  righteous  cry ,  and  the  Lor  d  heareth,  and  deliver'd!) 
them  out  of  all  their  troubles . 

This  great  and  comforting  truth  is  atteded  by  the  hidory  of 
the  deliverances  of  Ifrael  from  Egypt,  Babylon,  &c.  of  Jonah 
from  the  whale,  of  the  three  children  from  the  flames,  &c. 
wrought  at  the  fupplications  of  the  refpedive  parties  in  diflrefs; 
but  above  all,  by  the  falvation  of  the  world,  through  the  intefl- 
cefhon  of  Jefus  Chrift.  The  death  of  martyrs  is  their  deliver¬ 
ance  ;  and  the  greated  of  all  deliverances. 

18.  The  Lord  is  nigh  unto  them  that  are  of  a  broken  heart  and 
faveth  fuch  as  be  of  a  contrite  Jpirit . 

W e  are  apt  to  overlook  men,  in  proportion  as  they  are  hum¬ 
bled  beneath  us;  God  regards  them  in  that  proportion.  Vef- 

fels  of  honour  are  made  of  that  clay,  which  is  u  broken V  into 
the  fmalled  parts. 

19.  Many  are  the  afflictions  of  the  righteous  ;  but  the  Lord  de¬ 
livered  him  out  of  all. 

.  -Afflictions  all  mud  fuffer;  but  thofe  of  the  righteous  end  in 
victory  and  glory.  What  foldier  would  not  chearfully  under- 
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condition?  “  In  the 
/ation,  “  ye  fhall  have 
«  tribulation  ;  but  be  of  good  cheer,  I  have  overcome  the  world.” 
John  xvi.  33. 

20.  He  keepeth  all  his  hones :  not  one  of  them  is  broken .  . 

It  is  God  who  prelerveth  to  man  the  ftrength  of  his  body 
which  lieth  in  the  bones  ;  and  that  vigour  of  his  fpirit  which 
coniilleth  in  firm  and  well  effcablifhed  principles  of  faith  and  ho- 
linefs.  The  bones  of  the  true  Pafchal  Lamb  continued  whole 
durincr  the  palfion,  and  thole  of  the  faints  fhall  be  raifed  whole 
at  the^laft  day,  when  the  myftical  body  oi  Chrift  fhall  come  out 
of  its  fuffenugs,  nolefs  perreft  and  entire,  than  did  the  natuial. 

21.  Evil  /hall  fay  the  wicked ,  and  they  that  hate  the  righteous 

(hall  be  dejelate. 

The  evil  of  punifbmcnt  fprings  from  the  evil  of  fin;  and  no 
fin  works  fuch  “deflation,”  as  a  malicious  “hatred”  and  per- 
fecution  of  the  true  Ions  and  fervants  of  uod.  ^  Whoio  doubts 
the  truth  of  this,  let  him  only  furvey  and  confider  attentively 
the  defolation  of  the  once  highly  favoured  nation,  for  their  en¬ 
mity  againft  the  king  of  righteoufnefs,  and  his  faithful  fubjefls. 
22  .The  Lord  redetmeth  the  foul  of  his  fervants ;  and  none 

of  them  that  truft  in  him  /hall  he  deflate . 

7  he  f  requent  profperity  of  the  wicked,  and  the  troubles  of 
the  righteous  in  this  world,  flrike  powerfully  upon  the  fen fe,  and 
are  for  that  reafon,  too  apt  to  efface  from  our  minds  the  notices 
given  ns  by  faith,  of  that  future  inverfion  of  circumfiances, 
which  is  to  take  place,  after  death.  I  o  renew  therefore  the  im- 
preffion  cf  fuch  an  interesting  truth,  the  redemption  of  the  af- 
flicked  righteous  is  fo  often  infilled  on,  in  thecourfe  of  this  Llm. 
Enable  us,  O  Lord,  to  “walk  by  faith,  and  not  by  fight  un¬ 
til  we  come  to  the  heavenly  kingdom  ;  where,  with  all  thy  faints, 

made  perfect  through  bufferings,  we  fhall  “blefs  and  magnify 
<s  t Lee  at  all  times,”  and  thy  “praile  will  continually  be  in 

“  our  mouth,”  for  evermore. 

VII  DAY.  MORNING  PRAYER.  PSALM  XXXV. 

A  R  G  U  M  E  N  T. 

The  prophet  in  this  Plains  as  in  the  xxiid,  which  it  ^  re  fe  rubles, 
perfonatins*  Meiliah,  in  his  flate  of  humiliation  and  f  utter  mg, 
1—1.  befeecheth  Jehovah  to  interpole  in  his  behalf  ;  4— -°- 
predicteth  the  confufion  of  his  enemies,  and  9,  10.  his  own 
triumph  ;  1 1 — 16.  deferibeth  the  malice  of  his  penecutois  a- 
eainff  him,  and  his  love  towards  them  ;  17  25.  repeatet  1  us 

Applications  for  deliverance,  and  enlargeth  upon  the  cruel  in¬ 
fill  ts  he  met  with  ;  26.  he  again  fpretelieth  the  definition  01 
the  adverfary,  and  27,  28.  the  exultation  oi  the  fait 


* 


mm 


Day  7.  m.  p.  on  the  PSALMS.  itj 

1.  Plead  my  caufe,  0  Lord,  with  them  that  ft  rive  with  me  ? 

fight  againft  them  that  fight  againft  me,  , 

David  in  his  afflictions,  Chrift  in  hispaffion,  the  church  under 
perfection,  and  theChriftian  in  the  hour  of  temptation,  luppli- 
cate  the  Almighty  to  appear  in  their  behalf,  and  to  vindicate  their 

c  aule 

2.  Take  hold  of  fhield  and  buckler,  and  ft  and  up  for  mine  help,  3. 
Draw  out  alfo  the  [pear,  and  flop  the  way  againft  them  that  perfe- 
cute  me :  fay  unto  my  foul ,  I  am  thy  falvation, 

Jehovah  is  here  defcribed,  as  a  “  man  of  war,”  going  forth 
to  the  battle  ag-ainft  the  enemies  of  Mefhah  and  his  church  :  the 
protection  afforded  by  his  mercy  is  figured  by  the  fhield  of  the 
warrior,  covering  his  body  from  the  darts  of  the  enemy  ;  and 
the  vengeance  of  his  uplifted  arm  is  represented  by  tne  ofienlivc 
weapons  ufed  among  men,  fuchasthe  ipear  and  the  fword.  If 
“God  be  for  vis,  who  can  be  againft  us?”  If  he  fpeaketh  falvati¬ 
on,  who  fhall  threaten  deftruCtion  ?  See  Deut.  xxxii.  41.  Wif- 
doni  v.  20. 

4.  Let  them  be  confounded ,  or,  they  floall  he  confounded  and  put 
io  fh'amey  that  feek  after  ?ny  foul '  let  them  he ,  or,  they  fhall  be 
turned  hack  and  brought  to  confufion ,  that  devife  my  hurt. 

The  confequence  of  the  Omnipotent  appearing  in  arms  a- 
gainft  his  adverfaries,  is  here  foretold.  And  the  prediction  has 
long  fince  been  verified  in  the  “  confufion”  of  Saul,  and  of  the 
Jews,  as  it  will  be  finally  fulfilled  in  that  of  Satan  and  all  his  ad¬ 
herents,  at  the  laft  day ;  for  the  manifeftation  of  which  day  the 
church  now  waiteth,  in  faith  and  patience. 

5.  Let  them  be,  or,  they  fhall  he  as  chaff  before  the  wind :  and 
let  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  or,  the  angel  of  the  Lord  fhall  chafe 
them , 

The  Jews,  feparated  from  the  church  and  people  of  Chrift, 
become  ufelefs  and  unprofitable  to  any  good  work,  pofTefting  on¬ 
ly  the  empty  ceremonies  and  hufksof  their  religion,  and  by  the 
breath  of  the  divine  difpleafure  difperfed  over  the  face  of  the  earth, 
afford  a  linking  comment  on  this  verfe,  and  as  ftriking  an  admo¬ 
nition  to  every  oppofer  of  the  holy  Jefus.  See  Pf.  i.  4. 

6.  Let  their  way,  or,  their  way  ft  all  he  dark  and  fippery ,  and 
let  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  or,  the  angel  of  the  Lord  fhall  perfe- 
cute  them , 

A  traveller,  benighted  in  a  bad  road,  is  an  expreffive  emblem 
of  a  finner  walking  in  the  flippery  and  dangerous  ways  of  temp¬ 
tation,  without  knowledge  to  direCt  his  fteps,  to  fhew  him  his 
danger,  or  to  extricate  him  from  it ;  while  an  enemy  is  in  pur- 
fuit  of  him,  whom  he  can  neither  refift,  nor  avoid.  Deliver  us, 
O  Lord, from  all  blindnefs,  but  above  all,  from  that  which  is  ju¬ 
dicial  ! 

7.  For  without  caufe  have  they  hid  for  me  their  net,  in  a  pit 

which 
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winch  without  caufe  they  have  digged  for  my  foul.  8.  Let  de frac¬ 
tion,  ory  Mefrudlion  fhall  come  upon  him  at  unawares ,  and  let  hzs 
net  that  he  hath  hid,  or,  his  net  that  he  hath  hid  fhall  catch  him - 
Jelf;  hgo  that  very  deflruftion  let  him ,  or,  he  fall  jail. 

The  caufe] efs  perfecution  raifed  againft  David  by  Saul,  and  a- 
gainft  our  Lord  by  the  Jews,  reverted  through  the  righteous 
judgment  of  God,  on  the  heads  of  the  perfecutors.  The  inno¬ 
cent  birds  efcaped  ;  and  they  who  fet  the  toils,  were  themfelve$ 
taken  therein.  Saul  loll  the  kingdom  which  he  thought  to 
have  fecured,  and  his  life  alfo  ;  and  the  Jews  who  crucified  Chrifl 
leid  “  the  Romans  fhould  take  away  their  place  and  nation, had 
their  place  and  nation  taken  away  by  thole  Romans,  for  that 
very  realon.  In  thefe  hiftories,  all  impenitent  perfecutors  of 
the  faith,  the  church,  and  the  fervants  of  God,  may  read  their 
doom. 

9.  And  my  foul  Jhall  he  joyful  in  the  Lord  ;  it  fhall  rejoice  in 
hisfalvation.  10.  All  my  hones  Jhall  Jay ,  Lord,  who  is  like  unto 
thee ,  which  deliver ejt  the  poor  from  him  that  is  too  Jtrong  for  him, 
yea ,  the  poor  and  the  needy  from  him  that  fpoileth  him  ! 

.Thefe  verfes,  as  they  defcribe  the  joy  which  the  foul  and  bo¬ 
dy  or  Chrilt  were  to  experience  after  the  refurreffion,  fo  thalj 
they  one  day  be  fung  by  the  myfticai  body  of  the  Lord,  when 
delivered  from  the  power  of  the  fpoiler,  and  raifed  entire  front 
the  duff.  In  the  mean  time,  they  may  exprefs  our  gratitude  for 
any  temporal  preservation  from  enemies,  from  fad  casualties,  and 
dangerous  temptations. 

11.  Falje  witnejfes  did  rife  up;  they  laid  to  my  charge ,  Heh, 
afked  me  things  that  1  knew  not .  12.  They  rewarded  me  evil  for 
good,  to  the  J polling  of  my  foul. 

This  was  never  more  literally  true  of  David,  than  it  was  of 
the  holy  Jefus,  when,  handing  before  Pontius  Pilate,  he  received 
no  other  return  from  the  Jews,  for  all  the  gracious  words  which 
he  had  fpoken,  and  all  the  merciful  works  which  he  had  done  a- 
inong  them,  than  that  of  being  flandered,  and  put  to  death. 

t3.  But  as  for  me ,  when  they  were  ficky  my  cloathing  was  fack- 
cloth:  1  humbled ,  or,  aff  idled  my  foul  with  jafirg,  and  my  pray  y 
er  returned  into  mine  own  bofom. 

If  David  prayed,  faffing  in  fackcloth,  for  Saul  and  his  afToch 
ates,  the  Ion  of  David,  to  heal  the  fouls  of  men,  put  on  the  veil 
of  mortal  flelh,  and  appeared  in  the  form  and  habit  of  a  peni¬ 
tent,  falling  forty  days  arid  forty  nights,  making  continual  in- 
tercellion  for  tranfgreiTors,  arid  grieving  to  think  that  any  men., 
by  their  obllinacy,  lhould  deprive  themlelves  of  the  benefits 
thereof. 

14.  I  behaved  my f elf,  Heb.  I  walked  as  though  it  had  been 
ray  friend ,  or  brother  :  1  bowed  down  heavily as  one  that  mourn - 
€tb  for  his  mother ,  cr,  as  a  mother  that  mourneth . 

He 
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He  who  fo  paflionately  lamented  the  natural  death'  of  Saul, 
doubt! els  bewailed  greatly  his  fpiritual  death  of  fin  :  and  he  who 
took  a  comprehenfive  view  of  the  fins  and  Sorrows  of  Jerufa- 
lem,  wept  over  that  wretched  city,  with  the  tender  affedion  of 
a  <e  friend”  a  u  brother,”  and  a  u  mother — O  Jerufalern,  Je- 
c<  rufalem,  how  often  would  1  have  gathered  thy  children  to 
cc  g'ether,  even  as  aJ  hen  gathered!  her  chickens  under  her 
cx  wings  !” 

15.  But  in  mine  adverjlty  they  rejoiced and  gathered  themf elves 
together  :  yea,  the  abjedls,  or,  fmiters  gathered  them  ft  Ives  toge¬ 
ther  again/}  me,  and  I  knew  it  not  ;  they  did  tear  me,  and  ceij'ed 
not. 

When  the  blelTed  Jefus  was'  Suffering'  for  the  fins  of  men, 
he  was  infulted  by  thole  men  for' whole  fins  he  Suffered.  He 
gave  not  only  his  reputation  to  the  revilers,  but  alfo  his  back  to 
the  u  fmiters,”'  though  not  confcious  of  the  crimes  for  which 
they  pretended  to  punilh  him. 

16.  IVith  hypocritical  mockers'  in'  feafls,  or,  arhong  the  profli¬ 
gates  the  makers  of  mock  gnafhed  upon  me  viith  their  teeth. 

However  this  might  be  true  in  the  cafe  of  David,  ir  certain¬ 
ly  had  a  literal  accomplifhment  in  the  feoffs  and  taunts  of  the 
chief  prieds  and  others,  when  Chrid  was  hanging  on  the  crofs, 
“  Ah  thou  that  dedroyed  the  temple,  &c.  He  truded  in  GoU, 
**  &c.  Let  him  come  down  from  the  crofs,  &c.  See.  Seed9  nay, 
one  of  tne  thieves,  crucified  with  him  “  cad  the  fame  in  his 
a  teeth.”  Whofoever  confide  re  thefe  things,  will  not  be  fur- 
prifed  at  the  expoftulation  in  the  following'  verfe. 

17.  Lord,  how  long  wilt  thou  look  on P  Ref  cue  my  foul  from  their 
deflruclions ,  my  darling  from  the  lions . 

Chrid  prayetn  like  David  of  old,  for  the  manifedation  of  the 
promiled  mercy :  for  the  deliverance  of  the  nature  w  hich  he 
had  adorned,  and  which  he  delighted  in.  Who  does  not  be¬ 
hold,  in  him,  furrounded  by  his  enraged  and  implacable  enemies 
a  fecond  Daniel,  praying  in  the  den  of  “  lions?” 

18.  7  will  give  thee  thanks  in  the  great  congregation ;  1  will 
praife  thee  among  much  people,  or,  the  ffrong  people. 

This  verfe  is  exadly  parallel  to  PL  xxii.  25.  wherein,  after' 
an  enumeration  of  his  Sufferings,  our  Lord  predidetb  the  praife 
and  glory  that  fhould  accrue  to  God  in  the  church,  after  his  re- 
furredion,  from  the  preaching  of  the  apodles ;  which  paflage 
fee  and  compare;  as  alfo,  Ifai.  xxv.  3.  and  Rev.  vii.  9.  * 

19.  Let  not  them  that  are  mine  enemies  wrong  fully  rejoice  over 

me ,  neither  let  them  wink  with  the  eye,  tiat  hate  me  without  a 
caufe. 

i  he  prophet,  in  the  perfon  of  Chrid,  returneth  again  to 
snake  fuppucation  that  an  end  may  be  put  to  the  inful ts,  the 
feoffs,  and  the  Sneers  of  the  reprobate.  Q  come  that  day, 
they  fhall  ceafe  for  evermore!  20.  For 
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20.  For  they  / peak  not  peace ,  but  they  clevife  deceitful  matters 
againjl  them  that  are  quiet  in  the  land .  21.  TV#,  they  opened 

their  mouth  wide  againfi  me,  and  faid,  aha,  aha,  our  eye  hath  feen 

it. 

David  would  have  lived  ic  quietly”  under  the  government 
of  Saul :  our  Lord  did  not  aim  at  temporal  fovereignty  over 
the  Jews;  nor  did  the  primitive  Chriftians  defire  to  intermed¬ 
dle  with  the  politics  of  the  world  ;  yet  all  were  betrayed, 
mocked,  and  perlecuted,  as  rebels,  and  ufurpers,  and  the  pefts 
of  fociety. 

22.  This  thou  haft  feen,  0  Lord,  keep  not  fierce ;  0  Lord, 
be  not  far  from  me.  23.  Stir  up  thyfclf  and  awake  to  my  judgment, 
even  unto  my  caufe,  my  God,  and  my  Lord.  24.  fudge  me,  0 
Lord,  my  God,  according  to  thy  tight eoufnefs ,  and  let  them  not 
rejoice  over  me. 

God  “  leeth”  and  knoweth  all  things;  yet  he  permitteth 
thofe,  who  love  him  befc,  to  be  often  and  long  airlifted  and  op- 
prelTed,  Teeming  as  one  at  a  “  diftance,”  or  “  blent,”  or 
u  afleep*,,  that  is,  regardlefs  of  what  paffes.  At  fuch  times, 
we  are  not  to  remit,  but  to  double  our  diligence  in.  prayer,  re¬ 
iterating  our  cries — u  Lord  lave  us!  we  perifh!” 

Then  will  be  “  awake  and  arife,  and  rebuke  the  winds  and 
<c  the  Teas,  and  there  (hall  be  a  calm.” 

23.  Let  them  not  fay  in  their  hearts,  ah,  fb  would  we  have  it : 
let  them  not  fay,  we  have  fw allowed  him  up. 

Meffiah  prayed  for  an  end  of  his  bufferings ;  that  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  mankind  might  not  triumph  in  his  deftruftion  ;  that 
death  might  not  finally  “  fwallow  him  up,”  but  be  itfelf  “  fwal- 
“  low’ed  up  in  viftcry.”  The  church  daily  maketh  the  lame  re- 

quefL 

26.  Let  them,  or,  they  Jhallbe  afhamed  and  brought  to  confufi - 
on  together ,  that  rejoice  at  mine  hurt ;  let  them,  or,  they  Jh all  be 
cloathed  with  Jhame  and  dijhonour,  that  magnify  themfelves  a - 
gainft  me. 

The  accomplifhment  of  this  prediction,  by  the  refurreftion 
of  Jefus,  and  the  deflruftion  of  Jerufalem,  is  well  known. 
There  are  two  events  to  come,  parallel  to  thefe  two  which  are 
paft,  viz.  the  refurreftion  of  the  faithful,  and  the  deflruftion  of 
the  world;  when  all  who,  like  the  Jews,  have  <c  rejoiced  in 
<(  the  hurt”  of  TVIefliah,  and  have  <(  magnified  themfelves  againft 
“  him,”  will,  like  the  Jews,  be  covered  with  everlafting  “  con- 

<c  fufion.”  #  ' 

27.  Let  them,  or,  they  fiall  fhout  for  joy,  and  be  glad  that  fa¬ 

vour  my  righteous  caufe:  yea,  let  them,  or,  they  ft  all  fay  conti¬ 
nually,  Let  the  Lord  l?e  magnified,  which  hath  pleafure  in  the  prof- 
perity  of  his  fervant .  28.  And  my  tongue  Jh  all /peak  of  thy  ngh- 

teoufnejs,  and  of  thy  ptaife}  all  the  day  long. 
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As  the  preceding  veiTe  foretold  the  forrow  of  the  enemies’ 
fo  thefe  two  deferibe  the  joy  of  the  friends  to  Mefliah,  upon  his 
vidtory  and  exaltation,  which  have  been,  and  Iball  continue  to 
be,  celebrated  by  the  church,  in  thefe  divine  hymns,  indited 
by  the  Holy  Spirit  for  that  purpofe,  until  the  longs  oi  time  fhall 
end  in  the  hallelujahs  of  eternity. 


PSALM  XXX  VI. 

A  R  G  U  M  E  N  T. 

In  the  four  firft  verfesof  this  Pfalm,  the  prophet  deferibeth  the 
principles,  the  adtions,  the  conversation,  and  the  imaginations 
of  his  wicked  perfecutors ;  and  from  thence  railing  his  thoughts 
to  heaven,  5 — 9.  celebrateth  the  mercy  and  loving-kindnefs 
of  Jehovah  ;  for  a  continuation  of  which  to  himlelf  and  the 
church,  he  fervently  prayeth,  10,  1 1,  and  12.  forefeeth  the 
downfal  of  the  ungodly. 

1.  The  iranfgreffion  of  the  wicked  faith  within  my  heart,  that 
there  is  no  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes. 

If  the  prefent  reading  in  the  original  be  the  true  one,  the  mean¬ 
ing  mull  be  this — The  tranfgreilions  of  a  bad  man  {hew  plainly, 
in  the  apprehenlion  of  a  good  one,  that  the  former  is  deftitute 
of  a  true  fear  of  God.  Bifhop  Lowth,  by  a  flight  alteration  or 
two  in  the  text,  renders  it  tothiseffedl — ‘  ‘The  wicked  man,ac- 
cording  to  the  wickednefs  in  his  heart,  faith,  There  is  no  fear 
(<  of  God  before  mine  eyes.”*  The  great  truth  which  the  pro¬ 
phet  here  declareth  himfelf  to  be  convinced  of,  is,  that  all  wic¬ 
kednefs  proceedeth  from  the  abfence  of  “  the  fear  of  God,”  in 
the  perfon  who  committed!  it ;  that  fear  being  a  principle,  which, 
while  it  is  predominant  in  the  man,  will  reftrain  him  from  tranf- 
gredlon.  Our  laws  fuppofe  as  much,  when  in  the  form  of  in- 
didling  a  criminal,  they  attribute  thecommiiTion  of  the  olfcnce  to 
his  “  not  having  the  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes.” 

2.  For  he  flatter eth  himfelf  in  his  own  eyes ,  until  his  iniquity  be 
found  to  be  hateful:  or,  when  his  Jin  is  ready  to  be  found  out  and 
to  be  hated . 

He  who  hath  loft  u  the  fear  of  God,”  is  firft  led  into  fin,  and 
then  detained  in  it ;  becaufe,  having  forgotten  the  great  witnefs 
and  judge  of  his  actions,  he  vainly  thinks  his  crimes  may  be  con¬ 
cealed,  or  difguifed  ;  till  a  difeovery  breaks  the  charm,  and  dif- 
perfes  the  delulion.  The  laft  day  will  lhew  ft  range  inftancesof 
this  folly. 

3.  The  words  of  his  mouth  are  iniquity  and  deceit  :  he  hath  left  off 
to  be  wife,  and  to  do  good :  or,  toundcrjland  that  he  may  do  good , 
If  tUe  fear  of  God  be  not  in  the  heart,  “  iniquity  and  deceit  ” 
will  be  under  the  tongue;  and  then,  an  apoftaly  from  Wifdoin 

*  See  Merrick’s  Annotations. 
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and  goodnefs,  or  the  wifdorn  of  goodnefs,  which  is  the  only  true 
vvifdom,  cannot  be  far  off. 

He  devifeth  mi  [chief  upon  his  bed,  hefetteth  him  [elfin  away  that 
is  not  good ;  he  abhorreth  not  evil. 

Frdm  the  actions  and  the  words  of  him  who  hath  not  the  fear 
of  God  before  his  eyes,  the  prophet  goeth  back  to  the  thoughts 
and  imaginations  of  his  heart,  which  even  in  retirement  and  fo- 
litude,  are  bufi!y  employed  upon  evil,  as  thofe  of  the  righteous 
are,  at  thole  feafons,  upon  God  and  goodnefs.  A  man  may 
know  the  ffate  of  his  mind,  in  fome  meafure,  from  his  morning 
and  evening  thoughts  “  upon  his  bed.”  He  who  doth  not  give 
diligence  to  “  fet  himfelf  in  a  good  way,  will  foon  be  fet  in  one 
that  is  not  good  ;  and  he  who  doth  not  *6  abhor”  fin,  will,  ?ere 
long,  delight  in  it. 

5.  Thy  mercy ,  0  Lord,  is  in  the  heavens ;  and  thy  faithfulnefs 
reache th  unto  the  clouds ,  or,  fkies .  6.  Thy  righteoufnefs  is  h ike 

the  great  mountains  ;  thy  judgments  are  a  great  deep. 

From  the  wicked nefs  of  the  world,  in  which  we  live,  we  muff 
lift  up  our  eyes,  for  help  and  comfort,  to  the  mercy  and  truth  of 
God,  boundlefs,  pure,  and  beneficial,  as  the  heavens  over  our 
heads;  to  his  righteoufnefs,  fixed  and  permanent,  as  the  everlaf- 
ting  hills  ;  and  to  his  judgments,  ftupendous  and  unfathomable, 
as  the  waters  of  the  great  deep.  Truth  will  engage  mercy  to 
uccomplifh  thepromifed  falvation  of  the  elecff;  and  righteoufnefs 
will  employjudgment  in  executing  upon  the  reprobate  the  ven¬ 
geance  that  is  due. 

7.  0  Lord,  thou  preferveft  man  and  be  aft.  How  excellent  is 
thy  loving  kind  nefs,  0  God/  therefore  the  children  of  men  put 
their  trujt  under  the  fhadow  of  thy  wings. 

The  good  providence  of  God  extendeth  over  all  creatures, 
nourilhing  aud  preferving  them,  as  well  as  man,  for  whole  ufe 
they  were  made.  We  can  never  enough  value  and  extol  the 

loving  kindnefs”  of  him,  whofe  overlhadowing  “  wings”  pro- 
tedl  and  cherilh  us  on  earth,  in  order  to  bear  us  from  thence  to 
heaven.  See  Matt.  xxii.  37.  Deut.  xxxiii.  11. 

8.  They  fhall  be  abundantly  fatisfied  with  the  fatnefs  of  thy  houfee 
and  thou  j halt  make  them  drink  of  the  river  of  thy  pleajures . 

In  heaven  alone  the  thirft  of  an  immortal  foul  after  happinefs 
can  be  fatisfied.  There  the  ffreams  of  Eden  will  flow  again. 
They  who  drink  of  them  fhall  forget  their  earthly  poverty,  and 
remember  the  miferies  of  the  world  no  more.  Some  drops  from 
the  celeitial  cup  are  fufficient,  for  a  time,  to  make  us  forget  our 
for  rows,  even  while  we  are  in  the  midft  of  them.  What  then 
may  we  not  expetff  from  full  draughts  of  thofe  pleafures,  which 
are  at  thy  right  hand,  O  Lord,  for  evermore? 

9.  For  with  thee  is  the  fountain  of  life  ;  in  thy  light  we  fhall  fee 
light. 


The 
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The  rivers  before  mentioned  flow  from  a  “  fountain,”  which 
fetcheth  notfupplies  from  without,  but  whofe  fpring  is  within  it- 
felf,  and  therefore  can  never  be  exhaufted.  The  “  water  of  life’> 
proceeds  from  “  the  throne  of  God  and  the  Lamb.”  Rev.  xxii. 
1.  “This  is  life  eternal,  to  know  thee  the  only  true  God,  and 
“  Jefus  Chrifl  whom  thou  haft  lent.”  John  xvii.  3.  God, 
like  the  fun,  cannot  be  feen,  but  by  the  light  which  himfelf 
emits. 

10.  0  continue  thy  loving  kindnefs  unto  them  that  know  thee ;  and 
thy  right eoufnefs  to  the  upright  in  heart. 

The  prophet,  groaning  under  the  oppreffion  of  the  wicked, 
who  are  defcribed  in  the  firft  part  of  the  Pfalm,  prayeth  for  a 
continuation  of  the  mercies  of  God,  which  he  has  celebrated  in 
the  fecond  part.  Give  us,  O  God,  the  knowledge  of  thee,  and 
make  us  upright  in  heart,  that  thy  loving  kindnefs  and  thy  righ- 
teoufnefsmay  be  our  portion  for  ever. 

1 1.  Let  not  the  foot  of  pride  come  againjl  me;  and  let  not  the 
hand  of  the  wicked  remove  me. 

The  Chriftian  has  reafon  enough  to  join  with  the  prophet  in 
this  petition,  whether  we  fuppofeitto  deprecate  definition  from 
proud  men  and  finners,  without  us,  or  from  pride  and  fin,  with- 
in  us. 

12.  There  are  the  workers  of  iniquity  fallen:  they  are  caft 
down,  and  jhall  not  be  able  to  rife . 

Faith  calleth  things  that  be  not,  as  though  they  were  ;  it  car¬ 
ries  us  forward  to  the  end  of  time  ,  it  Ihews  us  the  Lord  fitting* 
on  his  throne  of  judgment ;  the  righteous  caught  up  to  meet  him 
in  the  air  ;  the  world  in  flames  under  his  feet ;  and  the  empire 
of  fin  fallen,  to  rife  no  more. 

1  VII.  DAY.  EVENING  PRAYER.  PSALM  XXXVII. 

ARGUMENT. 

From  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  this  Pfalm,  the  Holy  Spirit, 
by  the  prophet,  adminiffreth  advice  and  confolation  to  the 
church  and  people  of  the  Lord,  opprelled  and  afHi&ed  in  the 
world,  by  profperous  and  triumphant  wickednefs.  Faith  and 
patience  are  therefore  recommended,  upon  the  double  confi- 
deration  of  that  fure  reward  which  awaiteth  the  righteous, 
and  that  certain  punifhment  which  fhall  be  inflicted  on  the 
wicked.  Thefe  two  events  are  fet  before  us  in  a  variety  of 
expreflions,  and  under  many  lively  and  afleding  images.  As 
the  Pfalm  is  rather  a  colledtion  of  divine  aphorilms  on  the  fame 
fubjedl,  than  a  continued  and  conne&ed  difcourfe,  it  admitteth 
of  nothing  farther  in  the  way  of  argument. 

I  #  Tret  not  thyfelfbecaufe  of  evil  doers ,  neither  be  thou  envious 
again  ft  ^  the  workers  of  iniquity.  2.  For  they  fhall  foon  be  cut 
like  the  grafs,  and  wither  as  the  green  herb .  The 
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The  Holy  Spirit  here  prelcribeth  a  remedy  to  a  very  com¬ 
mon,  and  no  lei’s  dangerous  diforder  of  the  mind,  namely,  a  dif- 
truft  of  God’s  providence,  occafioned  by  frequently  beholding  the 
profperity  of  the  wicked,  in  this  pre fen t  world.  He  who  allow- 
eth  himfelf  time  to  conGder,  how  loon  the  faired  fpring  mud  give 
place  to  a  burning  iummer,  a  blighting  autumn,  and  a  killing  win¬ 
ter,  will  no  longer  envy,  but  pity  the  fading  verdure  of  the  grafs, 
and  the  (fill  more  tranfient  glories  of  the  Gowers  of  the  field. 
Kerbs  and  plants  are  Medicinal,  in  more  fenfesthan  one.* 

3.  Truft  in  the  Lord,  and  do  good,  fo  J. halt  thou  dwell  in  the 
land ,  and  verily  thou  fh  alt  he  fed:  or,  dwell  in  the  land,  and  feed 
on  truth,  or,  jaithfulnefs. 

The  confideration  of  the  fpeedy  and  tragical  end  of  (inners  af- 
forderh  a  powerful  argument  for  perfeverance  in  faith  and  ho¬ 
lme  fs  ;  for  continuing  in  the  church,  and  making  our  abode  in 
the  paGures  of  truth  ;  until  in  the  ftrength  of  that  facred  viand, 
we  come  to  the  heavenly  land  ofpromife,  and  dwell  therein  for 
ever. 

4.  Delight  thy f elf  alfo  in  the  Lord  .*  and  he  /ball  give  thee  the 
dejires  of  thine  heart . 

He  who  delighteth  in  the  creature,  hath  not  always  the  “de- 
“  (ires  of  his  heart”  granted,  nor  is  it  fit  that  he  (hould  have  them  ; 
but  he  who  delighteth  in  God,  will  defire  what  he  aelighteth 
in  and  obtain  what  he  dehreth. 

c,  Commit  thy  way  unto  the  Lord  .*  truft  alfo  in  him,  and  he 
/ball  bring  it  to  pafs.  6.  And  he  /ball  bring  forth  thy  rigktecufnefs 
as  the  light,  and  thy  judgment  as  the  noon  day. 

Malice  and  calumny  "may,  for  a  time,  overfhadow  the  fplen- 
dor  of  an  holy  character;  but  the  fun  will  come  (orth,  and  the 
/clouds  will  dy  away.  I  his  was  mod  eminently  true  of  theblef- 
jed  {efus,  at  his  refurredtion,  and  will  be  verified  in  his  faints, 
at  the  lad  day.  The  hiftory  of  Sufannah  affordeth  a  remarka¬ 
ble  indance  of  it,  in  this  life.  “Her  heart  truded  in  the  Lord, 
ci  and  he  brought  forth  her  righteoufnefs  as  the  light ;  infomuch 
<<  that  all  the  adembly  cried  out  with  a  loud  voice,  and  praifed 
“God,  who  faveth  them  that  trud  in  him/’  Ver.  35,  60. 

7.  Re/}  or,  be  filent  to  the  Lord,  and  wait  patiently  for 
him;  fret  not  thy f elf  becaufe  of  him  who  profpereth  in  the  way ,  be- 
cau/eof  the  man  who  hringeth  wicked  devices  to  pafs. 

If  the  fpotlefs  Lamb  of  God  was  dumb,  before  thofe  who  were 
diveding  him  of  his  honours,  and  robbing  him  of  his  life,  (ilent 
red  gnat  ion  cannot  but  become  one,  who  (offers  for  his  fins.  If- 
rael  was  commanded  to  “dand  ft  ill,  and  fee  the  falvation  of 
“  God  but  the  people  gazed  upon  the  pomp  and  power  or 
Pharaoh,  who  was  in  purl u it  of  them,  till  their  faith  failed,  and 

>  See  an  elegant  and  beautiful  tlifcourfe  on  “  the  lilies  of  the  field,”  P“bl|(h- 

among  the  Sermons  of  the  late  ’earned, ingenious,  and  wort  ly  r*  °  *e 
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they  began  to  murmur  arid  defpond.  How  often  is  this  cur  cafe 
before  we  perceive  it. 

8.  Ceafe  from  an^er,  and  forfahe  wrath;  fret  not  thyfelf  in  any 
wife  to  do  evil.  9  For  evil  doers  fhall  he  cut  off ;  hut  thoje  that 
wait  upon  the  Lord,  they  fh all  inherit  the  earth. 

At  the  day  of  judgment,  when  “evil  doers  lhall  be  cut  of!/7 
by  the  flaming  fword  of  eternal  vengeance,  and  when  the  faints 
of  the  mod  High  lhall  “inherit  the  new  earth,77  the  latter  will 
have  no  emotions  of  anger  or  envy  againfl  the  former.  Let 
them  fo  meditate  on  that  day,  as  to  make  it  prefect  to  their  minds, 
and  they  will  have  nofuch  emotions  now. 

10.  For  yet  a  little  while,  and  the  wicked  lhall  not  be  ;  yea  thou 
/halt  diligently  confder  his  place,  and  it  fhall  not  be. 

The  whole  duration  of  the  world  itfelf  is  but  “  a  little  while,77 
in  the  lio-ht  of  him,  whofe  hope  is  full  of  immortality.  But  the 
calamities  and  deaths  of  princes;  the  tragical  fate  of  empires, 
fwept  with  the  befom  of  dedrudlion  ;  theoverthow  of  cities,  whofe 
dimenfions,  towers,  and  palaces  once  aftonifhed  the  earth,  but 
whofe  “place77  is  now  no  where  to  be  found  by  the  mod  curious 
and  diligent  enquirer ;  and  the  defolations  of  the  chofen  city 
Jerufalem;  all  thefe  are  even  now  fufficient  to  draw  forth  the 
tear  of  cotnmiferation,  and  to  extinguilh  the  kindling  Ipark  of 
envy  in  every  confiderate  mind. 

1  r.  But  the  meek  fhall  inherit  the  earth :  and  fhall  delight  them- 
felves  in  the  abundance  of  peace. 

The  “  meek77  are  they  who  bear  their  own  aaverfities  and 
the  profperity  of  their  enemies,  without  envy,  anger,  or  com¬ 
plaint.  For  thefe  there  is  a  pofleflion  in  the  kingdom  and  city 
of  the  prince  of  “  peace,77  which  “  the  Lord  the  righteous. 
“  judge  lhall  give  them  at  that  day.  Blefled  are  the  meek,77 
faith  that  Lord  and  judge  himfelf,  “  for  they  lhall  inherit  the 
“  earth.77  Matt.  v.  5.  “  In  the  mean  time,  they,  and  they 

“  only,  pofiefs  the  prefect  earth,  as  they  go  towards  the  king- 
u  dom  of  heaven,  by  being  humble,  and  chearful  and  content 
“  with  what  their  good  God  has  allotted  them.  They  have  no 
“  turbulent,  repining,  vexatious  thoughts  that  they  deferve 
“  better  ;  nor  are  vexed,  when  they  fee  others  poflefled 
“of more  honour,  or  more  riches,  than  their  wife  God  has  al- 
“  lotted  for  their  lhare.  But  they  polfefs  what  they  have  with  a 
“  meek  and  contented  quietnefs ;  filch  a  quietnefs  as  makes  their 
“  very  dreams  pleafing,  both  to  God  and  themfelves.77  W alton7s 
Complete  Angler,  p.  295. 

12  .-The  wicked  plotteth  againfl  the  juft,  and  gnafheth  upon  him 
with  his  teeth ,  13.  The  Lord  fhall  laugh  at  him,  for  he  feeth 
that  his  day  is  coming. 

The  original  enmity  between  the  Wicked  One  and  the  Juft 
one  will  always  fubfift  between  the  wicked  and  the  juft.  The 
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rage  of  the  former  againft  the  latter  is  compared  to  that  of  mad 
dogs,  or  wild  beafts  ;  but  a  day  is  coining,  when  all  that  rage 
mutt  be  turned  and  employed  againft:  themfelves.  God,  who 
knoweth  this,  contemneth  their  vain  efforts  ;  and  Chriftians,  who 
know  it,  and  are  under  the  prote&ion  of  God,  ihould  do  the 
fame. 

14.  The  wicked  have  drawn  out  the  /word ,  and  have  bent  their 
bow,  to  caj}  down  the  poor  and  needy ,  and  to  flay  fuch  as  be  of  up¬ 
right  corner fafion,  or,  upright  of  way.  1  5.  Their  f word  fall  en* 
ter  into  their  own  heart,  and  their  bow  fhall  be  broken. 

The  tongue  is  a  “  fword,”  and  a  “  bow”  which  fhooteth  its 
arrows,  even  bitter  words,  againft  the  humble  and  upright,  Jefus, 
and  hisdifciples.  But  thefe  are  not  the  only  weapons  that  have  been 
drawn  againft  them.  How  the  malice  of  the  Jews  returned 
upon  their  own  heads,  no  one  is  ignorant;  though  few7  lay  it  to 
heari,  and  confider  them  as  fet  forth  for  an  example. 

ig.  A  little  that  a  righteous  man  hath,  is  better  than  the  riches 
of  many  wicked.  17.  For  the  arms  of  the  wicked  fall  be  broken: 
but  the  Lord  upholdeth  the  righteous . 

A  little,  with  the  blefiing  of  God  upon  it,  is  better  than  a 
great  deal,  with  the  encumbrance  of  his  curfe.  His  bleffingcan 
multiply  a  mite  into  a  talent,  but  his  curfe  will  {brink  a  talent 
to  a  mite.  By  him  <s  the  arms  of  the  wicked  are  broken,”  and 
by  him  “  the  righteous  are  upholden  fo  that  the  great  quefti- 
on  is,  whether  he  be  with  us,  or  againft  us ;  and  the  great  mif- 
fortuneis,  that  this  queftion  is  feldom  afked. 

18.  The  Lord  knoweth  the  days  of  the  upright :  and  their  in¬ 
heritance  fhall  be  for  ever .  19.  They  fjall  not  be  ajhamed  in  the 
evil  time  :  and  in  the  days  oj  famine  they  foall  be fatisfed. 

The  favour  of  God  is,  to  them  that  obtain  it,  a  better  and  an 
enduring  fubftance,  which,  like  the  widow’s  barrel  and  crufe, 
wafted  not  in  the  evil  days  of  famine,  nor  will  fail  in  that  evil 
day  of  eternal  want,  when  the  foolifh  virgins  fhall  be  calling  in 
vain  for  oil,  and  the  rich  glutton  as  vainly  imploring  a  drop  of 
water  to  cool  his  tongue. 

20.  But  the  wicked  fhall  perif,  and  the  enemies  of  the  Lord 
fhall  be  as  the  fat  of  lambs,  they  foall  confume  :  into  fmoke  fhall 
they  confume  away. 

The  deftrucftion  of  the  wdcked  is  here  again  fet  before  us,  but 
under  a  different  image,  namely,  that  of  a  facrifice.  Senfelels, 
as  cattle,  that  are  fatted  for  the  altar,  they  wanton  in  their  prof- 
perity,  and  nourifh  their  hearts  againft  the  day  of  (laughter. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  Almighty  is  whetting  that  fword,  which 
nothing  can  withftand  ;  and  thofe  fires  are  kindling,  which  fhall 
never  be  extinguiihed.  See  Ifai.  xxxiv.  6 — 10. 

21.  The  wicked  borroweth,  and payeth  not  again  ;  but  the  righ¬ 
teous  Jhewetb  mercy  and giveth. 

The 
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The  wicked  man,  like  his  leader,  the  “wicked  one,”  payeth 
not  thofe,  whole  money  or  abilities  he  hath  occafion  to  borrow, 
and  to  employ  in  his  fervice  ;  whereas  the  difdple  of  Chrilt,  in 
imitation  of  his  mailer,  not  only  punctually  obferveth  the  rules 
of  julticeand  equity,  but  thinketh  it  “  moreblefled  to  give  than 
“  to  receive.”  In  like  manner,  though  both  are  indebted,  for  eve¬ 
ry  thing,  to  the  bounty  of  God,  the  latter  maketh  all  the  ac¬ 
knowledgements  and  returns  in  his  power ;  while  the  former- 
never  thinketh  of  making  any. 

22.  For ,  or,  therefore  fuch  as  be  bleffed  of  him  fhall  Inherit  the 
earth  ;  and  they  that  be  curfedof  him ,  fhall  be  cut  off. 

They  who  are  like  their  merciful  and  gracious  Lord,  and  who 
by  their  devotion  and  charity,  blefs  him,  are  bleffed  of  him  * 
they  who  are  like  their  cruel  and  iniquitous  mailer,  and  who, 
by  their  ungodlinefs,  injullice,  and  hardheartednefs,  difhonour 
their  Maker  and  Redeemer,  are  curled  of  him.  To  the  form¬ 
er  therefore  it  will  be  faid,  at  the  lalt  day,  “  Come,  ye  blelfed, 
“  inherit  the  kingdom to  the  latter,  “Go,  ye  curfed,  into  the 
“hre.” 

23.  The  ft eps  of  a  good  man  are  ordered,  Heb.  ejlablifhed  by 
the  Lord;  and  he  delighteth  in  his  way.  24.  Though  he  fall,  he 
fhall  not  be  utterly  cajt  down;  for  the  Lord  uphol'deth  him  with 
his  band. 

This  was  emphatically  true  of  the  man  Chrift,  whofe  llep3 
Jehovah  eltabliihed,  and  in  whofe  way  he  delighted ;  who, 
“  though  he  fell”  by  death,  yet  wTas  raifed  again  by  his  mighty 
hand,  and  outllretched  arm.  It  it  is  true  like, wife  of  Chriftians, 
whom  it  Ihould  fupportand  comfort,  in  all  dangers  and  tempta¬ 
tions.  See,  for  a  parallel,  Pf.  xci. 

25.  1  have  been  young  and  now  am  old:  yet  have  1  not  feen  the 
righteous  forfaken ,  nor  his  feed  begging  their  bread.  26.  He  is 
ever  merciful,  and  lendeth  :  and  his  feed  is  bleffed. 

So  far  is  charity  from  impoverifhing,  that  what  is  given  a- 
way,  like  vapours  emitted  by  the  earth,  returns  in  fhowers  of 
blelhngs,  into  the  bofom  of  the  perfon  who  gave  it;  and  his 
offspring  is  not  the  w'orfe,  but  infinitely  the  better  for  it.  “  The 

liberal  foul  fhall  be  made  fat,  and  he  that  watereth  fhall  be  wa« 
“  tered  ad’o  himfelf.”  Prov.  xi.  25.  The  bread  which  endu- 
reth,  as  well  as  that  which  perilheth,  is  his;  and  the  blelhngs  of 
time  are  crowned  with  thofe  of  eternity. 

27.  Depart  from  evil,  and  do  good,  and  dwell  for  evermore. 

28.  F@r  the  Lord  loveth  judgment ,  and  for (aketh  not  his  faints  ;  they 
are  preferved  for  ever  ;  but  the  feed  of  the  wicked  [Jjall  be  cut  off. 

29.  The  righteous  fhall  inherit  the  land,  and  dwell  therein  for 
ever . 

Ihejuftice  and  mercy  of  God,  the  rewards  which  await  the 
righteous,  and  the  puniihments  that  will,  fooner  or  later,  be  tn- 
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fli<fte;d  on  the  wicked,  are  fubjedts  on  which  whoever  fhall  fre¬ 
quently  meditate,  “  will  depart  from  evil,  aud  dogood.  What- 
“  foever  thou  takefl  in  hand,”  faith  the  wife  foil  of  Sirach,“  re- 
“  member  the  end,  and  thou  ikalt  never  do  amifs.”  Ecclef. 
vii.  36. 

30.  The  mouth  of  the  righteous  fpeaketh  zvifdom,  and  his  tongue 
taiketh  of  judgment.  31.  The  law  of  his  Cod  is  in  his  heart ;  none 
of  his  jleps  (hall  flide. 

The  word  which  is  here, as  in  other  places  innumerable,  tranf- 
lated  u  the  righteous,”  is  in  the  fingular  number,  and  might 
therefore  be  tranflated  “the  Righteous  One,”  or,  “  the  Jufl 
“  One,”  for  it  is  often  defigned  to  point  him  out  to  us,  who  is 
emphatically  fo  flyled ;  whofe  <e  mouth”  always  fpake  “  wifdom,” 
in  whofe  “  heart  was  the  law  of  God,”  and  whofe  “  fleps”  ne¬ 
ver  declined  to  evil.  Lord, put  thy  laws  into  our  hearts,  that 
out  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart  the  mouth  may  fpeak;  and  as 
the  mouth  fpeaks,  the  hands  may  aft,  aud  the  feet  may  walk. 

32.  The  wicked  watcheth  the  righteous ,  and  feeketh  to  fay  him . 

33.  The  Lord  will  not  leave  him  in  his  hand,  nor  condemn  him 
when  he  is  judged. 

The  Jews  uw7atched”  that  “Juft  One,”  daily  and  hourly; 
they  “  fought  today  him,”  and  did  To  ;  but  “  Jehovah  left  him 
“  not  in  their  hands”  but  vindicated  his  innocence,  by  raifing  him 
from  the  dead.  And  the  day  is  coming,  when  he  who  hath 
flood  tamely  at  the  bar  of  men,  and  hath  Suffered  for  truth  and 
righteoufnefs,  fliall  be  advanced  to  a  throne  among  the  iaints  and 
martyrs,  to  aflifl  at  the  trial  of  his  once  intuiting  judges. 

34.  Wait  on  the  Lord,  and  keep  his  way ,  and  he Jhail exalt  thee 
to  inherit  the  land ;  when  the  wicked  are  cut  off,  thoujhalt fee  it. 

The  apodle,  writing  to  the  Hebrew  converts,  under  affliction 
and  perfecution,  thus  exprefleth  the  fentiment  contained  in  this 
verfe.  u  Cafl  not  away  your  confidence,  which  hath  great  re- 
“  compence  of  reward.  For  ye  have  need  of  patience,  that  after 
“  ye  have  done  the  will  of  God,  ye  might  receive  the  promife. 
“  For  yet  a  little  while,  and  he  that  fhall  come,  will  come,  and 
<(  will  not  tarry.”  Heb.  x.  35. 

3  3.  /  have  feen  the  wicked  in  great  power,  andfpreading  him - 
f elf  like  a  green  hay  tree ,  or,  a  native  tree,  which  has  grown  from 
the  feed  without  tranf plantation,  in  the  fame  fp'ot.  36.  Yet  he  paff- 
ed  away,  and  lo,  he  was  not ;  yea,  1  fought  him,  but  he  could  not 
be  found. 

The  great  Babylonian  monarch  had  his  own  exaltation,  and 
fubfequent  degradation,  pourtrayed  to  him,  in  a  vifion,  under 
this  very  image,  which  conveyeth  to  the  mind  a  mofl  ftrikingand 
'affedling  idea  of  the  rife  and  fall  of  men  and  empires,  which  have 
now  no  exigence,  but  in  hiflory.  “  I  faw,  and  behold  a  tree  in 

u  the  midft  of  the  earth,  and  the  height  thereof  was  great.  1  he 
V  *  *  “  tree 
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i(  tree  grew,  and  was  flrong,  and  the  height  thereof  reached  un- 
xc  to  heaven,  and  the  fight  thereof  to  the  end  of  the  earth. 
<c  The  leaves  thereof  were  fair,  and  the  fruit  thereof  much,  and 
it  was  meat  for  ail  :  the  beafls  of  the  field  had  fhadow  un- 
“  der  it,  and  the  fowls  of  the  heaven  dwelt  in  the  boughs  there- 
4C  of,  and  all  flefli  was  fed  of  it.  I  law  in  the  Villons  of  my  head 
<c  upon  my  bed,  and  behold  a  watcher  and  an  holy  one  came 
<c  down  from  heaven.  He  cried  aloud,  and  find  thus:  Hew 
xe  down  the  tree,  and  cut  off  his  branches,  fhake  off  his  leaves,  and 
“  fcatter  his  fruit ;  let  the  beafis  get  away  from  under  it,  and 
tc  the  fowls  from  his  branches.'*  Dan.iv.  10,  ii,&c.  Seethe 
prophet’s  expofition,  20,  21,  See.  and  what  is  laid  above,  on  ver* 
lo.  of  this  Plalm. 

37.  Mark  the  per fe£l  man,  and  behold  the  upright :  for  the  end 
of  that  man  is  peace .  38.  But  the  tranfgrejfors  Jhall  be  dejtroyed 
together  ;  the  end  of  the  wicked  Jhall  be  cut  off. 

After  taking  a  view  of  thofe  fhort  lived  honours,  which  the 
world  fetreth  upon  the  heads  of  itsmoft  favoured  votaries,  let  us 
turn  our  eyes  to  the  “perfedt  and  Upright  One;”  let  us  behold 
the  permanent  greatnefs  and  the  unfading  glory  of  the  tree  os' 
life,  which  is  in  the  midfl  of  the  paradifeof  God  ;  whofeleaves 
are  for  the  healing  of  the  nations,  and  whofe  fruit  is  the  fruit  of 
x<  peace.” 

39.  But  the  falvation  of  the  righteous  is  of  the  Lord,  he  is 
their  firength  in  the  time  of  trouble.  40,  And  the  Lord  Jhall 
help  them ,  and  deliver  them;  he  fliall  deliver  them  from,  the  wick¬ 
ed,  and  fave  them  hecaufe  they  put  their  trufl  in  him. 

Of  thee,  OLord  Jefu,  is  our  falvation  ;  be  thou  our  firength 
in  this  mortal  life,  which  is  a  time  of  trouble;  help  us  againfi: 
our  fpiritual  enemies,  and  deliver  us  from  them  ;  deliver  us  from 
the  wicked  one,  and  from  all  evil ;  and  fave  us  from  the  guilt 
and  punifhment  thereof;  becaufe  we  put  our  trufi  in  thee,  and  ia 
thee  alone. 

( s  t 

.  > .  '  t 

v  VIII  day.  Morning  prayer.  P  S  A  L  M  XXXVIII. 

A  R  G'  U  M  E  N  T. 

In  this  Pfalm,  which  is  the  third  of  thofe  fiyled  Penitential,  the 
finner,  ver.  1.  prayeth  to  be  chafiened  only,  and  not  defiroy- 
ed;  2— 10.  deferibeth  the  fiate  of  his  foul  under  various  ima¬ 
ges,  chiefly  borrowed  from  bodily  difeafes  and  pains;  11,  12. 
complaineth  of  his  friends  forfaking,  and  his  enemies  perfecut- 
ing  him;  but  13—15.  continued!  patient  and  refigned,  com¬ 
mitting  his  caufe  to  God,  whom  16—22.  be  beieecheth  to 
help  him,  on  his  confefiion  and  repentance.  As  our  Lord  took 
upon  him  the  guilt,  and  buffered  the  punifhment  of  fin ;  as 
there  are  fome  paffages  in  the  latter  part  of  the  Pfalm,  literal- 
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\  ]y  predictive  of  his  pafiion,  and  fo  undei  flood  by  the  heft  an¬ 
cient  expofitors ;  and  as  the  (inner  fhould  be  led  by  his  own 
for  rows  to  reded  on  thole  of  his  Redeemer  ;  the  meditations 
of  the  reader  are,  therefore,  under  each  particular,  diredcd  by 
the  en filing  comment,  into  that  channel. 

1.  0  Lord,  rebuke  me  not  in  thy  wrath,  neither  chajien  me  in 

thy  hot  difpleajure .  ,  „ 

The  petition  here  preferred,  as  in  the  fixth  Pfalm,  is  that  Jeho¬ 
vah  would  not  condemn,  asa  judge,  but  chaften,  as  a  father,  for 
the  amendment  and  preservation  of  the  offender.  The  fame 
prayer,  which  we  Tinners  make  for  ourfelves,  Chrift,  who  bore 
oar  fins,  once  made  for  us. 

2.  For  thins  arrows  Jtick  faji  in  me ,  and  thy  hand  prejfeth  me 

fore .  \  . 

The  “ arrows/7  and  the  “hand”  of  God,  are  his  judgments 
on  fin  ;  thofe  internal  pangs  and  terrors  which  pierce  the  foul, 
and  thofe  external  afflictions  and  calamities  which  fink  and  weigh 
down  the  fpirits.  The  holy  Jefus,  at  the  time  of  his  pafiion, 
received  thefe  arrows,  and  fuftained  this  weight,  for  the  {ins  of  the 
whole  world, 

3.  There  is  no  foundnefs  in  my  fie fh,  becaufe  of  thine  anger  / 
neither  is  there  any  reft,  or,  peace,  or,  health  in  my  bones,  be - 
caufe  of  my  Jin . 

The  exprellions  in  this  verfe  are  applicable  to  the  diforders 
and  difeafes  which  fin  hath  introduced  both  into  the  foul  and  in¬ 
to  the  body,  as  the  terms,  “health,”  and  “ficknefs,”  are  in 
Scripture  nolefs  frequently  employed  to  defcribe  the  Rate  of  the 
former,  than  that  of  che  latter.  If  a  fmgle  firmer  thus  complain- 
eth  of  his  grief  and  pain,  what  mull  have  been  the  agony  and 
pafiion  of  him  who  ImTered  for  all,  mercifully  and  lovingly  fub- 
xnitted  tobe“  made  fin  for  us.” 

4.  For  mins  iniquities  are  gone  over  my  head ;  as  an  heavy  bur¬ 
den  they  are  too  heavy  for  me. 

Sins  and  forrows  are  here,  as  in  many  other  places,  reprefent- 
ed  under  the  image  of  mighty  waters  rolling  inceffantly  over  the 
head  of  the  perfon  funk  into  them,  and  by  their  accumulated 
weight  deprelling  him,  fo  that  he  can  no  more  rife  above  them. 
Let  us  meditate  on  that  deep  and  tempeftuous  ocean,  into  which 
we  were  the  means  of  plunging  the  innocent  Jefus. 

cp  My  wounds  Jiink  and  are  corrupt  through  my  foolifhnefs . 

Sin  is  the  wound  of  the  foul,  which  muft  be  wafhed  with  the 
tears  of  repentance,  cleanfed  by  the  blood  of  Chrift,  and  healed 
by  the  Spirit  of  the  Holy  One.  It  requires  great  care  and  at¬ 
tention,  until  the  cure  be  completed.  Otherwife,  mortification, 
and  death  enfue,  as  in  the  cafe  of  outward  wounds,  if  neglect¬ 
ed,  or  ill  managed.  See  Ifai.  i,  6.  Luke  x.  34.  All  the  foies 

and  pains  of  the  body  inyftical  are  lamented  by  him  who  is  the 

Head 
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Head  of  that  body,  and  who  felt  the  fad  effects  of  thefe  corrup¬ 
tions  of  our  nature,  in  the  day  of  his  fufferings. 

6.  1  am  troubled ,  Heb.  writhed,  or,  distorted,  J  am  bowed 
down  greatly  ;  I  go  mourning  all  the  day  long . 

As  the  body  by  pain,  fo  the  foul  by  guilt,  is  “  diftorted”  frorr* 
its  original  uprightnefs;  it  is  “  bowed  down”  to  the  earth, 
through  fhame  and  fear,  being  no  longer  able  to  look  up  towards 
heaven,  with  its  accuftomed  holy  confidence,  and  inftead  of  re¬ 
joicing  in  a  good  confidence,  and  the  hope  of  glory,  forrow  is  its 
portion,  and  grief  its  familiar  acquaintance.  And  what  wonder, 
that  we  fhould  be  lAa mbled  and  affhded  for  our  own  fins,  when 
the  Son  of  God  was  fo  humbled  and  cfflided  for  fins  not  his  own  ? 

7.  For  my  loins  are  filled  with  a  loathfome  difieafe,  or,  inflam¬ 
mation  ;  and  there  is  no  foundnefs  in  my  ft  efh. 

The  “  difelfe,”  or  “  inflammation,”  complained  of,  in  thefe 
metaphorical  terms,  feems  to  be  the  diftemperature  of  our  fallen 
nature,  whereby  it  co  neth  to  pals,  that  “  the  flefij  lufteth  againft 
u  the  fpirit;”  it  is  that  “  other  law  in  our  members,  warring  a- 
“gainft  the  law  in  our  minds,  bringing  us  into  captivity  to^the 

“  iaw  °f  and  forcing  every  fon  of  Adam  to  cry  out _ “  O 

tc  w**etche3.  man  that  1  am,  who  (hall  deliver  me  from  this  body  of 
^  death  !”  Happy  is  it  for  ns,  that  we  are  enabled  to  go  on  with 
the  Apoftle,  and  to  “rhank  God,”  that  we  are  delivered,  “through 

Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord,”  on  whom  were  “laid  the  iniquities 
£e  of  us  all.”  A 

8  /  am  feeble  and  fore  broken :  1  have  roared  by  reafon  of  the 
difquietnef r  of  my  heart . 

The  vigour  of  a  man  is  broken  in  pieces,  and  wafted  away,  by 
pain  and  the  difquietude  from  thence  arifing,  which  caufe  pierc- 
ingcries,  and  loud  lamentations.  When  fin  in  the  foul  is  felt 
like  fickiiefs  in  the  body,  it  will  produce  effects  in  fome  degree 
Similar.  Let  us  refled  on  the  Sufferings,  the  cries,  and  the  tears 
or  our  Redeemer. 

r 

9*  L03.D,  all  my  defre  is  before  thee :  and  my  groaning  is  not 
hd  from  thee .  ^ 

The  “defires,”  and  “groans”  of  the  penitent  are  known  to 
God,  and  marked  down  in  his  book ;  and  there  is  no  fmall  com¬ 
fort  m  thinking  and  acknowledging  that  they  are  fo;  but  much 
more  comfort  is  there  in  the  remembrance  of  thole  inconceivable 
“  defires, ”  and  thofe  unutterable  “groanings,”  which  the  holy 
Jelus  poured  forth  for  us  in  the  days  of  his  flefti,  and  which  pre¬ 
vail  for  the  acceptance  of  our  own. 

ro.  My  heart  pant eth,  my  ft rength  hath  failed  me,  for  the  light 
of  mine  eyes ,  it  is  gone  from  me . 

j-J?  b0dl!y  flckneis>  thefe.  are  tIlree  fymptoms  of  approaching 
diilolution  ;  and  the  foul  is  in  great  extremity,  when  the  three  cor- 

reJpondirig  fymptoms  appear  upon  her;  namely, when  flie  hath  net. 

ther 
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ther  refolution  to  will,  power  to  perform,  nor  knowledge  to 
tlifcern  the  things  that  belong  unto  her  health  and  peace. 

11.  My  lovers  and  my  friends  Jland  aloof  from  my  fore ,  or,  plague 
or,  affliction,  and  my  kinfmen,  or,  my  neighbours  jtand  afar  off, 

A  body  affti&ed  with  a  noifome  diftemper,and  a  foal  troubled  on 
account  of  fin,  find  but  few  friends,  who  have  charity  enough  to 
flay  with,  and  to  miniiterto  them.  Let  us  not  be  furprifed,  or 
offended  at  this,  when  v/e  lee  the  righteous  Jefus,  at  his  pafiion, 
deilituts  and  forfaken  by  all  ;  as  it  is  written  ;  “  Then  all  the 
* 1  difciples  forfook  him,  and  fled.  Matt.  xxvi.  56.  and  all  hisac- 
€(  quaintance,  and  the  women  that  followed  him  from  Galilee, 
“  flood  afar  off,  beholding  thefe  things.”  Luke  xxiii.  49. 

12.  7  hey  alfo  that  feck  after  my  life,  lay  fnares  for  me.*  and 
they  that  feek  my  hurt ,  fpeak  mifchievous  things,  and  imagine  de~ 
ceits  all  the  day  long.  13.  But  I,  as  a  deaf  man,  heard  not  ; 
and  1  was  as  a  dumb  man,  that  openeth  not  his  mouth.  14.  Thus 
j  was  as  a  man  that  heareth  not ,  and  in  whofe  mouth  are  no  re - 
proofs ,  or,  altercations . 

Thefe  yerfes  defcrib.e  and  recommend  to  our  imitation  the 
behaviour  of  David,  and  of  a  greater  than  David,  when  under 
perfection  ;  the  former  from  Abfalom,  Ahitophel,  Shimei,  &c. 
the  latter  from  the  chief  priefis  and  elders,  Judas,  and  the  Jews. 

15.  For  in  thee,  0  Lord,  do  1  hope,  or,  thee  do  1  wait  for : 
thou  wilt  hear,  or,  anfwer,  0  Lord,  my  God x. 

This  verfe  affigns  the  realon  why  the  ill  ulage,  which  we  re¬ 
ceive  at  the  hands  of  men,  fiiould  be  born  with  patience  and  re- 
fig nation  ;  namely,  becauff,  as  it  is  not  without,  the  permilfion,  fo 
neither  will  it  be  without  the  notice  of  the  Almighty  ;  who  will 
one  day  take  the  matter  into  his  own  hands.  Chrifl,  faith  St. 
Peter,  i(  who  did  no  fin,  neither  was  guile  found  in  his  mouth, 
i(  yet  when  he  was  reviled,  reviled  not  again  ;  when  he  luffered, 
«  he  threatened  not;  but  committed  himfelf  to  him  thatjudgeth 
“  righteoufly t  Pet.  ii.  21. 

16.  For  1  faid,  Hear  me,  left  other  wife  they  ft  ould  rejoice  over 
me  :  when  my  foot  flippeth,  they  magnify  themfelves  againft  me. 

As  the  glory  of  God  may  be  faid,  in  lo.me  meafure,  to  depend 
on  the  behaviour  and  fate  of  his  fervants ;  on  that  account,  be- 
iides  the  dings  of  confidence,  temporal  punifhments,  and  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  eternal  torments,  good  men  fhould  ever  have  before  their 
eyes  the  difhonour  which  is  brought  on  the  name  of  God,  and 
the  flop  which  is  pur  to  the  progrels  of  his  Golpel,  by  the  fall  of 
any  eminently  righteous  and  holy  perfon  into  fin.  . 

17.  For  1  am  ready  to  halt,  and  my  forrow  is  continually  before 
me .  1  8  For  I  will  declare  mine  iniquity  :  and  be  firry  for  my  fin? 

The  furelt  way  to  have  our  weaknefs  ftrengthened,  and  our 
fm  forgiven,  is  to  acknowledge  and  confefs  both  ;  and  this  we 

P£ed  not  be  afhanied  to  do,  when  we  confider,  that  he,  .who  is 

■'  toe 
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the  Lord  ftrong  and  mighty,  took  our  infirmities;  and  the kfclg 
of  righteoufnefs  bare  our  fins,  in  his  own  body,  on  the  tree. 

19.  But  mine  enemies  are  lively ,  and  they  are  Jlrong,  and  they 
that  hate  me  wrongfully  are  multiplied .  20.  They  aljo  that  render 
evil  for  good  are  mine  adverfaries  ;  becaufe  1  follow  the  thing  that 
good  is. 

Thefe  words,  joined  with  the  preceding,  are  applicable  to  the 
fdiftrefs  of  David,  and  the  profperity  of  his  adverfaries;  to  the 
fufferings  of  Chrift,  and  the  triumph  of  the^  ews;  to  the  afflictions 
of  the  church,  and  the  gaiety  of  the  work  ;  to  the  weaknels  of 
faith,  and  the  ftrength  of  nature.  The  refult  of  all  is  this,  that 
falvation  cometh  of  God  only,  and  is  to  be  implored  in  the 
following  words,  which  conclude  the  Pfalm. 

21.  Forfake  me  not ,  0  Lord  ;  0  my  Cod,  he  not  far  from  me, 
22.  Make  hafte  to  help  me,  0  Lord  Cod  of  my  falvation . 

PSALM  XXXIX. 

ARGUMENT. 

The  prophet,  in  a  (late  of  diftrefs  and  perfecution,  determineth 
1 — 3.  to  be  watchful  and  fllent,  as  our  blefled  Lord  alfo  was, 
before  his  enemies.  4,  He  prayeth  for  a  due  fenfe  of  the 
fhortnefs  of  human  life  ;  and  after  meditating  5,  6.  on  that 
fubjeCl,  fixeth  all  his  faith  and  hope  in  God,  7.  whom  he  in- 
treateth,  but  with  fubmiflion  to  his  will,  8 — 10.  for  remifflon 
,  of  fin,  and  alleviation  of  mifery.  1 1.  From  a  view  of  the  hu¬ 
man  body  wearing  away  by  ficknefs,  he  breaketh  out  12, 
13.  into  a  mod  fervent  and  affe&ionate  prayer,  which  ought 
to  be  continually  in  the  mouth  of  the  Cbriflian,  upon  earth. — 
This  Pfalm  is  with  the  utmoll  propriety  appointed  by  the  church 
to  be  ufed  at  the  burial  of  the  dead,  as  a  funeral  is  indeed 
the  befl:  comment  upon  it. 

1.  1  Paid,  1  will  take  heed  to  my  ways ,  that  I  (in  not  with  my 
tongue:  1  will  keep  my  mouth  with  a  bridle ,  while  the  wicked  is  be¬ 
fore  me. 

The  Pfalm  begins  abruptly  with  the  refult  of  a  meditation  on 
the  narrow,  flippery,  and  dangerous  paths  of  life  ;  and  more  e- 
fpecially,  on  the  extreme  difficulty  of  reftraining  the  tongue,  a- 
raidft  the  continual  temptations  and  provocations  of  the  adverfary. 
I11  thefe  circuipftances,  “  watchfulnefs”  and filence”  are  refolv- 
ed  on,  as  the  only  means  of  fecurity.  Let  us  behold  the  Lamb 
of  God,  as  our  great  pattern  and  example  herein. 

2.  I  was  dumb  with  filence,  I  held  my  peace  even  from  good,  and 
tny  fomow  was  Jlirred . 

There  is  a  time  to  keep  filence,  becaufe  there  are  men  who 
will  not  hear ;  there  are  tempers,  favage  and  fenfual,  as  thole 
of  fwine,  before  whom,  evangelical  pearls,  or  the  treafures  of 

heavenly 
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heavenly  wifdom,  are  not  to  be  call.  This  confiderarion  ffir- 
jreth  up  frelh  grief  and  trouble,  in  a  pious  and  charitable  heart. 
How  much  more  mull  it  have  done  fo,  in  the  foul  of  him  who 
lived  and  died  only  for  the  falvation  of  fmners. 

3.  My  heart  was  hot  within  me,  while  I  was  mufttig  the  f re 
burned;  then  fpake  I  with  my  tongue. 

The  lire  ol  divine  Charity,  thus  prevented  from  diffufing  it- 
feif,  for  the  illumination  and  warmth  of  thofe  around  it,  and 
like  other  fire,  rendered  more  intenfe  by  its  confinement,  pre- 
fently  afcended,  in  the  flame  of  devotion,  toward  heaven; 
while  it  continued  to  be  fed,  and  preferved  in  brightnefs  and 
vigour,  by  meditation  on  the  goodnefs  of  God,  and  the  in¬ 
gratitude  of  man  ;  the  tranfient  mileries  of  time,  and  the  du¬ 
rable  glories  of  etrnity. 

4.  Lord,  make  me  to  know  mine  end ,  and  the  meafure  of  my 
days  what  it  is;  that  I  may  know  how  frail  I  am. 

Wearied  with  the  contradiction  of  finners,  and  fickening  at 
the  prolpecl  of  fo  much  wretchednefs  in  the  valley  of  weeping, 
the  foul  looks  forward  to  her  departure  from  hence,  praying 
for  fuch  a  fenfe  of  the  fhortnefs  of  human  life,  as  may  enable 
her  to  bear  the  forrows  of  this  world,  and  excite  her  to  pre¬ 
pare  for  the  joys  of  a  better.  “  O  faithlefs  and  perverfe  ge- 
“  iteration, ^  faith  even  the  meek  and  patient  Jefus  hirnfeif, 
“  how  long  /hall  I  be  with  you,  how  long  fhali  J  fnffer  you? 
Matt.  xvii.  ]  y.  ^ 

5.  Behold,  thou  haft  made  my  days  as  an  hand  breadth ,  and 
mine  age  is  as  nothing  before  thee  :  verily  every  man  at  his  heft, 
Heb.  Jett led  eft  ale,  is  altogether  vanity . 

The  age  of  man,  or  that  of  the  world,  is  but  a  <c  fpan”  in 
dimenfion,  a  moment  in-duration ;  nay,  it  is  lefs  than  both; 
it  is  “  nothing,”  if  compared  with  the  unmeafurable  extent, 
and  the  unnumbered  days  of  eternity :  every  hour,  from  that 
of  our  birth,  brings  us  fo  much  nearer  to  our  death;  nor  can 
we  continue,  for  a  fecond  of  time,  in  one  flay.  “  Behold,” 
then,  O  Lord,  the  “  vanity”  of  man;  and  be  fo  merciful  un¬ 
to  him,  as  to  open  his  eyes,  that  he  may  behold  it  himfelf  l 

6.  Surely ,  every  man  walketh  in  a  vainfhew ,  or,  in  a  Jhadowy 
image :  furely  they  are  difquieted  in  vain:  he  heapeth  up  riches, 
and  knoweth  not  who  fhali  gather  them . 

This  world  is,  to  the  other,  as  a  <c  fhadow”  to  the  fub- 
flance ;  nay,  temporal,  life,  health,  riches,  honours,  and  plea- 
fures,  can  hardly  be  called  fhadows  of  thofe  which  are  eternal, 
in  point  of  refemblance;  though,  for  their  illufive  and  fleet¬ 
ing  nature,  they  are  fhadows  indeed.  “  The  mortal  (late  of 
“  man  is  compounded  of  light  and  darknefs;  feeming  to  be 
“  fomething,  when  really  it  is  nothing ;  always  altering,  and 

ending  on  a  fudden  ;  neareft  to  difappearing,  when  at  full 

-  '  /  : ;  “  length  ; 
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“length  ;  furp  to  continue  no  longer  than  while  the  fun  is  a- 
“  hove  the  horizon;  but  liable  to  vanifh  at  the  interpofition  oF 
“  a  cloud  ;  and,  when  it  is  gone,  leaving  no  track  behind  it.’’ 
The  fate  of  riches,  heaped  up  by  mifers,  with  unutterable  care 
•and  anxiety,  may  convince  us,  how  “  vainly  men  are  difqui- 
“eted!” 

7.  And  now,  Lord,  what  wait  1  for  P  My  hope  is  in  thee . 

The  foul,  that  hath  a  true  fenfe  of  the  vanity  of  the  crea¬ 
ture,  will  at  once  fix  her  thoughts  and  affections  on  the  Crea¬ 
tor.  A  celebrated  writer,  delcribing  a  man  of  the  world,  on 
his  death-bed,  hath  exprelled  this  fentirnent,  with  wonderful 
fubl unity  and  elegance — “  Whoever  would  know  how  much 
“  piety  and  virtue  furpafs  all  external  goods,  might  here  have 
“  feen  them  weighed  againfl  each  other,  where  all  that  gives 
“  motion  to  the  adive,  and  elevation  to  the  eminent;  all  that 
“  fparkles  in  the  eye  of  hope,  and  pants  in  thebofom  offufpicion, 
u  at  once  became  dufl:  in  the  balance,  without  weight,  and  with- 
Ci  out  regard.  Riches,  authority,  and  praife,  lofe  all  their  influ- 
<{  ence,  when  they  are  confidered  as  riches,  which  to-morrow 
<l  fhall  be  bellowed  upon  another  :  authority,  which  fhall  this 
“  night  expire  for  ever  ;  and  praife,  which,  however  merited^ 
“  or  however  fmcere,  fhall,  after  a  few  moments,  be  heard  no 
“  more.”* 

3.  Deliver  me  from  all  my  tranfgreffions  ;  make  me  not  the  re - 
p roach  of  the  foolifh. 

Affliction  hath  then  had  its  proper  efteCl,  when  the  fufferer  is 
thereby  convinced  of  fin,  and  therefore  prayeth  for  a  removal 
of  the  latter,  as  the  only  way  to  be  delivered  from  the  former. 
The  “  reproaches”  of  the  foolifh  make  no  inconfiderable  article 
in  the  accountoia  Chriflian’s  fufferings ;  and  our  Lord  frequent¬ 
ly  complaineth  of  them,  in  the  Pfalms,  as  one  of  the  bitter  ingre¬ 
dients  of  his  own  cup. 

9.  lwas  dumb,  1  opened  not  my  mouth  ;  hecaufe  thou  didft  it. 

Whatever  materials  compofe  the  rod  of  afBidion,  and  from 

whatfoever  quarter  the  flroke  cometh,  let  us  remember,  that  the 
rod  is  gralped,  and  the  llroke  is  inflicted,  by  the  hand  of  our 
heavenly  Father.  To  revenge  ourfelves  on  the  inflrument,  is 
folly  ;  to  murmur  againfl  the  agent,  is  fomething  worfe. 

10.  Remove  thy  Jiroke  away  from  me  :  I  am  conjumed  by  the 
blow  of  thy  band . 

The  Chriftian,  who  knows  from  whence  his  troubles  proceed, 
knows  where  to  apply,  for  relief ;  and  having  firfl  petitioned” 
for  remillion  of  fin,  ver.  8.  he  then  humbly  lupplicates  for  a  mi¬ 
tigation  of  his  forrow.  “  Father,”  faith  the  beloved  Son  of 
<{  God,  ir  thou  be  willing,  remove  this  cup  from  me.”  Luke 
&xii.  42. 

*  Rambler,  Vol.  II.  No.  54. 
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II.  When  thou  with  rebukes  doj ?  correft  man  for  iniquity  ,  thou 
mahft  his  beauty ,  or,  all  that  is  delightful ,  or,  defjrhble  in  him 
to  confume  away  like  a  mouth  :  furely  every  man  is  vanity  l 

1  Ire  body  of  man  is  as  a  “  garment*'  to  the  foul :  in  this  gar¬ 
ment  fin  hath  lodged  a  “  moth,”  which,  by  degrees,  fretteth  and 
weareth  away,  firft,  the  beauty,  then  the  ftrength,  and,  finally 
the  contexture  of  its  parts.  Whoever  has  watched  the  progrefs 
of  a  confumption,  or  any  other  lingering  diftemper,  nay,  the 
(low  and  filent  devaluations  of  time  alone,  in  the  human  frame, 
will  need  no  farther  illuftration  of  this  juft  and  affe&ing  fimili- 
tude  ;  but  will  difcern,  at  once,  the  propriety  of  the  reflection, 
which  follows  upon  it.— — “  Surely,  every  man  is  vanity  !” 

1 2-  He eir  my  prayer ,  0  Lord  .•  and  give  ear  unto  my  cry  . 
hold  not  thy  peace  at  my  tears  ;  for  I  am  a  ftr anger  with  thee 
and  a  fojourner ,  as  dll  my  fathers  were. 

Meditation  fhould  terminate  in  devotion  ;  and  meditation  on 
human  vanity  and  mifery,  if  indulged  as  it  deferves  to  be,  cer¬ 
tainly  will  do  fo  ;  it  will  bring  us  to  our  “  prayers,”  our  “  cries” 
and  our  “tears  ;”  and  teach  us  to  addrefs  the  throne  of  grace,  as 
poor  pilgrims  in  a  ftrange  land,  who  have  here  no  abiding  city, 
but  are  loon  to  ftrike  our  tents,  and  be  gone  for  ever.  Such 
was  David,  though  king  of  Ifrael  ;  and  fuch  was  the  fon  of  Da¬ 
vid,  in  the  body  of  his  flefh,  though  Lord  of  all  things  :  both 
were“  ftrangersand  fojourners,  as  all  their  fathers,”  Abraham, 
Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  were  nefore  them,  and  as  all  their  children  have 
been,  and  lhall  be,  after  them  upon  the  earth. 

*  13.  0  fpare  me ,  that  I  may  recover  flrength  before  I  go  hence 
and  be  no  more. 

MoiV  fervently  and  affectionately,  therefore,  ought  the  Chrif- 
tlan  pilgrim  to  pray,  that  God  would  fpare  his  life,  and  refpite 
the  fatal  fentence,  until  all,  that  hath  been  decayed  through  the 
frailty  of  nature,  be  renewed  by  the  power  of  grace;  that  his 
perfect  reconciliation  with  the  Almighty  may  be  accomplifhed, 
and  his  plenary  pardon  fealed  in  heaven,  before  he  taketh  hislaft 
farewel  of  the  world,  and  ceafeth  to  have  an  exiftence  in  thefe 
regions  of  vanity  and  forrow. 

P  S  A  L  M  XL. 

argument. 

It  is  plain,  from  ver.  6—8.  of  this  Pfalm,  compared  with  Heb- 
x.  5.  that  the  prophet  is  fpeaking  in  the  perfon  of  Chrift,  who, 
1 _ c.  celebrateth  the  deliverance  wrought  for  his  myftical  bo¬ 

dy,  'the  Church,  by  his  refurreaion  from  the  grave,  effecting 
that  of  his  members  from  the  guilt  and  dominion  of  fin;  for 
the  abolition  of  which  he  declareth  6—8,  the  inefficacy  of 
the  legal  facrifices,  and  mentioneth  his  own  incarnation,  to 

do  the  will  of  his  Father,  and  9,  to.  to  preach  righteoufnefs 

to 
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to  the  world,  n  — 13.  He  reprefentetb  himfelf  as  praying, 
while  under  his  fufFerings,  for  his  own  and  his  people’s  falva- 
tion  ;  he  foretelleth  14,  15.  the  confufion  and  defolation  of  his 
enemies,  and  16.  the  joy  and  thankfulnefs  cf  his  difciples  and 
fervants;  for  the  fpeedy  accomplifhment  of  which,  17.  he  pre¬ 
ferred!  a  petition. 

1.  1  waited  patiently  for  the  Lord,  and  he  inclined  unto  me, 
and  heard  my  cry. 

In  this  verfe  we  hear  the  voice  of  the  meek  Lamb  of  God, 
who,  though  never  forrow  was  like  unto  his  forrow,  “  waited 
“patiently,”  till  the  time  appointed  by  the  father  came,  when  that 
forrow  fhould  be  turned  into  joy.  Let  not  his  difciples  expeel 
to  “  inherit  the  promifes,”  otherwife  than  “  through  faith  aud 
“patience.”  Four  thoufand  years,  the  church,  under  the  patri¬ 
archs,  the  law,  and  the  prophets,  waited  for  the  firfl  advent  of 
Mefiiah;  and,  feventeen  hundred  years,  the  church,  under  the 
Gofpel,  hath  waited  for  the  fecond.  Jehovah,  who  inclined 
himfelf  to  the  prayers  of  the  former,  will  alfo  hear  the  cries  of 
the  latter. 

2.  He  brought  me  up  alfo  out  of  an  horrible  pit ,  Keb.  a  pit  of 
confufed  tumultuous  noifey  out  of  the  miry  clay ,  and  ft  my  feet 
upon  a  rock ,  and  ejlablifhed  my  goings. 

The  fufFerings,  from  which  our  Redeemer  was  delivered,  are 
here  deferibed  under  the  image  of  a  dark  fubterraneous  cavern, 
from  which  there  was  no  emerging,  and  where  roaring  cataracts 
of  water  broke  in  upon  him,  overwhelming  him  on  every  fide- 
till,  as  it  is  exprefled  in  the  xviiith  Pfalm,  “  God  fent  from  above, 

**  and  took  him,  and  drew  him  out  of  many  waters.”  Let  us 
celebrate  the  deliverance  of  Chrift,  as  a  pledge  and  earned:  of 
our  own  refeue  from  the  troubles  and  temptations  of  life  ;  from 
the  power  o f  death  and  the  grave;  from  die  “  horrible  pit,  and 
ic  the  miry  clay when  we  (hall  be  exalted  on  “the  rock”  of 
our  falvation,  and  our  “goings”  fhall  be  “  eftablifhed”  for  e- 
ver. 

3.  jdnd  he  hath  put  a  new  fong  in  my  mouth }  even  prat  he  un¬ 
to  our  God.*  many  Jh  all  fee  it,  and  fear,  and  Jhall  ttufl  in  the 
Lord. 

Every  new  deliverance  requires  “  a  new  fong.”  Chriftians 
fing  their  wonderful  redemption,  from  fin  and  death,  in  thefe  ho¬ 
ly  hymns,  which  God,  by  his  Spirit,  hath  put  into  their  mouths, 
and,  which,  by  tiieir  application  to  matters  evangelical,  are  be- 
*  come  “  new” fongs,  fetting  forth  the  praife  and  glory  of  God, 
through  Jefus  Chrift.  And  who  can  hear  the  church,  tinging 
ihevidlory  and  triumph  of  her  mighty  and  merciful  Saviour, 
without  being  incited  to  “  fear,”  and  “  to  believe?” 

4.  Bleffed  is  that  man  that  maketh  the  Lord  his  trufl:  cindrs- 
fpedleth  not  the  proud ,  nor  fuch  as  turn  a  fide  to  lies . 

.  y 
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He  who  is  fenfible  how  much  God  hath  done,  and  how  little 
the  world  can  do  for  him,  will  earneftly  and  heartily  pronom  » ce 
the  blelTednefs  of  the  man,  who  relies  upon  the  real  pow  er  ancf 
goodnefs  of  the  former,  inftead  of  fuffering  himlelf  to  be  deceiv¬ 
ed  by  the  empty  parade,  and  fallacious  promifes  of  the  latter'. 

.  5.  Many ,  0  Lord  my  God ,  are  thy  wonderful  works  which 
thou  haft  done ,  and  thy  thoughts  which  are  to  us -ward:  they  can¬ 
not  he  reckoned  up  in  order  unto  thee  ;  if  I  would  declare  andipeah 
of  them,  they  are  more  than  can  be  numbered. 

The  counie Is  and  works  of  the  ever-blefled  Trinity,  planned 
and  executed  for  the  benefit  of  man,  in  his  creation  and  prefer- 
Vaticn,  his  redemption  and  falsification,  in  order  to  his  refur- 
re&ion  and  glorification,  through  Chrift,  already  rife n  and  glo¬ 
rified,  are  fubje&s  which  can  never  be  exhanfted,  by  rhe  intel¬ 
lectual  powers  of  men  or  angels  ;  but  will,  robot b,  afford  matter 
of  incefiant  meditation,  and  endlefs  praife.  Yet,  bow  little  dp 
we  meditate  on  them  ;  how  feldom,  and  how  coldly,  do  we  praife 
God  for  them  ! 

6.  Sacrifice  and  offering  thou  didft  not  defire ,  mine  ears  haft 
thou  opened ,  burnt-offering  and  fin-offering  haft  thou  not  required . 
7.  Then  / aid  /,  lo,  f  come  ;  in  the  volume  0 f  the  hook  it  is  written 
of  me.  8.  I  delight  to  do  thy  will  ,0  my  God;  yea,  thy  law  is  with* 
hi  my  heart.- 

Thefe  words,  as  the  Apoftle  informeth  us,  Heb.  x.  5.  are 
ipoken  by  Chrift,  in  his  own  perfon.  In  them  he  proclaims  the 
inefficacy  of  the  legal  facrifices  to  take  away  fin,  and  the  divine 
difapprobation  of  fuch  facrifices,  when  relied  on  for  that  purpofe. 
He  fets  forth  his  own  readinefs,  to  do,  and  to  fufier  the  will  of 
the  Father,  implied  in  the  Pfalm,  by  the  words— u  mine  ears 

haft  thou  opened  but  more  plainly  expreffed  in  the  Apoftle’s 
citation,  by  the  paraphrafe,  “a  body  haft  thou  prepared  me;”* 


*  For  the  expreflion,  “  Mine  ears  haft  thou  opened/’  Teems  equivalent  to* 
«*  Thou  haft  made  me  obedient.”  Thus  Ifai.  1.  5.  “  The  Lord  God  hath  opened 
mine  ears,  and  I  was  not  rebellious,  neither  turned  away  back.  I  gave  my 
“  back  to  the  Tinkers,”  &c.  The  LXX,  perhaps,  meant  to  interpret  thi* 
fymbolical  expreflion,  when  they  rendered  it  by  &ccy.tt  KetrupTiau  Thou* 

“  haft  prepared,”  or,  “  fitted  my  body,”  that  is,  to  be  “  obedient,’ ”  and  to 
«  do  thy  will.”  See  Dr.  Jackfon,  Vol.  It.  p.  88a.  This  Teems  to  be  the  beft 
Tenfe  of  the  preTent  reading',  and  is  well  exprefled  by  Mr.  Merrick,  in  his  po>- 
etical  verfion : 

Nor  Tacrific  thy  love  can  win, 

Nor  offerings  from  the  {lain  of  fin 

Obnoxious  man  {hall  clear :  ; 

Thy  hand  my  mortal  frame  prepares, 

(Thy  hand,  whofe  ftgnature  its  bears,) 

And  opes  my  willing  ear. 

Mr.  Pierce  of  Exeter  propofed  a  conje&uraJ  alteration  of  the  word 
«  ears,”  into  the  two  words. m*  “  then  abody,”&c,  in  which  cafe,  a  learn¬ 
ed  friend  Tuggefts,  muft  likewiTe  be  altered  to  “  haft  thou  pre- 

w  pared,  or  finifhcd,”  Bifliop  Lowth  wifbes  to  adopt  Mr.iPieree^  cmendatL 
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.Jle  refers  to  the  .  predictions  concerning  Mefliah,  in  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  of  the  Old  Teitament,  which  is  here  ftyled — <c die  volume, 
01%  roll  of  the  book  ”  He  declares  the  plealures  he  had  in  do¬ 
sing  the  Father’s  will,  or  in  accompliihing  the  law  ;  which  had  ta* 
Leu  polieffipn  of  all  his  powers  and  faculties  ;  having  Been  admit¬ 
ted  oy  the  underttanding,  retained  in  the  memory,  and  render¬ 
ed  operative  in  the  will.  46  I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O  my  God  * 
(i  yea,  thy  law  is  within  my  heart. 

,  9.  I  have  preached  righteoufnefs,  in  the  great  congregation :  lo ,  I 

Ibave  not  refrained  my  lips,  0  Lord ,  thou  hnowejf,  10.  I  have 
not  bid  thy  ri^hteou/nefs  within  my  heart ,  1  have  declared  thy  faith¬ 
fulness  and  thy  falvation ;  I  have  not  concealed  thy  loving  kindnefs 
xmd  thy  truth  from  the  great  congregation . 

As  the  preceding  verfes  delcfibed  the  prieftly  office  of  our 
Lord;  in  the  execution  of  which,  he  offered  himielf,  and  his  all- 
|yerfe£t  obedience,  for  us  ;ffo,  in  the  paffage  now  before  us,  he 
declares  Himielf  to  have  acted  up  to  the  prophetical  part  of  his 
zch "trailer,  by  “  preaching”  the  dodlrines  of  truth,  righteoufnefs 
and  laivation,  to  the  people,  without  concealing  aught,  through 
negligence,  fear,  or  favour.  Happy  the  minilter  ot  Chrifl,  wlio 
on  his  death  bed,  is  able  to  fay  the  fame. 

11.  Withhold  not  thou  thy  tender  mercies  from  me,  0  Lord; 
det  thy  loving  kindnefs  and  thy  truth  alway  preferve  me. 

The  beloved  Son  of  God  here  prayeth  for  the  continuation  of 
that  mercy,  and  the  accompli  foment  of  thofe  gracious  promifes, 
to  his  body,  the  church,  which  made  the  lubjeHs  of  his  heavenly 
>  difcourfes,  in  the  days  of  his  fleffi.  Such  ought  to  be  the  fub- 
eels  of  our  difeourfes,  and  of  our  prayers. 

V'  1.2.  For  innumerable  evils  have  compaffed  me  about ;  mine  inf 
Equities  have  taken  hold  upon  me,  fo  that  I  am  not  able  to  look  up  : 
they  are  more  than  the  hairs  of  mine  head,  therefore  my  heart  fail - 
t  h~  me .  t- 

?  ■  If  thefe  words,  as  well  as  the  foregoing,  are  fuppofed  to  be 
ipokeii  by  our  Lord,  (and  indeed  there  doth  not  appear  to  be 
irany  change  of  perfon)  they  mull  be  uttered  by  him,  confidering 

f  on,  in  order  to  render  the  original  conformable  to  St.  Paul's  citation  from  thc 
: XXX  And  I  mult  confefs,  if  the  apoftle’s  argument  turned  on  the  word 
"O-cefA*  fuch  emendation  might  feem  neceflary.  It  is  true,  au/uct  Xp/s-*  oc¬ 
curs  in  the  fuccecding  verfe  ;  but  I  think  it  not  eflcntial  to  the  argument, 
which  feems  to  Ttand  clear  and  full,  whatever  be  the  meaning  of  crccfAct 
xumpr.Tco  poi — “  When  he  faid,  Sacrifice,  &c.  thou  wouldeft  not — then  he 
faid,  Lo,  I  come,  to  do  thy  will  0  God.  He  taketh  away  the  firft,  that  ho 
.may  eftablifh  the  fecond  *'  The  author  of  the  anonymous  notes  in  Mr. 
..Merrick’s  \nnotations,  I  find,  is  of  this  opinion.  “  It  is  noLcertain  that  the 
ct  Apoftle  argues  from  the  word  at  all.  He  quotes  the  tranflation  of 

the  LXX,  as  he  found  it  in  his  copy;  lays  a  ftrefs  on  what  is  in  the  He- 
brew;  but  none  on  the  reft;  either  knowing  it  not  not  to  be  there,  or  be- 
^  ing  reftralned,  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  from  making  u&  of  it. 55  See  Ap¬ 
pendix  to  Merrick*  9  Annotat.  p..a94«  -  3  4  ?o  r  . 

'himielf 
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Jiimfelf  (for  fo the  primitive  writers  fuppofe  him  in  the  PSalms, 
frequently  to  consider  himfelf)  as  llill  fuffering  in  his  body  mydicah 
the  church;  and  lamenting,  as  head,  both  the  tranfgreilions  and 
the  afflictions  of  the  members,  accomplishing  their  warfare  in  the 
world.  1  hus  much,  at  lead,  we  know,  that,  after  his  afcenfion, 
M’hen  the  members  were  perfecuted  on  earth,  the  head  complain¬ 
ed  from  heaven,  as  fenhble  of  the  pain.  u  Saul,  Saul,  whyper- 

Secured  thou  Me?”  Some  critics  think  the  word  \3j\%  in  the 
text,  may  be  translated  “my  punishment.”  But  the  author  of 
tiie  Anonymous  notes,  mentioned  below,  obferves,  that  “  all  pu- 
“  niShments,  properly  lpeaking,  prefbppofe  fin  ;  and  efpeei ally, 
4‘  when  they  are  represented,  as  here,  to  overtake  and  feize  a 
“  perfon.  Threfore,  to  underftand  this  ofChrid,  it  mud  be  in- 
6\  terpreted  of  imputed  fins,  or  punishments  for  them.”  Mer- 
rick’s  Annotat.  p.  295. 

13.  Be  pis  a  fed,  0  Lord,  to  deliver  me :  0  Lord,  make  hajle 
to  help  ?ve. 

Th  is  Short,  but  forcible  prayer,  for  help  and  deliverance,  in 
Cod’s  good  time,  and  according  to  his  good  pie  a  fur  e,  continues, 
and  mud  continue  to  be  the  prayer  of  the  church,  and  of  all 
her  children,  until  the  day  of  final  redemption. 

1 4.  Let  them,  or,  they  fall  be  ajhamed  and  confounded  together , 
that  feck  after  my  foul  to  defray  it ;  let  them ,  or,  they  Jhall  be 
driven  backward,  and  put  to  fame,  that  wifi  me  evil .  15.  Let 
them ,  or,  they  fall  he  defolate  for  a  reward  of  their  fame ,  that 

fay  unto  me,  aha,  aha. 

The  Shame,  condition,  and  defolation  to  be  brought  on  the 
Jews  by  the  refurre&ion,  exaltation,  and  power  of  him,  whofe 
blood  they  thirded  after,  and  whom  they  mocked  and  infulted, 
when  in  his  lad  agonies  on  thecrofs,  are  here  foretold ;  and  the 
prophecy  hath  been  punctually  fulfilled.  But  a  more  horrible 
confufion  and  defolation  awaiteth  them,  and  all  other  impenitent 
dinners,  at  the  future  revelation  of  the  righteous  judgment  of 
God  ;  when  vengeance  mud  dedroy  thofe,  whom  mercy  cannot 
reclaim.  And,  to  this  ultimate  ifTue  of  things,  the  church  dire&- 
eth  her  views. 

16.  Let  all  thofe  that  feek  thee,  or,  all  thofe  that  feek  thee  fall, 
rejoice  and  be  glad  in  thee ;  let  fuch  as  love  thy  falvation,  or,  fuch 
as  love  thy  falvation  fall,  fay  continually  the  Lord  he  magnified. 

As  the  lad  verSes  predicted  the  calamities,  which  Should  befal 
the  enemies  of  MeSfiah,  this  defcribeth  the  unfeigned  joy  and 
gladnefs,  fpringing  up  in  the  hearts  of  fuch  as  love  the  falvation 
of  Jefus,  and  evermore  magnify  his  holy  name  in  the  church,  for 
$he  bieffings  of  redemption,  “  eating  their  meat,”  as  the  firft 
Christians  are  laid  to  have  done,  iC  with  gladnefs;  and  SixigleneSs 
16  oi  heart,  praiSing  God.”  A<ds  ii.  46. 
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17.  But  1  am  poor  and  needy ,  yet  the  Lord  thinketh  upon  me  : 
thou  art  my  help  and  my  deliverer  :  make  no  tarrying ,  0  my  God. 

The  church,  like  her  Redeemer,  is  often  poor  a iui  afflicted 
in  this  world,  but  Jehovah  thinketh  upon  her,  and  is  fblicirous 
for  her  fupport;  fhe  is  weak  and  defencelefs,  but  Jehovah  is  her 
help  and  her  deliverer.  With  luch  a  Father,  and  Inch  a  Friend, 
poverty  becometh  rich,  and  weaknefs  itfclf  is  ftrong.  In  the 
mean  time,  let  us  remember,  that  he  who  once  came  in  great 
humility,  fhall  come  again  in  glorious  majefty.  “Make  no  tar- 
crying,  O  our  God  ;  but  Come,  Lord  Jefus,  Come  quickly. 
Rev.  xxii.  20. 


VIII  DAY.  EVENING  PRAYER.  PSALM  XLL 
ARGUMENT. 


The  application  made  of  the  9th  verfe  of  this  Pfalm,  John  xiii. 
18.  iheweth,  that  the  prophet  is  (peaking  in  the  perfon  of 
Mefliah.  1 — 3.  He  declareth  the  bleflednefs  of  the  man  that 
confidereth  the  poor  ;  4.  he  prayeth  for  mercy  and  favour ;  5 — 
.9.  deferibeth  the  behaviour  ofhisadverfaries,  and  ofoneper- 
fon  in  particular;  10.  petitioneth  for  deliverance  ;  1 1,  12-  re- 
joiceth  in  hope  ;  and  13.  breakethout  into thankfgiving. 

1.  Blefjed  is  he  that  confidereth  the  poor ;  the  Lord  will  deli¬ 
ver  him  in  the  time  of  trouble .  Heb.  in  the  day  of  evil . 

As  Chrifl:  confidered  us,  in  our  (fate  of  poverty,  fo  ought  we 
moft  attentively  to  confidcr  him,  in  his;  to  confider  what  he 
fufFered  in  his  own  perfon  ;  to  difeern  him  fullering  in  his 
poor  afflicted  members ;  and  to  extend  to  them  the  mercy 
which  he  extended  to  us.  He,  who  was  “bleffed”  of  jehovab, 
and  “delivered  in  the  evil  day/*  by  a  glorious  refurrection,  will 
u  blefs”  and  “  deliver/*  in  like  manner,  fuch  as,  for  his  fake, 
love  and  relieve  their  brethren. 

2.  The  Lord  will preferve  and  keep  him  alive ,  or,  revive  him , 
and  he  fhall  be  bleffed  upon  the  earth  ;  and  thou  wilt  not  deliver  him 
into  the  will  of  his  enemies . 

The  companionate  and  charitable  difciple  of  the  holy  Jefus 
is  often  wonderfully  “preferred/’  and  rendered  profperous,  e- 
ven  in  this  world;  but  hisgreateft  comfort  is,  that,  like  his  Mal- 
ter,  he  fhall  one  day  be  “revived/’  to  inherit  the  “bleffing/* 
in  a  better  country,  where  no  “  enemy  **  can  approach,  to  hurt 
ormoleft  him. 


3.  The  Lord  will  ftrengthen  him  upon  the  bed  of  languifnng; 
thou  wilt  make  all  his  bed  in  his  ficknefs . 

An  exemption  from  forrow  and  ficknefs  is  not  promifed  to  the 
children  of  God  ;  but  ffrength  and  comfort  are  given  unto  them, 
from  above,  to  fnpport  and  carry  them  through  their  trials;  and 
they  who,  in  the  days  of  their  health,  have,  by  their  alms,  given 
I 1  reft 
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lott  to  the  bodies,  or,  by  their  counfels,  reftored  „  peace  to  the 
eonfciehces  of  others,  [hall  have  the  bed  of  pain  m*ide  eafy  uiv 
'der  them,  by  the  hand  of  their  heavenly  Father. >  ,,i  : 

4*  If  aid,  Lord,  be  merciful  unto  me  ;  heal  my  foul,  for  I  have 
finned againft  thee.  n » 

Every  fon  of  Adam  may,  and  ought,  in  thefe  words,  toac- 
knowledge  his  lin,  and  to  intreat  for  mercy  and  grace,  to  heal 
the  disorders  of  his  nature.  If  we  fuppofe  Meffiah  ever  to  have 
ottered  this  verfe  in  his  devotions,  as  we  know  he  applied  the 
9th  verfe  to  bis  o  -vn  cafe,  it  is  obvious,  that  he  rnuft  be  under¬ 
stood  toconfefs  thefms,  not  of  his  own  righteous  perfon,but  of 
the  nature  he  had  affumed,  in  order  to  cleanfe  and  purify  it,  by 
his fufferings.  See  below,  Pf.  xl.  12. 

5.  Mine  enemies  fpeak  evil  of  me;  when  fh ail  he  die,  and  his 

name  penifh .  ,  t 

Here  we  rnay  undoubtedly  confiderthe  poor  and  lowly  Jefus, 
in  the  day  of  his  humiliation,  when  he  was  daily  and  hourly  ca¬ 
lumniated  by  his  adveriaries;  when,  rettlefs  and  impatient  at 
beholding  him  [till  alive,  they  feid— “  What  do  we,  for  this 
cc  man  doth  many  miracles  ?  If  we  let  him  thus  alone,  all  men 
4<r  will  believe  on  him?  Perceive  ye  how  ye  prevail  nothing?  Be- 
hold  the  world  is  gone  after  him John  xi.  47*  xii.  19.  and 
when,  grown  more  furious  and  clamorous,  they  cried,  “  Away 
x(  with  him,  away  with  him,  crucify  him,  crucify  him.”  'How  ma¬ 
ny,  with  the  fame  bitternefs  of  fpirit,  “  ipeakeviW  continually 
■of  his  doctrines,  his  church,  his  ordinances,  and  his  minitters  ;  in 
effect,  faying,  “  When  (hall  he  die,  and  his  name perffh  V9 

6.  And  if  he  come  to  fee  me,  he  fpeaketh  vanity  .•  his  heart  gather^ 
eth  iniquity  to  itfelf ;  when  he goeth  abroad  he  telletbxt. 

Thus  the  enemies  of  Chrift,“lent  out  fpies,  who  fliould  feign 
*‘themlelves  juit  men,  that  they  might  take  hold  of  his  words, 
that  fo  they  might  deliver  him  unto  the  power  and  authority 
of  the  governor.'”  Luke  xx.  20.  Thus  Judas  fat  down 
the  la(t  [upper,  all  the  while  meditating  the  deftraiction  of  his 
matter;  till  at  length,  rifmg  from  table, and  going  abroad, he pu£ 
his  defig  n  in  execution :  and  thus  the  myftical  body  of  Chrift, 
frequently  fufFers,  as  his  natural  bocjy  once  did,  by  means  of  hy¬ 
pocrites  and  traitors, 

7.  All  that  hate  me  whifper  together  again ft  me;  agamjl  me  -do 
they  devife  my  hurt.  8.  An  evil  difeafe ,  fay  they,  Heb.  a  word, 
or,  matter  of  Belial ,  namely,  the  crime  charged  upon  him, 
, cleaveihfajfl  unto  him:  and  now  that  helieth ,  hejhall  rife  up  no  more. 

The  whifper s  of  the  Pharifees,  thecounfels  of  the  Sanhedrim, 
and  their  taunts  and  feoffs  at  the  bleffed  Jefus,  when,  on  the 
crols,  i:  numbered  with  the  tranlgreffors,”  nor  ever  expelled 
to  arife”  again  from  the  dead,  are  hero  mod  {ignijfeamly  and 
plainly  pointed  o  ut.  The  fame  weapons  are  frequently  employ 
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ed  againft  the  fervantsof  Chrift ;  but  let  them  not  be,  on  that 
Sfirount,  tftfcouraged  from  following  their  Maftcr. 

-  p.  Tea  mine  own  familiar  friend  in  whom  1  trufled,  which  did 
cat  of  my  bread,  hath  lifted  up  his  heel  a  gain f l  me, 

: '  u  I  fpeak  not  of  you  all,”  faith  our  Lord  to  his  difciples » 
“  1  know  whom  1  have  chofen  ;  but  that  the  Scripture  may  be 
u  fulfilled,  He  that  eateth  bread  with  me,  hath  lift  up  his  heel 
tc  againft  me.,y  John  xiii.  18.  The  fufferings  of  the  church, 
like  thofe  of  her  Redeemer,  generally  begin  at  home  :  her  open 
enemies  can  do  her  no  harm,  until  her  pretended  friends  have 
delivered  her  into  their  hands:  and,  unnatural  as  it  may  feem^ 
they,  who  have  waxed  fat  upon  her  bounty,  are  Ibmetimes  the 
firfl:  to  a  lift  up  the  heel”  againft  her. 

10.  But  thou ,  0  Lord,  be  merciful  unto  me,  and  raife  me  up, 
that  1  may  requite  them,  or,  and  I J hall  requite  them. 

The  holy  Jefus  here  maketh  his  prayer  unto  the  Father,  for 
theaccoinplifhment  of  the  prom ifed  refurreft ion,  and  foretelleth 
the  righteous  judgment  that  would  be  executed  on  his  enemies, 
after  their  reje&ion  of  the  gracious  offers  made  them,  by  the  A- 
poftles,  in  his  name,  notwithftanding  all  that  they  had  faid  and 
done  againft  him..  Then  the  kingdom  of  God  was  taken  from 
them,  and  their  houfe  was  left  unto  them  defolate.  The  hour 
-is  coming  when  the  church  (hall  arife  to  glory,  and  all  her  ene¬ 
mies  fhall  be  confounded* 

1 1 .  By  this  I  kmw  thou  favour  eft  me,  becaufe  mine  enemy  doth 
not  triumph  over  me.  12.  And  as  for  me,  thou  vpkoldefi  me  in 

lmine  integrity and  fetiej}  me  before  thy  face  for  ever. 

The  Chriftiari,  like  his  mafter,  muft  expert  forrow  and  tribu¬ 
lation,  but  he  is  not  thereby  deprived  of  the  “favour”  of  heaven  ; 
his  fpiritual  enemies,  whatever  trouble  they  may  give  him,  yet 
do  not“  triumph”  over  him  ;  he  is  preferved  in  his  “  integrity,” 
and  his  reward  will  be  the  “vifion”  of  God.  For  the  exaltation, 
therefore,  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  of  all  believers,  in,  by, 
and  through  him, 

13.  Bleffed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael ,  from  everlafiing ,  and 
$0  everlajting .  Amen,  and  Amen . 
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,,  ARGUMENT. 

pavid,  by  Abfalom’s  rebellion,  driven  from  jerufalem,  to  the 
country  beyond  Jordan,  is  there  luppofed  to  have  indited  this 
Pfalm  ;  which,  as  it  is  applicable  to  th~  caleof  our  Lord,  in  his 
ftate  of  fojournrng  and  differing  on  earth,  for  our  fins  ;  as  a'lfo 
that  of  the  c  hurch,  under  perlecution,  or  that  of  any  member 
thereof,  when  deprived  of  the  opportunities  of  public  wor- 

1  doth  it,  in  the  rnoft  beautiful  and  patlietical  drains 

deicnbe  the  viciifuudes  of  joy  and  forrow,  pf  hope  and  def- 

"o  ~  "  poudency^ 
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poildency,  which  fucceed  each  other  in  the  mind  of  the  Chrif" 
tian  pilgrim,  while,  exiled  from  the  jerufalern  above,  hefuf- 
-fereth  affliction  and  tribulation  in  this  valley  of  tears.  The 
Llit  is  the  application  chiefly  made  in  the  comment,  as  it  is  the 
moll:  general  and  ufeful  one  ;  the  others  naturally  offer  them- 
felves,  being  coincident  with,  or  fubordinate  to  it. 

I  .  As  the  hart  pantetb  after  the  water  brooks,  fo  panteth  my  foul 
after  thee,  0  God. 

The  third,  which  the  “  hart”  experienced),  when  chafed,  in 
fultry  weather,  over  the  dully  plains,  is  here  fet  before  us,  as  a 
reprefentation  of  that  ardent  defire  after  the  waters  of  eternal 
comfort,  which  the  temptations,  the  cares,  and  the  troubles  of 
the  world  produce  in  the  believing  foul.  Happy,  they  who  feel 
this  defire,  and  fly  to  the  well  of  life,  that  it  maybe  fatisfied. 
<c  Biefledare  they  that  third  after  righteoufnefs,  for  they  lhall 
u  be  filled. 99  Matt.  v.  6. 

2.  My  foul  thirfleth  for  Cod,  for  the  living  God ;  when  /ball  / 
come  and  appear  before  God  ? 

Whoever  conflders  what  it  is  to  u  appear  before  God  •"  to 
behold  the  glorious  face  of  Jefus  ;  to  contemplate  a  beauty  which 
never  fadeth  ;  to  be  enriched  by  a  beneficence  which  can  never 
be  exhauded,  and  blefled  in  a  love  unmerited  and  infinite  ;  will 
find  abundant  reafon  to  fay,  again  and  again,  u  My  foul  third - 
cc  eth  after  God  f  why  is  the  time  of  my  banilhment  prolonged  ; 
when  (hall  the  days  of  my  pilgrimage  have  an  end;  “  when 
“  ill  all  I  come  and  appear  before  God  ??> 

3.  My  tears  have  been  my  meat  day  and  night,  while  they  con¬ 
tinually  fay  unto  me,  Where  is  thy  God? 

So  long  as  the  foul  finds  herfelf  abfent  from  him  whom  flic 
loveth,  forrow  is  dill  her  port ion^aS  well  in  the  day  of  worldly 
profperity,  as  in  the  nighyoP  adverfity.  And  this  forrow  is 
greatly  aggravated  by  the  taunts  of  the  enemy ;  who,  becaufe 
'  the  promife  is  delayed,  and  fhe  fuffereth  affliction  m  the  mean  fea- 
fon,  ridiculeth  and  inful teth  her  faith  and  hope,  as  vain  and 
groundlefs;  intimating,  that  God  hathforfaken  her,  and  tempt¬ 
ing  her  to  renounce  her  principles. 

4.  When  1  remember  thefe  things,  I  pour  out  my  foul  in  me : 
for  I  had  gone  with  the  multitude ,  1  went  with  them  to  the  hoitfe  of 
Cod ,  with  the  voice  of  joy  and  p .  aife,  with  a  multitude  that  kept 
holy  day . 

As  the  royal  prophet,  when  driven  from  Jerufalern  by  Abfa- 
lorn,  was  melted  into  tears  at  the  companion  of  his  deditute  and 
forlorn  fituation  with  his  former  glory  and  happinefs,  when,  up¬ 
on  fame  joyous  feflival,  with  all  his  fubjedts  about  him,  he  had 
attended  the  ferviceof  the  tabernacle,  in  the  city  of  God  ;  fo  the 
Chriflian  pilgrim  cannot  but  bewail  his  exile  from  the  heavenly 

jerufalern,  out  of  which  fin  hath  driven  him,  and  doomed  him  to 
J  '  wander, 
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wander,  for  a  while,  in  the  vale  ofmifery.  Led,  by  repentance 
and  faith,  to  look  back  to  the  place  from  whence  he  is  fallen,  he 
fighs  after  the  unfpeakable  joys  of  the  celeflial  Zion  ;  longing  to 
keep  a  feftivd,  and  celebrate  a  jubilee  in  heaven ;  to  join  in  the 
fongs  of  angels,  and  bear  a  part  in  the  mulic  of  hallelujahs. 

5.  Why  art  thou  caft,  or,  bowed  down,  0  my  foul,  and  why 
art  thou  df quieted  within  me  P  Hope  thou  in  God,  for  1  Jhall  yet 
praife  him  for  the  help,  or,  falvation  of  his  countenance . 

The  holy  mourner  now  e&poffulates  with  his  foul,  for  fuller-' 
ing  herfelf  to  fink  into  a  kind  of  defpondency,  on  account  of 
her  afflictions,  and  the  infolent  triumph  of  the  adverfary ;  and, 
ns  a  fovereign  cordial  for  melancholy,  prefcribes  (<  faith7’  in  God, 
which  will  lhew  the  morning  of  falvation  dawning,  after  the 
night  of  calamity  (hall  have  run  its  courfe  ;  a  night,  which  can¬ 
not  be  long,  and  may  be  very  thort.  W  hen  the  fun  arifes,  we 
cannot  be  without  light ;  when  God  turns  his  countenance  to¬ 
wards  us,  we  cannot  be  without  “  falvation.77 

6.  0  my  God,  my  foul  is  cafi  down  within  me :  therefore  will 
I  remember  thee  from  the  land  of  Jordan,  and  of  the  Harmoniies , 
from  the  hill  Mitzar — or,  the  little  hill. 

The  foul,  although  exhorted,  in  the  laft  verfe,  to  u  put  her 
“  truffin  God,77  yet,  confidering  her  own  infirmity,  flill  continu- 
ethto  be  deje&ed  :  the  prophet,  therefore,  confefTeth  as  much  ; 
and  maketh  hiscomplaint  to  God,  from  whom  alone  he  cxpect- 
eth  comfor.t ;  and  whom  he  did  not  forget,  while,  far  from  the 
fan&uary,  he  wandered  up  and  down  in  the  country  beyond 
Jordan,  whither  he  had  fled  from  the  face  of  Abfalom.  This 
world  is,  to  us,  that  ci  country  beyond  Jordan  ;77  Lord,  make 
us  to  “  remember77  thee,  under  all  the  afflictions  and  tribulations 
we  meet  with  therein,  until,  reflored  to  thy  Jerufalem,  we  fhal! 
praife  thee  in  heaven,  for  the  mercies  experienced  upon  earth. 

7.  Deep  calleth  unto  deep  at  the  noife  of  thy  water  f pouts all 
thy  waves  and  thy  billows  are  gone  over  me. 

The  prophet  deferibeth  the  troubles  which  fiicceiTiyely  came 
upon  him,  by  the  vengeance  of  heaven,  from  above,  “  raifmg 
“  up  evil  againft  him,  out  of  his  own  houfe77  and  kingdom,  from 
beneath,  according  to  the  prediction  of  Nathan,  2  Sam.  xii. 
11.  The  ideas  feem  to  be  borrowed  from  the  general  deluge* 
or,  from  a  ftorm  at  fea,  when,  at  the  “found77  of  defending 
“water  fpouts, 77  or  torrents  of  rain,  the  depths  are  flirred  up, 
and  put  into  horrible  commotion;  the  clouds  above  calling,  as 
it  were,  .to  the  waters  below,  and  one  wave  encouraging  and 
exciting  another,  to  join  their  forces,  and  overwhelm  the  def- 
pairing  fufferer.*  The  whole  compafsof  creation  aflordethnot 

*  Thus,  as  the  learned  Merrick  obferves,  one  river,  in  Homer,  u  calls  up- 
®*  on  another,”  to  aflift  in  overwhelming  the  Grecian  hero.  And  in  iEfchylus, 
the  fire  and  Tea  are  faidto“  fwear  together,”  and  to  give  each  other  their 
M  pledge  of  confederacy”  againft  the  Grecian  army,  " 

Z  perhaps. 
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perhaps,  a  more  juft  and  ftriking  image  of  the  nature  and  number 
of  rhofe  calamities,  which  lln  hath  brought  upon  the  children  of 
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8,  Yet  the  Lord  will  command  his  loving  kindnefs  in  the  day 
time ,  and  in  the  night  his  Jong  Jhall  be  with  me,  and  my  prayer  un¬ 
to  the  God  of  my  life. 

The  gloomy  profpeffbrginsmgain  toft)righten,by  a  ray  of  hope 
fhooting  through  it ;  and  the  prophet  returneth  to  his  reft  and; 
confidence  in  the  mercy  of  God  :  determining,  not  only  to  give 
him  thanks  in  the  day  of  profperity,  but  as  Paul  and  Silas  after¬ 
wards  did,  to  ling' his  praifesat  midnight,  in  adverfity  and  afflic¬ 
tion. 

9.  1  will  fay  unto  God  my  rock ,  why  haft  thou  forgotten  me? 
Why  go  1  mourning ,  becaufe  of  the  opprejjion  of  the  enemy?  10. 
As  with  a  [word  in  my  bones ,  mine  enemies  reproach  me :  while 
they  jay  daily  unto  me,  Where  is  thy  God? 

He  ventureth,  notwithftanding,  meekly  and  humbly,  upon  the 
ftrength  of  the  promifes,  to  expoftulate  with  him,  who  was  the 
“rock”  of  hisfalvation,  as  to  his  feeming  deftitution,  while  con¬ 
tinually  oppreffed  and  infulted  by  the  cutting  reproaches  of  the 
ndverfary.  See  above,  ver.  3.  Thefe  might  be  thought  to 
render  it  in  fome  fort  neceffary,  for  God  to  arife,  and  vindicate 
his  own  honour,  by  the  protection  and  deliverance  of  his  fervaiit. 
The  Pfalmift  concludes  with  that  exhortation  to  his  foul,  to  truff 
in  God,  and  to  wait  for  his  falvation,  which  makes  the  mourn¬ 
ful  chorus  of  this  beautiful  Pfalm. 

Why  art  thou  cajt  dozen,  0  my  foul ,  and  why  art  thou  dif 
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quieted  within  me?  Hope  thou  in  God,  for  J  Jhall  yet  prai/'e  him, 
who  is  the  health  of  my.  countenance ,  and  my  God.  See  above. 


ver. 


PSALM  XLIIi. 

A  R  GUM  E  N  T. 

This  Pfalm  feemeth  to  be  3  continuation  of  the  former,  written 
by  David  in  the  fame  circuinftances,  on  the  fame  fubjetft,  and 
doling  with  the  fame  chorus. 

I .  judge  me,  0  God,  and  plead  my  caufe  againjt  an  ungodly, 
or,  unmerciful  nation  ;  0  deliver  me  f  rom  the  deceitful  and  unjuji 


man.- 

David,  in  the  fame  fituation  as  before,  appealeth  to  God,  againft 
a  people  who  had  driven  their  fovereign  from  his  capital,  to  wan¬ 
der,  like  a  fugitive  and  vagabond,  in  the  remoteft  parts  of  his  do- 

*  Since  this  was  written,  I  find  the  author  of  “  Ohfervations  on  divers  paf- 
**  fages  of  Scripture, '*  agreeing  entirely  with  me  in  the  notion,  that  David 
is  here  defcribing  thofe  water  lpouts,  and  ftorms  at  fea,  which  were  common 
©n  the  Jewifh  coaft,  as  we  learn  from  Dr.  'haw  Obiervations,  p*  3a 4’ 

<fdit.  So  Mr,  Merrick  hkewile,  m  his  Annotations.  .  ;  • 

minions  y 
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minions;  igaihft*  the  hypocrify  of  Abfaloai,  and  the  villa ny  of 
Ahirophd.  The  foji  of  David  may  be  fuppofed  to  tri^ke  the 


fine  appeal  againft  the  lame  nation,  for  their  far  more  erne!, 
treacherous,  and  iniquitous  ufage  of  him,  their  King  and  their 
God.  And  the  words  luit  the  circumft  inces  of  an  opprefled  church 
or  an  i  ijured  prince,  of  all  who  lufFer  for  trurh  and  righreouf- 
Deis  lake,  or  wiio  groan  under  the  tyranny  of  their  fpiritual  ene¬ 
mies,  the  world,  the  flefh,  and  the  devil. 

2.  For  thou  art  the  God  of  my  jirengtk ,  why  doji  thou  cafl  me 
Off?  IVhy  go  1  mourning  becaufe  of  the  opprtffton  of  the  enemy  ? 
See  above  Pf.  xlii.  9.  3.  0  fend  out  thy  light  and  thy  truth:  let 

them  lead  me,  let  them  bring  me  unto  thy  holy  hill ,  and  to  thy  ta¬ 
bernacles. 

The  chief  defire  of  the  Chriftian,  analogous  to  that  of  the  pro¬ 
phet  in  diftrels,  is  to  be  faved  from  lin,  as  well  as  forrow  ;  to  be 
in  ft  ru  died  in  the  way  of  righteonfnefs,  by  the  “  light”  of  heav¬ 
enly  wifdom,  foining  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift;  to  fee  the  ac¬ 
compli  foment  of  the  promiles,  in  him  who  is  the  “  truth  and 
to  be  led”  by  this  light  and  this  truth,  from  the  land  of  his  pil¬ 
grimage,  to  the  u  holy  hill,”  and  the  “manfions”  of  the  juft,  in 
the  new  Jerufalem. 

4.  Then  will  1  go  unto  the  altar  of  God,  unto  God  my  ex¬ 
ceeding joy ,  or,  the  gladnefs  of  my  joy  ;  yea ,  upon  the  harp  will  I 
praife  thee ,  0  God,  my  God. 

The  royal  prophet,  upon  his  reftoration  to  his  throne,  was  to 
faerifice,  on  the  altar  of  his  God,  with  the  voice  of  thankfgiving, 
and  to  celebrate  his  mighty  deliverer,  in  a  new  long,  upon  the 
melodious  harp.  The  Chriftian,  in  like  manner/forefees  a  day 
coming,  when  forrow  and  fighing  foall  be  no  more  ;  Then  he 
and  his  brethren  are  to  be  “  made  kings  and  priefts  •”  when 
they  are  to  reign  with  their  Redeemer  for  ever;  and,  upon 
their  golden  harps,  tuned  to  an  unifon  with  thofe  of  angels,  to 
fing  his  everlafting  praifes  in  the  courts  of  the  heavenly  temple. 
Therefore, 


k  5*  Why  art  thou  caft  down,  0  my  foul,  and  why  art  thou  dtf- 
quieted  within  me?  Hope  thou  in  God,  for  I  /hall  yet  praife  him, 
who  is  the  health  of  my  countenance,  and  my  God.  See  above,  Pk 
xln.  c. 

V)  -  ■  ** 


IX  day.  morning  PRAYER.  PSALM  XLIV. 

argument. 

In  this  Pfalm  we  hear  the  voice  of  the  church,  under  perfecu- 
tion,  1—3.  recounting  the  mercies  of  God  vouchfafed  to 
his  lervauts  of  old  time  ;  4 — 8.  declaring  her  confidence, 
that  Ihe  foall  experience  the  fame  in  her  prclent  diftrels,  and 
ftaall  at  length  overcome,  through  the  power  of  her  Redeemer ; 
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for  dint  notwithstanding  her  feeming  defer  lion  and  manifold 
futferiri'gs,  9 — 16.  there  is  ftill  a  faithful  remnant,  17 — 22. 
ofthofe  who  have  not  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal,  and  who  ceafe 
nor  2  J — 26.  to  cry  unto  God  for  mercy  and  deliverance. 

1.  IV e.  have  heard  with  our  ear s,  0  Cod ,  our  fathers  have  told 
us,  what  works  thou  didfl  in  their  days ,  hz  the  times  of  old. 

The  works  wrought  of  old,  by  the  arm  of  Jehovah,  for  the  hal¬ 
va  tion  of  his  people,  are  recorded  by  the  Spirit  in  the  Scriptures  of 
truth,  that  “  through  patience  and  comfort  of  ihofe  Scriptures,’7 
asthe  Apoflle  exprefles  it,  the  church  and  people  of  God,  whenfo- 
ever  opprefTed  and  afflifted,  in  any  age  or  country,  “  may  have 
u  hope/9  that  the  fame  God  will  exert  the  fatne  power  in  their 
behalf.  And  great  is  the  light,  great  is  the  confolation,  which 
the  facred  hillory,  when  thus  applied,  will  always  afford  to  the 
troubled  mind. 

2.  How  thou  didfl  drive  out  the  heathen  with  thy  hand ,  and 
■planted]}  them  ;  how  thou  didfl  affiidl  the  people ,  and  caft  them  out . 

If  the  difpoffeffion  of  the  Canaanites,  arid  the  eflablifhment  of 
the  ho ufe  of  Jacob  in  their  land,  furnifhed  the  diflrefled  church 
of  Ifrael  with  fufficient  ground  for  confidence  ;  how  much  force 
hath  the  argument  fince  received,  by  the  accompli  dim  ent  of 
■what  was  then  typified  ;  by  the  victories  of  the  true  Jofhua,  or 
Jefus,  by  the  fill  of  paganilm,  and  the  plantation  of  the  Chril- 
tian  faith  in  its  dead. 

For  they  got  not  the  land  in  p^jfefjion  by  their  own  fword,  nei¬ 
ther  did  their  own  ar7n  fave  them;  but  thy  right  hand  and  thine 
<arm,  and  the  light  of  thy  countenance ,  hecaufe  thou  hadfl  a  favour 
unto  them. 

As  it  fufficiently  appears,  that  the  fettlemerit  of  Ifrael  in  the 
proniifed  land  was  the  work  of  God,  from  the  miraculous  fall  of 
Jericho  ;  from  the  prolongation  of  the  day,  at  the  word  of  Jo- 
ihua;  from  the  daughter  of  the  enemy  by  haildones  from  hea¬ 
ven,  See.  See.  fo  was  it  the  firft  thing  which  an  Ifiaelite  was  in 
duty  bound  to  acknowledge,  if  he  hoped  for  moremercies  at  the 
hand  of  God.  The  Chridian,  in  like  manner, begins  and  ends 
all  his  prayers  with  an  humble  and  thankful  acknowledgment  of 
the  fi  ee  mercy  of  God  in  Jefus  Chrift ;  confeding,  that  he 
-'‘got  net”  his  title  to  falvation,  nor  diould  enter  into  the  pod 
fefiion  of  it,  by  “his  own”  power  or  merit,  but  by  a  the  right 
hand  and  the  arm  of  his  Redeemer,  and  the  light  of  his  coun¬ 
tenance,  becaufe  he  had  a  favour  unto  him.” 

4.  Thou  art  my  King ,  0  God,  command  deliverances  for  ‘Jacob. 
In  thefe  words,  the" church  fums  up  her  argument ;  as  if  fhe 
had  fa  id,  O  thou,  who,  going  forth  before  thy  people,  haft  fo 
often  and  fo  wonderfully  wrought  falvation  of  old  time,  I  dill  ac¬ 
knowledge  thee  as  my  King,  able  and  willing  to  fave;  O  mam- 
feft  yet  again  thy  power,  yet  again  let  me  experience  thy  mercy . 
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Behold,  ^11  things  are  at  thy  command  ;  all  events  are  at  thy  dii- 
pofal.  O  gracious  Saviour,  let  all  work  together  for  good,  to 
her  whom  thou  loveit. 

5.  Through  thee  will  we  pvfl?  down  our  enemies;  through  thy 
name  will  we  tread  them  under  that  rife  up  againjt  us. 

The  people  of  God,  however  perfecuted  by  the  powers  of  the 
world,  here  declare,  that  their  faith  faileth  not ;  that  the  adverla- 
ry  cannot  take  from  them  their  holy  confidence  in  God,  through 
whom,  and  in  whole  laving  name,  whenever  he  llialfthink  lit  to 
hear  their  prayers,  and  to  appear  in  their  caufe,  they  doubt  not 
of  obtaining  a  final  victory,  and  celebrating  a  glorious  triumph, 
over  all  their  enemies,  terreflrial  and  infernal.  Such  fflould  be 
the  hope  of  every  afflicted  foul. 

6.  For  I  will  not  truft  in  my  bow ,  neither  fh all  my  fword Jave 
me.  7.  But  thou  hajt  faved  us  from  our  enemies ,  and  hajt  put 
them  to  ft)  am  that  hated  us.  8.  In  God  we  bo  aft  all  the  day  long r 
and  praife  thy  name  for  ever . 

In  fpiritual,  as  well  as  temporal  warfare,  the  appointed  means 
are  to  be  ufed,  but  nor  “trufted  in  ft  man  is  to  light,  but  God 
giveth  the  victory  ;  and  to  him  mud  be  afcribed  the  praife,  and 
power,  and  the  glory  ;  that,  as  it  is  written,  u  He  who  glorifietb, 
“may  glory  in  the  Lord.”  And  thus  the  Chriftian  church  daily 
fingeth,  after  the  example  of  her  blefied  and  holy  reprefentative, 
“  My  foul  doth  magnify  the  Lord,  my  fpirit  rejoiceth  in  God  my 
“  Saviour.” 

9.  But  thou  haft  cajt  us.  off :  and  put  us  iojhame ;  and  goeft 
not  forth  with  our  armies . 

The  church  having  declared  her  confidence,  founded  on  the 
former  mercies  of  God  vouchfafed  unto  her,  proceedeth  now  to 
defcribe  her  pitiable  (fate  under  perfection,  when  the  protection 
.of  the  Almighty  feemed,  for  a  feafon,  to  be  withdrawn,  fo  that 
ihe  was  no  longer  able  to  Hand  before  her  enemies. 

10.  Thou  make  ft  us  to  turn  hack  from  the  enemy ;  and  they 
which  hate  us  fpoil  for  themf elves . 

The  firlf  confequenee  of  a  victory,  gained  by  the  enemies  over 
the  friends  of  the  church,  is  rapine  and  facrilege;  the  invafion 
of  her  patrimony, and  the  plunder  of  her  revenues  ;  allured  by  the 
profpeCf  of  which,  robbery  hath  fometimes  entered  into  the 
fandtuary  ,  under  the  mafk  of  reformation. 

ir.  Thou  haft  given  us  like  Jbeep  appointed  for  meat ;  and  haft 
featured  us  among  the  heathen. 

The  fecond  calamity  which  is  permitted  to  fall  on  the  church, 
in  the  day  of  adverfity,  is  that  her  people  are  doomed  to  fudden 
and  cruel  deaths  by  fanguinary  edicts.  A  third  calamity  is  that  of 
their  being  driven,  in  times  of  perfecution,  from  their  native  coun¬ 
try,  to  wander  among  Grangers  and  aliens,  or  among  thofe  in 
.whofe  communion  it  is  judged  unlawful  to  join. 


.... 
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i  2.  Thou  felljl  thy  people  for  nought,  and  doji  net  increafe  thy 
wealth  by  their  price, 

A  fourth  mifery  incident  to  the  people  of  God,  when  under 
perfection,  is,  that  he  permits  them  to  be  held  cheap  and  vile,  and 
to  be  fold  into  flavery  by  their  enemies,  for  little,  or  nothing  ;  a 
fmmion  far  more  to  be  dreaded  thin  the  {’word  of  the  execu¬ 
tioner.  '■■■-* 

13.  Thou  make  ft  us  a  reproach  to  our  neighbours,  a  j 'corn  and 
ierifton  to  them  that  are  round  about  us,  14.  7 hou  makejt  us  a  by 
t mtd  among  the  heathen  ;  a  /bating  of  the  head  among  the  people, 
15.  My  confufton  is  continually  b  pore  me,  and  the  frame  of  rry 
face  hath  covered  me:  16.  For  the  voice  of  him  that  reproacheth 
and  blctfphemeth  :  by  reafon  of  the  enemy  and  avenger. 

The  fifth  and  bit  bitter  fruit  of  perfecution  is,  that  thereby  the 
mate,  and  truth,  and  church,  and  people  of  God,  are  expofed  to 
the  infolerit  and  hlafphemous  feoffs  and  jeers  of  infidels ;  nor  is 
there  any  circumftance  to  a  pious  foul  more  grievous  and  afflidive 
than  this. 

1  j.  All  this  is  come  upon  us,  yet  have  we  not  forgotten  thee 
neither  have  we  dealt  falfely  in  thy  covenant.  18.  Our  heart  is 
mt  turned  back,  neither  have  our  fieps  declined  from  thy  way  ;  19. 
Though  thou  haft  fore  broken  us  in  the  place  of  dragons,  and  covered 
us  with  the  fhadow  of  death . 

It  is  certain  that  God  is  provoked,  by  the  fins  of  a  church,  to 
let  loofe  the  fury  of  the  oppreffer  upon  her.  1  his  is  acknow¬ 
ledged  by  Daniel  in  his  prayer  ;  ch.  ix.  by  the  three  children 
in  riie  furnace  ;  Song,  ver.  6.  by  the  Maccabean  martyrs, 
fullering  under  Amiochus  2  Macc.  vii.  18.  and  by  Cyprian, 
2nd  others,  in  the  primitive  times.  It  is  not  lei’s  certain,  that  no 
mere  man  can  fay,  he  is  free  from  tranfgreflion.  d  he  verles, 
now  under  confideration,  are  not,  therefore,  fpokenby  the  whole 
church,  but  by  the  faithful  remnant ;  nor  do  they  imply  an  ex¬ 
emption  from  all  tin,  but  a  tied  fa  ft  perfeverance  in  theproteffion 
of  God’s  true  religion,  from  which  it  is  the  aim  of  perfection 
to  feduce,  or  to  force  them.  The  malice  of  the  tormentors  is 
here  compared  to  ihe  venom  of  “  ferpents and  the  ftate  of  a 
fullering  church  to  the  gloom  of  “  death”  itlelf.  Happy  the 
foul,  that,  in  the  extremity  of  afflidion,  can,  with  humble  confi¬ 
dence,  thus  make  her  appeal  to  God,  as  having  held  fail  her  in¬ 
tegrity  againft  all  the  efforts  made  to  wreft  it  from  her,  and  not 
having  differed  the  blafts  of  adverle  fortune,  by  wearing  out  pa¬ 
tience,  to  part  her  from  the  anchor  of  faith. 

20.  If  we  have  forgotten  the  name  of  our  God,  or  ft  retched  out 
cur  hands  to  a  fir ange  God;  21.  Shall  not  God  fearch  this  cut  ? 
For  he  knoweth  tnefecrets  of  the  heart. 

The  coulideration,  that  God  is  greater  than  our  heart,  and 
knoweth  all  (<  things,”  1  John  iii.  20.  ought  to  be  itrongly  im- 

preffed 


/ 


D|y  9.  m.  p.  on  ths  P  S  ALMS. 

pr^iled  on  our.  minds  at  all  times;  but  more  particularly,  when 
we  are  tempted  by  the  world  (as,  one  way  or  other,  \ve  all  fre¬ 
quently  are)  to  deny  our  Maher,  either  by  word  or  deed  ;  and 
when  we,  have  occalion  to  call  heaven  to  witnels  our  uprijrhtnefs 
under  Inch  temptation. 

22.  Tea,  for  thy  fake  are  we  killed  all  the  day  long;  we  are 

counted  as  [beep  for  the  f  aught er.  , 

The  (offerings  of  the  martyrs  were  a  fufficient  proof  that  they 
had  not  yielded  to  the  temptations  of  the  enemy.  St.  Paul, 
Rom.  viii.  36.  cites  this  verfe  as  predidive  of  the  perfecutions 
then  beginning  to  be  railed  againlt  the  Chriiiians.  AH  may  apply 
it  to  themfelves,  who  are  in  circu  nltances  of  the  fame  nature  ; 
and  perfecution  is  generally  confident  with  itfelf,  contriving,  by 
fome  means  or  other,  to  be  rid  of  thofe  who  (bod  in  its  way. 
It  is  a  florin,  before  which  all  mult  either  bend  or  be  broken. 

23.  Awake,  why  fleepej}  thou  0  Lord?  A  rife,  caff  us  not  off 
for  ever .  24.  Wherefore  hi  deft  thou  thy  face P  and  forget  teji  cur 
affliction,  and  our  oppreffon  P 

1  here  is  a  time,  when  the  triumphs  of  the  adverfary,  and  the 
afflictions  of  the  church,  tempt  men  to  think,  that  the  eye  of  Pro¬ 
vidence  is  doled,  or  turned  away,  and  that  the  Almighty  hath 
ceafed  to  remember  their  fad  eftate.  Rut  the  truth  is,  that  God 
only  giveth  his  people  an  opportunity  of  feeling  their  own  infuf- 
ficiency  ;  and  waiteth,  till,  by  fervent  and  importunate  prayer, 
they  lolic it  his  help.  For  fo  the  hply  JelLis  flept,  while  the  (hip. 
was  covered  with  the  waves:  until,  awakened  by  the  cries  of  his 
cli fciples,  he  arole  to  their  alliitance,  and  fpoke  the  tempefi  into  a 
per  fed  calm. 

25.  For  our  foul  is  bowed  down  to  the  duff,  our  belly  deavetb 
unto  the  earth . 

They  who  are  not  brought  into  this  Hate  of  humiliation,  by 
outward  fuiferings,  Ihould  bring  themfelves  into  it,  by  inward: 
mortification,  and  felf-denial,  by  coimrition  and  abafement,  if. 
they  would  put  up  fuch  prayers,  as  the  majefty  of  heaven  will 
deign  to  accept,  and  anfwer  ;  if  they  would  repeat,  with  our 
church,  in  the  fpirit  of  the  litany,  the  concluding  verfe  of  this- 
Pfalm — « 

26.  Ariffe  for  cur  help ,  and  redeem  us  for  thy  mercies  Juke ! 


PSALM  XLV. 

A  R  G  U  M  E  N  T. 

In  this  Pfalm,  which  is  one  of  thofe  appointed  to  be  u fed  or 

■  Lhriftmas  day,  the  prophet,  after  i.  propofing  hi.s  ibbject, 
proceeds  to  celebrate  King  Melliah,  2,  for  his  fpirit u al  beau¬ 
ty  and  eloquence;  3,  4,  5.  his  power  and  victories,;  6.  his 
throne  and  iqeptre  ;  7.  his  righteoufnefs  and  inauguration  ;  Sc 
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his  royal  robes,  and  glorious  palace.  9.  The  Church  is  in¬ 
troduced  as  his  Spoufe  ;  her  appearance  and  drefs  are  de¬ 
scribed ;  10,  ii,  12.  it  is  foretold,  that  the  nations  thaii 
bring  tl)sir  offerings  to  her;  13,  14,  15.  her  attire,  her  pre- 
fentation  to  Chrift,  with  her  attendant  train,  and  the  uni- 
verfal  joy  and  gladnefs,  occafioned  by  the  folemnization  of 
the  nuptials,  are  fet  forth.  16.  The  prophet  prcdiCteth  the 
fruits  ot  this  divine  union,  and  17.  the  ufe  that  fhould  be 
made  of  his  facred  epithal  annum  by  the  faithful,  from  ge¬ 
neration  to  generation. 

1.  My  heart,  is  inditing ,  Heb.  holleth ,  or,  Imhhieth  up  a  good 
matter ,  or,  the  good  word.  I  /peak  of  the  things  which  I  have 
made  touching  the  King.  My  tongue  is  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer . 

u  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord/’  faith  David  elfewhere,  2  Sam. 
xxiii.  2.  u  ipake  by  me,  and  Isis  word  was  in  my  tongue.”  In 
like  manner,  we  are  to  conceive  the  prophet  hereto  be  full  of  the 
divine  Spirit,  which  infpired  him  with  “  the  good  word,”  or  the 
glad  tidings  of  falvation.  The  facred  fire,  inclofed  in  his  hearty 
expanded  itfelf  within,  till  at  length  it  brake  forth  with  impetuo- 
iity,  to  enlighten  and  to  revive  mankind  with  this  glorious  pre¬ 
diction  <e  touching  the  King”  Meffiah  ;  and  this  was  uttered  by 
his  tongue,  under  the  guidance  of  the  Spirit,  as,  in  writing,  the 
pen  is  directed  by  the  hand  that  holds  it. 

2.  Thou  art  fairer  than  the  children  of  men:  grace  is  poure  d 
into  thy  lips  :  therefore  God  hath  bleffed  thee  for  ever. 

Aftera  fhort  introduction,  the  prophet  Hays  not  to  enter  regu¬ 
larly  upon  the  ftibjeCt,  in  the  formal  way  of  narration  ;  but,  as  if 
he  faw  the  Divine  Perfon,  whom  he  was  about  to  celebrate,  ftand- 
ino*  before  him,  he  breaks  out  in  extatic  admiration  of  the  lecond 
Adam,  fo  different  from  all  the  defendants  of  the  firft  1  Com¬ 
pounded  of  a  foul  fair  above  all  created  fpirits,  and  a  body 
pure  and  perfeCt,  and  now  brighter  than  the  meridian  lun  ;  be- 
ino*  inveffed  with  the  unutterable  effulgence  of  the  Divine  Na- 
ture.  Next  to  the  fpiritual  beauty  of  Meifiah,  the  prophet  is  a- 
Honifhed  (as  thofe  who  heard  him  fpeak,  in  the  days  of  his  flefh 
afterwards  were)  at  “the  gracious  words  which  proceeded  out 
“  of  his  mouth,  Luke  iv.  22.  through  the  grace  poured  into  his 
6(  lips.”  Such  honey  and  milk  were  under  Ills  tongue,  fo  delightful 
and  falucary  was  his  doctrine,  that  even  his  enemies  found  them 
felves  obliged  to  confefs,  “  never  man  ipake  like  this  man.” 
John  vii.  46.  His  word  inffructed  the  ignorant,  refolved  the 
doubtful,  comforted  the  mourners,  reclaimed  the  wicked,  filenc- 
ed  his  adverfaries,  healed  difeafes,  controlled  the  elements,  and 
raffed  the  dead.  Therefore  hath  the  Father  loved,  and  exalted 
and  bleffed  him  for  evermore. 

3.  Gird  thy  /word  upon  thy  thigh ,  0  mod  mighty :  with  thy 
glory  and  thy  majefty, 
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The  prophet,  havingdefcribed  the  beauty  and  the  eloquence  of 
the  King,  proceeded!  now  to  fet  forth  his  power,  and  to  arm  him 
as  a  warrior,  for  the  battle.  The  “  fword”  of  Meffiah  is  his 
Word,  which,  in  the  language  of  St.  Paul,  is  laid  to  be  “ quick, 
“and  powerful,  and  fharper  than  any  two  edged  fword  ;”  and 
is  reprefented  by  St.  John,  as  “  a  fharp  two  edged  fword,”  com¬ 
ing  out  of  the  mouth,>  of  Chrift.  Heb.  iv.  12.  Rev.  i.  16. 
With  this  weapon  he  prevailed,  and  thereby  made  his  “  glory 
“and  majefty”  to  be  known  throughout  the  world. 

4.  And  in  thy  majefty  ride  profperoujly  hecaufe ,  or,  for  the  fake 
of  truth ,  and  meeknefs ,  and  right eoifntjs  :  and  thy  right  handfhall 
teach  thee  terrible ,  or,  wonderful  things  A 

Meffiah  is  in  thefe  words  magnificently  defcribed,  as  making 
his  progrefs  among  the  nations,  leated  in  his  triumphal  chariot, 
adorned  with  all  the  regal  virtues,  atchieving  the  molt  aftoniffi- 
ing  victories,  and,  by  the  irrefiltible  might  of  his  power,  fubdu- 
ing  idolatry  and  iniquity  to  the  faith  and  temper  of  the  Gofpel. 

5.  Thine  arrows  are  fiarp  in  the  heart  of  the  King* s  enemies ; 
whereby  the  people  fall  under  thee . 

The  prophet  goes  on  to  reprefen t  Meffiah  as  a  warrior,  com¬ 
pletely  armed,  and  Ikilful  in  the  ule  of  every  weapon.  Thus  a 
prince  is  pourtrayed,  Rev.  vi.  2.  “I  faw,  and  behold  a  white 
“  horfe,  and  he  that  fat  on  him  had  a  bow,  anda  crown  wasgiv- 
“  en  unto  him;  arfd  he  went  forth  conquering,  and  to  conquer.” 
The  conqueftsof  Meffiah  are  either  thofe  of  his  word  over  fm,  or 
thofe  of  his  arm  over  the  perfecuting  powers. 

6.  Thy  throne ,  0  God ,  is  for  ever  aud  ever  :  the  fceptre  of  thy 
kingdom  is  a  right  fceptre. 

The  battle  being  fought  and  the  victory  gained,  we  are  called 
to  the  confideration  of  the  “  throne”  and  “  fceptre”  ofKing  Mef¬ 
fiah,  whom  the  prophet  ad drelTeth,  as  God.  His  throne  isdiftin- 
guiffiedfrom  the  thrones  of  this  world,  by  its  endlefs  duration; 
his  fceptre  from  the  fceptres  of  earthly  potentates,  by  the  uner¬ 
ring  re&itude  of  its  adminidration. 

7.  Thou  love  ft  right  eoufnefs ,  and  hat  eft  wick  ednefs  :  therefore 
God,  thy  God ,  hath  anointed  thee  with  the  oil  of  gladnefs ,  above  thy 
fellows . 

The  fermons,  theexample,  and  above  all,  the  death  of  Chrilt 
for  the  expiation  of  fm,  demondrated  his  love  of  righteoufnefs 
and  hatred  of  wickednefs  ;  and  “becaufe  he  humbled  himfelf,  and, 
“became  obedient  even  to  the  death  of  the  crofs,  therefore  God 
“highly  exalted  him  Phil.  ii.  8,  9.  and  he  was  “  anointed”  to 
the  kingdom,  “with  the  Holy  Gholt,  and  with  power”  immea- 

*  “Thefenfe  perhaps  may  be  this:  Thy  right  hand,  by  its  promptnefs  to 
4<  encounter  danger,  (hall  bring  thee  acquainted  with  terrible  things:  thy 
4<  right  hand  (hall  know  its  office :  by  habitual  exercife,  (hall  render  thee  ex- 
pert  in  war;  and  lead  thee  on  from  conqueit  to  conqueft/’  Merrick. 

A  a  fureable 
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a  'j.  cable  ;  to  the  intent  that  he  might  bellow,  in  due  proportion, 
the  gifts  of  heaven  on  thofe,  whom  he  is  not  afhamed  to  call 
lk  friends,”  and  “brethren.”  And  thele  gifts  he  did  bellow  on 
them,  by  the  emiflion  of  the  Spirit,  foon  after  his  afcenfion  and 
inauguration.  See  the  application  of  thefe  two  lad  verfes  to 
Chriil,  Heb.  i.  8. 

8.  /HI  thy  garments  fmell  of  myrrh,  aloes,  and  caff  a,  out  of  the 
Ivory  palaces  *  whereby  they  have  made  thee  glad . 

b  rom  the  throne,  the  feeptre,  and  the  inauguration,  the 
prophet  pafle-s  on  to  the  robes  and  palaces  of  the  King  of  glory, 
declaring,  that  as  the  perfumed  garments  of  an  earthly  prince 
Latter  through  all  the  royal  apartments  a  grateful  fragrance,  fo 
from  the  glorious  vedments  of  our  High  pried  and  King  is  diffu- 
fed  the  fweet  favour  of  his  heavenly  graces,  filling  thole  happy 
regions  of  joy  and  gladnefs,  where  he  keeps  his  relidence  above, 
and,  by  the  communication  of  the  Spirit,  refreshing  the  faithful 
on  earth,  with  their  odours. 

9-  King's  daughters  were  among  thy  honourable  women ,  or,  the 
jplendor  of  thy  train;  upon  thy  right  hand  did  J land  the  queen  in 
gold  of  Ophir . 

Such  being  the  divine  beauty  and  heavenly  glory  of  the  blef- 
fed  Perfon,  whole  nuptials  the  prophet  is  now  proceeding  to  de- 
feribe,  it  is  no  wonder  that,  upon  hearing  of  his  fame,  innume¬ 
rable  converts,  forfaking  the  vanities  even  of  courts  and  king¬ 
doms,  Ihould  follow  him,  ambitious  to  have  the  honour  of  com¬ 
posing  his  train  ;  which  in  reality  was  the  cafe,  upon  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  Gofpel.  And  lo,  at  et  the  right  hand”  of  the  King, 
followed  by  this  magnificent  proceflion,  appears  the  Church,  the 
Spoufe  of  the  Lamb,  arrayed  in  the  garments  of  righteoufnefs 
and  falvation,  fitly  compared,  for  their  inedimable  value,  and 
radient  brightnefs,  to  “  the  gold  of  Ophir.” 

1  o,  Hearken,  0  daughter,  and  conjider,  and  incline  thine  ear  ; 
forget  alfo  thine  own  people,  and  thy  father's  boufe.  11.  So  Jhall 
the  King  greatly  dejire  thy  beauty  ;  for  he  is  thy  Lord ,  and  wor- 
fbip  thou  him . 

This  feemeth  to  be  the  voice  of  God,  addrefling  the  church* 
to  the  following  effect — O  thou,  whom  I  have  begotten  unto  a 
lively  hope,  by  the  refurrection  of  Jefus  from  the  dead,  and 
whom  1  have  called  out  of  the  world,  to  become  (<  the  Lamb’s 

wife,”  hearken  diligent  to  my  voice,  confider  attentively  what 
I  fay,  and  be  obedient  to  my  dirediion;  thou  art  now  entering 
into  a  new  State;  let  old  things  pafs  away  ;  regard  no  more  thy 
connections  with  earth  ;  but  let  the  love,  and  if  poflible,  the  ve¬ 
ry  memory  of  thy  former  condition,  be  obliterated  from  thy 
mind;  let  all  things  belonging  to  the  flefh  die  in  thee;  then 

*  That  is,  palaces  adorned,  or  inlaid  with  ivory;  as  “  Ebur  atria  vefliL 
Lu-canx,  119.  Merrick* 

fliak 
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fhalt  thou  be  truly  acceptable  and  dear  in  his  fight,  who  having 
purchafed  and  betrothed  thee  to  himfelf,  jbftly  claims  thy  whole 
heart,  thy  undivided  love,  and  thy  unlimitted  lervice  and  ado- 
ration. 

12.  And  the  daughter  of  'Tyre  (hall  be  there  with  tigiff  even 
the  rich  among  the  'people  Jhall  intreat  thy  favour, 

Theaccefli'on  of  the  Gentiles,  with  their  offerings  and  donati¬ 
ons,  to  the  church,  is  here  predicted,  under  the  name  of' “  Tyre” 
a  city  in  the  neighbourhood  ofPaleftine,  formerly  the  glory  of 
ihe  nations,  and  mart  of  the  world.  See  Ilai.  lx.  and  Rev. 
xxi. 

13.  The  King's  daughter  is  all  glorious  within :  her  chat  king  is 
of  wrought  gold, 

Thechurch,  in  different  refpeefts,  is  fometimes called  the fpoufe, 
fometimes  the  lifter,  and  often,  as  here,  the  a  daughter”  of  the 
heavenly  King ;  the  connexion  formed  between  them,  uniting 
initfelf  every  relation,  and  every  affection.  Her  beauty,  fo  great¬ 
ly  defired  and  delighted  in  by  Melfiah,  is  fpiritual  ;  it  is  the 
beauty  ofholinefs;  and  her  cloathing  is  <c  the  righteou fuels  of 
“  faints.”  1  Pet.  iii.  3.  Rev.  xix.  8. 

14.  She  fly  all  be  brought  unto  the  king  in  raiment  of  needle  work ; 
or,  embroidery ;  the  virgins  her  companions  that  follow  her  Jhall 
he  brought  unto  thee. 

The  different  graces  of  the  faithful,  all  wrought  in  them  by 
the  fame  Spirit,  compofe  that  divine  “  embroidery,”  which  a- 
dorns  the  wedding  garment  of  the  church,  who  is  therein  pre- 
fented  to  die  King,  attended  by  her  bride  maids,  after  the  nup¬ 
tial  manner.  Thefe  are  either  the  {ingle  churches,  or  holy 
fouls,  that  accede  to,  and  accompany  the  fpoufe  ,  unlefs  we  lup- 
pofe,  as  forne  do,  that  the  Bride  is  the  Ifraelitifh  church,  and 
then  the  attendants  will  reprefent  the  Gentiles. 

15.  With  gladnefs  and  rejoicing  Jhall  they  be  brought :  they  fall 
enter  into  the  King's  palace. 

The  folemnizatiou  of  this  marriage  between  Chrift  and  the 
Church  produceth  a  jubilee  upon  earth,  and  caufeth  the  ftreets 
of  the  heavenly  Jerufalem  to  refound  with  hallelujahs.  For 
this  the  angels  tune  their  golden  harps,  while  prophets,  apoftles, 
martyrs,  and  faints  fill  up  theuniverfal  chorus  of  “  Bleffing,  and 
“  honour,  and  glory,  and  power  be  unto  him  that  iitteth  upon 
“  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb,  for  ever  and  ever.” 

16.  In j lead  of  thy  fathers  fhall  be  thy  children ,  whom  thou  may- 
ef  make  princes  in  all  the  earth. 

In  this  verfe  the  prophet  foretelleth  the  fruit  that  fhould 
faring  fro.ni  the  glorious  nuptials,  which  he  hath  been  celebra¬ 
ting.  He  affureth  the  fpoufe,  that  inflead  of  her  earthly  kindred, 
whether  jewifh,  or  Pagan,  which  fhe  was  to  leave  for  Chrift, 
fhould  arife  an  illuftrious  and  royal  progeny  of  believers,  out  of 

whom 
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^ndChrifn6  f°i  -n6  C,10fen  C’?*'ift.ian  kings  to  govern  the  world, 
and  Chriilian  bill, ops  to  prefide  m  the  Church.  The  expreffion 

whom  thou  mayeft  make  princes,”  may  anfwer  to  that  in  the 

Revelation.  Ch.  1.  ver.  6.  “  And  hath  made  us  kings and  Jriefe 

umo  God  and  h,s  Father.”  So  Mr.  Merrick  thinks,  who 

lovv^fU  X  tUrnS  lhC  pafiage’  in  llis  Poetical  Verfion,  as  fol. 


Ao  more  the  Patriarchs  of  thy  line 
In  time’s  long  records  chief  (hall  (hine  ; 

I  hy  greater  Sons,  to  empire  born. 

It’s  future  annals  (hall  adorn. 

Thy  power  deriv’d  to  them  difplay, 

And  itretch  thro’  earth  their  boundlefs  fway. 

17 •  ]  "^mmake  thy  name  to  be  remembered  in  all  generations  .. 
therefore  Jhall  the  people  praife  thee  for  ever  and  ever. 

By  inditing  this  divine  marriage-fong,  appointed  to  be  fung, 
in  the  congregations  of  the  faithful,  from  age  to  age,  thePfalmdl 
ha.n  been  as  he  forefaw  he  fhould  be,  the  Dieted  means  of  ce- 
leoratmg  h.s  Redeemer’s  name,  and  inciting  the  nations  of  the 
\voi  ld  to  do  liKewife  ;  nor  will  he  ceafe  to  be  fo,  while  thexlvth 
Plalm  continues  to  be  fung  in  the  church  upon  earth ;  that  is, 
while  there  remameth  a  church  upon  earth,  to  fing  it  And 
we,  who  now  do  fing  it,  are  witneiles  of  thefe  thing!  * 
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argument. 

^Church,  in  time  of  trouble,  declares  i.  hertruft  and  con- 
n  ence  robe  in  God,  and  doubts  not  2,  3.  of  being  prefer- 
ved  fafe,  by  means  of  this  anchor,  in  the  molt  ftormy  feafons  • 
even  then  4,  5.  enjoying  the  comforts  of  the  Spirit,  and  the 
prelence  of  Chrift  in  the  midft  of  her.  She  defcribes,  6  and 
7.  exults  in  the  power  and  might  of  her  victorious  Lord  ;  8. 
calling  the  world  to  view  and  confider  his  wonderful  works. 
9*  He  himfelf  is  introduced,  as  fpeaking  the  nations  into 
peace  and  obedience.  She  concludes  with  a  repetition  of  ver. 
7.  in  the  way  of  chorus.  4 

3.  God  is  our  refuge  and  firength,  a  very  prefent  help  in  trouble . 
As  we  are  continually  befet  by  i(  troubles, either  bodily  or  fpi- 
ntual,  lo  we  continually  (land  in  need  of  a  city  of  u  refuge  and 
“ftrength’  into  which  we  mayfly,  and  be  fafe.  Religion  is  that 
city,  whofe  gates  are  always  open  to  the  afflicted  foul.  We  pro- 
lels  to  believe  this :  do  we  aCt  agreeably  to  fuch  profeffion? 

2.  Therefore  we  will  not  feary  though  the  earth  be  removed ,  and 
though  the  mountains  be  carried  into  the  midjl  of  the Jea.  3.  Though 
the  waters  thereof  roar  and  be  trouble though  the  mountains 
Jhake  with  the /welling  thereof 
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The  church  declares  her  full  and  firm  confidence  in  God,  as 
her  refuge  and  ftrerigth,  amidfl  all  the  tumults  and  confufions  of 
the  world,  the  raging  of  nations,  and  the  fall  of  empires'.  Nay, 
at  that  1  a  ft  great  and  terrible  day,  when  fea  and  land  are  to  be 
confounded,  and  every  mountain  and  hill  removed  for  ever ; 
when  there  is  to  be  u  diftrefs  of  nations,  with  perplexity,  the  fea 
and  the  waves  roaring;”  even  then  the  righteous  fhall  have  no 
caule  to  “  fear,”  but  rather  to  “  lift  up  their  heads,”  with  joy 
and  triumph,  becaufe  then  it  is,  that  their  “  redemption  draw- 

(i  eth  nigh.”  Let  usfet  that  day  before  us,  and  try  ourfelves  by 
that  reft. 

.  4*  Phere  is  a  river ,  the  fir  earns  whereof  (hall  make  glad  the 
city  of  God :  the  holy  place  of  the  tabernacle  of  the  moft  High . 
5.  God  is  in  the  midfi  of  her;  /he  J hall  not  be  moved :  God  fhall 
help  her, '  and  that  right  early  ;  Heb.  when  the  morning  appeareth. 

Such  is  the  ground,  on  which  the  church  erects  her  confidence. 
Inftead  of  thofe  waters,  which  overwhelm  the  world,  fhe  has 
within  herfelf  the  fountain  of  confolation,  fending  forth  rivers  of 
ipiritual  joy  and  pleafure  ;  and  in  the  place  of  iecular  inability 
Ihe  is  poflelled  of  a  city  and  hill,  which  Hand  faff  for  ever,  bein<r 
the  residence  of  the  Eternal,  who,  at  the  dawn  of  the  lad  morn- 
ing,  will  finally  appear  as  the  protestor  and  avenger  of  Ifrael. 

0.  The  heathen  raged ,  the  kingdoms  were  moved:  he  uttered  his 
voice,  the  earth  melted . 

How-concife,  how  energetic,  how  truly  and  aftonifhinaly  fub- 
lime.  1  he  kingdom  of  Chrift  being  twofold,  thefe  words  may 
be  applied  either  to  the  overthrow  of  heathenifm,  and  the  efla- 
blifiiment  of  the  Gofpel ;  or  to  the  deftruaion  of  the  world,  and 
the  ereaion  of  Mefhah’s  triumphant  throne.  Conquer,  O  Lord 

a  ourperverfe  affections,  and  reign  in  us,  that  we  may  conquer 
and  reign  with  thee.  J  1  , 

7.  The  Lord  of  hofis  is  with  us;  the  Cod  of  Jacob  is  our  re. 
fuge;  Heb.  an  high  place  for  us. 

r  tf°athe  “  Lt>RD  °f  hofts”  all  creatures  in  heaven  and  earth  are 
u  jec  ,  in  the  God  of  Jacob,”  the  church  acknowledges  the 
aviour  of  his  choien.  If  this  perfon  be  immanuel,  God  with 
us,  of  whom  can  we  be  afraid  ? 

8.  Come  behold  the  works  of  the  Lord,  what  deflations  he  hath 

ThefrJ"1 kalth‘  i  9i  he,maketh  wars  *o  ceafe'unto  the  end  of 
the  earth  he  breaketh  the  how ,  and  cult  eth  the  Jpear  in  funder  be 
burneth  the  chariot  in  the  fire.  J f  y 

fnrFh®  chu‘Th?  in  thefe  words>  propofes  to  us  the  nobleft  fubjeas 

”amely’  the  Sloriuus  '’'Tories  of  our  Lord, 

der  rnSfhnefi  *  p3rtly  t0  be  gained  hereafter,  in  or- 

f  t  urr  T  una  ,eftablllh!Tlenl:  of  univerfal  peace,  righteouiiiels 

Sfen  t  j  the8  h6aVenly  krgd0m-  Then  the  mighty  fhall  he 
fallen,  and  the  weapons  of  war  periihed,  for  ever?  Haiten  O 

Loi d,  that  bleffed  day ;  but  firft  prepare  us  for  it.  XQ.  Be 
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10.  Be  Jlill,  and  know  that  1  am  God :  I  will  be  exalted  among 
the  heathen,  I  will  be  exalted  in  the  earth . 

In  this  verfe  there  is  a  change  of  per  foil,  and  Jehovah  him- 
felf  is  introduced,  as  commanding  the  world  to  ceafe  its  oppofi- 
lion,  to  own  his  power,  and  to  acknowledge  his  fiovereignty  o- 
ver  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  nations.  Let  our  rebellious  pallions 
hear  this  divine  edicl,  tremble  and  obey. 

1 1 .  The  Lord  of  hojls  is  with  us  the  God  of  Jacob  is  our  refuge . 
See  ver.  7. 

IX.  DAY.  EVENING  PRAYER.  PSALM  XLVIL 

A  R  G  U  M  E  N  T. 

In  this  Pfalm,  appointed  by  the  church  to  be  ufed  on  Afcenfion 
day,  the  prophet  1 .  calls  the  nations  to  celebrate  io  glorious 
a  tellival ;  and  that,  on  account  2.  of  ChrifPs  power,  and  the 
mightinefs  of  his  kingdom;  3.  of  his  victories  and  triumphs, 
through  the  Gofpel ;  4.  of  the  inheritance  prepared  for  his 
chofen,  in  the  heavenly  Canaan,  by  his  own  afcenfion  thi¬ 
ther;  which  is  defcribed  under  images  borrowed  from  the 
afcent  of  the  ark  into  the  holy  city  and  temple;  an  occafion, 
on  which  the  Pfalm  was  probably  compofed.  6,  7. 
gain  and  again  exhorts  all  people  to  fing  the  prailes  of  their 
God  and  King,  and  to  Gng  with  the  underffauding,  as  well  as 
with  the  voice.  8,  9.  The  Pfalm  concludes  with  predicting 
the  eftablifhment  of  ChrifPs  kingdom,  and  the  conveifion  of 
the  Gentile  kings  and  nations  to  the  faith. 

1 .  0  clap  your  hands  all  ye  people,  Jhout  unto  God  with  the  voice 
of  triumph . 

The  prophet  invites  all  nations  to  celebrate  the  fefhvalofMef- 
iiah’s  exaltation,  becaufe  all  nations  had  a  fhare  in  the  benefits 
and  bleffings  of  that  glorious  day.  God  is  to  be  worfhipped  with 
bodily,  as  well  as  fpiritual  worlhip:  every  e<  hand  lboulo  be 
lifted  up  to  him  who  formed  it,  and  every  “  mouth”  flionld 
praife  him  who  giveth  breath  for  that  purpole. 

2.  For  the  Lord  mofi  high  is  terrible ,  he  is  a  great  King  over 

all  the  earth 

The  church  celebrates  the  afcenfion  of  Chrift,  becaufe  then 
he  was  “  highly  exalted  ;”  then  he  became  (t  terrible”  to  his  ene¬ 
mies,  all  power  in  heaven  and  in  earth  being  committed  to  him  ; 
and  then  he  began  to  difplay  the  excellent  majefty  of  hisuniver- 
fal  kingdom,  to  which  he  was  then  inaugurated,  being  crowned 

“King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords.” 

3.  He  Jhallfubdue  the  people  under  us ,  and  the  nations  under  our 

feet  l  t 

The  confequence  of  our  Lord’s  afcenfion  was  the  going  forth 

of  the  all-fubduing  Word,  under  the  influence  and  direction  or 

0  which. 
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which,  the  convinced  and  converted  nationsrenounced  their  idols 
and  their  luffs,  and  bowed  their  willing  necks  to  the  yoke  of  Je~ 
fus.  This  is  that  great  conqueft,  forelhewed  by  the  victories  of 
Joihua,  David,  and  all  the  faithful  heroes  of  old  time,  and  fore¬ 
told  in  language  borrowed  from  their  hiftories. 

4.  He  fhall  choofe  our  inheritance  for  us,  the  excellency  of  Ja¬ 
cob  whom  he  loved. 

The  land  of  Canaan  emphatically  fly  led,  iC  that  good  land,  and 
a  the  glory  of  all  lands,”  was  the  “  excellent  inheritance, ”  cho- 
fen  for  the  Ions  of  Jacob,  and  configned  to  them,  upon  the  ex¬ 
pul  fion  of  the  idolatrous  nations.  But  from  that  inheritance  If- 
rael  alfo  hath  long fince  been  expelled  :  and  Chriflians,  by  thefe 
words,  are  taught  to  look  to  “  an  inheritance  eternal,  and  incor- 
“  ruptible,  and  that  fadeth  not  away  to  thofe  happy  and  en¬ 
during  manfions,  which  the  fon  of  God  is  gone  to  prepare  for 
them  that  love  him,  and  are  beloved  of  him. 

5.  God  is  gone  up  with  a  fhout ,  the  Lord  with  the  found  of  a 
trumpet . 

Literally,  if  applied  to  the  ark,  as  Bifhop  Patrick  paraphrafes 
the  verfe,  “  God  is  gone  up,  by  the  lpecial  token  of  his  prefence., 
c<:  into  that  holy  place,  with  fbouts  of  joy  and  praife  ;  the  Lord 
“  is  gone  up  in  a  triumphant  pomp,  with  the  found  of  the  trum- 
“  pet,  and  all  other  inllruments  of  mu  lie.”  See  2  Sam.  vi. 

15.  2  Chron.  v.  2,  12,  kc.  Pf.  cxxxii.  8,  9.  But  fpiritually 
as  applied  now,  by  theChriflian  church,  to  theafcenlion  of  Chrift 
into  heaven,  prefigured  by  that  of  the  ark  into  the  temple 
-  God  incarnate  is  gone  up  into  that  holy  place,  not  made  with 
hands;  the  everlafling  doors  of  heaven  are  opened,  for  the  Kin^ 
of  glory  to  enter,  and  repofTefs  his  ancient  throne;  there  he  is 
received  by  the  united  acclamations  of  the  celeitial  armies,  by 
that  “fhout,”  that  voice  of  the  archangel,  and  that  trump  of  God,” 
which  are  to  found  again,  in  the  day  when  he  fhall  “  focome,  in 
“  like  manner,  as  he  went  into  heaven. 

6.  Sing  praifes  to  God,  fing  praife?  ;  fng  praifes  unto  our  King, 

jing  praifes.  7.  For  God  is  the  King  of  all  the  earth  fng-  ye 
praifes  with  underft andbig .  J 

Who  can  contemplate  the  glorious  triumph  of  human  nature 
over  its  enemies,  in  the  perfon  of  our  King,  rifen  and  afcended 
without  finding  himfelf  conffrained  to  break  forth  into  joy  and 
to  fing,  with  a  thankful  heart,  and  an  elevated  voice,  the  praifes 
due  unto  his  holy  name  !  Thefe  divine  hymns  were  defigned  for 
tnat  purpofe.  Let  us  therefore  fing  them,  and  let  us  fing  them 
with  underflanding;”  confidering  by  whom  they  were  indited, 
and  of  whom  they  treat;  reflecting,  that  the  eternal  Spirit  is 
their  author;  and  their  fubjedt  the  bleffed  Jefus. 

Prophetic,; 
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8.  God  reigneth  oia  r  the  heathen  ;  God  jitteth  upon  the  throne  of 
his  ho  line fs . 

YV  e  are  never  fuffered  to  forget,  that  the  end  of  MefTiah’s  ex¬ 
altation  to  the  right  hand  of  the  majelly  in  the  heavens,  was  the 
conversion  and  fa  l  vat  ion  of  the  world  ;  fo  continually  do  the 
prophets  and  apoftles  delight  to  dwell  upon  that  molt  intereftino* 
topic,  the  converlion  of  the  “  nations”  to  the  Gofpel  of  ChrifL 
Why  do  we  vainly  fancy,  that  we  belong  to  Him,  unieis  his  Spi¬ 
rit  u  reign”  in  our  hearts  by  faith? 

9  The  princes  of  the  people  are  gathered  together ,  even  the 
people  of  the  God  of  Jhraha?n  :  for  the  fniclds  of  the  earth  belong 
unto  God  :  he  is  greatly  exalted 

This  verfe  plainly  defcribeth  the  kings  of  the  Gentiles  as  acced¬ 
ing  to  the  church;  as  becoming,  with  their  fuhjedls,  through 
faith,  “the  people  of  the  God  of  Abraham,”  and  a  part  of  the 
facred  peculium  ;  as  lubmitting  to  God  in  Chrift  that  power  with 
which  they  were  invdted,  as“  fhields  of  the  earth,”  or  protest¬ 
ors  of  their  leveral  kingdoms  ;  and  as  bowing  their  fceptres  to 
the  crofs  of  Jefus.*  The  fenfe  of  the  verfe,  exprelTed 
in  New'  Teframent  language,  would  he,  “  The  kingdoms  of 
“  this  world  are  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  his  Chrift, 
tc  and  he  lhall  reign  for  ever  and  ever.”  So  let  every  nation  be 
converted  unto  thee,  O  Lord :  and  every  king  become  thy  fan 
and  fervant ;  until  all  the  world  (hall  worfhipthee,  fing  of  thee,, 
and  praife  thy  name  ! 

PSALM  XLVIII. 

ARGUMENT. 

This  Pfalrn  is  one  of  thofe,  which  by  our  church  are  appointed 
to  beufed  on  Whitfunday,  becaufe,  under  images  taken  from 
the  earthly  city  Jerufalem,  newly  refcued  from  her  enemies 
by  him  w'ho  refided  in  the  material  temple  on  mount  Zion, 
are  celebrated  i,  2,  3.  the  glory,  the  beauty,  and  theftrength 
of  the  church  Chriftian,  that  city  and  temple  of  Mefliah  ;  who 
4 _ 7.  is  defcribed  as  breaking  in  pieces,  and  bringing  to  no¬ 

thing,  the  oppofition  formed  againft  her  by  the  heathen  kings 
and  emperors  ;  on  which  account,  8 — it.  fhe  exprefleth  her 
graticule  and  joy ;  12—14.  exhorting  her  people  to  contem¬ 
plate,  and  tranfmit  to  pofferity,  an  account  of  thofe  wonder¬ 
ful  works  of  God,  the  eftabli  foment  and  prefervaticn  of  his 
church  in  the  world  ;  for  which  Ihe  wdfoes  all  generations,  af¬ 
ter  her  example,  to  adore  and  praife  his  holy  name,  for  ever 

and  ever. 

*  This  latter  part  of  the  verfe  is  differently  explained  by  the  Rev.  Mr* 
Merrick,  in  his  poetical  paraphrafe  of  this  pfolm— 

For  he,  whofe  hands  amid  the  Ikies, 

Th’  eternal  fceptre  wield, 

-To  earth’s  whole  race  his  care  applies,  I.  Great 

And  o’er  them  fpreads  his  fhield. 
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1.  is  the  Lord,  and  greatly  to  be  praifed  in  the  city  of 
our  God ,  in  the  mountain  of  his  holinefs. 

The  prophet  preparing  to  celebrate  the  beauty  and  magnificence 
of  the  church,  begins  with  letting  forth  the  praifes  of  her  great 
founder  :  whole  wifdorn,  mercy,  and  power,  as  they  are  con- 
fpicuous  in  all  his  works,  fo,  more  especially,  in  this,  the  chief 
and  crown  of  all;  for  which,  his  name  can  never  be  Sufficiently 
extolled,  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  new  Jerufalem  ;  and  by  them 
it  ought  to  be  extolled,  for  ever  and  ever. 

2.  Beautiful  for  (it  nation,  the  joy  of  the  whole  earth  is  mount 
Sion ,  on  the  fide  s  of  the  north,  the  city  of  the  great  king . 

How  “  beautiful”  is  the  Holy  and  heavenly  Zion,  or  the 
Chriftian  church  ;  how  truly  is  (he  “  the  joy  of  the  whole  earth,” 
by  the  glad  tidings  which  her  miniliers  continually  publifh; 
how  properly  is  this  Jerufalem  ftyled,  “  the  city  of  the  great 
“  King  !” 

3 .  God  is  known  in  her  palaces  for  a  refuge. 

The  great  founder  of  the  church  is  alfo  her  protector  and  de¬ 
fender  ;  the  dependance  of  the  new  Jerufalem,  like  that  of  the 
old,  is  not  in  man,  or  in  the  arm  of  flelh,  but  in  the  God,  who 
reiideth  in  the  niidft  of  her.  For,  furely,  uni  el's  he  kept  the 
holy  city,  the  watchmen  in  the  towers  would  wake  but  in  vain. 

4.  For  lo ,  the  kings  were  affembled,  they  paffed  by  together. 

Never  were  the  power  and  malice  pf  earthly  princes  more 

violently  bent  to  hinder  the  building  of  Jerufalem,  or  to  pull 
down  what  was  already  built,  than  they  were  to  prevent  the  e- 
dification  of  the  church,  and  to  root  up  its  foundations.  But  the 
event,  with  regard  to  the  latter,  was  the  fame,  which  had  often 
happened,  in  the  cafe  of  the  former. 

5.  They  faw  it,  and  fo  they  marvelled,  they  were  troubled,  and 
hafied  away.  6.  Fear  took  hold  upon  them  there,  and  pain  as  of 
a  woman  in  travail . 

The  potentates  of  the  world  faw  the  miracles  of  the  apoftles, 
the  courage  and  conftancy  of  the  martyrs,  and  the  daily  increafe 
of  the  church,  notwithflanding  all  their  perfecutions;  they  be¬ 
held  with  aftonilhment  the  rapid  progrefs  of  the  faith  through  the 
R.oman  empire ;  they  called  upon  their  gods,  but  their  gods 
could  not  help  themfelves;  idolatry  expired  at  the  foot  of  the 
victorious  crofs,  and  the  power  which  fupported  it,  became 
Christian. 

7.  Thou  breakeft  the  (hips  of  TarJJjifh  with  the  eaft  wind. 

In  the  foregoing  verfe,  the  confiernation  amongtt  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  the  church  was  compared  to  the  horrors  of  a  travailing 
woman ;  here  it  is  likened  to  the  apprehenfions  of  delpairiug 
mariners.  Nor  indeed  can  any  thing  in  nature  more  fitly  re- 
prefent  the  overthrow  of  hcathenifm  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Gofpel, 

than 
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tiian  the  wreck  of  a  fleet  of  fhips  in  a  florin  at  fea.  Both  are 
effected  by  the  mighty  power  of  God.* 

8.  As  we  have  heard ,  fo  have  we  feen  in  the  city  of  the  Lord 
qf  hofts ,  in  the  city  of  our  God  ;  God  will  efh.blijh  it  for  ever. 

1  he  church  heard,  by  the  prophets,  of  the  future  birth,  life, 
death,  refurrectron,  and  afcenfion  of  Mefiiah  ;  of  the  cfFufion 
of  the  Spirit,  and  her  own  enlargement,  ef!ablifhmet>t,  and  pre¬ 
servation,  in  the  Gentile  world.  Thefe  predictions,  which  fhe 
had  fo  often  u  heard/’  fhe  hath  u  feen”  accompliihed,  even  u n<- 
to  this  day  ;j-  and  therefore  doubts  not  of  God?s  continuing  his 
favour  and  protection,  to  the  end  of  time. 

9.  IV e  have  thought,  or,  we  wait  in  ftence  and  patience  for  thy 
loving  kindnefs ,  0  God ,  in  the  mi  (ft  of  thy  temple. 

Contemplation  of  all  the  wondrous  works,  which  the  Lord 
our  G-od  hath  wrought  for  us_*  produces  faith  in  his  proinifes, 
and  resignation  to  his  will:  and  he  that,  with  thefe  difpcfitions, 
waits  for  God \s  mercies,  in  God’s  houie,  fliall  not  wait  in  vain. 

to.  According  to  thy  name,  0  God ,  fo  is  thy  praife  unto  the 
ends  of  the  earth  :  thy  right  hand  is  full  of  right  eoufnejs. 

Wherever  the  name  of  God  is  known,  and  his  works  are  de* 
dared,  there  the  iacrifice  of  praife  mud  needs  be  offered  to  him* 
by  men,  who  are  made  fentible  of  his  mercies  towards  them  :  and 
the  day  is  coining,  when  all  the  world  Shall  be  forced  to  acknow¬ 
ledge,  that  his“  right  hand  is  full  ofrighteoufnefs/*  and  hisjudg- 
rnents  arejufl. 

1 1.  Let  mount  Zion  rejoice ,  let  the  daughters  of  Judah  he  glad , 
becaufe  of  thy  judgments. 

The  church,  and  all  her  children,  are  exhorted  to  rejoice, 
with  joy  unfpeakable,  and  full  of  glory,  on  account  of  the  mani- 
feftation  of  divine  power,  on  her  behalf,  againfl  her  enemies. 
Thus,  at  the  fall  of  the  my  flic  Babylon,  it  is  faid — “  Rejoice  o- 
cl  ver  her,  thou  heaven,  and  ye  holy  apcdles  and  prophets,  for 
e{  God  hath  avenged  you  on  her.”  Rev.  xviii.  20. 

12.  IV alk  about  Zion ,  and  go  round  about  her  :  tell  the  towers 
thereof  13.  Mark  ye  well  her  bulwarks ,  Confider  her  palaces, 
that  ye  may  tell  it  to  the  generations  following. 

*  Senfus  eft;  qualis  ventus  ve'hemens  content  naves  magni  marls,  tails  eft 
Dei  vis  tuentis  Jerufalem,  et  hoftilem  exercitum  diflipantis.  Boftuet.  Iliuf- 
trations  of  this  kind  are  fometimes  introduced,  by  the  facred  writers,  with 
the  mark  of  comparifon  ;  and  frequently,  as  here,  without  it.  The  meaning 
evidently  is,  that  as  the  eaft  wind  ftiatters  in  pieces  the  ftiips  of  Tarfhifh,  fo 
the  divine  power  ftruck  the  heathen  kings  with  terror  and  aftonifhment. 

f  “  Sicut  audivimus,, —  Prophetia  Ifaise  videtur  hie  notari:  lenfulque  eft; 
fiewt  audivimus  ab  Ifaia  prophetatum,  fore  ut  obfidio  miribiliter  folveretur,  ac 
Sennacherabi  Dux  Ralfaces,  ejufque  exercitus  csederetur,  fic  impletum  vidi¬ 
mus.  Ifai.  xxxvii.  21.  2  Reg*  x .  2C.  Qua  figura  coeleftis  Jerufalem  incolse 
et  ipfi  canunt,  “  ficut  audivimus,”  ex  auditu  lidei,  Gal.  iii.  25.  “  fic  vidimus,’* 
jam  fublato  velo,  atque  aperta  Dei  facie.  “  Deus  fundavit  earn;”  nihil  ha- 
bet  metuendum,  tanto  exempta  periculo.  Prophetice,  de  Ecdefia  fundata  fu- 
per  patram,  ideoque  inconcuffa.  Mats.  xvi.  jS.  Beffuet. 

Chriftiaus. 
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Chriflians  are  here  enjoined  to  contemplate,  again  and  again? 
continually,  the  fabrick  of  the  fpiritual  Jerufalem,  wonderful/ 
railed,  and  as  wonderfully  preserved  ;  to  confider  attentively 
the  parts  deligned  for  ufe,  for  {Length,  for  ornament ;  that  they 
may  be  able  to  inftrudt  polferity  in  the  nature  and  hiftory  of 
this  holy  building,  and  in  their  duty  of  forwarding  and  defending 
the  fame,  from  generation  to  generation. 

14.  For  this  God  is  our  God  jor  ever  and  ever  :  he  will  he  our 
guide  even  unto  death. 

Let  the  world  worfhip  whom  or  what  it  will,  w.f.  worfhip 
none  other  but  Him,  who,  by  his  Spirit,  founded,  and,  by  his 
power,  preferveth  the  church  ;  who,  by  that  Spirit,  “  guideth” 
us  through  life,  and  by  that  power,  will  enable  11s  to  overcome 
death  *  that  fo  we  may  rejoice  and  triumph  for  evermore, 
as  citizens  of  the  city  of  God,  and  fubje&s  of  the  King  of  Glory, 


PSALM  XLIX. 

ARGUMENT. 


1  he  prophet/after  a  foie  ran  introduction,  1 — 4.  in  which  the 
whole  world  is  called  upon,  to  hear  a  leffon  of  divine  wifdom, 
5.  propoles  the  fubjedl  in  a  queilion,  implying  the  great  folly 
of  yielding  to  the  temptation  of  fear,  in  the  time  of  affli&ion 
and perfecution,  when  the  rich  and  the  powerful  are  in  arms 
again  If  the  Innocent  and  Righteous  Sufferer  ;  inafinuch  as  5, 
— 9.  no  man,  by  his  riches  or  power,  can  redeem  his  brother, 
or  himfelf,  in  the  evil  day;  but  10.  wife  and  foolilh  die,  and 
leave  their  effates  to  others;  and,  11 — 13.  notwithflanding 
all  their  care  and  pains,  are  foon  forgotten,  while  they  are 
detained,  by  death,  in  the  grave,  till  they  rife  to  judgment 
and  condemnation.  On  the  other  hand,  the  prophet,  in  the 
perfon  of  Meffiah,  15.  declares  his  faith  in  a  joyful  refurrcdib 

on  to  life  and  glory,  through  the  power  of  Jehovah  ;  and  16 _ 

20.  exhorts  believers,  neither  to  fear,  nor  envy  the  pnan  of 
the  world,  confide  ring  what  his  latter  end  is  to  be. 

1.  Hear  this ,  all  ye  people,  give  ear  all  ye  inhabitants  of  the 
world :  2.  Both  low  and  high ,  rich  and  poor  together. 

Ibis  Pfalm  opens  with  great  dignity,  and  the  prophet  fpenks, 
“  as  one  having  authority.”  He  demands  an  audience1,  like 
that  which  is  to  he  affembled  at  the  half  day  ;  having  fomething  to 
deliver,  which  is  univerfally  important  and  interefting  ;  fome- 
thmg,  which  concerns  every  age,  and  condition,  and  nation,  un¬ 
der  heaven.  And  we  may  oblerve,  that  although  the  found  of 
tUiS  x  laun,  when  fir  ft  utterred,  could  be  heard  only  within  the 

tt  This  God  will  he  our  God  to  all  eternity,  and  (by  that  power  which 

he  has  already  exerted  in  our  protection)  will  conduct  us  through  life  with 
ialety.  Mernck.  r 

confines. 


} 
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confines  of  Judea,  yet  theknowlege  of  it  hath  fince  a  dually  been 
d iff u fed  in  the  Chrillian  church,  throughout  the  world,  from  the 
riling  to  the  letting  furi.  But  how  few,  alas,  have  duly  attend¬ 
ed  to  the  falutary  leflon,  which  it  fo  divinely  teacheth  ! 

3.  My  mouth  J, hall  /peak  of  wifdom  ;  and  the  meditation  of  my 
heart  lhall  be  of  under  ft anding . 

At  the  call  of  folly,  what  multitudes  are  always  ready  to  af- 
femble!  But  Wifdom,  eternal  and  elTential  W ifdom,  crieth  with¬ 
out  ;  (he  lifteth  up  her  voice  in  the  flreets ;  and  who  is  at  leifure 
to  attend  her  heavenly  lectures?  The  “  mouth”  of  Jefus  always 
“  fpake  of  wifdom  but  few  regarded  him  :  the  “  meditation 
**  of  his  heart”  was  ever  u  of  underflanding ;”  but  it  was  account¬ 
ed  maduefs. 

4.  J  will  incline  mine  ear  to  a  parable;  1  will  open  my  dark 
fpetrch  upon  the  harp . 

In  the  promulgation  of  wifdom  and  underflanding  to  the 
world,  the  prophet,  as  the  faithful  fcribe  of  the  Spirit,  was  to 
fpeak  only  what  he  IhouJd  hear,  by  <e  inclining  his  car”  to  his 
divine  Teacher ;  he  was  to  fpeak  in  the  way  of  u  parable,  or 
“  proverb,  or  problem,”  that  is,  in  fuch  a  way,  as  fhould  re¬ 
quire  ftudy  and  diligence,  to  unfold  and  explain;  in  fuch  a 
way,  as  the  world  is  not  inclined  to  uuderfhnd,  or  liflen  to; 
as  our  Lord  delivered  his  do&rines  when  on  earth.  And,  that 
melody  might  ferve  as  a  vehicle  for  inftruftton,  this  important 
leflon  was  to  be  let  to  mufic,  and  played  upon  the  harp. 

4.  IV here  fore  fhould  1  fear  in  the  days  of  evil ,  when  the  iniqui¬ 
ty  of  my  heels  fhall  compafs  me  about  ? 

The  iniquity  of  my  heels,  fays  Bifhop  Lowth,  is  hardly 
fenfe.  Suppofe  12 pp  to  be  not  a  noun,  but  the  prefent  par¬ 
ticiple  of  the  verb  ;  it  will  then  be  u  The  wickednefs  of  thofe 
“  that  lie  in  wait  for  me,”  or,  “  endeavour  to  fnpplant  me.” 
Bifhop  Hare  likewile,  as  Mr. Merrick  has  obferved,  tranflates 
‘inpy  “  infidiantium  mihi.”  I  had,  at  firft,  given  another 
turn  to  the  PfalmifPs  queftipn,  and,  by  <e  the  iniquity  of  my 
“  heels,”  had  underflood  to  be  meant,  (C  the  iniquity  of  my 
u  footfleps,”  that  is,  a  my  goings,  or,  ways;”  ( \ap$7  being 
ufed  for  footfleps,  Pf.  Ivi.  7.  and  Cant.  i.  8.)  as  if  it  had  been 
laid — Why,  for  the  fake  of  procuring  riches,  or  power,  fhould 
I  bring  fear  and  anguifh  upon  myfelf;  in  that  hour,  when  my 
fins  will  find  me  out,  and  neither  riches,  nor  power,  can  de¬ 
liver  me  from  the  punifhment  due  to  them?  Thus  Bofluet  and 
Mudge  underflood  the  verfe.  But  I  am  clear,  that  Bifhop 
Lowth’s  idea  is  the  true  one  :  and  then  the  purport  of  the  quel- 
tion  is  plainly  this— -Why  fhould  I  give  way  to  fear  and  def- 
pondency,  in  the  time  of  calamity,  when  the  wickednefs  of  my 
wealthy  and  powerful  adverfaries  compaffes  me  about,  to  iup- 
plant  and  overthrow  n  e? 

6.  They 
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6,  They  that  trufi  in  their  wealth ,  and  hoajl  thcmfelves  in  the 
multitude  of  their  riches  ;  7.  None  of  ihtm  can  by  any  'means  re¬ 
deem  his  brother ,  nor  give  to  God  a  ranfojn  for  him:  b.  (For  the 
redemption  of  their  foul  if  precious ,  and  it  ceafcth  for  ever,).  9. 
That  he  Jhoulcl Jtill  live  for  ever,  and  not  fee  corruption . 

In  this  world,  as  the  wife  man  obferveth,  Ecclef.  x.  19. 
“  money  anfwereth  all  things and  therefore,  worldly  men 
place  their  trull  and  confidence  in  it;  but,  in  “  the  evil 
“  day,”  riches  {hall  not  be  found;  nor,  if  they  could  be  found, 
would  they  avail  anything,  towards  eternal  falvation.  .For, 
(i  what  {hall  a  man  give  in  exchange  for  his  loul?77  faith  one, 
who  bell:  knew  the  value  of  fouls;  as  he  paid  the  price  of  that 
precious  redemption,  which  otherwise  muff  have  “  cealed  for 
“  ever  when  he  differed  for  ns  on  the  crofs,  and  arole,  on 
the  third  day,  to  life  and  immortality,  without  leeing  corrup¬ 
tion.”* 

10.  For  he  feeth  that  wife  men  die ,  likewife  the  fool  and  the  hru - 
tijh  perfon  perifh,  and  leave  their  wealth  to  others. 

The  inability  of  man  to  fave  bis  brother  or  himfelf  from 
death,  is  evinced  by  daily  experience,  which  fheweth  us,  that 
the  penalty  due  to  fin  is  continually  levied  upon  all ;  wifdoni 
and  folly  go  down  into  the  drift  together;  (i  and  then,  whole 
u  (hall  thole  things  be,  which  have  been  provided?”  Luke 
xii.  20.  Their  pofleflions  come  into  the  hands  of  others,  per¬ 
haps  for  thofe  for  whom  they  had  never  intended  them,  and 
who  have  neither  inclination  nor  ability  to  do  the  dead  man 
any  fervice. 

11.  Their  inward  thought  is,  that  their  houfes  fh all  continue 
for  ever ,  and  their  dwelling  places  to  all  generations  ;  they  call 
their  lands  after  their  own  names. 

Various  are  the  contrivances  of  vain  men,  to  have  their 
names  written  on  earth,  and  to  procure,  after  their  deaths,  an 
imaginary  immortality,  for  them  lei  ves  and  their  families,  in  the 
memory  and  converfation  of  pofterity  ;  which  is  not  often  ob¬ 
tained  ;  and  if  obtained,  is  of  no  value;  when,  with  lei’s  trou¬ 
ble,  they  might  have  had  their  names  written  in  heaven,  and 
have  fecured  to  themfelves  a  bleffed  immortality,  in  the  glori¬ 
ous  kingdom  of  their  Redeemer. 

12.  Never  thclefs ,  man  being  in  honour ,  abideth  not;  he  is  like 
the  beafls  that  perifrj. 

The  continuance  of  a  man  in  the  world  is  as  that  of  a  tra¬ 
veller  at  an  inn,  who  tarrieth  but  for  a  night;  fo  that  if  ho¬ 
nour  and  wealth  do  not  foon  leave  him,  he  mud  foon  leave  them., 

Hosverfusad  Chriftum  Patres  referunt,  ut  fenfus  fit,  nemo  ptirus  homo 
.ratrem  redimit,  led  tantum  iiie  homo  qui  etiam  Dens  eft.  Memorant.  etiani 
Interpretes  R.  Mofen  Hazardan,  qui  verba  haec  de  Rege  Media  intelligit,  qui 

P™  ^ratrum  mortuus,  poftea  in  aeternum  vivat,  uti  praedidimi 

eft  ab  Ilaia,  Ini.  10.  Bofluet* 

and. 
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nnd,  like  the  brutes  around  him,  return  to  his  earth,  never 
fuore  to  be  leeo,  and  little  more  to  be  thought  of.*  Families 
decay,  and  are  extinguifhed,  as  well  as  individuals ;  and  the 
world  i  tie  If  is  to  perilh  after  the  fame  example.  That  fuch 
bemo-s,  in  fuch  a  place,  fhould  think  of  becoming  glorious  and 


bb 


immortal  ! 

t?.  i  his  their  way  is  their  folly;  yet  their  poferity  approve 


their  fay  ings . 

^  1  r,e  pradHce  of  labouring  to  acquire  wealth  and  greatnefs, 
which  can  be  of  no  fervice  after  death,  and  of  endeavouring  to 
peipetnate  the  pofTeflion  of  the  mod  uncertain  things  in  nature, 
p*  ooubtlels  a  folly  ;  but  it  is  a  folly,  which,  like  many  others 
is  at  once  blamed,  and  imitated. 

14.  Like /beep,  that ,  or,  they  are  laid  in  the  grave,  death  fall 

them ;  and  tee  upright  fall  have  dominion  over  them 
in  tae  morning,  and  their  beauty  fall  conjume  in  the  grave,  from 
their  dwelling . 

I  lie  high  and  mighty  ones  of  the  earth,  who  caufe  people  to 
fear,  and  nations  to  tremble  around  them,  muff  one  day  crowd 
the  grave  ;  in  multitude  and  impotence,  though  not  in  inno¬ 
cence,  refembling  Ihecp,  driven  and  confined  by  the  butcher, 
in  his  houie  of  daughter.  There  death,  that  ravening  wolf, 
inall  feed  fweetly  on  them,  and  devour  his  long  expecled  prey, 
yii  filence  and  darknefs,  until  the  glorious  morning  of  the  re- 
furrebhon  dawn  ;  when  the  once  oppreffed  and  afflufted  righte¬ 
ous,  Lien  from  tire  dead,  and  fitting,  with  their  Lord,  in 
judgment,  fhall  have  the  dominion  over  tlieir  cruel  and  infult- 
mg  enemies  ;  whole  faded  beauty,  withered  (Length,  and  de¬ 
parted  glory,  fhall  difplay  to  men  and  angels  the  vanily  of  that 
confidence,  which  is  not  placed  in  God. 

15.  But  God  will  redeem  ray  foul,  or  animal  frame ,  from  the 
power  of  the  grave  ;  for  he  fall  receive  me. 

I  he  righteous  as  well  as  the  wicked,  defeend  into  the  grave  ; 
to  the  bodies  of  the  former  it  is  a  refting  place,  as  the  prifon 
was  to  St.  Peter,  till  the  angel  of  the  Lord  fhall  awaken  them, 
and  call  them  forth;  while  to  the  latter  it  is  a  condemned  hold, 
from  which,  at  the  appointed  day,  they  are  to  be  dragged  to 
execution. f  The  prophet  here  expreffeth  a  full  and  firm  faith 
in  the  refurrection  ;  and  may  he  conceived  as  fpeaking  in  the 
perfon  of  Him,  who  was  fir  ft  redeemed  from  the  grave,  and 
accepted  by  the  Father;  who  did  not  defpond  in  the  days  of 
evil,  and  when  the  wickednefs  of  his  fupplanters  compafied 

*  u  Comparatus  eft  jumentis;”  quoad  temporalia,  nihil  habet  amplius,  at- 
que  omnino  inftar  jumenti  eft,  nift  asterna  meditatur.  Bofifuet. 

i  Impiorum  inanitate  defpedla,  nfiurgit  ai  bonos  in  Deum  fperantes,  quo¬ 
rum  Deus  ariimam  ab  inferis  redimit,  cum  a  fepulchro  affumptos  ad  vitam 
mternam  transfert.  Alioqui,  rseque  qui  fperat  in  Domino  plus  reliquis  habe- 
ret,  neque  prafationi  rd’nonderet  bujus  Pfalmi  doeftrina.  Boffuet* 


“  him 
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“  him  about as  fore  feeing  their  fpeedy  deftruXion,  and  his 
own  approaching  refurreXion  and  exaltation.  And  therefore, 
he  thus  exhorts  each  difciple  of  his  in  the  fubfequent  verfes  of 
our  Pfalm- — 

/  'i*  ’  *  .  < 

1 6.  Be  not  thou  afraid ,  when  one  is  made  rich;  when  the  glory 
of  his  houfe  is  mere  a  fed.  17.  For  when  he  dieih ,  he  JIj  all  carry 
nothing  away  :  his  glory  fhall  not  defeend  af  ter  him. 

This  is  the  conclufion  of  the  Pfalm,  naturally  following  from 
the  premilfes ;  and  addreffed,  by  way  of  exhortation  and  com¬ 
fort,  to  the  meek  and  humble  difciples  of  the  Lamb  ;  directing 
them  to  fear  God,  who  is  able  to  dedroy  both  foul  and  body  in 
hell,  and  not  to  be  afraid  of  the  ihort  lived  power,  conferred 
in  this  world,  by  wealth,  over  the  body  only.  For  this  pur- 
pofe,  nothing  is  requifite,  but  to  drip  the  worldling  of  the 
pomp  and  parade,  the  connexions  and  relations  of  life,  and  to 
confider  him,  as  he  is  to  appear,  on  the  day  of  his  burial  • 
when  nothing  fhall  attend  him,  but  his  fhroud  to  the  grave 
and  h  is  works  to  the  judgment  feat.  View  him  in  this  light, 
which  is  the  proper  light  to  view  him  in,  and  he  will  ceafe  to 
be  the  object  of  fear,  or  envy* 

18.  Though  whilft  he  lived,  he  hie  [fed  his foul ;  and  men  will 
praife  thee  when  thou  doe  ft  well  to  thy f elf. 

Such  mull  be  the  worldling’s  end,  as  deferibed  above,  how¬ 
ever,  in  the  day  of  health  and  profperity,  he  may  bids  him- 
felf,  and  fay,  “  Soul,  thou  had  goods  laid  up  for  many  years  ; 

((  take  thine  eafe,  eat,  drink,  and  be  merry.”  Nor  will  inch 
a  fpeech,  whenever  it  is  fpoken,  want  its  admirers  :  it  will  have 
the  applaufe  of  numbers,  whole  opinion  it  is,  that  “  there  is 
“  nothing  better  for  a  man,  than  that  he  fhould  eat,  and  drink, 
u  and  enjoy  hirnfelf,  all  the  days  of  his  life  which  God  oiveth 
“  him  under  the  fun.” 

19.  He  (hall go  to  the  generation  of  his  fathers,  they  fhall  ne¬ 
ver  fee  light . 

They  who  follow  their  fathers  in  fin,  mud  follow  them  like- 
wife  intothe  torments  of  that  fad  place,  where  darknefs  has  fixed 
its  everlading  abode,  for  the  reception  of  thofe  who  ever  loved 
and  embraced  it;  and  where  the  light  of  life  and  falvation  no 
longer  vifits  thofe,  who  always  hated  and  rejected  it. 

20.  Man  that  is  in  honour ,  and  underftandeth  not,  is  like  the 
beafls  that  perifh. 

The  fum  of  the  whole  matter  is,  that  it  can  profit  a  man 
nothing  to  gain  the  whole  world  ;  to  become  poffeiled  of  all  its 
wealth,  and  all  its  power;  if,  after  all,  he  loole  his  own  foul,  and 
be  cad  away,  for  want  of  that  holy  and  heavenly  wifdom,  which 
didinguilnes  him  from  the  brutes^and  fees  him  above  them,  in  his 
life,  and  at  his  death. 
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A  R  G  U  M  E  N  T. 

I  ’  '  T.-  ,  *st  \  ‘  *.  J  V,  h 

Th  is  Pfalm  prefents  ns  *-  ith  a  magnificent  defcription  j,  2.  of 
the  promulgation  of  the  Gofpel,  followed  q,  4.  by  a  predicti¬ 
on,  of  the  terrible  manner  of  God’s  coming  to  judge  his  apof- 
rate  people  Ifrael :  *  5,  6.  of  the  aflemhly  to  be  prefent,  and 
his  appeal  to  men  and  angels  ;  7— -13.  the  rejection  of  the  le¬ 
gal;  and  14;  15.  the  eftablifliment  of  the  Chriiiian  worfhip  and 
lervices  ;  16 — 20.  the  impenitent  Jews  are  arraigned,  and 
11.  threatened,  and  22.  exhorted  to  confide r,  to  repent,  and 
24.  to  embrace  the  evangelical,  or  fpiritual  religion.  It  is  to 
he  obferved,  that  in  this  Pfalm;  as  in  our  Lord’s  difcourfe  on 
the  fame  fubjed,  the  particular  judgment  of  Jerufalem  is  a  fi¬ 
gure  and  fpecimen  of  the  laft  general  judgment.  Hypocriti¬ 
cal  and  wicked  Chriftians are  therefore  to  apply  to  themfelves 
xv hat  is  primarily  addrefled  to  their  elder  brethren,  the  unbe¬ 
lieving  and  rebellious  Tons  of  faithful  and  obedient  Abraham. 

1  The  mighty  God ,  even  the  Lord  hath  /pc  ken ,  and  called  the 
earth  from  the  rifmg  of  the  fun ,  unto  the  going  down  thereof. 

u  God,  who  at  fun  dry  times,  and  in  divers  manners,  Jpake  in 
“  time  pad  unto  the  fathers  by  the  prophets,  hath  in  thefe  laft 
<c  days  fpoken  unto  us  by  Son.”  Hob.  i.  1.  The  everlafting 
Gofpel  hath  made  its  glorious  progrefs  from  the  eaftern  to  the 
wefleru  work!  ;  and  the  nations  have  been  thereby  called  to  re¬ 
pentance. 

2.  Cut  of  Sion ,  the  perfection  of  beauty,  God  hath  /bine d. 

The  law  which  was  given  by  Tvfoies,  proceeded  from  Sinai, 
the  mount  of  fear  and  horror;  but  the  word  of  grace  and  truth 
which  came  by  jefus  Chriff,  iffued  forth  from  Sion,  the  chofen 

*  Such  is  the  general  idea  entertained  of  this  Pfalm,  by  the  heft  Chriftian 

expofitons,  cited  in  Poole’s  Synopfis,  where  we  are  like  wife  informed,  that 
the  Jewifh  Rabbies  affirm  the  luhjedt  of  it  to  be  “  that  judgment,  which  will 
«•  be  executed  in  the  da;ys  of  Mefliah” — ignorant,  alas,  that  they  themlelves, 
and  their  people,  are  now  become  the  unhappy  objedfs  of  that  judgment,  - 
Pfalmi  quinquageiimi  argumentum  eft  ex  genere  Didadfico  ad  moralem 
«t  Theologian!  pertinens,  grave  imprimis  et  frudtuofum :  Deo  nimirum  non 
«  placere  Sacriftcia  et  externos  ritus  religionis,  fed  iinceram  potius  pietatem, 
“  laudefque  ex  grato  animo  profluentes  ;  neque  vero  has  ipfas  pietatis  fignm- 
<£  catlones,  fine  juftitia  cseterifque  virtutibus.  Ita  duas  habet  partes;  prime 
rt  arguitur  cultor  plus  quidem,  fed  ignarus  et  fuperftitioni  ohnoxius  ;  deinde 
«  im probus  pietatis  limulator. — Si  totum  hujufee  Qdx  apparatum  et  quail 
•«  fecnam  contemplamur,  nihil  facile  poteft  efcfe  magnificentius.  Deus  um- 
«•  vsrfum  genus  humanum  folenni  edidfo  convocat,  ut  de  populo  fuo  judicium 
«  publice  exerceat;  ponitur  in  Sione  auguftum  Tribunal  :  depingitur  Dei  ai  - 
«  venientis  majeftas  imaginibus  a  defeenfu  in  montem  Sinam  petitis:  Coelum 
cc  et  Terra  invocantur  Divinx  juftitia  teftes :  turn  demum  inducitur  Dei  iphus 
c<  fententiam  dicentis  auguftiftima  perfona,  per  reliquam  Oden  continuata  „ 
<£  unde  cum  exteris  cjus  partibus  admirabilis  ilia  exoift.i  majeftas  et  p  en 
u  eomnumicauu'.'*  Lowtb,  Prxledb  xxvii,  ad  init» 

mountain 
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mountain  of  beauty  and  excellency,  in  Jerufalem.  There  that 
glory  firft  arofeand  Ihone,  which,  like  the  light  of  heaven,  foon 
diffufed  itfelf  abroad  over  the  face  of  the  whole  earth. 

3.  Our  God  fhall  come,  and  fhall  not  keep  (Hence  :  a  fire  J, ball  de¬ 
vour  before  him,  and  it  fhall  be  very  tempe/iuous  round  about  him. 

The  prophet,  having  defcribed  thefird  advent  of  Chrid,  and  the 
promulgation  of  the  Gofpel,  now  foretelleth  his  coining  to  take 
vengeance  on  the  hypocritical  Jews  ;  as  alfo, his  advent  to  judge 
the  world,  prefigured  thereby.  Upon  both  thole  occafions,  his 
coming  was  to  be  with  founds  and  lights  of  terror,  with  all  the 
marks  and  tokens  of  wrath  and  fiery  indignation,  like  thole  dis¬ 
played  on  Sinai. 

4.  He  fhall  call  to  the  heavens  from  above,  and  to  the  earth> 
that  he  may  judge  his  people. 

Heaven  and  earth,  men  and  angels,  were  to  be  witnefles  of 
the  righteous  judgments  of  God,  executed  upon  hisapodate  peo¬ 
ple  ;  as  all  the  celedial  armies,  and  all  the  generations  of  the  fons 
of  Adam,  are  to  be  prefent,  at  the  general  judgment  of  the  lad 
day. 

5.  Gather  my  faints  together  unto  me  ;  thofe  that  have  made  a 
covenant  with  me  by  facrifce. 

T  hefe  are  the  words  of  God,  fummoning  mankind  to  attend 
<c  trial  6<  calling  to  the  heavens  from  above,  and  to  the  earth, 
that  he  may  judge  his  people.”  Thus  it  is  laid  of  the  Son  of 
man,  Matt.  xxiv.  31.  cc  He  (hall  lend  his  angels  with  a  great 

found  of  a  trumpet,  and  they  lhall  gather  together  his  elect 
u  from  the  four  winds,  from  one  end  of  heaven  to  the  other. 

6.  And  the  heavens  Jhail  declare  his  riphteoufnefs  ;  for  God  is. 
judge  himfelf 

Th?  applauding  Heavhis  the  changelefs  doom. 

While  God  the  balance  lhall  aflame, 

In  full  memorial  fhall  record, 

And  own  the  judice  of  their  Lord. 


W1ERRICK, 


-»■*<)  V  f  v  I  ^  *X  > 

t7*  Hear  0  my  people,  and  1  will  (peak  ;  0  If  ad  and  I  will  ft/ 
iify  again 'ft  thee:  I  am  God,  even  thy  God. 

This  is  the  voice  of  the  omnifcient  judge,  impleading  his  ancien 
people^  who  are  commanded  to  attend  to  the  words  of  him 
their  God  and  covenanted  Saviour,  thus  condrained  to  clear  hi; 
judice  before  the  World,  and  to  Ihew  that  they  had  dedroyer 
themfelves.  Nominal  and  wicked  Chridians  will  be  addrefied 
in  the  fame  manner,  at  the  lad  day. 

.  8*  1  wU  not  reprove  thee  for  thy  facrifce  s,  or  thy  burnt  offer* 
ings,  to  have  been,  or,  they  were  continually  before' me. 

This  judicial  procefs  was  not  commenced  againd;  IlVaek  for 
their  having  negleded  to  offer  the  lacrifices  of  the  law ;  their 
oblations  were  on  the  altar,  morning  and  evening,  continually,  in- 

^  c  fomuck 
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iotnuch  that  God,  by  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  declares  himfelf  (C  wea- 
“  vy  of  them,”  as  not  having  been  accompanied  with  faith  and 
holinefsin  the  offerer.  Many  pharifaical  Chrihians  will  be  con¬ 
demned  for  the  fame  reafon,  notwithfianding  their  hrift  andfcru- 
pulotis  attendance  upon  the  ordinances  of  the  new  law,  if  it  {hall 
appear,  that  they  left  religion  in  the  church  behind  them,  in¬ 
head  of  carrying  it  with  them,  into  their  lives  and  converfati- 
ons. 


9.  I  will  take  no  bullock  out  of  thine  houfe ,  nor  he-goat  out  of 
thy  fouls.  10.  For  every  beafl  of  the  for  eft  is  mine ,  and  the  cat¬ 
tle  upon  a  thou  fund  hills .  11.  1  know  all  the  fowls  of  the  mountain; 
and  the  beafts  of  the  field  are  mine .  12.  If  1  were  hungry ,  1 

would  not  tell  thee ,  for  the  world  is  mine ,  and  the  fulnefs  thereof. 

1  he  Jewilh  folly  of  doating  on  the  legal  offerings,  as  things, 
in  themfelves,  acceptable  to  God,  and  conferring  j unification  on 
man,  is  reproved  in  thefe  verfes,  from  the  confideration,  that 


the  various  animals  flain  in  facrifice,  were  long  before,  even  from 
the  creation  of  the  world,  the  foie  right  and  property  of  Jeho¬ 
vah  ;  which  therefore,  he  needed  not  to  have  reouired  at  the  lands 
of  his  people  ;  nor  would  he  have  done  fo,  but  for  feme  farther 
end  and  intent,  flgnified  and  reprefented  by  fuch  oblations. 
What  that  end  and  intent  was,  Chriffians  know.  And  jews  for¬ 
merly  did  know,  Learn  we  hence,  not  to  dream  of  any  merit  in 
our  works  and  fervices;  fince  God  hath  a  double  claim,  founded 
on  creation  and  redemption,  to  all  we  have,  and  all  we  are. 

I  Will  1  eat  the  fie  ft:  of  bulls ,  or  drink  the  blood  of  goats  P 

Another  argument  of  the  Jews  blindnefs,  is  the  grofs  abfurdi- 
ty  of.  imagining,  that  a  fpiritual  and  holy  being  could  poffibly  be 
fatisfied  and  pleafed  with  the  tafte  and  fmell  of  burnt  offerings, 
(which  God  often  declareth  himfelf  to  have  been)  any  other- 
wife,  than  as  they  were  fymbolical  of  fome  other  facrifice,  fpi¬ 
ritual  and  holy,  and  therefore,  really  propitiatory  and  accepta¬ 
ble  in  his  fight.  That  man  judaizeth,  who  thinketh  to  pleafe 
God  by  an  external,  without  an  internal  fervice  ;  or  by  any  fer- 
yice,  without  Chrift. 

14.  Offer  unto  God  thankfgiving ,  and  pay  thy  vows  unto  the 
moft  High:  1  5.  and  call  upon  me  in  the  day  of  trouble  ;  1  will  de¬ 
liver  thee ,  and  thou  /halt  glorify  me. 

The  carnal  and  bloody  facrifices  of  the  law  being  abolifhed 
by  the  coming  of  Mefhah,  the  fpiritual  and  unbloody  oblations 
of  the  Gofpei  fucceed  in  their  head.  Thefe  are,  the  eucharihic 
facrifice  of  praile  and  thankfgiving  for  the  mercies  of  redempti¬ 
on:  that  hearty  repentance,  that  faith  unfeigned,  and  that 
obedience  evangelical,  promifed  and  vowed  in  baptifm  :  that 
perfect  truft  in  God,  and  resignation  to  his  will,  which  our 
Lord  expreffed  in  his  prayer,  during  his  lufferings,  and  which 
we  ought  to  exprefs  in  our  prayers,  when  called  to  fuffer  with 

him 


Day  i©.  m.  p.  on  the  PSALMS.  167 

him,  if  we  defire  to  glorify  God  for  our  deliverance  through 
him,  in  the  day  of  vifitation.  Tbefe  are  the  iervices  enjoined 
to  fuch  Jews  as  would  become  Chridians,  and  to  fuch  Chridi- 
ans  as  would  be  Chridians  in  deed  and  in  truth. 

16.  But  unto  the  wicked  God  faith ,  what  haft  thou  to  do  to  de- 
dare  my  fiatutes ,  or  that  thou  Jhouldef  take  my  covenant  in  thy 
mouth ;  17.  Seeing  thou  hat  eft  injtrudion ,  and  cafteji  my  word 
behind  thee. 

From  hence,  to  the  end  of  the  Pfalm,  we  have  an  expofhi- 
lation  of  God  with  the  unbelieving  Jew,  who  boaded  his  re¬ 
lation  to  Abraham,  without  a  fpark  of  Abraham’s  faith  in  his 
heart;  and  gloried  in  a  law,  which  condemned  him  as  a  break¬ 
er  of  its  precepts  in  every  indance.  Sr.  Paul’s  expoftulation 
with  the  fame  perfon,  Rom.  ii.  17,  &c.  is  fo  exadt  a  parallel 
to  this  before  us,  that  one  will  be  the  beft  comment  upon  the 
other — u  Behold,  thou  art  called  a  Jew,  and  reded  in  the  law 
“  and  maked  thy  boad  of  God,  and  knowed  his  will,  and  ap- 
<i  proved  the  things  that  are  more  excellent,  being  indructed 
iC  out  of  the  law  ;  and  art  confident  that  thou  thyfelf  art  a 
<c  guide  of  the  blind,  a  light  of  them  which  are  in  darknefs, 
“  an  indru&or  of  the  foolilh,  a  teacher  of  babes,  which  had 
cc  the  form  of  knowledge  and  of  the  truth  in  the  law.  Thou 
<c  therefore  that  maked  thy  boad  of  the  law,  through  breaking 
<e  the  law  dilhonoured  thou  God?”  Every  minider  of  God 
fhould  try  and  examine  himfelf  by  thefe  paflages  in  our  Pfalm 
and  St.  Paul,  on  the  former  of  which  the  famous  Origen  is 
once  faid  to  preached,  making  application  to  his  own  cafe,  not 
without  many  tears.  And  indeed,  u  if  thou,  O  Lord,  ihould- 
u  ed  mark  iniquities,  who,  among  us  all,  fhall  dand?  But 

there  is  forgivenefs  with  thee.”  Pf.  cxxx.  3.4. 

18.  When  thou  f aw  eft  a  thief  then  thou  confentedji  with  him , 
and  haft  been  partaker  with  the  adulterers . 

St.  Paul  proceeds  in  the  very  fame  manner- — u  Thou  that 
iC  teached  another,  teached  thou  not  thyfelf  ?  Thou  that 
ee  preached  a  man  fhould  not  deal,  dod  thou  deal  ?  Thou  that  fay- 
€{  ed  a  man  fhould  not  commit  adultery,  dod  thou  commit 
a  adultery?  Thou  that  abhorred  idols,  dod  thou  commit  fa- 
“  crilege?” — All  Chridians,  the  clergy  especially,  fhould  be¬ 
ware  not  only  of  committing  evil  them  I  elves,  but  of  “  confent- 
“  ing”  to,  or  “  partaking”  of  the  evil  committed  by  others. 

19.  Thou  giveft  thy  mouth  to  evil ,  and  thy  tongue  frame th  de¬ 
ceit,  20,  Thou  fittefl  and  fpeakeft  againfi  thy  brother  :  thou  flan - 
dereft  thine  own  mother's  fon. 

Had  St.  Paul  thought  proper  to  have  gone  on  to  this  indance  he 
might  have  faid — <(  Thou  that  teached  a  man  fhould  not  bear 
“falfe  witnefsdod  thou  bear  falfewitnefs  ?  ”  For  certainly  never 
men  brake  that  commandment  in  a  more  flagrant  manner  than 

the 
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jews  ;  never  men  “  gave”  their  “  mouth”  more  “  to  evil,”  or 
“  framed”  more  “  deceit,”  than  they,  when  they  “  fate"  and 
“  (Pake  againft  their  brethren,” and  “  flandered  their  own  mo- 
“  ther’s  children,”  for  believing  in  JefusChrift.  Let  us  look  at 
this  piiSure  of  flander,  and  we  lhall  never  fall  in  love  with  fo 
deteltable  a  vice. 

21  \  d'hefe  things  haft  thou  done ,  and  I  kept  ftlence ;  thou 
thought  eft  that  I  was  altogether  fuch  an  one  as  thy f elf but  I  will 
reprove  thee ,  and fet  them  in  order  before  thine  eyes. 

i  he  forbearance  of  God  only  tempted  the  Jews  (till  to  think 
him  on  their  fide,  till  at  length  he  made  the  Homan  armies  his 
3nftrument$  of  conviction ;  who,  by  crucifying  multitudes  of 
their  countrymen,  in  fight  of  the  befieged,  did  in  a  wonderful 
manner  “  reprove  them,  and  fet  before  them  the  things  which. 
**  they  had  done.”  I  he  day  of  judgment  will  do  this  to  al 
fmners,  if  temporal  chaftifements  effect  it  not,  before  that  day 
lhall  come. 

22.  Now  conftder  this ,  ye  that  forget  Cod ,  left  1  tear  you  in 
pieces ,  and  there  be  none  to  deliver. 

i  he  ftupendous  defolation  of  Jerufaiem,  for  rejecting  fo 
kind  an  admonition  of  her  Saviour,  and  fuffering  him  to  weep 
over  her  in  vain,  fbould,  in  a  mof!  powerful  manner,  enforce 
tnat  admonition  on  the  inhabitants  of  Chriffendom,  to  prevent 
its  falling,  alter  the  fame  example  of  unbelief. 

23.  IVhofo  offereth  me  praife ,  glorifteth  me  ;  aud  to  him  that  or - 
1 dereth  h\s  converfation  aright,  will  I fhew  the  fatvation  of  God . 

1  his  verfe  relumes  and  repeats  the  conclufion  intended,  by 
the  whole  Pfalm,  concerning  the  Jewifh  and  the  Chriftian 
worfhip  ;  and  St.  Paul,  in  the  place  above  cited,  affords  us  a 
compleat  comment  upon  it.  “  He  is  not  a  Jew,  which  is  one 
outwardly  :  nor  is  that  circumcifion,  which  is  outward  in  the 
“  He  (h  -  but  he  is  a  Jew,  which  is  one  inwardly;  and  circum- 
<<  cilion  is  that  of  the  heart,  in  the  fpirit,  and  not  in  the  letter, 
whole  praife  is  not  of  men,  but  of  God.” 

*.  •  t  . 

PSALM  LI. 
ARGUMENT. 

In  this  Pfalm  compofed  upon  a  fad  occafion,  but  too  well 
known,  we  have  a  perfeCf  model  of  penitential  devotion.  The 
royal  fuppliant,  robed  in  fackcloth,  and  crowned  with  allies, 
in  treats  for  mercy,  1,  2.  from  a  confideration  of  his  own 
rnifery,  and  of  the  divine  goodnefs;  3.  from  that  of  his  con- 
felfion  ;  4.  of  God’s  foie  right  to  judge  him  ;  5.  laments  the 
corruption  of  his  nature  ;  but  6.  without  pleading  it  as  an 
excufe;  7.  prays  for  Gcfpel  remiffion,-  in  legal  terms;  8. 
for  fpiritual  joy  and  comfort;  9,  10.  for  pardoning  and 

cleaning 
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cleanfing  grace  ;  1 1 ,  12.  for  firength  and  perfeverance,  that 
he  may  13.  infiruct  and  convert  others  ;  14,  15.  deprecates 
the  vengeance  due  to  blood;  16,  17.  befeeches  God  to  ac¬ 
cept  an  evangelical  facrifice ;  and  18,  19.  concludes  with  a 
prayer  for  the  church. 

1.  Have  mercy  upon  me,  0  Cod,  according  to  thy  loving  kind - 
nefs  ;  according  to  the  multitude  of  thy  tender  mercies ,  blot  out  my 
tranjgrejfions . 

1  he  penitent’s  firfi  ground  for  hope  of  pardon  is  his  own  mife- 
TY>  anc^  the  divine  mercy,  which  rejoiceth  to  relieve  that  mife- 
ry.  The  riches,  the  power,  and  the  glory  of  a  kingdom  can 
neither  prevent  nor  remove  the  torment  of  fin,  which  puts  the 
monarch  and  the  beggar  upon  a  level.  Every  tranfgreffion 
leaves  behind  it  a  guilt,  and  a  (tain;  the  account  between  God 
and  the  (inner  is  eroded  by  the  blood  of  the  great  propitiatory  fa- 
crilice,  which  removes  the  former ;  and  the  foul  is  cleanled  by 
the  Holy  Spirit,  which  takes  out  the  latter. 

2.  IVafh  me  thoroughly  from  mine  iniquity ,  and  cleanfe  me  from 
my  fin. 

that  is  fenfibleof  her  pollution,  fears  (lie  can  never 
be  fufiicicntly  purified  from  it;  and  therefore  prays  yet  again 

and  again,  continually,  for  more  abundant  grace,  to  make  and  to 
keep  her  holy. 

3.  For  1  acknowledge  my  tranter  efftons ,  and  my  fin  is  ever  be * 

fore  me.  J 

1  he  penitent’s  fecond  plea  for  mercy  is,  that  he  doth  not  de¬ 
ny,  excufe,  or  palliate  his  fault,  but  confedes  it  openly  and  honefi- 
ly,  with  all  its  aggravations,  truly  alledging,  that  it  haunts  him 
night  and  day,  caufing  his  confcience  incedantly  to  reproach  him 
with  his  bafe  ingratitude  to  a  good  and  gracious  Father. 

4*  jdgainfl)  or,  to  thee,  thee  only  have  1  finned,  and  done  this  evil 
tn  tny  fight ;  that  thou  might  eft,  or,  therefore  thou  wilt  be  jufiifed 
when  thou  fpeakefl ,  and  be  clear  when  thou  judgeft . 

A  third  reafon  why  the  penitent  fues  for  mercy  at  the  hand  of 
God  is,  becaufe  God  alone  certainly  knows,  and  is  always  able  to 
punifh  the  (ins  of  men.  David  finned  <(  againft”  many;  as  a- 
gainft  Uriah,  whom  he  (lew  ;  againft  Bathfheba,  whom  he  cor¬ 
rupted  ;  and  againfi  all  the  people,  to  whom  he  became  the  caufe 
of  much  offence  and  fcandal.  But  the  fin  was  committed  in  fe- 
cret;  and  if  it  had  not  been  fo,  he,  as  king,  had  no  fuperior,  or 
mat^er>  God  only  ;  who  being  able  to  convict 

u  eTildei>  aS  ^  by  cbe  prophet  Nathan,  would  a(Tu redly 
be  Ju  tided  in  the  fentence  he  (hould  pronounce.  And  he  will 
appear  to  be  10  in  his  determinations  at  the  lafi  day,  when  he 
will  lui prize  the  wretched,  unthinking  (inner,  with  a  declaration 
Iimilar  to  tnat  which  he  made,  by  his  prophet,  to  the  royal  offen¬ 
der, 


ec 
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der,  2  Sam.  xii.  12.  “  Thou  didft  it  fecretly  ;  but  I  will  do 

“this  thing  before  all  Ifrael,  and  before  the  fun.  ” 

5.  Behold,  I  was  Jhapen  in  iniquity,  and  in  Jin  did  my  mother 
conceive  me. 

The  divine  mercy  is  implored  by  the  penitent,  fourthly,  be- 
caufe  that  alone  can  dry  up  the  fountain  of  original  corruption, 
from  which  the  ftreams.of  adual  tranfgreflion  derive  themfelves  ; 
and  which  is  here  only  lamented  as  their  caufe,  not  alledged  as 
their  excufe ;  feeing,  that  the  greater  our  danger  is  of  falling, 
the  greater  fhould  be  our  care  to  Hand.  David  was  the  offspring 
of  the  marriage  bed,  which  is  declared  to  be  “  honourable  and 
“  undefiled. ”  No  more,  therefore,  can  be  intended  here,  than 
that  a  creature,  begotten  by  a  finner,  and  formed  in  the  womb  of 
a  finner,  cannot  be  without  that  taint,  which  is  hereditary  to  e- 
very  fon  and  daughter  of  Adam  and  Eve.* 

6.  Behold  thou  defirej l  truth  in  the  inward  part ,  Heb.  the  reins'; 
and  in  the  hidden  parts  thou  floalt  make ,  or,  haft  made  me  know 
wifdom. 

The  force  of  “Behold,”  is — “  It  is  too  plain;  I  feel  it  but  too 
fenfibly;  the  punifhment  I  fuffer  is  evidence  fufficient,  that 
thou  art  not  contented  with  a  fuperficial  appearance  of  good- 
nefs :  thou  loveft  truth  and  fincerity  in  the  bottom  of  the  heart.” 
This  God  was  now  teaching  him, by  the  correction  he  made  him 
fuffer.  The  punifhment  inflitled  tended  to  give  him  a  right  un- 
derflanding  of  things,  and  to  work  it  deep  into  him.  Mudge. 

7.  Purge  me  with  hyjfbp,  and  1  Jhall  be  clean ;  wafh  me,  and 
1  [hall  he  whiter  than  /now. 

He  therefore  petitioneth,  in  this  verfe,  for  the  purification 
which  cometh  from  God  only,  through  the  one  great  propitiato¬ 
ry  facrifice,  by  the  holy  Spirit;  and  which  wasforertiewn,  under 
the  law,  by  the  ceremony  of  fprinklingthe  unclean  perfon  with  a 
bunch  of  “  hylfop,”  dipped  in  the  “  water  of  reparation.”  1  his 
rite  isdefcribed,  Numb.  xix.  and  explained,  Heb.  ix.  13,  14. 
“  If  the  blood  of  bulls  and  of  goats,  and  the  afhes  of  an  heifer 
“  fprinkiing  the  unclean,  fandifieth  to  the  purifying  of  the  flefh  ; 
“  how  much  more  (hall  the  blood  of  Christ,  who  through  the 
“  eternal  Spirit,  offered  him fe If  without  lpotto  God,  purge  your 
“  confcience  from  dead  works  to  ferve  the  living  God?”  From 
the  latter  part  of  the  verfe  we  learn,  that,  by  grace  and  mercy, 
the  pardoned  penitent  is  arrayed  in  garments  ho  lefs  pure  and 
fplendid  than  thofeof  innocence  itf'elf. 

-t  v  •  ..i  >  ■  *  .*■?<!  ■.  .  >  -  .  .  "yi  i  i  (  y  '  j  l  »  i 

*  And  fo  much  muft  furely  be  intended,  as  the  learned  Bofluet  obferveth — 
Numquid  David  de  adulterio  natus  erat  ?  De  Jeffe  viro  jufto  natus  erat,  et  con- 
juge  ipfius.  Quid  ergo  fe  dicit  in  iniquitate  conceptum,  nifi  quia  fufcepit  perip- 
11am  humani  generis,  et  attendit  omnium  vincula,  propaginem  mortis,  originetn 
iniquitatis  advertit. 


8  Make 
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3.  Make  me  to  hear  joy  and gladnefs ,  tha  t  the  hones  vj\\\c\\lhou 
haft  broken  may  rejoice . 

Next  to  the  bleding  of  forgivenefs,  is  to  be  defired  that  joy 
and  comfort  in  theconfcience,  which  forgi  venefs  only  can  infpire: 
the  effect  of  this,  in  repairing  the  vigour  of  the  fpirit,  decayed 
through  forrow  and  anguifh,  is  compared  to  letting  broken 
bones,  and  reiloring  them  again  to  perfect  If  rength.  At  the  re- 
fur  recdi  on  of  the  body,  this  petition  will  be  granted  in  a  literal 
fenfe,  when  the  “  bones,”  that  are  mouldered  into  duff,  fliall 
46  rejoice,  and  flourifh  as  an  herb.”  Ilai.  lxvi.  14. 

9.  Hide  thy  face  from  my  fins  ;  and  blot  out  all  mine  iniquities . 

The  loul,  ftill  reltlefs  and  uneafy,  reiterates  her  requeff,  that 

God  would  not  only  ceafe  to  behold  her  iniquity  for  the  prefent, 
as  a  man  who  turneth  away  his  face  from  a  writing,  but  that  he 
would  not  behold  it  more,  asaman  whoblotteth  out  whatis  writ¬ 
ten,  fo  that  it  can  never  be  read  again. 

10.  Create  in  me  a  clean  heart ,  0  Cod ;  and  renew  a  right ,  or 
conftant  fpirit  within  me. 

I  he  purification  and  renovation  of  the  heart  and  fpirit  of  man, 
is  a  work  to  which  that  power  only  is  equal,  which,  in  the  be¬ 
ginning,  created  all  things,  and,  in  the  end,  will  create  all  things 
new.  A  <c  right  lpirit  is  renewed  within  us,”  when  the  affec¬ 
tions  turn  from  the  world  to  God,  and  charity  takes  the  place  of 
concupifcence. 

11.  C aft  me  not  away  from  thy  prefence  ;  and  take  not  thy  ho¬ 
ly  Spirit  from  me. 

I  he  foul  that  is  truly  penitent,,  dreads  nothing,  but  the 
thought  of  being  rejected  from  the  “  prefence,”  and  deferted  by 
the  Spirit  of  God.  This  is  the  moff  deplorable  and  irreme¬ 
diable  effect  of  fin;  but  it  is  one  that,  in  general,  perhaps  is  the 
leaf!  confidered  and  regarded,  of  all  others. 

12.  Reftore  to  me  the  joy  of  thy  falvation  :  and  uphold  me  with 
thy  free,  or,  princely ,  or,  liberal  Spirit. 

David  prayeth  to  God  to  reffore  to  him  the  unfpeakable  joy 
of  that  lalvation,  which  as  a  prophet,  he  had  fo  often  contem¬ 
plated,  and  celebrated  in  his  divine  compofitions  ;  he  prayeth 
alfo  to  be.preferved  and  continued  in  that  (fate  of  falvation  bv 
the  Spirit  of  God,  which  might  enable  him  to  a6t  as  became  "a 
prophet  and  a  king,  free  from  bafe  defires,  and  enflaving  luffs. 

13-  Then  will  I  teach  tranfgreffors  thy  ways ,  and  (inner s  J hall 
be  converted  unto  thee. 

He  that  would  employ  his  abilities,  his  influence,  and  his  au- 
thonty,  in  the  reformation  of  others,  muff  take  care  to  reform 
innate  lr,  before  he  enters  upon  the  work.  “  When  thou  art 
u  comer^ed,  *  faith  Chriff  to  St.  Peter,  “ffrengthen  thy  bre- 

tiren.  Luk.  xxii.32.  The  hiffory  of  David  has  “  taught” 
us  many  ufeful  leffons ;  fuch  as,  the  frailty  of  man,  the  danger 

of 
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cf  temptation,  the  torment  of  fin,  the  nature  and  efficacy  of  re¬ 
pentance,  the  mercy  and  the  judgments  of  God,  See.  See.  by 
which  many  u  finners^  have  in  all  ages  frncebeen  “  converted/* 
and  many  more  will  be  converted,  fo  long  as  the  Scriptures  fhall 
be  read,  and  the  Lid  Pfalm  recited  in  the  church. 

14.  Deliver  me  from  blood  guiltinefs ,  0  Cod ,  thou  Cod  of  my 
falvation:  and  my  tongue  (hall  Jing  aloud  of  thy  right  eoufnefs . 

The  unhappy  criminal  intreats,  in  this  verfe,  for  the  divine 
help  and  deliverance,  as  if  he  not  only  heard  the  voice  of  inno¬ 
cent  blood  crying  from  the  ground,  but  as  if  he  faw  the  murder¬ 
ed  Uriah  coming  upon  hirn  for  vengeance,  like  an  armed  man. 
If  he  can  but  obtain  the  pardon  of  this  fin,  he  promifes  to  pub- 
lifh  to  all  the  world  the  righteoufnels  of  God,  whojuftifieth  Tin¬ 
ners,  and  fheweth  mercy  to  the  penitent ;  though  he  mud,  at 
the  fame  time,  publiffi  likewile  his  own  heinous  and  horrid  wick** 
ednefs. 

15.  0  Lord,  open  thou  my  lips ,  and  my  mouth  fhall  (hew  forth 
thy  praife . 

The  mouth  which  fin  hath  clofed,  can  only  be  opened  by  par¬ 
don  :  and  to  lhew  this,  he  who  came,  conferring  pardon,  caufed 
the  tongue  of  the  dumb  to  fpeak,  and  to  ling  praifes  to  the  Lord 
God  of  Ifrael.  Our  church,  with  great  propriety,  daily  maketh 
her  prayer  in  the  words  of  this  verfe,  before  fhe  entereth  upon 
that  part  of  her  fervice,  which  confiftethof  praife  and  thankfgiv- 
ing. 

16.  For  thou  defir  eft  not  facrifice ,  elfe  would  1  give  it ;  thou  de¬ 
light  eft  not  in  burnt  offerings.  17.  The  facrifice s  of  Cod  are  a 
broken  fpirit ;  a  broken  and  contrite  hearty  0  Cod \  thou  wilt  not  de- 

fpfe- 

David,  in  this  Pfalm,  is  fo  evangelical,  and  has  his  thoughts 
fo  fixed  upon  Gofpel  remiffion,  that  he  confiders  the  levitical 
facrifices  as  already  abolifhed,  for  their  infufficiency  to  take  a- 
way  fin ;  affirming  them  to  be  (as  indeed  they  were)  nothing^ 
in  the  light  of  God,  if  compared  with  the  facrifice  of  the  body 
of  fin,  offered  by  contrition  and  mortification,  through  faith  in 
Him,  who,  in  the  fulnefs  of  time,  was  to  die  unto  fin  once, 
that  we,  together  with  him,  might  for  ever  live  unto  God. 

28.  Do  good  in  thy  good pleafure  unto  Zion  ;  build  thou  the  walU 
of  Jerufalem. 

The  king  forgets  not  to  afk  mercy  for  his  people,  as  well  as 
for  himfelf ;  fo  that  neither  his  own  nor  their  fins  might  pre¬ 
vent  either  the  building  and  flourifhing  of  the  earthly  Jerufa¬ 
lem,  or,  what  was  of  infinitely  greater  importance,  the  promif- 
ed  bleffing  of  Messiah,  who  was  to  defeend  from  him,  and  to 
rear  the  walls  of  the  new  Jerufalem.  And  thus  it  ought  to  be 
the  fervent  prayer  of  every  man,  efpecially  if  he  be  placed  in 

an  exalted  ftation,  ecclefiaftical  or  civil,  that  no  fins,  by  him 
v  committed^ 
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committed,  may  any  way  prejudice  others,  or  obftruct  the  c- 
diffcation  of  the  church. 

19.  Then  (halt  thou  he  pleafed  with  the  facrijices  of  right  eoufnefs 
with  burnt  offering,  and  whole  burnt  offering ,  then  (hall  they  offer 
bullocks  upon  thirie  altar. 

I  his  had  its  literal  accomplifhrnent,  when  Jcrufalem  was 
finilhed  ;  when  the  temple  was  erected  on  mount  Sion  ;  and 
when  the  Lord  gracioufly  vouchfafed  to  accept  the  facrifices, 
there  offered  on  his  holy  altars,  by  king  Solomon,  at  the 
head  of  his  faithful  and  devout  people.  It  is  fpiritually  true 
in  the  Chriftian  church,  where  the  fubftance  of  all  the  Mofaic 
types  and  fhadows  is  offered  and  prefented  to  the  Father,  by 
the  Prince  of  Peace,  at  the  head  of  the  Ifrael  of  God.  And 
it  will  be  eternally  verified  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  where 
the  facriffces  of  righteoufnefs  and  love,  of  praife  and  'thankf- 
giving,  will  never  ceafe  to  be  offered  to  him  that  fitteth  on  the 
throne,  by  the  church  triumphant  in  glory. 

PSALM  LIL 

ARGUMENT. 

In  the  perfon  of  Doeg  the  Edomite,  who  was  the  persecutor 
°f  David,  and  the  murderer  of  the  priefis,  are  defcribed 
t  4*  the  enemies  or  the  truth  and  the  church  in  all  ages  * 
whole  utter  definition  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord  is 
foietold,  5*  with  tne  exultation  of  the  righteous  over  them. 

7  *9  thefe  lafi  lejoice  8.  in  their  flouriffiing  fiate  under*' 
grace,  9.  in  hope  of  future  glory,  through  faith  and  patience. 

Why  boaftefl  thou  thy f elf  in  mifehief  0  mighty  man  ?  The  pood- 
nefs  of  God  endure  th  continually. 

•  ^  ^  ^(^hrfift  thought  it  firange,^  fays  the  pious  and  in¬ 
genious  Norris,  “  that  any  man  fliould  value  himfelf  for  beino- 
able  to  do  mifehief,.  when  God  efieemed  it  his  glory  to  do 

“ug00-iu-  1Vai!1  did.  DoeS  the  Edomite  boafi  himfelf,  in 
tne  mifchiei  he  had  done,  by  niaffacring  the  innocent  priefis 

and  their  families  ;  fmee  «  the  goodnefs  of  God/*  which  is 
“  unchangeable/^  had  decreed  the  preferVation  of  David.  As 
vainly  did  Herod  the  Idumean,  or  Edomite,  glory  in  the 
daughter  of  the  Betblehemitilh  infants,  fmee  heaven  had  de¬ 
termined,  that  the  child  Jefus  fliould  not  be  one  of  the  mum 
oer  A  perfection  may  produce  martyrs;  but  Che  gates  of 
hell  are  never  to  prevail  againft  the  church. 

deceitfully  t0n^Ue  mif c  clefs  ;  like  a  Jfkarp  razor  w  or  kin g 

The  mifehief  done  to  religion  by  men  of  Doeg’s  turn  is 

D  3  U  'done 
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‘done  by  the  tongue,  before  it  is  done  by  the  hand;  it  is  plan¬ 
ned  leilurely,  and  executed  fpeedily  and  deceitfully,* 

3.  Thou  love  ft  evil  more  than  good :  and  lying  rather  than  to 
f peak  right  eon fnefs*  4.  Thou  lovejt  all  devouring  words ,  O  thou 
deceitful  tongue . 

As  the  Chriftian  fpirit  delighteth  itfelf  in  goodnefs,  truth, 
and  charity,  fo  the  antichriftian  fpirit  is  here  charaderifed  by  its 
offending,  not  out  of  ignorance,  or  inadvertence,  but  mere 
love  of  vvickednefs,  falfehood,  and  malice.  To  this  pitch  ma¬ 
ny  have  arrived  ;  and  who,  that  enters  upon  a  courfe  of  fin, 
can  fay,  that  he  fhall  Hop  fhort  of  it  ? 

God  [hall  like  wife  dejtroy  thee  forever ,  he  fhall  cafi  thee 
away ,  and  pluck  thee  out  of  thy  dwelling  place,  and  root  thee  out 
of  the  land  of  the  living . 

Wonderful  is  the  force  of  the  verbs  in  the  original,  which 
convey  to  ns  the  four  ideas  of  u  laying  proflrate,  diffolving  as 
<c  by  fire,  fweeping  away  as  with  a  befom,  and  totally  extir- 

paring  root  and  branch,”  as  a  tree  is  eradicated  from  the 
fpot  on  which  it  grew.  If  a  farther  comment  be  wanted,  it  may 
be  found  in  the  hiffory  of  David’s  enemies,  and  the  crucifiers  of 
the  fon  of  David  :  but  the  paffage  will  be  fully  and  finally  ex¬ 
plained  by  the  deftruction  of  the  world  of  the  ungodly  at  thelaft 
day. 

6.  The  righteous  alfo  fhall  fee ,  and  fear ,  and  ffoall  laugh  at  him, 
faying  7.  Lo ,  this  is  the  man  that  made  not  God  his  flrength  :  but 
tru fled  in  the  abundance  of  his  riches ,  and J lengthened  himfelf  in 
his  wickednefs . 

Such  (hall  be  the  triumph  of  Mefiiah,  and  of  all  his  faithful 
fervants  with  him,  over  the  enemies  of  man’s  falvation,  at  that 
hour,  when,  the  world  being  in  flames,  the  confidence,  that  hath 
been  placed  in  it,  muff  perifh  for  evermore. 

8.  But  1  am  like  a  green  olive  tree  in  the  houfe  of  God :  I  will 
trufl  in  the  mercy  of  God  for  ever  and  ever. 

The  repre  Tentative  of  Meffiah  pour  trays  himfelf,  as  the  re- 
verfeof  Doeg  and  the  wicked,  in  terms  applicable  likewife  to  his 
great  original.  He  was  in  the  houfe  of  God,  they  were  in  the 
world  ;  he  was  as  a  fruitful  olive  tree,  they  were  as  barren  un¬ 
profitable  wood  :  he  w'astobe  daily  more  and  more  ffrengthened, 
eftablifhed,  fettled,  and  iricreafed  ;  they  were  to  be  calf  down, 
broken,  fwept  away,  and  extirpated  :.and  all  this,  becaufe  he  had 
tru  (fed  in  the  mercy  of  God  ;  they  in  the  abundance  of  their 
riches.  We  Gentiles  were  brandies  of  the  wild  “  olive,”  but 

*  “  Sicutnovacula  acuta”— qnx  cum  tangere  leniter  et  tantum  radere  videretur, 
alte  infigitur,  ac  velut  blandienai  fpecie  vulnerat :  ita  Doeg  cum  Achimelech  in 
tabernaculo  Domini  amicitise  pietatifque  fpecie  verfatus,  fcedo  indicio  viros  opti- 
mos  prodidit.  I  Reg.  xxi.  7.  xxii.  9.  Boifuet,  So  Mudge — “  Working  treache- 
“  roufly,”  that  is.  Thy  tongue  is  like  a  lharp  razor,  that  cuts  one’s  throat,  before 
one  is  aware  of  it. 
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are  now  grafted  into  the  good  one:  Lord,  make  us  to  fJou- 
rifh,  and  bear  fruit,  in  thy  immortal  “courts,”  world  without 
end  ! 

9.  I  villi  praife  thee  for  ever ,  becaufe  thou  haft  done  it ;  and  1 
mil  wait  on  thy  name ,  for  it  is  good*  before  thy  faints. 

Faith  forefees  falvation,  and  anticipates  the  day  of  vidory  anti 
triumph;  in  the  mean  time,  while  fhe  waiteth  patiently  for  its 
coming,  Ihe  refrefheth  and  comforteth  herfelf  with  frequent  me¬ 
ditation  on  the  virtue  and  power  of  that faving  “  name,”  which 
is  “  as  ointment  poured  forth  ;”  by  the  fragrance  of  its  odours 
inviting  and  alluring  innumerable  converts  to  run  after  their  be¬ 
loved  Redeemer,  in  the  way  of  his  commandments. 

X  DAY.  EVENING  PRAYER.  PSALM  LTIL 

This  Pfalm  is  in  a  manner  the  fame  with  Pfalm  xiv.  except  that 
there  is  fome  difference  inver.  5.  for  which,  as  well  as  for  the 
explanation  of  the  whole,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  com¬ 
ment  on  Pfal.  xiv. 
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David,  as  it  has  been  fuppofed,  when  betrayed  by  the  Ziphites, 
and  furrounded  by  Saul,  1,  2.  committeth  his  caufe,  and 
preterreth  his  prayer  to  God:  3.  complaineth  of  his  cruel 
treatment;  4,  5.  expreffeth  his  affurance  of  the  divine  favour, 
and  the  deffrudion  of  his  enemies.  6,  7.  Beinp-  delivered 
from  his  danger,  he  bleffeth  and  praifeth  God.  See  the  hif- 
tojy,  1  Sam.  xxiii.  The  application  to  Chrift,  and  to  Chrif* 
tians,  is  plain  and  ealy;  for  which  reafon,  our  church  hath 
appointed  this  Pfalm  to  be  read  on  Good  Friday. 

1.  Save  me ,  0  Gody  by  thy  name ,  and judge  me  in  thy  ftrength. 

Hear  my  prayer ,  0  God,  give  ear  to  the  words  of  my  mouth. 
Happy  the  man,  to  whom,  in  the  day  of  trouble,  the  “  name 
of  the  Lo^d  is  a  tower,”  into  which  “he  runneth,  and  is 

a  e*cj  r°V‘  xv^.‘  *?*  HaPPY  the  man,  that  can,  with  an  ho- 
y  confidence,  commit  his  caufe  to  the  judgment  and  determina¬ 
tion  of  God,  and  exped  redrefs  from  the  Almighty.  His  pray¬ 
er  mounteth  up  to  heaven,  and  returneth  not  without  a  bleff 
ing. 

3.  For  (l rangers  are  rifen  up  againft  mef  and  oppreffors  feek 
after  my  foul ;  They  have  not  fet  God  before  them. 

The  Ziphites,  though  David’s  countrymen,  aded  the  part  of 
ftrangers,”  or  “aliens,”  in  feeking  to  deliver  him  up  to  hisun- 
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friend  ;t.Crarrie*.a  £ood  appearance,  it  looks  well  before  the 

iriends  of  God,  to  fee  me  praifing  him,  and  putting  my  trpft  in  him.  Mudge. 

juft 
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juft  and  cruel  enemy.  Such  a  part  did  the  whole  Jewifh  nation 
act  towards  their  anointed  prince  and  Saviour,  when  they  actually 
delivered  him  over  to  the  Roman  pov\er.  And  the  church  fre¬ 
quently  meeteth  with  fuch  treatment  at  the  hands  of  her  child- 
yen,  as  (he  had  reafon  to  expert  only  from  “  grangers  to  the  co- 
venant  of  promife.”  Something  like  this  always  happens,  when 
men  inftead  of  fettlng  God,  fet  the  world  before  their  eyes  . 

4.  Dehold 9  God  is  mine  helper  ;  the  Lord  is  with  them  that  up¬ 
hold  my  foul.  5.  He  fh all  reward  evil  to  mine  enemies ;  cat  them 
off ,  or,  thou  /halt  cut  them  off]  in  thy  truth . 

In  all  dangers  and  difficulties,  whether  temporal  or  fpiritual, 
the  faithful  Tons  and  fervants  of  God  fix  their  eyes  upon  their 
heavenly  Father,  and  gracious  Mafter  :  they  have  recourfe  to 
the  divine  promifes,  the  performance  of  which  they  know  to  be 
certain,  and  therefore  can  forefee  and  foretel  the  deftru&ion  of 
their  enemies.  Thus  David,  and  a  greater  than  David,  fup- 
ported  themfeives  in  their  troubles ;  and  the  church,  with  her 
children,  muft  dolikewife. 

6 .  1  will  freely  facripce  nnto  thee  ;  1  will  praife  thy  name ,  0 
Lord ,  for  it  is  good.  7.  For  he  hath  delivered  me  out  of  all  my 
trouble :  and  mine  eye  hath  feen  his  defire,  Heb.  mine  eye  hath  look - 
ed  upon  mine  enemies . 

Saul,  under  the  dire&ion  of  theZiphites,  having  encompafTed 
David  on  every  fide,  was  fuddenly  called  off  to  defend  his  coun¬ 
try  from  an  invafion  of  the  Phihftines;  by  which  means  David 
efcaped,  and  •*  beheld  his  enemies”  retreating.  1  Sam.  xxiii.  27. 
For  this  event  he  offers  the  facrifice  of  a  heart  freed  from  fear, 
and  praifes  the  name  of  his  great  Deliverer.  Chriftians  ihould 
follow  his  example  :  they  fhould  confider,  how  great  things  God 
hath  done  for  them,  and  fhould  never  buffer  the  voice  of  praife 
and  thankfkiving  to  ceafe,  in  the  church  of  the  Redeemed.  Beau- 

o  o  _ 

tiful  and  empharical  will  thefe  two  concluding  verfes  appear, 
when  conceived,  as  proceeding  from  the  mouth  of  our  Lord,  up¬ 
on  his  refurreetjon.  And  we  hope,  one  day,  to  repeat  them,  on  a 
like  occafion,  faying,  each  in  his  own  perfon  ;  “  1  will  freely  fa- 
H  crifice  unto  thee,  I  will  praifethy  name,  O  Lord,  for  it  is  good. 
H  For  he  hath  delivered  me  out  of  all  my  trouble,  and  mine  eye 
hath  looked  upon  mine  enemies.” 

P  S  A  L  M.  LV- 

A  R  G  U  M  E  N  T. 

David,  as  .it  is  fpppofed,  when  driven  out  of  Jernfalem  by  the 
rebellion  of  Abfalom,  and  in  danger  of  being  fuddenly  cut  off, 
j__8.  maketh  his  prayer  to  God,  and  deferibeth  the  forrowful 
Late  of  his  foul ;  9—  1 1 .  intreateth  that  the  iniquitous counfels 
of  the  rebels  may  he  divided  and  confounded ;  12 — 14*  UP~ 

toaideth  Ahitophel,  the  Judas  of  thofe  times,  with  his  foul 
. . ’  .  treafon  ; 


z  ^  .  '  - 
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treafow;  15 — 19.  foretelleth  the  tragical  end  of  faction,  and 
his  own  re-eflablifhment  through  faith  in  God  ;  notwithhand- 
ing  the  bale  treachery  of  his  favourite  fon,  and  favourite  ffer- 
vant.  '■ 

1 .  Give  ear  to  my  prayer ,  0  God  .*  and  hide  not  thy f elf  from  my 
petition .  2,  Attend  unto  me,  and  hear  me  ;  I  mourn  in  my  com - 

plaint,  Heb.  am  dejedled  in  my  meditation ,  and  make  a  n6ife  ; 
bleb.  am  in  a  violent  tumultuous  agitation y  as  the  waves  of  the 
fea. 

In  the  perfon  of  David,  driven  from  his  throne,  and  put  in 
fear  of  bis  life,  by  Abfalorn  and  Ahitophel,  we  here  behold  our 
bleffed  Redeemer,  on  the  day  of  his  bufferings,  praying  earncflly 
and  repeating  his  fupplications,  as  in  the  garden  of  Gethfemane, 
at  the  profpeCt  of  that  fea  of  borrows,  which  was  then  about  to 
overwhelm  his  agonizing  foul.  In  all  our  afflidions  he  was  af¬ 
flicted  :  in  all  his  afflictions  let  us  be  fo. 

3.  Becauje  of  the  voice  of  the  enemy ,  becaufe  of  the  oppreffon  of 
the  wicked:  for  they  cajl  iniquiy  upon  me,  and  in  wrath  they  hate 
me, 

Q  my  God,  how  can  we  repine  and  murmur  at  any  oppreffon 
and  calumny  which  we  buffer  from  the  world,  when  we  fee,  not 
only  thy  fervant  David,  but  thy  Son  Jefus,  thus  hated,  flander- 
od,  and  perfecured,  by  their  own  fubjeCts,  and  their  own  child¬ 
ren. 

4.  My  heart  is  fore  pained  within  me  ;  and  the  terrors  of  death 
are  fallen  upon  me,  5.  Fearfulnefs  and  trembling  are  come  upon 
me,  and  horror  hath  overwhelmed  me, 

Thefe  words  dekribe  the  ftate  of  David’s  mind,  when  he 
went  over  the  brook  Cedron,  and  up  mount  Olivet,  u  weeping 
C‘as  he  went,”  and  expecting  fpeedily  to  be  cut  off;  2  Sam.  xv. 
23.  30.  they  defer ibe  the  agony  of  the  fon  of  David,  when  he 
likewife  went  over  the  fame  brook  Cedron,  John  xviii.  1.  at  the 
time  of  his  paffon,  when  his  foul  was  “  fore  amazed  and  very  hea- 
u  vy>  and  exceeding  lorrowful,  even  unto  Death.”  Mark  xiv. 
33>  34*  and  every  man  will  too  furely  find  them  applicable  to 
himfelf,  if  not  often  before,  yet  certainly  in  the  day  when  the 
king  of  terrors  (ball  draw  up  all  his  forces  in  array  againft  him. 

6.  And  1  /aid ,  0  that  I  had  wings  like  a  dove ;  for  then  would 
1  fly  away,  and  be  at  reft .  7.  Lo  then  would  1  wander  far  off, 
and  remain  in  the  wildernefls .  8.  I  would  haften  my  efcape  from 

the  windy  form,  and  temp  eft. 

The.  calamitous  fituation  of  the  Ifraelitifh  monarch,  forced 
from  him  a  with,  that,  like  the  bird  of  innocence  aud  peace,  he 
could  in  a  moment  baniff  himfelf  from  the  diffractions  of  his  re¬ 
bellious  kingdom,  and  enjoy,  in  holy  folitude,  that  repofe,  which 
his  feeptre  and  his  guards  were  not  able  to  procure  him.  There 
few  crowned  heads,  perhaps,  which  have  not  more  than 
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once  found  occafion  to  form,  if  not  to  utter,  a  wifh  of  the  fame 
nature.  Much  more  mud  it  have  been  the  wifh  of  that  Kinrr  of 
lirael,  whofe  crown  was  literally  one  of  thorns ;  and  it  often  w  ill 
be  the  wifh  of  the  devout  Chridian,  who,  fenfible  of  the  fin 
and  follies  that  overfpread  the  earth,  is  taught  to  afpire  after  his 
heavenly  country,  and  to  delight  in  that  refemblance  of  it,  which 
the  clofet  bed  affords. 

9.  Deftroy ,  0  Lord,  and  divide  their  tongues ,  for  1  have  feen 
violence  and  fir  if e  in  the  city . 

In  thefe  words  king  David  befeecheth  God  to  divide,  confound, 
and  bring  to  nothing  the  counfels  of  an  iniquitous  and  rampant 
faction ;  for  fo,  in  the  hidory,  we  find  him  faying,  “  O  Lord  I 
“pray  thee,  turn  the  counfel  of  Ahitophel  into  fooliihnefs.”  2 
Sam.  xv.  31.  1  he  royal  prayer  was  heard  ;  the  counfel  of  A- 

hitophel  was  overthrown  by  Hufhi,  and  the  difappointed  traitor 
became  his  own  executioner.  The  treafon  of  Judas,  againd  the 
fon  of  David,  brought  him  likewife  to  the  fame  end.  Every 
one,  who  finds  himielf  tempted  to  betray  the  caufe  of  his  prince, 
or  his  Saviour,  fhould  fet  thefe  two  examples  before  his  eyes. 

10.  Day  and  night  they  go  about  it  upon  the  wails  thereof ;  mif- 
chief  alfo  and  for  row  are  in  the  midfi  of  it.  11.  Wickednefsis  in 
the  midfi  thereof;  deceit  and  guile  depart  not  from  her  Jlreets. 

1  he  violence  and  drife,  mentioned  at  the  conculufion  of  the 
preceding  verfe,  are  here  defcribed  as  going  their  rounds,  like 
an  armed  watch,  upon  the  walls,  to  guard  rebellion,  which  had 
taken  up  its  residence  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  from  the  attacks  of 
loyalty,  right,  andjudice,  driven  with  the  king,  beyond  Jordan. 
Thus  from  the  fame  city  was  righteoufnefs  afterwards  expelled, 
in  theperfon  of  the  king  of  righteoufnefs,  and  nothing  left,  but 
“mifchief,  and  forrow,  wickednefs,  deceit  and  guile,”  encompaf- 
fed  with  a  guard  of  “violence  and  drife.  ”  Whether  the  date 
of  the  Gentile  Chridian  Church,  in  the  lad  days,  will  not  too 
much  refemble  that  of  Jerufalem,  before  its  dedru&ion,is  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  fad  and  forrowful  confideration. 

12.  For  it  w'as  not  an  enemy  that  reproached  me ,  that  /  could 
have  borne  it  ;  neither  w*as  it  he  that  hated  me ,  that  did  magnify 
himfelf  againfi  me,  then  l  would  have  hid  myfelf  from  him.  13. 
But  it  was  thou,  a  man,  mine  equal,  my  guide ;  Heb.  my  difci - 
pie ,  and  mine  acquaintance .  14.  IV e  took  fweet  counfel  together , 
and  walked  unto  the  hoiife  of  Cod  in  company . 

The  many  aggravating  circumdances  of  AhitophePs  treafon  a- 
gaind  David,  and  that  of  Judas  againd  Chrid,  are  here  drongly 
marked.  The  treachery  of  pretended  friends  is  generally  to  the 
church,  as  it  was  to  her  Lord,  the  beginning  of  forrows.  Ingra¬ 
titude,  malice,  and  falfehood,  are  ingredients,  that  mud  always 
meet  in  the  compofition  of  a  traitor. 

if.  Let  death  feize  upon  them ?  or,  death  fh all  remove ,  or,  take. 

them 
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them  away ,  and  let  them ,  or,  they  fhall  go  down  quick  into 
hell :  for  wrckednefs  is  in  their  dwellings ,  and  among  them . 

In  thefe  words  is  predi&ed  the  tragical  fate  of  Ahitophel,  and 
thofe  who  followed  Abfalom;  of  Judas  and  the  Jews;  and  of  all 
who  fhall  refemble  them  in  wickednefs.  The  fndden  dedrucfti- 
on  of  Korah,  i 3 a  than,  and  Abiram,  who,  for  dirring  up  a  re¬ 
bellion  againfl  Mofes  and  Aaron,  “  went  down  alive  into  the 
**  pit,"  feemshere  alluded  to,  as  the  grand  reprefentation  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  hottomlefs  pit  fhall  one  day  fhuther  mouth 
for  ever  upon  all  the  impenitent  enemies  of  the  true  king  of  If. 
rael,  and  great  high  pried  of  our  profelTion.  ° 

1 6.  As  for  me,  1  will  call  upon  God,  and  the  Lord  fhall  fave 
me.  1 7.  Evening  and  morning,  and  at  noon  will  1  pray  and 
cry  aloud ;  and  he  fhall  hear  my  voice. 

Prayer  is  the  believer's  univerfal  medicine  for  all  the  difor 
ders  of  the  foul  within,  and  his  invincible  fliield  againfl  everv 
enemy  that  can  attack  him  from  without.  “  Morning,  Evening 
and  Noon,"  were  three  of  the  hours  of  prayer  in  the  Tewifh 
c  lurch.  We  find  holy  Daniel  obferving  them  in  Babylon,  not- 
withdandmg  the  royal  decree,  which  made  it  death  for  him  fo 
to  do.  The  event  fully  judified  him,  and  (hewed  the  power  of 
true  devotion,  whofe  high  prerogative  it  dill  is,  to  fave  the  righ¬ 
teous  from  the  mouth  of  the  lion.  See  Dan.  vi.  io.  22.  2  Tim 
iv.  17.  j  Pet.  v.  8. 

iS.  He  hath  delivered,  or,  fhall  deliver  my  foul  in  peace  from 

the  battle  that  was ,  or,  is  againfl  me;  for  there  were,  or  are 
many  with  me.  3  3 

fVwPaI‘ n^aS  fellvere,d  in  Peace>  when  after  having  fupprefTed 
the  rebellion,  he  was  brought  back  in  triumph  to  his ‘capital  •  the 

on  of  David  was  delivered  in  peace,  when,  viiftorious  over’ the 

enemies  of  man  sfalvation,  he  arofe  from  the  dead,  and  returned 

to  the  Jerufalem  above;  the  believing  foul  isdelivered  in  peace 

wien  her  (ins  are  forgiven,  and  her  corruptions  mortified  ;  and 

the  bodies  of  the  faints  (hall  be  delivered  in  peace,  at  the  refur - 

reaiou  of  the  juft  The  ground  of  all  thefe  deliverances  is  one 

and  the  fame— “  They  that  are  with  us  are  more  than  they  that 

«  are  a8am.ft  .  2  Kmgs  vi.  16.  “  Greater  is  he  that  is  in 
us,  than  he  that  is  in  the  world."  1  John  iv.  4. 

,  .x,9',  God  fhall  hear  and  afflitt,  or,  bumble  them  even  he  that 
abideth  of  old  Becaufe  they  have  no  changes,  therefore  they  fear 
no  God;  or,  becaufe  they  will  not  be  converted,  and  fear  God 

cfler°  lnhaa"etb  ete™V>  remaining  unchangeably  the 

fhenrave  1  M,"  ^‘ug-  \°r eVerlaftinS>  ll3tb  determined  to  hear 
the  prayers  or  his  faithful  fervant,  and  finally  to  humble  the  pride 

S  rrperi£  adverlaries-  There  are  the  decrees,  which 
depiid  10Ushtht  t0  promulgate;  and  on  them  we  may  fafely 
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20.  He  hath  put  forth  his  hands  againft  fuch  as  bey  or,  were  at 
peace  with  him  ;  he  hath  broken  his  covenant . 

The  prophet  goes  on  to  defcribe  the  perfidy  of  traitors,  like 
Ahitophel  and  Judas.  Every  wilful  and  malicious  firmer  u  puts 
“  forth  his  hand  againft”  the  perfon  who  is  “  at  peace  with  him,” 
nay,  whou  made  his  peace”  with  the  Father,  and  by  lo  doing, 
“  breaketh  the  covenant,”  into  which  by  baptifm  he  was  admit- 
ted.  O  blefied  Jefus,  how  often  do  we  betray  thee  to  thine  ene¬ 
mies,  our  own  lulls,  and  confider  it  not. 

21.  The  words  of  his  mouth  were  f  mother  than  butter,  but  war 
was  in  his  heart ;  his  words  were  f of  ter  than  oil ,  yet  were  they 
drawn  J words . 

Of  this  complexion  are  the  cant  of  hypocrites,  the  charity  of 
bigots  and  fanatics,  the  benevolence  of  atheifts,  the  profellions 
of  the  world,  the  allurements  of  the  flesh,  and  the  temptations  of 
Satan,  when  he  thinks  proper  to  appear  in  the  character  of  an  air- 
gel  of  light. 

22.  Caft  thy  burthen  upon  the  Lord,  and  he  Jkall fuflain  thee  ; 
he  (hall  never  fuffer  the  righteous  to  be  moved . 

The  conclufion  of  the  whole  matter  is,  that  amidft  all  dangers 
and  adverlities,  whensoever  they  opprefs  us,  we  are  to  put  our 
full  truft  and  confidence  only  in  his  mercy,  who  delivered  David, 
and  the  fon  ofDavid,  out  of  all  their  troubles.  He,  who  once 
bore  the  burthen  of  our  forrows,  requeftedof  us,  that  we  would 
now  and  ever  permit  him  to  bear  the  burthen  of  our  cares; 
that  as  he  knoweth  what  is  beft  for  us,  he  may  provide  it  accord¬ 
ingly.  When  fhall  we  truft  Chrift  to  govern  the  world  which 
lie  hath  redeemed  ? 

23.  But  thou,  0  Godf  J, halt  bring  the?n  down  into  the  pit  of  de- 
ftruciion :  bloody  and  deceitful  men  fhall  not  live  out  half  their 
days:  but  1  will  truft  in  thee. 

O  terrible  voice  of  mod  juft  judgment,  pronounced  againft 
rebels  and  murderers !  Of  the  fure  and  certain  execution  of  this 
righteous  fentence  who  can  doubt,  that  confiders  the  fate  of  Ko- 
rah,  Dathan,  and  Abiram;  of  Abfalom,  Ahitophel,  and  Judas  • 
and,  above  all,  of  the  city  which  contained  within  its  walls  thofe 
rebels,  and  murderers,  of  the  Son  of  God  ?  Let  us  truft  for  e° 
ever  in  Him  alone,  who  can  thus  deliver,  and  thus  deftroy. 

s 

XI  DAY.  MORNING  PRAYER.  PSALM  LVI. 
ARGUMENT. 

David,  in  danger  from  the  Philiftines,  among  whom  he  was 

driven,  as  well  as  from  Saul  and  his  afl’ociates,  is  fuppoled  to 

1,  2.  make  ^application  to  God,  in  whom  3,  4.  he  placeth  all 

his  hope  and  confidence  5 — 7.  of  being  faved  from  the  wiles 

and  ftratagerns  of  the  adverfary  -?  8,  9.  hecomfortethhimfelf 

with 


V’ 
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with  the  conlideration,  that  God  taketh  account  of  his  fuffer- 
ings,  and  will  appear  on  his  behalf ;  10,  1 1.  he  repeated)  the 
declaration  of  his  faith  in  the  divine  promiles  ;  and  12,  13. 
concludeth  with  paying  his  tribute  of-praife  and  thankfgiving. 
What  David  was  in  Piiilillia,  the  difciples  of  the  Son  of  Da¬ 
vid  are  in  the  world. 

1.  Be  merciful  untome,  O  God,  for  man  would  f wallow  me 
up;  be  fighting  daily  oppreffieth  me.  2.  Mine  enemies  would  daily 
J wallow  me  up,  for  they  be  many  that  fight  againfi  me,  0  thou 
moft  High . 

The  fame  words  are  applicable  to  the  fituation  and  circumflan- 
ces  of  David,  purfued  by  his  enemies;  of  Chriff,  perfecuted  by 
the  Jews  ;  of  the  church,  afflifled  in  the  world  ;  and  of  the  foul, 
encompaffed  by  enemies,  againfi  whom  Iheis  forced  to  wage  per¬ 
petual  war. 

3.  What  time  I  am  afraid ,  I  will  trufi  in  thee .  4.  In  Cod  1 
will  praifie,  or,  glory  in  his  word,  in  God  I  have  put  my  trufi ,  I 
will  not  fear  what  fiefh  can  do  unto  me. 

Whoever,  like  the  prophet  Elifha’s  fervant,  beholdeth  only 
the  forces  of  the  enemy,  will  be  apt,  like  him,  to  cry  cut,  “  Alas, 
“  my  mailer,  how  fhall  we  do?”  2  Kings  vi.  15..  But  when 
our  eyes  are  “  opened,”  to  fee  thofe  “  horfes  and  chariots  of  fire,” 
which  are  “  round  about  us;”  when  we  perceive  the  promiles 
of  the  Word,  and  the  mighty  fuccours  of  the  Spirit,  which  are 
all  on  our  lide  ;  we  no  longer  fear  the  terrors,  or  the  temptati¬ 
ons  of  fiefh  and  blood  ;  but  find  ourfelves  enabled  to  do,  and  to 
iuffer  all  things,  through  faith  in  him,  who  flrengthened  us  to 
the  battle.  “  He  hath  laid,  I  will  never  leave  thee,  nor  forlake 
<(  thee;”  fo  that  we  may  boldly  fay,  u  1  he  Lord  is  my  helper,  and 
“  1  will  not  fear  what  man  fhall  do  unto  me.”  Heb.  xiii.  5,6. 

5.  Every  day  they  wrefi  my  words,  all  their  thoughts  are  a  - 
gainfi  me  for  evil .  6.  They  gather  them  [elves  together;  they 
vide  themficlve  s ,  they  mark  my  flips,  when  they  wait  for  my  foul. 

1  hefe  words  could  not  be  more  literally  defcriptive  of  rhebe- 
•  ?s  perfecutors  than  they  certainly  are  of  that 

conduct,  winch  the  feribes  and  pharifees  obferved  towards  our 
bleffed  Lord;  when,  like  ferpents by  the  way  fide, they  “  mark- 
“  ed  his  Heps,”  till  a  proper  opportunity  offered  to  dart  from 
their  lurking  place,  and  “  bruife  his  heel'.”  AVe  think  it  hard, 
when  men  ufe  us  in  this  manner  ;  but  furely  w  e  either  forget 

that  the  oon  of  God  was  fo  uied  before  us,  or  that  we  are  his 
difciples. 

7.  Shall  they  eficape  by  iniquity ?  In  thine  aimer  cad  down  the 
people,  0  Cod. 

The  fignal  vengeance,  infMed  on  the  enemies  of  David,  of 
“rl  v  aiidof  the  Church,  in  different  ages,  may  ferve  to  con- 
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vince  us,  that  if  we  would  “  efcape,”  it  mud  be  from  Tip  not 
BY  it.  /"!  "  9 

<#  8‘  ^  wanderings ,  put  thou  my  tears  Into  thy  bot¬ 

tle;  are  they  not  in  thy  book? 

Known  unto  God  are  all  the  afflictions  of  his  fervants,  while 
o  an  idled,  hke  David,  fi  oin  their  abiding  ciiy  and  country,  they 
“  wander”  here  below,  in  the  land  of  their  pilgrimage/  The 

tv.ars  of  penitents  are  had  m  remembrance,  and,  as  fo  many 
precious  gems,  vvili  one  day  adorn  their  crowns,  flow  dear, 
tnen,  in  tne  light  of  God,  were  the  <(  wanderings”  and  the 

ttais^  of  tne  holy  Jefus,  fubmitting  to  perform  penance  for 
thofe  li  ns,  which  he  never  committed  ] 

9.  When  1  cry  unto  thee,  then /ball  mine  enemies  turn  back  ; 
this  I  know,  for  God  is  for  me . 

What  can  we  podible  defire  more,  than  this  afiurance,  that, 
3 tow  many,  or  how  formidable  foever  our  enemies  may  be,  yet 
there  is  one  always  ready  to  appear  in  onr  defence  whofe  pow¬ 
er  no  creature  is  able  to  refid.  “  This  I  know,”  faith  David  ; 
and  had  we  the  faith  of  David,  we  fhould  know  it  too. 

10.  In  God  will  1  praife  his  word ;  in  the  Lord  will  I  praife 
his  word,.  ;  1 .  In  God  have  I  put  my  iruft  *  1  will  not  be  ajraid 
what  man  can  do  unto  me.  See  above,  on  verfe  4.  12.  Thy 
cows  aie  upon  me,  0  God;  1  will  tender  praifes  unto  thee ,  13. 
Foe  toon  hajt  delivered  my  foul  from  death  ;  wilt  not  thou  deliver 
my  feet  or,  my  feet  alfo ,  or,  affuredly ,  from  falling,  that  1  may 
walk  before  God,  in  the  light  cf  the  living. 

At  the  conclufion  of  thisPialm,  and  of  many  others,  the  pro¬ 
phet  ipeaketh  of  his  deliverance,  as  actually  accomplifhed ;  he 
acknowledged!  himfelf  under  the  obligation  of  the  vows,  made 
to  God  in  the  night  ot  affliction,  which  he  isrefolved  to  pay,  on 
die  morning  of  triumph  and  jubilee.  O  come  that  glorious 
morning,  when  the  redeemed  ihall  fmg  eternal  praifes^to  the 
Lord  God  of  their  falvation,  for  having  <(  delivered  their  fouls 
(,i  deatn,  ana  their  feet  from  falling,  that  they  may  walk  be- 
“  fore  him,  in  the  light  of  the  living  !” 


psalm  lvii. 

R  G  U  M  E  N 


T. 


This  Pfalm  is  faid  to  have  been  compofed  by  David,  on  occafi- 
on  of  his  efcape  from  Saul,  in  the  cave  at  Engedi.  See  1  Sam. 
xxiv.  3.  And  the  church,  by  her  appointment  of  it  as  one 
or  the  Proper  Pfalms  for  Eafter  day,  hath  inftruCted  us  to 
transfer  the  ideas  to  the  refurre&ion  cf  Chrifl  from  the  grave. 
The  Pfalm  containeth  1 — 3.  an  a  Cl  of  faith  in  the  promifes : 
4*  a  defeription  of  grievous  bufferings;  5.  a  prayer  for  the 
exaltation  of  God’s  glory ;  which  is  repeated  again  at  the  con¬ 
clusion 
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clufion;  6.  a  prediction  of  judgment  on  the  adverfary  •  7 _ 

10.  a  (train  of  the  higheft  exultation  and  jubilee. 

1.  be  merciful  unto  me,  0  God,  be  merciful  unto  me,  for  my 
foul  if  ufleth  in  thee  :  yea  in  the  Jhadow  oj  thy  wings  will  1  make 
my  refuge,  until  thefe  calamities  be  ovetpajf. 

David;  encompaffed  by  his  enemies  at  Lngedi,  putteth  lip  this 
prayer  to  God  ;  the  fame  prayer  we  may  fuppofe  to  have  been 
ufed  by  our  bleiled  Lord,  when  drawing  near  to  the  grave,  and 
gate  or  death  :  and  the  church  ever  continued!  the  ufe  of  it,  un¬ 
til  the  be  delivered  from  the  bondage  of  corruption.  In  the 
mem  time,  (he  teacheth  her  children  to  put  them  (elves,  living 
and  dying,  under  the  proteftion  of  Him,  who  is  always  ready 
to  “  gather  them,  as  a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under  her 
“  wlngs-7  There  they  may  red  in  peace  and  fecurity. 

2.  1  will  cry  unto  God  mojf.  high;  unto  God  that  performeth  all 
things  for  me.  , 

q  ®av,d  ^ed  unto  God,  and  he  was  delivered  cut  of  the  hand  of 
oaul  ;  the  bon  of  David  cried  unto  God,  and  was  delivered  from 
tne  po>ver  of  the  grave:  the  faints  on  earth  cry  unto  God,  and 
-nail  be  delivered  out  of  their  troubles;  the  fouls  under  the  altar 
,  10  1  .  'en.  cry  um°  God,  Rev.  Vi.  10.  and  {hall  obtain  a  reuni- 

foiS:  T'“G“'  ltl!ngs  form/’ 

,A:  Heyytydfrom  heaven,  and  fave  me  from  the  reproach 
Ld?dah.  W°M ^  0W  ^  *?’  G.od'Jh  all  fend  forth  Us  mercy 

^  an®;ie,P3b  wi’°  would  “  fwallow  us  up:  and  we 

«  hea venh'f  ^  I lff  at’0n  °f  the  divine  from 

our  bod t  f° A  16  tVrUOn  °f  °Ur  fou,s>  and  the  redemption  of 
rp  .  t  ‘  f,  grand  Specimen  of  this  manifeftation  was  exhibi- 

rofeVro'n  thel’ad0!1  '  2'0nqUS  mornlnS’  when  Jdlls  Chrili  a’ 
feGn  Ums’r  a”d  1  f  even  amon£  them  that  or* 

J rows^ and  thrh  !heJ-°nS  wh°b  teeth  ^fpears  and  ar- 

bows  and  tneit  tongues  a  f harp J word . 

;  of  talls.  lh'  no»  devouring  of  elements,  and 

poUf Td  ill  „  n" '  H”ai>0,“’.  »  reptelent  the 

more  fnrion  «mre  SSffil*,  «* 

■ffr  rf  rob"d  "■  t  «&££ 

men f„d  elilTpiri,”  ‘l0°d  lW>  “I”1"1  10  tl“  #>  »f 

fie  °  ‘ ‘ '”V-'  *  l“v’n“  'b  ghry  be 

of  the,,-  enemies.  Bn,  chiefly  mas  he  es“S 

railed 
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railed  up  his  Son  Jefus,  he  fet  him  at  his  own  right  hand,  far 
above  all  principalities  and  powers,  and  every  thing  that  is 
named,  in  heaven,  and  in  earth.  This  was  the  great  exaltation, 
prefigured,  foretold,  and  incelfantly  prayed  for,  in  the  ancient 
church. 

6.  They  have  prepared  a  net  for  my  /legs ,  my  foul  is  bowed 
down:  they  have  digged  a  pit  before  me ,  into  the  mid  ft  whereof 
they  are  fallen ,  or,  jhall fall  therrf elves » 

David  compares  him  (elf,  1  Sam.  xxvi.  20.  to  a  bird,  upon  the 
mountains,  which  the  fowler  endeavoureth  to  hunt  into  nets  and 
Jnares,  let  up  and  prepared  for  its  dehrudlion.  So  was  that  molt 
innocent  dove,  the  holy  Jefus,  perfecuted  by  the  Jews, until  they 
had  driven  him  into  the  (bares  of  death,  and  laid  him  low  in  the 
grave.  But  the  enemies  of  both  received,  in  the  end,  the  due 
reward  of  their  deeds,  and  “fell  into  the  pit  they  had  digged. 5> 

7.  My  heart  is  fixed,  O  God,  my  heart  is  fixed ;  I  will  Jing 

and  give  praife.  1  "  ‘  *  b  '  ‘  ‘  i 

Ac  the  profpccl  of  approaching  deliverance,  the  prophet,  in 
the  perfon  of  Chrilf,  declareth  his  heart  to  be  fixed  and  eflablifh- 
ed,  ftedfaft  and  unmoveable  in  the  midit  of  trouble,  even  then 
preparing  to  celebrate  its  future  enlargement,  with  fongs  of 
praife. 

8.  shvake  up ,  my  glory,  awake  pfialtery  and  harp  ;  I  myfelf 
will  awake  early  ;  or,  awaken  the  morning . 

For  this  purpofe,  he  calls  upon  his  tongwe,  with  a»i  his  in- 
finunents  of  mufic,  all  the  organs  of  the  body,  and  afle&ions  of 
Jtiie  foul,  to  unite  their  powers  in  fweeteh  harmony  and  concert, 
and  to  awaken  the  fiuggilh  morning  with  the  voice  of  melody^ 
founding  forth  the  glories  of  redemption.  Thus  Ihould  the 
morning  be  ever  celebrated,  on  w'hich  Chrift  u  arofe  from  the 
“  dead,  and  became  the  firlf  fruits  of  them  that  flept.” 

9.  1  will  praife  thee ,  0  Lord,  among  the  people  ;  I  will  fmg 
unto  thee  among  the  nations .  10.  For  thy  mercy  is  great  unto  the 
heavens ,  aud  thy  truth  unto  the  clouds.  • 

Tile  refur  region  of  jefus  from  the  grave,  forefhadowed  in 
the  deliverance  of  David  from  the  hand  of  Saul,  was  a  trarnac- 
lion  which  caufed  the  heavens,  and  all  the  powers  tnerein,  to  ex¬ 
tol  the  mercy  and  the  truth  of  God.  X  he  nations  of  the  eartn, 
whole  are  the  benefits  and  the  bleiTings  of  that  tran faction,  are 
therefore  bound  evermore  to  make  it  the  fuhjeft  of  their  praifes 
and  thankfgivings  *  which  is  done  by  the  members  of  our  church 
every  Eaher  day,  id  the  words  of  this  very  Pfalm, 

ii.  Be  thou  exalted ,  0  God ,  above  the  heavens  ;  let  thy  glory 

be  above  all  the  earth. 

Even  fo,  be  thou  hill  exalted,  O  blefied  Jefu,  above  the  heavens, 
while  the  angels  fing  their  hallelujahs  on  high ;  and  let  thy  glo¬ 
ry  be  above  all  the  earth,  while,  in  Pfalms,  and  hymns,  and  Ipi- 
7  ritual 
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ritual  fongs,  the  congregations  of  the  redeemed  inceffantly  mag¬ 
nify 'thy  falvation  below. 

The  church  triumphant,  and  the  church  below. 

In  fongs  of  praife  their  prefent  union  fhow  : 

Their  joys  are  full,  our  expectation  long  ; 

In  life  we  differ,  but  we  join  in  fong. 

Angels,  and  we,  affiled  by  this  art, 

May  Ting  together  though  we  dwell  apart. 

W aller  on  Divine  Poefie, 

PSA  L  M  LVIII. 

ARGUMENT. 

Jn  the  perfons  of  Saul,  and  his  iniquitous  counfellors,  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  Chrift  and  thechurch,  1 — 2.  are  reproved,  and  3 — 5. 
their  malice  is  defcribed,  by  comparing  it  to  the  poifon  of  fer- 
pents,  which  are  proof  againfl:  every  art,  made  ufe  of  to  tame 
them  :  6 — 9.  the  deftruCtion  of  the  wicked  is  foretold,  and  il- 
luflrated  by  fix  fimilitudes ;  10.  ths  triumph  of  the  righteous  is 
likewife  predicted  ;  as  alfo,  n.  the  effeCt  it  will  produce,  in 
manifefling,  to  all  the  world,  the  providence  and  glory  of  God. 

i .  Do  ye  indeed  /peak  right e oufnefs ,  0  congregation  P  Do  ye 
judge  uprightly ,  0  ye  fons  of  men  P  2.  Tea,  in  heart  you  work 
wickednefs ;  you  weigh  the  violence  of  your  hands ,  or,  your  hands 
frame  violence,  in  the  earth . 

The  proceedings  of  Doeg,  and  other  affociates  of  Saul,  a- 
gainfl  David  ;  thofe  of  Judas  and  the  Sanhedrim,  againfl:  our 
Lord  ;  and  thofe  of  wicked  princes,  and  court  fycophants,  in 
different  ages,  againfl  the  faith  and  the  church  ;  as  they  fpring 
from  the  fame  principles,  fo  they  flow  pretty  much  in  the  fame 

cnannel.  Such  men  may  here  fee  their  characters  drawn,  and 
their  end  foretold. 

3.  The  wicked  are  eft  ranged  from  the  womb  :  they  go  aft  ray  as 
Coon  as  they  be  born,  fpeaking  lies . 

The  tares  Town  by  the  enemy,  in  human  nature,  appear  ear¬ 
ly  ;  and  fhew  us,  how  far  we  are  c<  effranged’?  from  oricrina! 
truth  and  righteoofnefs.  What  can  be  expkled,  unlefs  grace 
and  difcipline  prevent  it,  but  that  “  out  of  the  ferpent’s  root 

“  (hall  come  forth  a  cockatrice,  and  his  fruit  (hall  be  a  fierv  flv- 
ing  ferpent?” 

4.  Their  poifon  is  like  the  poifon  of  a  ferpent ;  they  are  like  the 
deaf  adder ,  that  Jfoppeth  her  ear  .•  5.  ‘ Which  will  not  hearken  to 
the  voice  of  charmers ,  charming  never  fo  wifely. 

The  wicked  are  here  compared  to  ferpents,  for  that  maligni¬ 
ty  m  their  tempers,  which  is  the  venom  and  poifon  of  the  intel¬ 
lectual  world.  And  whereas  there  are  fome  kinds  even  of  fer¬ 
pents,  which,  by  mufical  founds,  may,  for  a  time,  as  it  is  faid, 

be 
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be  difarmed  of  their  rage,  and  rendered  fo  tame  as  to  be  hand¬ 
led  without  danger  ;*  yet  the  evil  difpofitiorfe  of  fothe  men  like 
.  .  ot  one  particular  fpecies  of  the  ferpentine  race,  are  often 

invincible.  The  enmity  of  a  Saul  was  proof  againlt  the  heaven¬ 
ly  It  rains  of  the  fan  of  Jefl'e  ;  and  He,  who  fpake  as  “  never 

■  man  fpake,”  was  flung  to  death,  by  a  “  generation  of  vi- 

pers.”  ° 

6.  Break,  or,  thou  wilt  break  their  teeth,  0  God,  in  their  mouths  ■ 
break,  or,  thou  wilt  break  out  the  great  teeth  of  the  young  lions,  6 

i  he  deftraflion  of  the  wicked  is  reprefented  under  fix  fimili- 
tuoes.  ]  he^  fmfi  is  that  of  breaking  the  teeth  of  lions,  being 
t  he  molt  terrible  weapons  of  the  mod  terrible  animals.  But  what 
is  human  power,  at  its  higheft  exaltation,  if  compared  to  that  of 

•  .  }  ie  mountains  of  Gilboa  can  tell  us,  the  deflated  Zion 

can  inform  us,  how  the  mighty  are  fallen,  and  the  weapons  of 
war  peri  filed !  Becaufe  the  mighty  had  exalted  themfelves,  and 
tne  weapons  of  war  had  been  lifted  up,  again!}  truth  and  inno¬ 
cence,  protected  by  the  decrees  of  heaven. 

.  7'  Let  them,  or,  tney  Jhall  melt  away  as  waters  which  run  con¬ 
tinually,  or,  pafs  away  ;  when  he  bendeth  his  bow  to  fiioot  his  ar - 
?  i/utf,  iet  them,  or,  they  Jhall  be  as  cut  in  pieces. 

The  fecond  fimilitude  ufed  to  illuftrate  the  deftruSiori  of  the 
wicked,  is  that  of  torrents  and  inundations,  which  defcend,  with 
great  noife,  from  the  mountains,  and  cover  the  face  of  a  coun¬ 
ty  ;  but  their  caufe  foon  ceafing  to  a6f,  they  run  off,  and  ap¬ 
pear  no  more;  herein  affording  a  fine  emblem  of  the  weaknefs 
and  in  (lability  of  earthly  power.  The  impotence  of  human  ef¬ 
forts,  againft  divine  connfels,  is  compared,  thirdly,  to  a  man 
drawing  a  bow.,  when  the  arrow  on  the  firing  is  broke  in  two  ; 

and  therefore,  inflea d  of  flying  to  the  mark,  falls  ulelefs  at  his 
feet. 

Eochart  quotes  feveral  ancient  authors,  who  mention  this  effect  of  mufic 
and  among  them,  Virgil  VEneid.  vii.  v.  753. 

“  Vipereo  generi,  et  graviter  ipirantibus  hydris 

“  Spargere  qui  fumnos  CANTuque  manuque  folebat.” 

The  eider  Scaliger,  as  quoted  by  the  fame  learned  critic,  writes  thus  :  “  Nos 
‘‘  ahquando  vidimus  cantationibus  e  cavernis  exciri  ferpentes  and  Mr.  Boyle, 
in  his  EBay  on  the  Great  Effects  of  Languid  Motion,  p.  71.  ed  1685.  gives  us 
the  following  paffage,  from  Sir  H.  Blunt’s  Voyage  into  the  Levant,  p.  81.  edit. 
5.  “  Many  rarities  of  living  creatures  I  faw  in  Grand  Cairo  ;  but  the  moll  in- 
<£  gemous  was  aneft  of  fourleggedferpents,  of  two  foot  long,  black  and  ugly,  kept 
by  a  Frenchman,  who,  when  he  came  to  handle  them,  they  would  not  endure 
him,  but  ran  and  hid  in  their  hole;  then  would  he  take  his  cittern,  and  play  up¬ 
on  it ;  they,  hearing  his  mufic,  came  all  crawling  to  his  feet,  and  began  to  climb 
s‘  up  him,  till  he  gave  overplaying;  then  away  they  ran.”  The  “  deaf”  adder 
may  either  be  a  ferpent  of  a  fpecies  naturally  deaf  (  for  feveral  fuch  kinds  are  men¬ 
tioned  by  Avicenne,  as  quoted  by  Bochart)  or  one  deaf  by  accident :  in  either 
cafe, Tie  may  befaid,  in  the  language  of  poetry,  to  “  flop  her  ear,”  from  her  be¬ 
ing  proof  to  all  the  efforts  of  the  charmer.  Merrick, 
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vJ-,f  afnai!  ":hkh  ">elteth,  let  every  one  of  them  pafs  away, , 
n  7  untlW(y  birth  of  a  woman,  that  they  may  not  /he  the  fan. 
not’ the  S fa^  be  Jhall pafi  away,  as  an  abortion,  they  fee 

A  I  nail,  which,  coming  forth  of  his  Ihell,  marks  his  path  with 
me,  continually Jolmg  tome  part  of  his  fubftance  in  his  progrefs  - 
and  an  abortion,  which  confumes  away  in  the  like  manner  -^thef- 
are  the  fourth  and  fifth  images,  felefted  to  reprefent  the’tranfL 
ent  nature  o,  worldly  greatnefs,  (till  wafting,  till  it  comes  to  no- 
mg;  and  tne  miferable  fate  of  thole,  who  peri ih,  with  their 
ad  mimed  devices,  nor  ever  behold  the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs 

rr  with  f  [77  n  frd  th‘  he  PMllla^  them  away 

l,£  wLnlwi”d’  hoth  bvmg  and  in  his  wrath  e  or,  re  fhlll 

1  k\\rT  ray  atve’  as  Wlth  a  whirlwir.d,  in  his  wrath  ^ 
Wicked  men  have,  in  common  with  Others,  that  'tendenev 

n  hnr’th  15  emailed  on  the  and  on  all  things  there 

m  ;  but  they  are  warned,  by  thisfixth  and  laft  fimilitude  toZV 

vent  the  judgments  of  the  Almighty.  Thefe  often  hre4  f  F‘> 

lAe  a  whirlwind,  or  a  thunder  ftorm,  an  fweep  "wav  r  ’ 

ln  the  f]owe'-  of  their  ftrengtb,  and  the  height  of  217’ 

tharmrU'  "  \  *  Uc^en  exunfrion,  are  aptly  refembled  to 
ki n d  1  e d  a mong  "hor ! is," u n der ? pot?  “  P™d“"d  ^  3  ** 

Jhall  wa% ’hfsffinll  fkodf  the  wicket  tfsoffT" '  & 

1  ne  victories  o[  that  Just  Dw  ^  •  i  • 
and  in  thofe  of  his  faithful  ferv  T  ’  »a‘ned  in  his  own  perfort, 

falvation  arenrou^vehf^  rf  5he  eneniies  of  man’s 

«f  ™ge,  zh:hJw n" *» 

tice,  and  truth  diCnhvpA  i  °  •  d‘VIne  mercy,  jufc 

niibmentof  the  un-rodlv  -  i  rh  ^  emp^101n  oft^e  elect,  the  pru 

Whoever  duly  weio£h  a do ifcT’1  f Tf  ofthe  P^nifes. 

ligently  feek  after  the  JLard  of  Sv  t  r  ^  wiJ*  *- 

dore  the  providence,  which  orde-eth  aft  n"^5’  ^  !hu'nb,y  a- 
ven  and  earth.  h  thlnSs  3right,  in  hea- 

1  yf*  f  •  1  V  t  .'I  '  *  ? 

XI.  DAY.  EVENING  PRAYER.  PSALM  LIX. 

TI.  D  AR.GUMFN’T 

s~  ■  s™,  ™ 1  liL,  8  ter*-, *t  ho“re“  “ 

powt'r  * bh  SI,' wSSSg'S 

lice 
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lice  he  3—7.  defcribes ;  but  8 — 10.  predicts  his  own  enlarge¬ 
ment  through  the  tender  rncrcy  and  mighty  power  of  God ; 
as  alfo  11 — 15.  the  Angular  vengeance  to  be  poured  out  up¬ 
on  his  enemies,  for  their  punilhment,  and  the  admonition  of 
others.  The  Pfalm  concludes  with  a  ftrain  of  exultation  and 
thankfgiving. 

t.  Deliver  me  from  mine  enemies ,  0  my  Cod  ;  defend  me ,  Heb. 
exalt  me,  from  them  that  rife  up  againjl  me .  2.  Deliver  me  from 

the  workers  of  iniquity ,  and  fave  me  from  bloody  men . 

In  thefe  words  we  hear  the  voice  of  David,  when  a  prifoner 
in  his  own  houfe;  the  voice  of  Chrift,  when  furrounded  by  his 
mercilefs  enemies !  the  voice  of  the  church,  w  hen  under  bondage 
in  the  world  ;  and  the  voice  of  the  Chriftian,  when  under  tempta¬ 
tion,  affliction,  and  perfecution. 

3.  For  loy  they  lie  in  wait  fir  my  foul ;  the  mighty  are  gathered 
againft  me ;  not  for  my  tranfgrejfion,  nor  for  my  Jin ,  0  Lord. 

4.  They  run  and  prepare  themf elves  without  my  fault ;  awake  to 
help  me,  and  behold . 

The  mighty  men  of  Saul  were  gathered  againft  David,  who 
bad  been  guilty  of  no  offence  againft  the  king,  and  therefore 
was,  fo  far,  innocent.  The  Jews  and  Romans  were  gathered 
againft  Jefus  Chrift,  who  had  committed  no  fin  at  all,  and  was 
perfectly  innocent.  And  the  world  is  oftentimes  in  arms  againft 
the  children  of  God,  only  for  doing  what  it  is  their  duty  to  do. 
In  all  fuch  cafes,  God  is  to  be  applied  to,  as  the  helper  and  aven¬ 
ger  of  thofe  who  fuffer  unjuftly.  . 

5.  Thou  therefore ,  0  Lord  God  of  hofts ,  the  Cod  of  Ifrael, 
awake ,  or,  thou  / halt  awake ,  to  vifit  all  the  heathen :  be  not  mer¬ 
ciful,  or,  thou  wilt  not  be  merciful  to  any  wicked  tranfgreffors . 

The  prophet,  in  this  verfe,  feemeth  to  refpecl  that  great  day  of 
final  retribution,  which  is  tofucceed  the  day  of  grace,  the  accept¬ 
ed  time  of  repentance  and  pardon.  lor  then  it  is,  that  Jeho¬ 
vah  (hall  awake,  to  judge  the  nations;  to  reward  every  man  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  deeds;  and  to  bandh  for  ever,  from  his  prefence, 
the  impenitent  workers  of  iniquity.  The  malicious  adverfaries 
of  David,  and  thofe  of  the  fon  of  David,  may  not  then  find  the 
mercy,  lo  often  by  them  rejected,  in  the  days  of  their  flefh. 

6.  They  return  at  evening ;  they  make  a  noife  like  a  dog ,  and  go 

round  about  the  city . 

The  emiffaries  of  Saul,  coming  after  David  in  the  <e  evening,57 
befettinghis  houfe,  and  blocking  up  the  avenues,  are  compared 
to  a  fet  of  hungry  blood-hounds,  in  queft  of  their  prey.  But 
the  picture  is  drawn  likewife  for  that  herd  of  evening  wolves, 
who  thirfted  after  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  of  God,  on  whom 
their  mouths  were  opened,  crying,  “  crucify  him !  crucify 

!! 

7.  Behold* 
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7.  Behold ,  they  belch ,  or,  fpout  out  with  their  mouth  ;  /words 
arefin  their  lips ,  for  who ,  fay  they,  doth  hear  P 

Out  of  the  abundance  of  malice  in  the  heart,  the  mouth  will 
fpeak,  like  the  cutting  of  a  fword ;  and  the  wicked  take  counfel 
again  ft  the  juft,  as  if  there  were  no  one  above,  who  heard  and 
regarded. 

8.  But  thou,  0  Lord,  J hall  laugh  at  them;  thou  [halt  have  all 
the  heathen  in  derijion. 

Thefe  very  expreftions  are  ufed,  in  the  4th  verfe  of  the  iid 
Pfalm,  to  denote  the  futility  of  all  thecounfels  entered  into,  by 
Jew  and  Gentile,  againft  Meftiah  and  his  church.  The  Pfalm 
before  usfeems  evidently  to  relate  to  the  fame  counfels,  againft 
the  lame  bleffed  perfon,  whatever  part  of  king  David’s  hiftory 
might  be  the  occafion  of  its  being compofed. 

9.  Becaufe  of  his  ftrength  will  I  wait  upon  thee;  for  Cod  is 
my  defence,  or,  exaltation .  10.  The  God  of  my  mercy  Jhall pre¬ 
vent  me  ;  God  /hall  let  me  fee  my  defire,  Heb.  look  upon  mine  ene¬ 
mies. 

1  o  the  ftrength  of  the  adverfary  the  Pfalmift  oppofeth  that 
of  God,  which  he  forefaw  would  refcue  him,  and  avenge  his 
caufe.  In  all  our  troubles  let  us  do  likewife ;  and  then,  h'e  who 
exalted  David,  and  a  greater  than  David,  will  in  due  time  ex¬ 
alt  us,  and  we  lhall  look,  without  fear,  upon  onr  fpiritual  ene¬ 
mies. 

ir.  Slay  them  not,  left  my  people  forget ;  fcatter  them  by  thy 
power,  and  bring  them  down,  0  Lord,  our  field.  Or,  Thou  wilt 
not  fay  them — thou  wilt  J  cutter  them,  &c. 

The  prophet,  in  the  perfon  of  Meffiah,  predi&eth  the  Angu¬ 
lar  fate  of  the  Jews;  who,  for  their  fins,  were  not  extirpated, 
left  the  Gentile  Chriftians  fhould  “  forget”  their  punifhment, 
but  were  “  fcattered  ?  among  all  nations,  and  degraded  from 
the  glorious  privileges  of  that  high  rank,  in  which  they  once 
ftood*.  Thus  doth  that  people  remain  at  this  day,  a  monu¬ 
ment  of  God’s  vengeance  againft  apoftafy  ;  a  beacon,  fet  up, 
and  kindled  by  the  hand  of  heaven,  as  a  warning  to  all  chrif- 
tian  churches,  that  they  fplit  not  on  the  fame  fatal  rock. 

12.  For  the  fin  of  their  mouth,  and  the  words  of  their  lips ,  let 
them,  or  they  Jhall  even  be  taken  in  their  pride:  and  for  cutfinp 
and  lying;,  which  they  fpeak. 

The  caufes  of  the  Jews  difperfion  are  here  affigned,  viz.  “the 
fin  of  their  mouth  ’  in  <e  the  words  of  their  lips,”  or  their 
hard  fpeeches”  fpoken  againft  the  Son  of  God,  their  Handers, 
yin§  accufations,  and  outrageous  blafphemies,  together  with  that 

.  *  ProPh$Uce,  Chriftiani  diving  ultionis  oblivifci  non  poffunt,  dum  Judaea  e¥- 
cidio  iuoluperftites,et  ubique  vagi,  poenam  fuam,  et  pariter,  in  teftimonium,  do- 
quia  divma  circumferunt.  Boffuet. 

F  f 
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horrid  imprecation  in  which  they  involved  their  defendants; 
w ho  have  groaned  under  the  weight  of  it  for  near  thefe  1700 
years,  and  yet  fill  continue  tojuftify  the  deeds  of  their  fathers* 
detaining  that  “pride”  in  their  name,  and  long  fince  forfeited 
privileges,  which  provoked  the  Romans  to  deflroy  their  city  and 


country. 

13.  Confume  them  in  thy  wrath,  confume  them,  or,  thou  J halt 
confume  them,  &c.  that  they  may  not ,  or,  flail  not  he  ;  and  kt 
them,  or,  they  Jhall  know,  that  Cod  ruletk  in  Jacob,  unto  the  ends 
of  the  earth . 

This  prediction  was  accompli  died  in  the  total  fubverfion  of  Je- 
rufalem  by  i  itus,  when  the  Jews  having  no  longer  any  city,  tem¬ 
ple,  or  civil  polity,  ceafed  to  “be,”  as  a  nation.  And  they  have 
feen  enough  to  have  convinced  them,  that  God  is  the  God  “not 
“  of  the  Jews  only,  but  of  the  Gentiles  alfo.”  The  Gofpel  hath 
been  preached,  idolatry  hath  been  overthrown,  the  nations 
have  been  converted  to  the  faith  of  Abraham,  and  that  of  David, 
whole  Plalms  are  ufed  throughout  the  world;  and  God  who 
“  ruled  in  Jacob,  and  was  known  in  Jewry,”  now  is  known  and 
ruleth  “unto  the  ends  of  the  earth  •”  for  “they  have  feen  thefal- 
“vation,”  and  fubmittedto  the  feeptre  of  king  Mefliah. 

14.  And  at  evening  let  them ,  or,  they  flail  return ,  and  let  them, 
or,  they  flail  make  a  noife  like  a  deg ,  and  go  round  about  the  city. 

15.  Let  them ,  or,  they  flail  wander  up  and  down  for  meat,  and 
grudge ,  or,  howl,  if  they  be  not  fatisfied. 

rl  he  punilhment  inflidled  on  the  wicked  often  carries  the  mark 

of  their  crime.  It  is  jull  that  they,  who  have  thirlied  after  the 

blood  of  the  righteous,  (honld  want  a  drop  of  water  to  cool  their 

tongues ;  and  the  hunger  of  a  dog  is  defervedly  their  plague,  of 

whom  a  refemblance  of  that  unclean  animal’s  difpohtion  hath  been 

the  (in.  Such  is  the  prefent  condition  of  the  Jews,  excluded 

from  the  church,  and  fuffering  all  the  calamities  of  a  fpiritualfa- 

mine  ;  and  fuch  will  be  the  condition  of  all  thofe  who  are  to  wail 

and  lament  in  vain,  without  the  holy  city  for  evermore.  Rev. 

xxii.  1  c. 
j 

1 6.  But  I  will  fing  of  thy  power  ;  yea,  I  will  firg  aloud  of  thy 
mercy  in  the  morning  :  for  thou  haft  been  my  defence  and  refuge  in 
the  day  of  my  trouble .  17.  Unto  thee,  0  my  firength,  will  lfing  ; 

for  God  is  my  defence,  and  the  God  of  my  mercy * 

While  the  wicked  murmur  and  repine  at  the  difpenfations  of 
heaven,  the  righteous  are  employed  in  giving  thanks  and  praifes 
for  the  fame ;  and  the  “  morning”  which  is  to  confign  the  for¬ 
mer  to  the  habitations  of  defpair,  where  no  founds  are  heard  but 
thofe  of  hideous  wailings  and  horrid  blalphemies,  (hall  tranfport 
the  latter  to  the  manfions  of  felicity,  refounding  with  inceifant 
hallelujahs. 
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This  Pfalm  is  thought  to  have  been  compofed  by  David,  when, 
after  his  conning  to  the  throne,  the  tribes  of  Ifrael  had  fub- 
mitted  to  hisfceptre,  and  he  was  engaged  in  the  reduction  of 
the  adjacent  countries.  See  the  hiftory,  2  Sam.  Chap.  v. 
and  viii.  1 — 3.  He  defcribes  what  Ifrael  had  lately  fuffer- 

ed,  from  foreign  enemies,  and  domeftic  feuds  ;  4 — 5 — 6.  he 
declareth  himfelf  appointed  to  conduct  his  people  to  vi&cry 
and  triumph  according  to  a  divine  prediction  ;  6 — 7.  be  rejoic¬ 
ed!  in  the  acceffion  of  the  other  tribes  to  that  of  Judah,  and 
8 — 12.  fees  Edom,  Moab,  and  Philiftia,  already  lubdiied  by 
the  mighty  power  of  God.  All  this  is  now  to  be  fpiritually 
applied,  in  the  Chriftian  church,  to  the  eftablilbment  and  enlarg- 
ment  of  Mefflah’s  kingdom,  prefigured  by  that  of  David. 

1 .  0  Cod ,  thou  haft  caft  us  off,  thou  haftffcattered  us,  thou  haft 
been  difpleafed  ;  0  turn  thyfelf  to  us  again. 

When  the  church,  by  her  tins,  hath  rejefted  God,  fhe  is  re¬ 
jected  by  him  ;  fhe  is  delivered  into  the  hands  of  her  enemies, 
and  fuffers  perfecution  :  when,  by  repentance  and  Application, 
fhe  returneth  to  him,  he  is  ready  to  meet  and  receive  her.  1  he 
hiftory  of  Ifrael  is  one  continued  exemplification,  of  thefe  me  ft 
interefting  truths.  It  fhould  be  the  care  and  endeavour  of  eve¬ 
ry  church,  and  every  individual,  to  profit  thereby. 

2.  Thou  haft  made  the  earth,  or,  the  land,  to  tremble  ;  thou  haft 
broken  it ;  heal  the  breaches  thereof,  for  it  ffaketh. 

The  perfections  of  the  Ifraelitifh  church  often  fhook  the  “land” 
of  promife  ;  the  perfections  of  the  Chriftian  church  have  fre¬ 
quently  moved  the  whole  earth.  Afflictions  of  this  kind  may  be 
likened  to  wounds  fometimesmade  in  a  difeafed  body,  by  fkilfulfur- 
geons,  to  be  healed  again,  when,  by  a  difeharge  of  the  corrupt  hu¬ 
mours,  they  have  anfwered  the  end  for  which  they  were  intended. 

3.  Thou  haft  fhewed  thy  people  hard  things  ;  thou  haft  made  us 
to  drink  the  wine  of  aflonifhment ,  or,  intoxication. 

The  Ifraelites  had  not  only  buffered  u  hard  things”  from  their 
profefled  enemies  the  Philiftines,  by  the  overthrow  of  Saul  and 
his  army,  but  their  civil  diffentions  at  home  fhewed  that  they  had 
drank  deep  of  the  bitter  cup  of  infatuation.  See  1  Sam.  xxxi. 
and  2  Sam.  ii.  and  iii.  From  thefe  two  fources  flow  the  calami¬ 
ties  of  churches  and  of  kingdoms  in  all  ages,  whenfoever  it  pleaf- 
eth  God  tovitit  their  tranfgrellions upon  them,  by  the  inftrumen- 
tality  of  men. 

4*  Thou  haft  given  a  banner  to  them  that  fear  thee  ;  that  it  may 
be  difplayed  becaufe  of  the  truth. 

For  the  temporal  falvation  of  Ifrael,  God  raifed  up  David,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  promife  }  to  whofe  ftandard^  as  a  centre  of  unity, 

the 
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the  worfliippers  of  the  true  God  might  refort.  For  the  fpiritua] 
and  eternal  falvation  of  the  church,  God  raifed  up  his  Son 
Jeius,  according  to  his  promife,  and  “  di (played  the  ban- 
‘  ner  of  the  crols,”  under  which  believers  are  inlifted  and  led 
on  to  triumph,  “  becaufe  of  the  truth.”  Remarkable  lot  his  pur 
pofe  are  the  words  of  Ifaiah,  “  In  that  day  there  (ball  be  A  root 
“of  jessf,  which  (hall  Hand  for  an  ensign  of  the  people  :  to 
“it  (hall  the  Gentiles  leek,  and  his  reft,”  after  the  the  battle  is 
over,  and  the  victory  gained,  “  (hall  be  glorious.”  Ifai.  xi.  10. 

5.  That  tby  beloved  may  be  delivered ,  fave  -with  thy  rwkt  hand 
and  hear  7ne.  “  y  * 


This  prayer,  which  king  David  preferred  for  Ifrael,  the  great 
In  ter  ceil  or  prefers  continually  for  his  church;  and  all  ought  to 
preier  for  themfelves  and  for  others. 

^  6.  God  bath  fpoken  in  his  holinefs,  or,  by  his  Holy  One ,  1  will, 

7  ejoice ,  oj  ,  exult,  i.  e.  as  a  conqueror  j  1  will  divide  Stchim ,  and 
7m  te  out  the  valley  cf  Sue  cot  h% 


As  a  ground  of  hope  and  confidence,  David  here  declares, 
that  God,  by  the  mouth  of  an  holy  prophet,  had  fpoken  and 
pi  omifed  him  the  fuccefs,  for  which  he  prayed,  in  the  foregoing 
^eiic.  And  that  this  was  known  among  the  people,  appears 
from  a  fpeech  of  Abner  to  the  elders  of  Ilraeh  2  Sam.  iii.  18. 
Tile  Lord  hath  fpoken  of  David,  laying,  by  the  hand  of  my 
fervant  David  i  will  fave  my  people  Ifrael  out  of  the  hand 
of  the  Philihines,  and  out  of  the  hand  of  all  their  enemies. ” 
J  laving,  thei  eioi  e,  mentioned  this  prediction,  much  of  which  was 
already  accomplished,  he  exults  as  a  conqueror,  refolving  to  divide 
into  diiin&s,  and  portion  out  under  proper  officers,  the  coun¬ 
try  about  Samaria,  now  become  his  own. 


7.  Gilead  is  mine ,  and  Manaffeh  is  minei  Ephraim  alfo  is  the 
Jlrength  of  my  head ;  Judah  is  my  Law  -giver . 

Gilead,  ManafTeh,  Ephraim, ”  and  the  other  tribes  of  Iffa* 
el,  upon  the  death  of  Ifhboibeth  the  fon  of  Saul,  w  hom  Abner 
had  let  ovei  them,  joined  the  royal  tribe  of  Judah,  and  came  in, 
with  one  accord,  to  the  houfe  of  David.  "  See  2  Sam.  ii.  8.  and 
v.  1.  u  Ephraim,”  as  a  tribe  abounding  in  valiant  men,  is  ftyl- 
ed  by  its  prince,  «  the  ftrength  of  his  head,”  or  the  fupport  of 
his  life  and  kingdom  ;  and  “  Judah,”  as  the  feat  of  empire,  re- 
plemfhed  with  men  of  wifdom  and  underffanding,  qualified  to  af- 
liil:  tiie  throne  by  their  falutary  counfels,  is  dignified  with  the  ti¬ 
tle  of  u  Law -giver.”  Thus  are  the  tribes  of  the  fpiritual  u  If. 
ccrael??  fubjeCl  to  Meffiah,  and  ferve  him  in  various  capacities, 
as  tne  Spirit  furnifhes  different  men  with  different  powers;  fome 
being  endued  with  zeal  and  fortitude,  to  labour  and  ftifier ;  o- 
|:hers  w  ith  knowledgeand  diferetion,  to  inftrudt  and  govern. 

8.  Moab  is  my  wafhpot ,  over  Edom  will  I  caft  out,  or,  ex- 
end  my  Jhoe;  PhiMfiia,  triumph  thou  becaufe  of  me:  Heb .  Over. 
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Bhiliftia ,  give  a  fhout  of  triumph.  The  parallel  paflage,  Pf. 
cviii.  9.  has  it — Over  Philijtia  1  will  give  a  fh  cut  of  triumph . 

After  having  mentioned  the  fubmiflion  6f  the  Ifraelitifh  tribes 
to  his  lceptre,  David  predi£ts  the  extenlion  of  his  kingdom  over 
the  neigbouring  nations,  thofe  inveterate  enemies  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  God  ;  fitch  as  the  Moabites,  the  Edomites,  and  above  all, 
the  Philiftines.  The  abfolute  redu&ion  of  thefe  nations  under 
his  dominion,  is  exprelfed  metaphorically,  by  the  phrales  of^'mak- 
“ing  them  his  wafhpot,  and  extending  his  Ihoe,  i.  e.  fettino-  his 
“foot”  upon  them.  The  Son  of  David  alfo  muff  “reigtg  till 
“he  hath  put  all  enemies  under  his  feet. ”  1  Cor.  xv.  25.  And 
the  Chriftian,  in  thefe  words,  now  declareth  his  hope  of  being 
enabled  to  do  the  fame;  to  conquer  through  his  Lord,  and  to 
triumph  with  him. 

9.  IV ho  will  bring  me  into  the  Jlrong  city  ?  Who  will  lead  me 
into  Edom . 

Bozrah,  the  capital  of  (C  Idumea,  or  Edom,”  was  a  fortified 
town,  fituated  on  a  rock, deemed  impregnable.  See  Obad.  ver. 
3.  Confidering  therefore  the  ftrength  of  the  adverfary,  David, 
by  this  queftion,  acknowledgeth  his  own  impoteney,  and  the 
need  he  had  of  fuperior  aid,  in  order  to  atchieve  this  important 
conqueft.  How  great  need,  then,  have  we  of  an  Almighty  Sa¬ 
viour,  who  may  enable  us  to  overcome  our  lad  and  fironp eft  e- 
nemy,  death  !  And  it  is  very  remarkable,  that  ChrifPs  victory 
over  this  very  enemy  is  fet  forth,  by  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  under 
the  ftriking  image  of  a  king  of  Ifrael,  returning,  in  triumph, 
fiom  the  reduction  of  Idumea.  “Who  is  this,  that  cometh 
“  from  Edom,  with  dyed  garments  from  Bozrah,”  &c.  Ilai.  ixiii. 
1.  The  reader  will  be  no  lefs  entertained,  than  intruded,  by 
a  difcourfe  ofBifhop  Andrews  on  this  fubject,  being  the  feven- 
teenth  of  his  Sermons  on  Eafler  day. 

10.  Wilt  not  thou ,  0  Cod ,  which  had/}  cajl  us  off  ?  And  thou,  0 
God  which  didft  not  go  out  with  our  armies  ? 

The  queftion  in  the  laft  verfe,  “  Who  will  bring  me  into  E- 
“  dom  ? V  is  here  anfwered  by  another  queftion,  “Wilt  not  thou 
6 7  ®  Cod,”  &c.  that  is,  To  whom  can  we  have  recourfe,  for  af- 
fjftance,  but  to  thee,  O  God?  Delerted  by  thee,  we  fall ;  but  do 
tnou  go  forth  with  us,  and  we  {hall  again  rife  fuperior  to  every 
enemy.  So  faith  the  Chriftian  foldier ;  “  Lord,  to  whom  (hall 
£c  we  go?  Thou  haft  the  words  of  eternal  life  ;  Thou  haft  o- 
iC  vercome  the  fharpnefs  of  death,  and  opened  the  kingdom  of 
“  heaven  to  all  believers.” 

_  Ii.  Give  us  kelp  from  trouble  ;  for  vain  is  the  help  of  man  12 

Through  God  we /ball  do  valiantly  ;  for  he  it  is  that  /ball  tread 
down  our  enemies . 

David  like;  a  wife  and  pious  prince,  acknowledgeth  the  weak- 
:•  s  -  11  e  Helby  arm,  and  ftrengtheneth  himfelf  in  the  Lord  his 

God. 
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God.  Much  more  ought  we  toconfefs  the  impotence oFnature, 
and  to  implore  the  fuccours  of  grace ;  that  fo  we  may  happily 
accompli fli  our  fpiritnal  warfare,  tread  Satan  under  our  feet,  and 
triumph  finally  over  the  laft  enemy,  death  himfelf. 

.  .  :  :•  =•  r  f  : , 

PSALM  LXI. 

ARGUMENT. 


In  the  perfon  of  David,  for  a  while  driven  into  exile,  and  then 
raftered  to  his  kingdom,  we  here  behold  the  church,  or  any 
member  thereof,  i,  2,  3.  preferring  a  petition  for  delive¬ 
rance  from  the  troubles  and  temptations  of  this  mortal  ftate; 
4,  5.  exprelfing  faith  and  hope  in  God;  6,  7.  praying  for 
the  profperity  and  perpetuity  of  Mefliah’s  kingdom;  and  8. 
refolving  to  praife  God  evermore  for  the  fame. 

1.  Hear  ray  cryy  0  God ,  attend  unto  my  prayer .  2.  From  the 

end  of  the  earth  will  1  cry  unto  thee ,  when  my  heart  is  overwhelm¬ 
ed  ;  lead  me  to  the  rock  that  is  higher  than  L 

Fhe  church,  extended  far  and  wide  among  the  nations,  crieth 
aloud  unto  God,  by  the  prayers  of  its  members,  even  “  from  the 
u  euds,  orutinoft  parts  of  the  earth. ”  The  world  is  to  Chrifti- 
ans  a  lea  of  troubles  and  temptations,  from  which  they  daily  be- 
ieecb  God  to  deliver  them,  and  to  place  them,  on  the  u  rock’7 
of  their  falvation  ;  which  rock  is  Chrift.  Grounded  on  him,  by 
faith  in  his  {offerings  and  exaltation,  we  may  defy  all  the  ftorms 
and  tempefts  that  can  be  raifec!  againft  us  by  the  adverfary,  while, 
as  from  the  top  of  a  lofty  mountain  on  the  fhore,  we  behold  the 
waves  dafhing  tbemfelves  in  pieces  beneath  us. 

3.  for  thou  hafi  been  a  fhelter  for  me?  and  a  firong  tower  from 
the  ene?ry. 

Meditation  on  God  our  Saviour,  as  fet  forth  in  the  Scripture, 
will  ever  prove,  to  the  believer  (<  a  ftrong  tower”  or  fortrefs 
in  which  he  will  be  fafe  from  the  darts  of  theenemy,  and  will  be 
furnifhed  with  impregnable  arguments  wherewith  to  oppofe,  * 
and  blunt  the  force  of  every  temptation,  which  Satan  can  launch 
againft  his  foul.  v  :  I 

4»  I  will  abide  in  thy  tabernacle  for  ever:  I  will  trufi  in  the 
covert  of  thy  wings . 

i  hey  who  fojourn  in  the  “  tabernacle”  of  the  church  milirant 
on  earth,  and  continue  faithful  members  of  the  fame,  fhall  take 
up  their  eternal  refidence  in  that  permanent  “  temple,”  the 
church  triumphant  in  heaven.  Be!owT,  they  are  protedled  by 
the  all  fhadpwing  u wing”  of  God’s  fatherly  providence  ;  above, 
they  will  be  rewarded  with  the  all-illuminating  vjfion of  his  glo¬ 
rious  preferice.  * 

5.  For  thou ,  0  God ,  hafi  heard  my  vows  ;  tloou  hajl  green  me 
the  heritage  of  thofe  that  fear  '-thy.  name .  ■  •  - .  w'  v-  ' 

The 
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The  u  vows’’  of  David,  made  during  his  banifhment,  were 
heard,  and  he  was  reftored  to  the  pofleflion  of  his  kingdom,  in 
that  land  which  God  had  given  to  his  people,  for  an  heritage. 
The  vows  of  Mefllah,made  in  the  days  of  his  pilgrimage,  were 
heard,  and  he  hath  reaflumed  his  ancient  throne  in  the  heavenly* 
J  erufalem.  The  prayers  of  the  faithful,  made  in  the  land  where 
they  are  in  exile,  are  heard,  and  their  fpirits  fliall  return  to  God, 
who  will  <c  give  them  the  heritage  of  thofe  that  fear  his  name.” 

6.  Thou  wilt  prolong  the  King's  life  ;  and  his  years  as  many  ge¬ 
nerations.  7.  He  fhall  abide  before  God  for  ever  :  0  prep  are  mer¬ 
cy  and  truth  which  may  preferve  him.  Or,  6.  Thou  wilt  add 
days  to  the  days  of  the  King:  his  years  as  generation  and  genera¬ 
tion.  y.  He  fhall  dwell  before  God  for  ever;  mercy  and  truth 
flyall  preferve  him. 

Thefe  words  muft  be  applied  to  Him,  of  whom  it  was  faid  by 
the  angel,  “  The  Lord  God  fliall  give  unto  him  the  throne  of 
“  his  father  David  ;  and  he  fliall  reign  over  the  houfe  of  Jacob 
“  for  ever,  and  of  his  kingdom  there  fliall  be  no  end.”  Luk.  i. 
32.  The  ancient  church  prayed  for  “  his”  exaltation  and  glo¬ 
ry,  under  thofe  of  his  reprefentative ;  nay,  the  Chaldee  para- 
phraft  expounds  this  paffage  of  Mefliah  only;  “  Thou  fhalc  add 
“  days  to  the  days  of  King  Meflias ;  his  years  fliall  be  as  the  ge- 
u  iteration  of  this  world,  and  of  the  world  to  come.”  Nor  can  a 
better  parapbrafe  be  eafily  devifed. 

8-  So  will  I  fing  praife  unto  thy  name  for  ever ,  that  I  may  dai¬ 
ly  perform  my  vows. 

Tor  the  piefervation  and  profperity,  the  exaltation,  the 
power,  and  the  everlalling  glory  of  Chrift’s  kingdom,  with  all  the 
benefits  and  bleflings  thereof,  we  are  bound  to  fing  praife  unto 
God’s  holy  name  for  ever,  and  daily  to  perform  the  vows 
made  in  haptjfm,  that  we  would  believe  in  him,  and  ferve  him 
all  the  days  of  our  life;  until  that  bleflfed  day  fhall  dawn,  which 
no  night  is  to  follow,  when  faith  fliall  end  in  vihon,  and  dutv 
be  reiolved  into  praife. 
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argument. 

This  Pfaltn  contained,  1,2.  a  refolution  to  truft  in  God  alone 
3>  4-  a  denunciation  of  judgment  again  (I  the  perfecutors  of 
the  Juit  One  ;  5—7.  a  repeated  aft  of  faith  and  refolution. 
to  truft  in  God,  with  3.  an  exhortation  to  all  nations  to  do 
*  e  ame  ;  and  that  9,  10.  becaufe  there  is  no  confidence  to 
be  placed  in  man,  or  in  the  world;  but  only  11.  in  the  di- 
vine  power,  and  12.  mercy. 

I.  Truly  my  foul  waitetb,  or,  refleth  upon  Cod :  from  him  com- 

etb 
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tth  my  falvation.  2.  He  only  is. my  rock ,  and  my  falvation ;  he 
is  772]/  defence ,  Heb.  high  place  ;  1  Jhall  not  be  greatly  moved . 

David,  in  the  midft  of  trouble,  and  perhaps  tempted  to  have 
recourfe  to  finful  expedients,  for  his  prefervation,  determines 
itill  to  repofe  all  his  confidence  on  the  promifed  mercy  of  him, 
who  is  the  “  falvation,”  the  “  rock,”  and  the  “  high  place/* 
or  fortreis  of  men.  Chrift  would  not  be  delivered  from  his 
fuffe  rings,  by  any  other  means,  than  thofe  which  the  father 
had  ordained.  The  church,  in  like  manner,  fiiould  patiently 
wait  for  the  falvation  of  God,  and  not  attempt  through  diflrufl: 
of  the  divine  mercy,  to  fave  herfelf  by  unwarrantable  me¬ 
thods,  of  her  own  deviling. 

3.  How  long  will  ye  imagine  mif chief  again/}  a  man  P  Te  Jhall 
he  (lain  all  of  you:  as  a  bowing  wall  fhall  ye  be,  and  as  a  totter - 
ing  fence . 

From  a  declaration  of  his  truft  in  God,  the  prophet  paiTeth 
to  an  expoflulation  with  his  enemies,  for  continually  plotting 
againft  him;  and  foretelleth,  that  their  deftru&ion  will  happen 
iuddenly  and  irremediably,  like  the  downfall  of  a  wall  that  is 
out  of  the  perpendicular,  or  a  ftone  fence,  the  parts  of  which 
are  not  cemented  together.  See  Ifai.  xxx.  13.  How  linking 
is  this  expoflulation,  and  this  prediction,  if  confidered  as  ad- 
drefied  by  Mefiiah  to  his  implacable  enemies. 

4.  They  only  confult  to  caft  him  down  from  his  excellency  ;  they 
delight  in  lies ;  they  hlefs  with  their  mouth ,  but  they  curfe  in¬ 
wardly . 

The  adversaries  of  David  <c  confulted”  how  to  deprive  him 
of  thofe  honours,  to  which  God  defigned  to  exalt  him  ;  the 
fcribes  and  Pharifees  took  counfel  againfl:  Jefus,  with  the  fame 
intent;  and  to  rob  the  ChriAian  of  the  gory  and  immortality 
prepared  for  him,  is  the  end  of  every  temptation  which  the 
enemy  throws  in  his  way,  whether  it  be  of  the  terrifying,  or, 
which  oftener  fucceeds,  the  flattering,  alluring,  and  deceiving 
kind. 

5.  My  foul,  wait  thou  only  upon  God ;  for  my  expectation  is  from 
him.  6.  fie-  only  is  my  rock  and  my  falvation  :  he  is  my  defence , 
or,  high  place,  I  Jhall  not  he  moved .  7.  In  God  is  my  falvation , 
and  my  glory  ;  the  rock  of  my  ftrength ,  and  my  refuge  is  in  God. 

The  conlideration  fuggefted  in  the  preceding  verfe,  namely, 
that  the  enemy  is  ever  intent  upon  our  ruin,  fhouid  ftir  us 
up,  after  the  prophet’s  example,  to  renew  our  faith,  and 
flrengthen  ourlelves  yet  more  and  more,  continually,  in  the 
Lord  our  God,  who  alone  giveth  viClory,  falvation  and  glory. 

B.  Trufl  in  him  at  all  times ,  ye  people ,  pour  out  your  hearts 
before  him  ?  God  is  a  refuge  for  us. 

The  comforts  which  David  had  found,  he  exhorteth  others 

to  feek,  in  faith  and  prayer;  in  fuch  a  faith,  as  hxcth  011 

God, 


Day.  r*.  m.  v.  on  the  PS  AL  M  S.  197 

God,  when  the  whole  world  is  againft  it ;  and  inch  prayer, 
as  poured  forth  all  the  defires  of  the  foul  into  the  bofom  of  the 
Almighty.  How  often,  in  repeating  the  Pfalins,  do  we  de¬ 
clare,  that  “  God  is  our  refuge.;”  yec  how  very  feldom  do  we 
recur  to  him  as  fuch,  in  the  hour  of  temptation ! 

9.  Surely  men  of  low  degree  are  vanity ,  and  men  of  high  de¬ 
gree  are  a  lye:  to  be  laid  in  the  balance ,  they  are  altogether  lighter 
than  vanity. 

A  reafon  is  here  affigned,  why  we  fhould  at  all  times  u  truft 
€i  in  God;”  namely,  becaufe  there  is  nothing  elfe,  in  which 
we  can  truft,  but  it  will  in  the  end  deceive  us.  Weighed  in 
the  “  balance”  of  heaven,  the  power  of  man  to  fave,  is  “  lefs 
“  than  nothing.”  Let  us  weigh  every  thing  in  that  exaft  and 
faithful  balance. 

10.  Truft  not  in  opprejfion ,  and  become  not  vain  in  robbery  ;  if 
riches  inereafe ,  fet  not  your  heart  upon  them. 

Of  all  things  here  below,  w  ealth  is  that,  on  which  poor  de¬ 
luded  man  is  chiefly  tempted,  even  to  the  end  of  life,  to  place 
his  confidence;  and  when  “  riches  inereafe,”  it  proves  an 
hard  talk  for  the  human  heart  to  keep  its  affections  fufficiently 
detached  from  them.  But  he  who  by  injuflice  acquirerh  the 
earthly  mammon,  juftly  forfeiteth  the  treafures  of  heaven  ;  and 
he  who  is  made  vain  and  covetous  by  money,  however  ho- 
neftly  gotten,  renders  that  a  curfe  to  one,  which  was  defigned  as 
a  blefling  to  many,  and  drowns  himfelf  in  the  fpring,  which 
fhould  have  watered  all  around  him. 

11.  God  hath  fpoken  once;  twice  have  I  heard  this ,  or,  thefe 
two  things  have  I  heard ;  that  power  belongeth  unto  God  ;  12.  sltf 
unto  thee ,  0  Lord,  belongeth  mercy  ;  for  thou  render  eft  to  every 
man  according  to  his  work. 

In  oppofition  to  the  vain  boafts  of  worldly  men,  trufting  in 
their  riches,  See.  is  cited  the  declaration  of  God,  when,  from 
mount  Sinai,  he  proclaimed  himfelf  to  be  JEHOVAH,  the 
fountain,  of  all  iC  power,”  in  heaven  above,  and  on  earth  be¬ 
neath,  jealous  of  the  glory  of  this  attribute,  ready  to  avenge 
himfelf  on  the  wicked,  and  able  to  abafe  the  pride  of  man.  At 
the  fame  time  alfo,  he  proclaimed  himfelf  the  Lord  Cod, 
4C  merciful  aud  gracious,  long  fullering,  and  abundant  in  good- 
“  nefs  and  truth,  keeping  mercy  for  thoufands,  forgiving  ini- 
u  quity,  and  tranfgreffion,  and  tin.”  Exod  xxxiv.  6.  To 
all  mankind,  therefore,  the  prophet  here  recommended!  medi¬ 
tation  on  rhefe  two  moll  interefiing  fubje&s,  the  power  of 
u  God  to  punilh  fin,  and  his  mercy,”  to  pardon  it.  Fear  of 
the  former  will  beget  defire  of  the  latter,  and  both  together 
will  fet  a  man  upon  doing  works  worthy  of  their  parent  faith  ; 
works,  which  God,  of  his  infinite  “  mercy,”  for  the  fake  of 
Chrifi,  has  gracioufly  promifed  to  accept,  and  to  “  reward.” 
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David,  in  the  wildernefs  of  Judah,  exprefleth.  i.  2.  hisloiw 
mg  dcfi.re  after  the  prefence  of  God,  and  the  divine  plea 
lures  of  the  lanChxary;  3 —6.  he  bleffeth  and  praifeth  God 
both  day  and  night,  in  the  midft  of  affliction,  and  7,  8.  de. 
ciareih  his  faith  to  be  immoveable;  9,  jo.  he  predicted 
tlm  fate  of  the  wicked,  with  ix.  the  exaltation,  triumph 
and  glory  of  Metfiah,  to  be  exhibited  in  his  own.  The 
whole  Pfalm  is  applicable  to  the  circumftances  of  Chrift  its 
the  flelh,  and  to  thofe  of  h:s  people  in  the  world. 

t 

x.  O  God,  thou  art  my  Cod,  early  will  1  feek  thee;  my  foul ihirfl- 
,  for  thee,  my  flefb  longeth  for  thee,  in  a  dry  and  thb  fy  land, 
where  no  water  is  :  2.  To  Jee  thy  power  and  glory,  fo  as  1  have 
fcen  thee  in  the  f ancillary , 

After  the  example  of  the  perfected  David  in  the  wildernefs 
of  Judah,  and  that  of  the  afflicted  jefus  upon  earth  the  true 
Chr'utian  dedicates  to  God  “  the  fweet  hour  of  prime  ■”  he 
opens  the  eyes  of  his  undemanding,  together  with  thofe  of  his 
body,  and  awakes,  each  morning,  to  righteoufnels.  He  ari- 
les,  with  an  inextinguifhable  thirlt  after  thofe  comforts,  which 
the  world  cannot  give  ;  and  has  immediate  recouffe,  by  pray¬ 
er,  to  the  fountain  of  the  water  of  life ;  ever  longing  to  be¬ 
hold  the  divine  power  and  glory,  in  the  fanftuary  above,  of 

which  he  has  been  favoured  with  lbme  glimpfe,  in  the  fervices 
of  the  church  below. 


3  •  Became  thy  loving  kindnefs  is  better  than  life,  my  lips  frail 
prafe  thee. 

.  V  V'?.”  'S  the  Sreateft  of  earthly  bleffings,  all  others  being 
included  in  it :  “  all  that  a  man  hath,”  faith  Satan,  “  will  he  give 

“  for  hls  llfe”  Job.  ii.  4.  Not  fo  the  Pfalmift.  He  knew  a' 
peail  of  far  greater  price,  namely, <c  the  loving  kindnefs”  of  Je¬ 
hovah,  on  which  is  fulpended  not  only  the  life  which  now  is, 
but  that  which  is  to  come.  The  fenfe  of  this  loving  kindnefs 

tuned  the  harp  of  the  fon  of  JefJe,  and  now  tunes  thofe  of  die 
fpirits  before  the  throne. 

4*  'Thus  will  1  blefs  thee  while  1  live  j  1  will  lift  up  my  hands 
in  thy  name . 

“  While  we  live,”  however  wretched  our  condition  may  be, 
we  have  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  pardon,  grace,  and  glory  • 
for  which  we  ought,  at  all  times,  “  to  blefs”  God,  “  lifting  up 

“  Pure  hands”  in  prayer,  employing  them  in  every  good  work 
and  all  in  the  “  name”  of  Jefus. 

5.  My foul  /hall  be  fails  fed  as  with  marrow  and  fat  nefs ;  and 

v  •'  *-■  O  ■"  i:f  «i.t  J  c.  '  i  •-  *  '  '  ■  •* 
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my  mouth  Jh all  praife  thee  with  joyful  lips :  6.  When  I  remember 
thee  upon  my  bed ,  and  meditate  on  thee  in  the  nigl rt^watches . 

Solitude  and  Aillnefs  render  the  “  night-watches”  a  fit  feafon 
for  meditation  on  thefe  fo  often  experienced  mercies  of  God  ; 
which,  when  thus  called  to  rmembrance,  become  a  delicious  re- 
pnG:  to  the  fpirit,  filling  it  with  all  joy,  and  peace,  and  confolation, 
giving  longs  in  the  night,  and  making  cJarknefs  itfelf  chearful. 
How  chearful,  then,  will  be  that  Jalt  morning,  when  the  righ¬ 
teous,  awaking  up  after  the  divine  likenefs,  /hall  be  “  fatisfietT”. 
with  all  the  fulnefs  of  God,  and  “  praife  him  with  joyful  lips,” 
m  thofe  eternal  courts,  where  there  is  no  night,  and  from  whence 
forrow  and  fighing  fly  far  away  ! 

7.  Becaufe  thou  haft  been  my  help ,  therefore  under  the  fhadow 
of  thy  wings  will  1  rejoice.  8.  My  foul  follow  eth  hard  after  thee  * 
thy  right  hand  upholdeth  me. 

Recoiled  ion  of  part  mercies,  inclines  the  foul  to  put  herfelf  un¬ 
der  the  “  wing”  of  an  all-fhadowing  Providence.  Should  her  Re¬ 
deemer,  for  a  time,  feem  to  be  deferring  her,  faith  conftraineth 
her  to  “  follow  hard  after  him,”  as  a  child  doth  after  the  father  ; 

and  not  to  let  go  the  “  hand,”  which  hath  fo  often  “  upholden” 
her  from  falling. 

9.  But  thofe  that  feek  my  foul  to  deftroy  it,  fhall  go  into  the 
lower  parts  of  the  earth.  10,  They  jh  all  fall  by  the  fword ,  they 
Jhah  be  a  portion  for  foxes.  J 

I  he  enemies  of  Jehovah,  and  his  Anoin  ted,  if  they  come  not 
to  a  violent  death,  an  early  grave,  or  to  have  their  carcafesde- 
voured  by  the  beads  of  the  field,  {as  hath  fometimes  been, the 
C 1  6  i^et'  after-iiate,  their  condition  will  certainly  be  de¬ 

plorable.  Their  habitation  mufl  be  in  the  “pit their  puniih- 
ment,  the  flaming  “  fword”  of  almighty  vengeance  ;  and  their 
companions,  thole  crafty  and  malicious  ones,  who,  having  con¬ 
tributed  to  feduce,  will  help  to  torment  them. 

11.  But  the  king  fhall  rejoice  in  God;  every  one  that  fw  ear  eth 

flopped  g^°ry  %  bUt  ^  m°Uth  them  lhat  ft €ak  lks  ftal1  hs 

If  David  found  caufe  to  rejoice  in  God,  who  gave  him  the 
victory  over  all  h.senemies  ;  if  the  fubjecW  David  might  well 
g  oty  in  their  king  ;  if  the  flanderers  of  David  were  put  to  fi 
lence,  at  beholding  him  exalted  to  the  throne  of  Ifrael ;  how  much 
greater  is  the  joy  of  Meffiah  in  the  Godhead,  giving  the  manhood 
vidory  over  his  enemies,  fin,  death,  and  hell ;  how  much  rather 
n.ay  his  fubje&s and  worfhippers  glory  in  their  triumphant  king- 
and  how  much  more  fhall  the  blafphemer*  of  fuch  a  Saviour  be 
everlaftingly  confounded,  when  they  (hall  behold,  him  in  veiled 
with  all  the  power  and  majeftyof  the  Father,  and  feated  on  the 

throne  of  judgment !  Surely,  then,  “  the  mouth  of  them  that 
“fpeak  lies  fhall  be  flopped,” 
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PSALM  LX  IV. 

ARGUMENT.  f 

David,  in  the  perfon  of  Meftiah,  t,  2.  prayeth  to  be  delivered 
from  his  enemies,  from  their  counfels  and  infurre&ions ;  3, 

4.  he  deicribeth  their  calumnies  and  danders,  their  feoffs  and 
blafphemies  ;  and  5,  6.  their  indefatigable  malice  ;  predict¬ 
ing,  7 — 9*  their  aftonilhing  fall,  with  10.  the  exaltation  of 
the  church,  in  God  her  Saviour. 

1 .  Hear  my  voice,  0  God ,  in  my  prayer ;  preferve  my  life 
from  fear  of  the  enemy. 

1  he  prophet,  after  bcfeeching  God  to  hear  him,  prefers  his 
petition,  which  is  to  be  “  preferred  from  fear  of  the  enemy  .” 
A  petiton  of  this  kind  is  granted,  either  by  a  removal  of  the 
ground  of  fear,  when  the  enemy’s  power  to  hurt  is  taken  from 
him,  or  his  will  changed  ;  or  elfe,  by  an  extirpation  of  the  fear 
itfelf,  through  increafe  of  faith,  charity  and  fortitude.  For  the 
former,  let  us  pray  conditionally  u  if  it  may  he  done,  and  if  it  is 
God’s  will  that  it  fhould  be  done,”  as  Chrift  prayed  againft 
the  bitter  cup  in  the  garden  ;  for  the  latter,  we  may  pray  ablo- 
lutely  ;  fince  a  victory,  gained  by  the  fear  of  God  over  the  fear 
of  man,  is  a  neceffary  hep,  and  a  happy  prelude,  to  a  full  and 
final  triumph  over  every  enemy  of  our  falvation. 

2.  Hide  me  from  the  fecret  counfel  of  the  wicked*,  from  the  in - 
furreci  hn  of  the  workers  of  iniquity . 

The  “  counfels  and  infurreCtions,”  of  the  Ifraelites  againft 
David  ;  of  the  fame  people,  afterwards,  againft  the  Son  of  Da¬ 
vid  ;  of  worldly  and  wicked  men  acrainft  the  church  ;  and  of 
/  .  ^  ^  '  7 

ihe  powers  of  darknels  againft  us  all,  are  here,  relpe&ively,  un¬ 
der  (food  to  be  deprecated. 

3.  IV ho  whet  their  tongues  like  afword,  and  bend  their  bows 
to  thoot,  their  arrows,  even  bitter  words:  4.  That  they  may 
foot  in  fecret  at  the  per  Jeff :  fuddenly  do  they  foot  at  him,  and 

fear  not . 

In  perfonal  fcofnngs  and  revilings,  the  tongue  performs  the 
■part  of  a  “  fvvord,”  which  is  a  weapon  that  can  be  ufed  only  in 
open  rencounters ;  but  e<  bitter  words,”  l'poken  in  fecret,  and  at 
a  diftance  from  him  who  is  the  fubjedl  of  them,  are  like  “  arrows” 
which  may  be  fhot  from  an  obicure  and  remote  corner,  and 
therefore  cannot  be  warded  off.  The  tongue,  in  both  the fe  ca¬ 
pacities,  was  employed  againft  that  perffxt  one,  the  holy  Je- 
ius,  in  the  days  of  his  fifth.  Would  to  God  it  had  never  been 
fince  employed  againft  him  and  his  difciples  ;  or,  by  his  difciples, 
againft  each  other ! 

5.  They  encourage  themf elves  in  an  evil  matter ;  they  commune 
of  laying  fnares  privily  ;  they  fy,  who  fall  fee  them . 

Sin 
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Sin  doth  not  often  appear  abroad,  without  a  veil ;  and  the 
more  atrocious  the  fin,  the  more  fpecious  mull  be  the  pretence, 
w  inch  is  to  cover  it.  Envy  and  malice  crucified  the  Ion  of  God  ; 
but,  during  the  courfe  of  the  proceedings  again!!  him,  you  hear 
only  of  zeal  for  the  law,  and  loyalty  to  Caefar.  Such  are  the 
“  fnares,”  fet  by  the  crafty,  to  deceive  the  fimple  and  unwary  ; 
without  conlidering,  that  the  broad  eye  of  heaven,  all  the  time, 
furveys  their  mol!  1’ecret  devices,  by  which  they  impofe  upon  o- 
ttiers,  and  frequently  upon  themfelves. 

6.  'They  fearch  out  iniquities ,  they  accompli  Co  a  diligent  fearch ; 
both  the  inward  thought  of  every  one  of  them ,  and  the  heart  is 
deep. 

Truth  and  righteoufnefs  may  be  found,  and  pradifed,  with 
half  the  pains,  that  are  often  employed  rou  fearch  out  iniquity,” 
and  efiabiiih  error.  The  Jews  could  not  accomplilh  the  death 
of  Chriit,  without  couniels,  firatagems,  and  fubornations  “deep” 
and  dark  as  hell  itfelf :  all  which  trouble  they  might  have  laved 
themfelves  at  once,  by  believing  on  him.  The  cafe  is  the  fame 
with  virtue  and  vice;  and  honeltyisthe  readieli,  as  well  as  the 
bell  policy. 

7.  But  God  fhall  fhoot  at  them  with  an  arrow  ;  fuddenly  fhall 
they  be  wounded.  8.  So  they  fhall  make  their  own  tongues  to  fall 
upon  themfelves  ;  all  that  fee  them  fhall  flee  away . 

While  the  enemies  of  the  u  Jult  One”  were  {hooting  in  fe- 
cret  at  him,  he  that  dwelleth  in  the  heavens  was  levelling  an 
arrow  at  them,  and  one  which  would  not  fail  to  take  place.  It: 
accordingly  did  lo;  and  the  direful  imprecations  of  “  their  own 
<s  tongues  fell,”  in  unexampled  vengeance,  on  the  heads  of  them, 
and  their  children,  who  continued  to  julfify  the  deeds  of  their 
fathers.  All  would  <(  flee  away”  from  the  punilhment  <?f“  Je- 
f  rufalem;”  let  all,  then,  depart  from  the  fins  which  occafioned 
it. 

9. -  And  all  men  fhall  fear ,  and  fhall  declare  the  work  of  God ; 
for  they  fhall  wifely  confider  of  his  doing . 

It  is  remarkable,  that  the defolation  of  the  once  holy  and  be* 
loved  city,  filled  “  all  men  with  fear”  and  aftonilhment,  forcing 
them  to  acknowledge  and  u  declare”  it  to  be  the t(  work  of  God,” 
Even  Titus,  the  Ptoman  emperor,  confefled,  that  he  had  fought, 
and  conquered,  by  the  favour,  and  under  the  diredion  of  hea¬ 
ven.  O  that  men  would  “  wifely  confider”  of  this,  and  other 
wonderful  works  of  the  Almighty! 

10.  The  righteous  frail  be  glad  in  the  Lord,  and  frail  trvfl  in 
him\  and  all  the  upright  in  heart  fhall  glory. 

As  forrow,  fooner  or  later,  will  be  the  portion  of  MefiialPs 
enemies,  fo  joy  is  the  high  privilege  of  his  friends  and  difciples. 

1  he  i(  righteous”  man  alone  can  be  truly  **glad,”  becaufe  he  a- 
ione  can  be  glad  u  in  the  Lord”  Jelus,  the  objed  of  all  his  con- 

*  fidence 


f*  A  C  O  M  M  E  N  T  A  R  Y  PsAL.  ^ 

fidence.  There  was  light  in  Gofhen,  when  darknefs  covered  the 
Egyptians;  the  Cbriltian  church  drank  the  cup  of  falvation 
tyhen  that  of  vengeance  was  mingled  for  Jerufalern  ;  and  when 

the  empire  of  Satan  fhall  fall,  heaven  will  refound  with  hallel"1 

jahs.  "v.:  .  ■  . 


K'.  :  :A  V;  •  '  —  ■  '  : 

XII.  DAY.  EVENING  PRAYER.  PSALM  LXV. 

argument. 

# 

In  this  very  lovely  fong  of  Sion,  the  prophet  treats  i.  of  the 
praife  due  to  Jehovah,  for  2.  hismercy,  in  hearing  the  pray, 
ero  of  his  fervants,  and  3.  in  redeeming  them  from  their 
fms;  4.  he  declareth  the  bleflednefs  of  the  eleft,  in  Chrift 
their  head  ;  5.  predifteth  the  wonderful  things  which  God 
would  do  for  the  falvation  of  men,  by  that  power  which  6, 
7*  eftablifhed  the  mountains,  and  confined  the  lea  within  its 
bounds;  8.  foretelleth  the  converfion  of  the  nations:  and 
9—13.  defcribeth  the  bleffed  effects  of  the  Spirit  poured  out 
upon  the  church,  under  the  figure  of  rain,  defending  upon 
a  dry  ground. 


1.  Praife  waiteth  for  thee ,  0  Gody  in  Sion;  and  unto  thee Jhall 
the  vow  he  performed . 

1  he  oolations  of  “  praife  and  thankfgiving”  were  formerly 
offered,  and  all  “vows”  were  paid,  in  the  temple  on  mount 
“Sion.”  At  Jerufalern  was  performed  the  prom ife  of  man’s 
redemption  by  the  facrihce  of  the  Son  of  God;  fince  which  e- 
vent,  and  the  call  of  the  Gentiles,  the  Chriftian  church  has 
been  the  holy  city  and  temple.  In  her  communion,  we  are  to 
offer  up  our  devotions,  and  to  perform  the  vow,  made  in  bap. 
tilin  ;  until  we  come  to  the  heavenly  Sion,  to  pay  our  vows,  with 
the  church  triumphant,  in  everlafling  hymns  of  praife. 

2*  0  thou  that  hear  eft  prayer ,  unto  thee  Jhall  all  flejh  come . 

The  prophet  here  foretels,  that,  on  account  of  God’s  mercy 
in  hearing  the  prayers  of  his  people,  “  all  flefh,”  that  is,  all  man¬ 
kind,  out  of  every  nation,  ihould  “  come”  at  his  gracious  call, 
and  make  their  fupplications  before  him,  in  his  church.  And  to 
whom  fhould  “  all  flefh  come,”  but  to  him  that  heareth  pray¬ 
er? 


3 .  Iniquities  prevail  again [}  me  ;  as  for  our  tranfpreffions ,  thou 
Jhalt  purge  them  away. 

The  chief  fubjedl  of  the  prayers,  made  by  all  flefh  to  God,  is  the 
forgivenefs  of  tin;  in  order  to  which  it  muff  be  confeffed.  The 
verfe  therefore  confifteth  of  two  parts.  Firff,  an  acknowledge¬ 
ment  of  guilt,  “  Iniquities  prevail  againfl  me  like  whereunto 
is  St.  Paul’s  complaint,  “  O  wretched  man  that  I  am;  who 
“  fhall  deliver  me  from  this  body  of  death  !”  The  fecond  part  of 
the  verfe  intimates,  an  aliurance  of  pardon,  through  the  blood  of 


/ 
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the  Lamb.  As  for  our  tranfgreflions  thou  {halt  purge  them 
“  away  ;”  exactly  correfponding  to  the  anfwer,  which  the  Apol- 
tie  returneth  to  himfelf ;  “  I  thank  God.  through  fefus  Chrift' 
-  our  Lord,”  Rom.  vii.  24.  - 

4*  Blefjed  is  the  man  whom  thou  choofejl ,  and  caufejl  to  ap¬ 
proach  unto  thee,  that  he  may  dwell  in  thy  courts :  wejhallbe 
j Lit i sped  with  the  goodnefs  of  thy  houft ,  even  of  thy  holy  temple . 

Blefied  are  they,  whoarechofen  out  of  the  world,  and  admit¬ 
ted  to  the  privileges  of  the  church  ;  (till  more  blefTed  are  they, 
who  are  chofen  out  of  the  congregation,  to  {land  continually  in 
the  pielence  of  God,  and  to  minilter  in  hiscourts;  but  blefied 
above  all  bleflmg  and  praife,  is  the  man  Chrift  Jefus,  cleft,  pre¬ 
cious  ,cnolen  of  God  to  bean  high  pried:  for  ever  ;  to  make  in- 
tercell ion  ror  his  people  in  the  courts  of  heaven  ;  that  where  he 
is,  they  may  be  alfo.  Then  {hall  we  indeed  be  “  fatisfied  with 

t  ie  plealures  of  thy  houfe,  O  Lord,  even  of  thy  holy  tern- 
“  pie.”  J 

5.  By  terrible  or,  wonderful  things  in  righteoufnefs  wilt  thou 
an/wer  us  0  God  of  our  fa  Ivation  ;  who  art  the  confidence  of  all 
theenas  of  the  earth,  and  of  them  that  are  afar  off  upon  the  fea. 

1  he  ancient  church  foreteileth,  that  God  would  “anfwer” 
her  prayers  tor  the  coming  of  Meffiah,  by  “wonderful  things  in 

•a',,,th  was  brouSht  to  pafs,  by  the  death  and 
refurredioti  of  Chrift,  the  overthrow  of  idolatry,  and  the  conver¬ 
ge  L  Uan0lr-  „  The”  “  the  God  of  falvation”  became 

«  i  fTm0  -dlftan/  “  if]ands”  beIieved  in  K*>s.  By  “  won- 
whirh  n  hmgK  ln  ?gbteoufnefs,”  will  the  prayers  of  the  church 
which  now  la»he  anfwered,  at  the  fecond  manifestation  of  the  Son 
of  God,  hi  the  glory  of  his  Father. 

f’rded  with  f  ^  faft  ^he  mountains,  being 

SZ;r  rTh  P°Wer *  7*  Which  ftilleth  the  noife  of  the  feus,  the 
notfe  of  their  waves,  and  the  tumult  of  the  people  .  J 

“  miK’  which  originally  fixed  the  foundations  of  the 

«  wave ” of  thef  ’  T  time  t0  time>  controols  the 

waves  of  the  fea,  is  engaged  in  the  fupport  and  prefervati 

on  of  the  church  ;  and  will  never  fuffer  the  “  waves”  Tthi" 

.roublefo™  world  overwhelm  ,h,  ..  mOTntain  0?hifhX 

They  ^  t^Ut  uttermoft  parts  are  afraid  at 

Ziff  ,J1  *  -***•  *  * 

_r  7:;^  or  %ns/?  mentioned  in  this  verfe  are  the  ev 

x>h' caii^  “  »»j«foi 

GorPel%rod 3S  t  ***»*•  <*  *. 

“dwelling  in  tbeuttermoll 

faith 
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faith  Ifaiah  on  the  fame  occalion,  “  faw  it,  and  feared;  the  ends 
“  of  the  earth  were  afraid  ;  they  drew  near,  and  came.”  Ifai. 
xli.  5.  And  then  it  was,  that  “  the  outgoings  of  the  morning 
“  and  evening,”  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  as  many  as  ex* 
pericncedthe  fweet  viciilitudes  of  day  and  night,  of  morning  and 
evening,  were  “  made  to  rejoice”  in  God  their  Saviour  ;  whole 
name  was  praifed,  from  the  riling  to  the  fetting  fun. 

9.  Thou  viftefl  the  earth,  and  water  eft  it :  ikon  greatly  enrich - 
efl  it  with  the  river  of  Cod,  which  is  full  0}  water.-  thou  preparefl 
them  corn,  when  thou  haf  fo  provided  for  it;  or,  for  fo  thou  hafl 
efahlifhed,  or,  confituted  it. 

Under  the  beautiful  image  of  a  once  barren  and  dry  land, 
rendered  fruitful  by  kindly  fhowers  of  rain,  turning  dearth  into 
plenteoufnefs,  are  reprefented  here  (as  in  Ifai.  xxxv.  and 
liumberlefs  other  places)  the  gracious  “vifitation”  of  the  church 
by  the  Spirit;  the  “  riches”  of  grace  and  mercy,  poured  upon 
the  hearts  of  men,  from  the  exhauftlefs  “  river  of  God  and 
the  bountiful  provifion  made  thereby,  for  the  relief  of  that 
fpiritual  famine,  which  have  been  fore  in  all  lands.  See  Ifai. 
Iv.  10  Rev.  xxii.  x.  Amos  viii.  11. 

10.  Thou  wateref  the  ridges  thereof  abundantly  ;  thou  fettle  ft 
the  furrows  thereof:  thou  makefl  it foft  with  faowers ,  thou  hleffeft 
the  fpringing  thereof 

After  the  ground  is  ploughed  up,  the  former  rain,  defeending 
Vjpon  the  “ridges,”  and  into  the  “furrows,”  diffolveth  the 
parts  of  the  earth,  and  fo,  fi  teeth  it  for  the  purpoies  of  vegetation, 
-whenever  the  feed  (hall  be  call  into  it  :  then  cometh  the  latter 
rain,  to  affift,  and  to  “  blefs  the  fpringing,”  and  in creafe  there¬ 
of,  unto  a  joyful  harvefl.  Thus  doth  the  good  Spirit  of  God 
both  prepare  the  hearts  of  his  people,  for  the  reception  of  the 
word,  and  alfo  enable  them  to  bear  fruit,  bringing  forth  “fome 
“  an  hundred  fold,  fome  flxty,  fome  thirty.”  Matt.  xiii.  23. 

1 1 .  Thou  crowneft  the  year  with  thy  goodnefs ,  and  thy  paths,  or, 
thuds ,  or,  heavens,  drop  fat  nefs . 

The  herbs,  fruits,  and  flowers,  produced  by  the  earth,  are 
here  finely  reprefented,  as  a  beautifully  variegated  “crown,” 
fen  upon  her  head,  by  the  hands  of  her  great  Creator  ;  at  whole 
command,  the  heavens,  by  collecting  and  diflilling  tne  drops 
of  rain,  impregnate  her,  and  make  her  the  parent  of  terreflrial 
biddings.  It  is  the  fame  God,  who  will  crown,  with  everlast¬ 
ing  goodnefs,  the  acceptable  year,  the  year  of  his  redeemed  ; 
when  the  fpirit  (hall  have  accompli (hed  his  work ;  when  God 
(hall  be  glorified  in  'his  taints  ;  and  heaven,  as  well  as  earth,  Shall 

be  full  of  the  goodnefs  of  Jehovah. 

12.  They  drop  upon  the  pqftures  of  the  zvildernefs ;  and  the 
little  hills  rejoice  on  every  fidt ;  or,  are  girded  about  with  glad - 

'  As 
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As  the  rain,  which  defcendeth  from  heaven  caufeth  even  the 
barren  wildernefs  to  become  a  green  pafture,  andinvefteth  the 
naked  hills  with  the  garments  of  joy  and  gladnefs  ;  fo  the  Spi¬ 
rit,  when  poured  oot,  from  on  high,  on  the  Gentile  world,  con¬ 
verted  that  “wildernefs”  into  a  “fruitful  field ;”  while  the 
churches,  there  riling  on  all  Tides,  like  little  fertile  “hills,  rejoic- 
“ed”  with  joy  unfpeakable,  and  full  of  glory.  See  Ifai.  xxxii. 
15,  xxxv.  1,2. 

13.  The  pa  (lures  are  c  loathed  with  flocks  :  the  valleys  alfo  are 
covered  over  with  corn  ;  they  Jhout  for  joy,  they  alfo  Jing . 

The  happy  effects  of  God’s  vifiting  the  earth  with  rain,  are 
vallies  covered  with  corn,  verdant  meads,  and  thriving  flocks. 
All  thefe  ideas,  in  the  prophetical  Scriptures,  are  frequently 
transfered  to  the  times  of  refrefhmenr  and  confolation,  of  peace 
and  fruitfulnefs,  in  the  church;  which  breaks  forth  into  joy,  in 
the  one  cafe,  as  the  world  is  always  ready  to  do,  in  the  other. 
Manifold  and  marvelous,  O  Lord,  are  thy  works,  whether  of 
nature,  or  of  grace;  furely,  in  wifdom  and  loving  kindnefs  haft 
thou  made  them  all;  the  earth,  in  every  fenfe,  is  full  of  thy  rich¬ 
es  ! 

PSALM  LXV1. 

ARGUMENT. 

In  this  Pfalm,  the  prophet  1,  2.  exciteth  all  the  world  to  fing 
the  praifes  of  God  ;  3,  4.  the  power  and  univerfality  of  hi” 
kingdom;  5 — 12.  the  deliverance  of  the  church  from  various 
afflictions  and  temptations  ;  for  which  13-— -1^.  wearetoof- 
fer  the  facrifkes,  which  had  been  vowed;  "16 — 19.  to  de¬ 
clare  the  met  cies  and  loving  kindneflefs  of  the  Lord  towards 
us;  and  20.  to  blefs  his  holy  name  continually. 

i*#  a  fly ful  noife  unto  God ,  all  ye  lands ,  or,  all  the  earth? 

2.  Sing  forth  the  honour  of  his  name  ;  make  his  praife  glorious . 

“The  holy  church,  throughout  all  the  world,”  is^here  called 
upon,  to  lift  up  her  voice,  like  the  jubilee  trumpet  of  old,  in 
thankfgiving  ;  to  celebrate  that  name,  which  is  above  every  name- 
and  to  make  the  praife  of  Jesus  glorious,  both  by  word  and  deed  ; 
that  fo,  others,  hearing  our  voices,  and  feeing-  our  works  may 
be  led  to  glorify  him,  in  like  manner.  °  ’  7 

3.  Say  unto  God,  How  terrible  art  thou  in  thy  works!  Through 

the  greatnefs  of  thy  power /ball  thine  enemies  fubmit  themfelves  mu 
to  thee .  J 

The  {objects  propofed  are  the  various  and  awful  manifeftations 
,  cllvine  “  power;”  of  that  power  which  made,  and  which  con¬ 
tinues  to  fupport  the  world  ;  which  overthrows,  and  raifes  up 

Whi,ch  fubverted  the  kingdom  of  Satan,  eltablilhed  that 
oi  Chriir,  and  caufedits  enemies  either  to  relinquifh,  ordiffemble 

“  ki  their 
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their  hoftility.  Happy  the  man,  whole  heart  and  affe&ions  un- 
“  feigned ly  fubmit  themfelves”  to  the  fceptre  of  Meffiah. 
t  4.  All  the  earth  Jhall  worjhip  thee ,  and  flail  [ing  ante  thee 
they  flail  (mg  onto  thy  name. 

What  David  fpake  in  the  future,  the  church  now  fpeaketh  in 
the  prefen t  tenfe— “All  the  earth  doth  worlhip  thee,  the  Father 
“  everlafting — Day  by  day  we  magnify  thee ;  and  we  worlhip  thy 
<i  name  ever  world  without  end.”  A  day  is  coming,  when  this 
fhall  be  the  cale,  in  an  unlimited  fenfe  of  the  words  ;  w  hen  jews 
and  Gentiles,  quick  and  dead,  heaven  and  earth,  fhall  compofe 
one  perfect  and  truly  harmonious  choir. 

5*  Come,  and  fee  tee  works  of  God :  he  is  terrible  in  his  do* 
ing  toward  the  children  of  men.  6.  He  turned  the  flea  into  dry 
land:  they  went  through  the  flood  on  foot ;  there  did  we  rejoice  in 
him. 

1  he  prophet,  after  inviting  men  to  contemplate  “  the  works  of 
u  God,”  lets  before  them,  for  that  purpofe,  two  great  miracles 
wrought  for  Ifrael ;  namely,  the  divifion  of  the  red  fea,  and  that 
of  the  river  Jordan ;  by  the  former  they  efcaped  Egypt,  by  the  la  t* 
ter  they  entered  Canaan.  Under  thefe  two  figurative  trans¬ 
actions,  the  Chriftian  Church  beholds,  and  in  the  words  which 
deferibe  them,  fhe  celebrates  tw  o  correfponding  w  orks  of  mercy 
wrought  for  her  ;  namely,  the  deliverance  of  her  children  from 
the  dominion  of  fin,  by  the  waters  of  baptifm  ;  and  their  admiffioti 
into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  through  the  grave  and  gate  of  death. 
If  the  Ifr  aelites  rejoiced  in  God  their  Saviour,  for  the  former 
bleffings,  much  more,  furely,  ought  we  fo  to  do,  for  the  latter. 

7.  He  ruleth  by  his  power  for  ever ,  his  eyes  behold  the  nations  : 
let  not  the  rebellious ,  or,  the  rebellious  Jhall  not  exalt  themfelves. 

The  uncontrollable  lovereignty,  and  fuperintending  provi¬ 
dence  of  our  God  and  King,  are  topics,  on  which  we  fljculd  ever 
delight  to  dwell.  Eftablifh,  O  Lord,  thy  kingdom  within  us, 
and  fuffer  not  our  “  rebellious”  paflions  to  “  exalt  themfelves” 
againftit. 

8.  0  blefs  our  God ,  ye  people ,  and  make  the  voice  of  his  praife 
to  be  heard ;  9.  Who  holdeth  our  foul  in  life ,  and  fuffer  etb  not  our 
feet  to  be  moved , 

But  chiefly  are  we  bound  to  “  blefs”  and  u  praife”  God,  for 
that  Goodnefs  and  mercy,  by  which  our  feet  are  turned  back 
from  the  ways  of  death,  placed  in  the  path  of  iC  life,”  and  ena¬ 
bled  to  walk  therein,  wdthout  falling  into  perdition  ;  until,  ha¬ 
ving  finifhed  our  pilgrimage  in  the  world,  we  lie  down  in  peace, 
andourflefh  refteth  fweetly  in  hope. 

10.  For  thou ,  0  God ,  haft  proved  us  ;  thou  haft  tried  us ,  as  fi¬ 
ver  is  tried. 

Notwithflanding  the  mercy  of  God,  and  the  falvation  wrought 
for  us,  we  are  here  taught  to  expert  affliction  and  tribulation  ; 

which 


\ 
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which  indeed  are  oftentimes  neceffary  ;  for,  having  in  our  corn- 
polition  a  mixture  of  the  earth  from  whence  we  came,  with  a 
bafe  alloy  of  concupifcence,  we  ftand  as  much  in  need  of  adver- 
fity,  as  metals,  in  like  circumftances,  do  of  the  fire,  to  refine  and 

purify  our  tempers.  Try  us,  QGod;  butenableus  to  ftand  the 
trial ! 

ii.  Thm  brought  eft  us  into  the  net,  thou  laidcfi  ajfiiflion  upon 
our  loins.  12.  Thou  haft  can  fed  men  to  ride  over  our  heads  :  we 
went  through  fire  and  water  ;  but  thou  brought  eft  us  into  a  weal¬ 
thy  place. 

Various  calamities  are  here  mentioned,  which  God  fuffers  to 
fall  upon  his  people.  As,firft,  their  being cc  brought  into  the  net,” 
or  enlnared  and^  taken  captive  by  their  enemies,  whom  they  had 
not  power  torefift,  or  efcape.  Secondly,  “  afflictions  upon  the 
“  loins,' ”  or  hard  fervitude  under  heavy  burdens.  Thirdly, 
“  men  riding  over  their  heads,”  or  the  manifold  oppreffions  of 
perfecting  tyrants,  trampling  them  under  their  feet,  like  war. 
Lories,  in  the  day  of  battle.  Fourthly,  palling  u  through  fire  and 
"  water, ”  or  troubles  of  different  and  contrary  kinds,  though  alike 
deadly  and  definitive.  But  he  who  brought  lfrael,  from  among 
the  biick  kilns  of  Egypt,  and  through  the  waters  of  the  red  fea, 
and  the  river  Jordan,  into  the  promi fed  reft,  will  bring  us  fafe- 
ly  through  every  fiery  trial,  and  through  the  waves  of  a  trouble- 
f'orne  world,  to  the  land  of  everlafting  peace  and  comfort. 

13*  I  Wl^  tnto  thine  houfie  with  burnt  offerings  •  I  will  pay 
thee  my  vows ,  14.  Which  my  lips  have  uttered,  and  my  mouth 
hath  Jpoken,  when  1  was  in  trouble .  15.  /  will  offer  unto  thee 

burnt  facrifces  of  failings,  with  the  incenfe  of  rams :  1  will  offer 
bullocks  with  goats.  v 

Under  the  Gofpel,  the  obligation  of  (C  going  to  the  houfe  of 

€C  anc^  r^ere  "paying  vows,”  ftill  continues;  but  the 

offerings”  are  changed.  The  legal  facrifices  have  been  a- 
b  aliihed  by  the  oblation  of  the  body  ofChrift,  once  for  all.  This 
oblation  is  commemorated  in  the  eucharift;  at  the  celebration  of 
which,  we  now  offer  up  our  prayers  and  praifes,  ourfelves,  our 
fouls,  and  bodies,  a  reafonable,  holy,  and  lively  facrifice.  accep¬ 
table  to  God,  in  the  name,  and  through  the  merits  of  the  Re¬ 
deemer.  Thefe  offerings,  if  vowed  in  the  feafons  of  ficknefs 
and  forrow,  fhould  be  paid  in  the  days  of  health  and  gjadnefs. 

16  Come  and  hear,  all  ye  that  fear  God ,  and  I  will  declare 
what  he  hath  done  for  my  foul . 

.  Everyman  fhould  be  ready,  like  David,  to  celebrate  the  mer- 
cies  of  God  vouchfafed  to  him.  It  is  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  his 
aviour,  who  is  glorified,  and  a  debt  of  charity  to  his  brethren 
wtio  are  edified  thereby  ;  provided  only,  that  it  be  done  with  fo- 
briety  and  humility. 


36.  1 
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'7-  1  cried  unto  him  -with  try  mouth,  and  ke  was  extolled  with 
my  tongue. 

The  mean,  by  which  we  obtain  falvation,  is  faith  ;  which,  as  it 
fheweth  us  both  our  difeafe  and  our  phyfician,  inelineti/us  to 
pray  to  the  latter,  for  a  cure  of  the  former.  Prayer  is  one  o-ift 
of  God  ;  and  every  other  gift  is  obtained  by  it. 

i  T  If  1  regard  iniquity  in  my  heart ,  the  Lord  will  not  hear 
me. 

The  prayer,  which  is  “  heard,”  is  the  prayer  of  the  penitent, 
heartily  grieved  and  wearied  with  fin,  hating,  and  longing  to  be 
delivered  from  it.  For  God  heareth  not  hypocrites,  who, while 
they  outwardly  difavow,  yet  inwardly  “regard”  and  cherifli 
^iniquity  ;”  from  which  every  one,  who,  nanieth  the  name  of 
Ch rilt,  ought  to  depart. 

19.  But  verily  God  hath  heard  me;  he  hath  attended  to  the 
voice  of  my  prayer. 

David  was  heard,  when  God  delivered  him  from  his  enemies, 
and  let  him  on  the  throne  of  Ifrael :  Ch  rid  was  heard,  when  God 
railed  him  from  the  dead,  and  exalted  him  to  the  right  hand  of 
tne  majcfty  in  the  heavens  ;  and  every  man  is  heard,  when  God 
raifes  him  from  fin  to  righteoufnefs,  as  an  earned  of  his  future 
re fu rredion  from  dud  to  glory.  Let  every  fuch  man  praife  the 
Lord,  and  fay,  with  David,  in  the  lad  verfe  of  our  Pfalm, 

20.  Bleffed  he  God}  who  hath  not  turned  away  my  prayer }  nor  his 
mercy  from  me . 

PSAL  M  LXVIL 

A  R  G  U  M  E  N  T. 

In  this  evangelical  Pfalm,  the  Ifraelitiih  church  is  introduced,  as 
partly  praying  for,  and  partly  foretelling  the  advent  of  Chrift , 
and  the  converfion  of  the  nations,  wdth  the  joy  and  gladnefs 
that  fhould  be  confequent  thereupon.  The  Chidden  church 
now  ules,  and  will  continue  to  ule  the  Pfalm,  with  propriety, 
until  the  fulnefs  of  the  Gentiles  fhall  be  come  in,  the  conver¬ 
fion  of  the  Jews  effected,  and  Chrid  fhall  appear  the  fecond 
time,  finally  to  accomplish  the  falvation  of  his  chofeu. 

1.  God  he  merciful  unto  us}  and  hlefs  us;  and  caufe  his  face  to 
jhine  upon  us. 

1  he  liraelitifh  church,  by  the  month  of  the  prophet,  expref. 
aeth  her  ardent  de/jre  after  Mefliah’s  advent,  and  appearance  in 
?ne  flefh ;  (lie  prayeth,  that  God  would  be  “  merciful  unto  her,” 
as  he  had  promifed ;  that,  by  fo  doing,  he  would  “  blefs”  her 
with  the  bledings  of  pardon  and  peace,  of  grace  and  glory;  and 
;3n  one  word,  that  he  would  “  caule  his  face  to  fbine  upon  her,  ” 
■by  tne  rifing  of  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs,  making  her  to  behold 
f'he  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrid;  reviving  her  with 
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the  glad  tidings  of  the  Gofpel  :  and  enlightening  her  with  the 
light  of  falvation. 

2.  That  thy  way  may  he  known  upon  earth,  thy  faving  health 
among  all  nations . 

Nor  was  flic  fhidious,  as  her  degenerate  children  have  fince 
been,  to  confine  the  favour  of  heaven  within  her  own  pale.  Ir 
fhe  had  a  good  wifh  forherfelf,  fhe  had  one  likewife  for  others  ; 
and  therefore  prayed,  that  the  “way”  to  life  eternal  might  be 
“known,”  not  in  Jewry  alone,  but  overall  the  “earth;”  and 
that  the  virtues  of  that  falutary  medicine,  which  was  able  to  re- 
itore  “  health”  and  vigour  to  the  difeafed  and  languifhing  fpi- 
ritsofmen,  might  be  publifhed  “among  all  nations.” 

3 .  Let  the  people  praife  thee,  0  God,  let  all  the  people  praife 
thee. 

As  ifihe  had  faid — Hitherto,  indeed,  bleffed  Lord,  thou  hall 
thought  fit  to  make  me  the  guardian  and  keeper  of  that  great 
depolit,  thy  true  religion,  from  which  the  nations  revolted, 
and  fell:  but  the  time  is  coming,  when,  by  the  Gofpel 
of  thy  dear  Son,  they  (hall  again  be  called  to  the  knowledge  of 
thee,  rhy  glory,  impatient,  as  it  were,  of  any  longer  reftraint, 
and  demanding  a  larger  fphere,  fhail  diffufe  itfelf  like  the  light 
of  heaven,  to  the  ends  of  the  world.  Haften,  then,  O  halten 
.the  dawning  of  that  happy  day,  when  congregations  of  convert¬ 
ed  Gentiles  fhail  every  where  lift  up  their  voices,  and,  perhaps 
in  the  w'ords  of  this  very  Pfalm,  fing  to  thy  praife  and  glory  ! 

4.  0  let  the  nations  be  glad,  and  jing  for  joy  :  for  thou  J halt 
judge  the  people  right  eoufy ,  and  govern  the  nations  upon  the  earth. 

And  a  very  fufficient  caufe,  furely,  is  here  aifigned,  why  the 
“  nations”  fhould  “  be  glad,  and  fing  for  joy,”  upon  the  eredli- 
on  of  Mefliah’s  kingdom  in  the  midlt  of  them  ;  namely,  becaufe 
he  would  “judge  the  people  righteoufly  breaking  the  yoke 
of  the  oppreffor,  and  the  iron  rod  of  the  prince  of  this  world  ; 
becoming  himfelf  an  advocate  in  the  caufe  of  his  church  ;  intro¬ 
ducing  her  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God, 
whofe  fervice  is  perfed  freedom ;  and,  with  a  fceptre,  around 
which  juftice  and  mercy  are  wreathed  together,  “  governing 

the  nations  upon  earth.” 

*5  Let  the  people  praife  thee,  0  God,  let  all  the  people  praife 
thee.  Chorus  repeated,  as  above,  ver.  3. 

6.  Then  fhail  the  earth  yield  her  increafe ;  and  God  even  our 
own  God  (hall  hlefs  us . 

,  Then,  whem  that  long  expefted  time  /hall  arrive,  “  the  earth 
,ha“  y,eld  her  mcreafe;”  the  nations  of  the  world  (hall  be  con- 
vet  te'  to  the  faith,  and  become  fruitful  in  every  good  word  and 
work,  through  the  benediction  of  heaven  upon  them.* 


Univerfae  gentes  ad  Deum 
rerumque  omnium  copia. 


convertentur,  et  elefii  abundabunt  bonis 
Boffuet. 


operi- 


7.  God 
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I-  God  Jh all  hlefs  us,  and  all  the  ends  of  the  eurth  ( hall  fear 

The  evangelical  “  bleffings predicted  in  this  Pfalm,  have 
been  long  iince  poured  out  upon  “  the  ends  of  the  earth  ”  by 
the  bountiful  hand  of  God  in  Chrift.  Let  us  befeech  him  to  add 
yet  this  to  ail  his  other  mercies,  that,  in  return  for  fuch  unmer- 
ued  favours,  the  redeemed  may  have  grace  evermore  to  pay  him 
the  tribute  of  fear  and  obedience,  of  duty  and  love. 

XIII  day.  morning  prayer.  PSALM  LXVIII. 

argument. 

This  beautiful,  foblime,  and  comprehenfive,  but  very  difficult 
Haim,  is  one  of  thofe,  which  the  church  has  appoint¬ 
ed  to  be  uied  on  W  hitfunday.  It  feems  evidently  to 

have  been  compofed  on  that  fehive  and  joyful  occafion,  the 
i  cmoval  of  the  ark  to  mount  Sion.  See  2  Sam.  vi.  1 
Chron.  xv.#  Under  this  figure,  David,  forefeeing  the 
exaltation  of  Meffiah,  fpeaks  of  him,  whom  he  defcribes  1,  2. 
as  arihng,  and  vanquilhing  his  enemies  ;  3 — 6.  as  caufing  the 
faithful  to  rejoice,  and  fhewing  mercy  to  the  afflidled  ;  7 — 
15.  as  bringing  his  church  out  of  bondage,  fupporting  her 
In  the  world  by  the  Word  and  the  Spirit,  purging  away  her 
corruptions,  and  fubduing  her  adverfaries ;  the  ground  work 
being  laid  in  the  hiffory  of  the  Egyptian  deliverance,  the  Man¬ 
na  and  the  Law  given  in  the  wildernefs,  and  the  overthrow 
of  the  Canaanitifh  nations.  16 — 20.  David  returns  tothe  fcene 
before  him,  celebrates  the  afcenlion  of  Chrift,  with  powder 
and  great  glory,  to  the  heavenly  Sion,  and  the  gifts  he  ffiould 
from  thence  pour  down  upon  men  ;  21 — 23.  foretels  the 
vengeance  he  would  take  on  his  oppofers  ;  24 — 28.  fets  forth 
the  order  of  the  church  in  her  fervices  ;  29 — 31.  prediUs 
die  converfion  of  the  nations;  all  of  whom  32 — 35.  he  ex¬ 
horts  to  unite  in  chanting  forth  the  praifes  of  their  God  and 
Saviour. 

1 .  Let  God  arife ,  let  his  enemies  he  fcattered ;  let  them  alfo  that 
hate  him ,  flee  before  him. 

*  The  argument  feems  to  be,  a  prognoftication  of  fuccefs  to  David  and  the 
kingdom  of  Ifrael,  and  vidtory  over  their  enemies,  in  confequence  of  the  manifef- 
tation  of  the  efpecial  prefence  of  God  on  mount  Sion,  and  by  his  power  exerted  in 
their  favour.  In  the  myftical  fenfe,  which  is  authorized  by  St.  Paul,  Eph.  iv. 

8.  it  is,  according  to  Vitringa,  “  Afcenfio  Chrifti  in  ccelos,  et  feflio  ad  dextram 
“  Patris;  et  illius  affedla,  qus  funt  colle&io  et  confervatio  ecclelke,  ac  deftruc- 
“  tio  hoftium  fibi  et  ecclefiae  adverforum.”  Bifhop  Lowth,  in  Merrick’s  An¬ 
notations.  Dr.  Chandler,  in  his  “  Chritical  Hiftory  of  the  life  of  David,”  has 
given  an  admirable  expofition  of  the  literal,  or  hiftorical  fenfe  of  this  Pfalm,  and 
a  v  ry  ingenious  divifion  of  it  into  five  parts,  founded  on  the  fuppofition  of  its 
being  performed  at  the  removal  of  the  ark.  The  author  has  been  greatly  aflifi- 
ed,  in  the  enfuing  comment,  by  the  Dolor’s  expofition,  and  the  reader  will  find 
his  divifion  of  the  Pfalm  inferted, 

Thefe 
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Thefe  words  were  ufed  by  Mofes,  whenever  the  ark  fet  for¬ 
ward  before  the  armies  of  Ifrael,  in  their  progrefs  toward  Ca¬ 
naan.  Num.  x.  35.  David,  in  like  manner,  ufes  them  in  this 
triumphal  hymn,  on  the  removal  of  the  ark  to  the  city  of  Zion. 

1  Chron.  xiii.  and  xv.  Dr.  Chandler  fuppbfes  this  part  of  the 
Pfaim,  from  ver.  1.  to  ver.  6.  inclufive,  to  have  been  fung, 
when  the  Ark  was  taken  up  on  the  flioulders  of  the  Levites* 
The  church  now  celebrates,  in  the  fame  terms,  the  fubftance  of 
the  foregoing  fhadows ;  lhe  fmgs  the  praifes  of  her  Redeemer,, 
rifing  from  the  dead,  and  preceding  the  Ifrael  of  God,  to  the 
true  land  of  promife  ;  when  u  his  enemies/7  the  powers  of  dark- 
nefs,  fin  and  death,  “  were  fcattered,  and  they  that  hated  him 
“  fled  before  him.77  And  the  Chrifhan,  in  the  hour  of  tempta¬ 
tion,  will  always  find  this  verfe  a  moft  powerful  and  profitable 
ejaculation. 

2.  dt  fmoke  is  driven  away,  fo  drive  them  away;  as  wax 
melteth  before  the  fire ,  fo  let  the  wicked  perifh  at  the  prefence  of 
God. 

The  fudden  and  utter  deflxu&ion  of  the  enemies  of  God,  and 
of  his  people,  is  refembled,  firft,  to  the  diflipation  of  “  fmoke, ■ ’> 
which,  though  it  rifes  from  the  earth  in  black  and  tremendous 
clouds,  is  by  the  wind  prefently  brought  to  nothing  ;  fecondly, 
to  the  melting  of  u  wax/7  which,  though  to  appearance,  of  a 
firm  and  folid  confidence,  yet,  when  held  to  the  fire  for  a  few 
minutes,  diffolves,  and  makes  no  tnore  refinance.  So  let  all 
thine  enemies  perifh,  O  Lord,  within  us.  Let  our  vain  imagi¬ 
nations  be  difperfed  before  thy  Spirit,  and  our  corruptions  melt 
and  die  away,  at  the  prefence  of  thy  light  and  thy  truth. 

3.  But  let  the  righteous  be  glad;  let  them  rejoice  before  God \ 
yea  let  them  exceedingly  rejoice. 

A  variety  of  expreffions  is  ufed  in  the  Hebrew,  to  denote  the 
feftive  “  joy”  and  “  delight,”  with  which  the  righteous  celebrate 
the  triumphs  of  their  God  over  his  and  their  enemies,  under  each 
difpenfatiori  refpeftively.  When  the  heart  is  full  of  thefe  fen- 
fations,  it  has  no  deln  e  to  refort  to  the  world,  for  pleafure0 

4.  Sing  unto  God,  (mg  praifes  ur.to  his  name  :  extol  him  that  ri- 
deth  upon  the  heavens.-  by  his  name  jah,  and  rejoice  before  him 

The  prophet  exhorts  the  people  of  God  to  magnify,  with 
Pialms,  and  hymns,  and  fpirituai  fongs,  the  eternal  and  incom¬ 
municable  “  name”  of  him  “  who  was,  and  is,  and  is  to  come  •” 
•who,  deriving  being  front  none,  gives  it  to  all :  and  who,  as  Re¬ 
deemer  of  his  people,  is  exalted  above  the  “  heavens,”  and  all 
the  powers 'therein  ;  above  the  gods  of  the  nations ;  acknowledg¬ 
ed  and  glorified  by  faints  and  angels ;  feared  and  tremble  at  by 
ungodly  men,  and  evil  fpirits.*  3 

*  The  Idea  of  “  riding  on  the  heavens”  furnifhed  by  our  tranflation  is  here 
allowed,  becaufe  a'aciTC  3“!*?  in  the  33d  verfe,  ferns  Jo  be  exadlly  ’parallel. 

5.  But 
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5;  4  father '  of  the  father lefs,  and  a  judge  of  the  widows  is  Cod 
in  his  holy  habitation. 

After  a  deicriptiori  of  God's  “  majefty,”  the  Pfalmift  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  make  mention  of  his  “mercy”  towards  the  afflicW 
Ifraelites,  who  had  fufferedfo  much,  in  Egypt,  and  in  the  wilder- 
nefs.  The  caufe  of  the  “  fatherlefs  and  widow"  he  rakes  into 
his  own  hands.  But  never  did  he  do  this  in  fo  full  and  exten- 
hvre  a  manner,  as  when,  by  becoming  man,  he  betrothed  the 
church  to  himfelf,  in  righteoufnefs,  and  became  a  father  to  her 
fatherlefs  children. 

6.  God  fetteth  the  folitary  in  families ;  he  hringeth  out  thofe 
which  are  bound  in  chains ,  hut  the  rebellious  dwell  in  a  dry  land. 

The  “  lolitary,  or  defiitute,”  in  this  verfe,  are  the  fame 
perfons  with  the  “  fatherlefs  and  widow,"  in  the  foregoing  ; 
thofe,  as  Dr.  Chandler  obferves,  whofe  fathers  and  families  had 
been  deilroyed  in  Egypt,  or  fallen  in  the  wiidernefs ;  who, 
therefore,  were  left  alone,  deftitute  of  help.  Thefe  God  af¬ 
terwards  “  made  to  fit  down  in  families,”  blelfed  them  with 
a  numerous  progeny,  and  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  domeftie 
felicity.  Thus  hath  fince  been  manifefted  the  fame  tender  care 
of  heaven,  in  calling  home  the  wretched  outcafts  among  the 
nations,  and  admitting  them  into  the  holy  and  happy  family 
of  the  children  of  God.  Another  inhance  of  God's  mercy, 
mentioned  in  this  verfe,  is  that  he  “  bringeth  out  thofe  which 
(£  are  bound  with  chains,”  delivering  his  people  from  a  fpiritual, 
as  he  once  did  Ifrael  from  a  temporal  bondage.  “  But  the  re¬ 
bellious,”  the  ungodly  and  impenitent,  “  dwell  in  a  dry  land,”  in 
a  fpiritual  defart,  where  no  waters  of  life,  of  comfort,  and  fab 
vation  flow.  Such  is  the  hate  of  the  rebellious  Jews  at  this  day, 
like  that  of  their  murmuring  predeceffors,  in  the  wiidernefs. 
This  alluhon,  fays  Bifhop  Lowth,  to  the  deliverance  from  the 
Egyptian  bondage,  and  the  dehrudlion  of  the  murmurers  in  the 
delert,  brings  in,  with  great  eafe,  the  full  fubject  of  the  Exodus, 
in  the  next  verfe. 

7.  0  Codf  when  thou  went efl  forth  before  thy  people  ;  when  thou 

didjl  march  through  the  wiidernefs :  8.  The  earth  fhook ,  the  hea¬ 

vens  alfo  dropped  at  the  prefence  of  God ;  even  Sinai  itfelf  was 
moved  at  the  prefence  of  G^d,  the  God  ©/  Ifrael . 

This  part  of  the  Pfalrn,  from  ver.  7,  to  ver.  14.  is  the  fe- 
cond  in  Dr.  Chandler's  divifion.  It  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
fung,  when  the  proceflion  began,  and  to  have  lafled,  till  mount 
Sion  was  in  view.  The  prophet  goes  back  to  commemorate  the 
wonders  wrought  for  Ifrael,  when  Jehovah,  by  his  prefence  in 

But  Bilhop  Lowth,  Mr.  Merrick,  and  Dr.  Chaudler  render  DT DDT? 

«  Prepare  the  way  for  him  who  rideth  through  the  deferts,”  i.  e.  who  rode  up¬ 
on  the  cherubim,  through  the  wiidernefs ;  alluding  to  the  paflage  of  the  Ark. 
This  conftru&ion  feems  moft  agreeable  to  the  common  ufage  of  the  words  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  original.  Either  way,  the  idea  is  truly  great  and  fublime. 

the 
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the  cloudy  pillar,  condu&ed  them  through  the  wildernefs;  when, 
defending  to  deliver  the  law,  he  bowed  the  heavens,  and  (hook 
the  earth,  and  caufed  Sinai  to  quake  from  its  foundations. 
The  Chriftian  church,  (inging  this  Pfahn  on  the  day  of  Pen- 
tecoft,  commemorates,  under  thefe  terms  and  figures,  her  re¬ 
demption  from  the  fpiritual  Egypt,  by  the  refurrection  of  Jefus 
with  mighty  figns  and  wonders,  and  the  fucceeding  delivery  of 
the  new  law  from  mount  Sion,  after  the  defcent  of  the  Holy  Spi¬ 
rit  ;  by  which  the  old  Jewifii  difpenfation  vvasfhakeu  and  remo¬ 
ved,  to  make  way  for  one  that  Ihould  la  ft  for  ever.  See  Heb. 
xii.  18 — 28. 

9.  Thou,  0  God ,  did '(l  fend  a  plentiful ,  Heb.  a  free,  liberal, 
or,  gracious  rain ,  whereby  thou  did 'ft  confirm  thine  inheritance 
•tv hen  it  was  weary . 

As  the  heavens,  at  the  command  of  God,  rained  down  manna, 
&c.  to  ftrengthen  and  refrefti  the  well  nigh  famiflied  people,  in 
the  wildernefs;  fo,  by  the  defcent  of  the  Spirit  from  above, 
bringing  with  him  the  word  of  life,  the  church,  in  her  infant 
and  languid  ftate,  was  mightily  confirmed  and  invigorated. 

10.  Thy  congregation  bath  dwelt  therein:  thou ,  0  God,  haft 
prepared  of  thy  goodne/s  for  the  poor . 

In  the  former  verfe,  the  Pfalmift  tell  us,  that  God  hath  con¬ 
firmed,  refrelhed  and  revived  his  inheritance,  by  the  plentiful 
and  as  it  were  voluntary  (bowers  of  bread  and  flefb,  that  he  raiu- 
ed  down  upon  them,  in  thefe  words,  Dr.  Chandler  appre¬ 
hends,  he  lpeaks  of  the  manner,  as  well  as  abundance  of  the. 

|ood  thus  given  them  •  and  renders  the  verfe  thus _ “ 

1  hy  food,  or,  As  to  tny  food,”  the  food  which  thou  gaveft  them, 
“7UW'  They  dwelt  -in  the  raidft  of  it  ;  Thou  didft  prenare* 
“  °  God>  by  thy  goodncfs,  for  the  poor.”  Thus  the  hiftorv 
informs  us,  that  the  manna  covered  by  the  dew,  "  lay  round  a- 
“  bout  ^ie  ho  ft;”  and  that  the  quails  were  let  fall  by  the  camp, 
c<  about  a  day’s  journey  on  one  fide,  and  a  day’s  journey  on  the 
Ci  other,  round  about  the  camp.”  Exod.  xvi.  13.  Numb.  xi. 
31.  This  was  literally  “  dwelling  in  the  tnidft  of  the  food  God 
“  had  provided  for  them.”  By  the  miniftration  of  the  word 
and  facraments,  m  the  Chriftian  church,  the  true  manna,  the 
bread  which  cometh  down,  with  the  dew  of  God’s  bk fling  from 
heaven,  is  continually  fumifhed,  for  the  nounfhment  ofthofe 
who  “  hunger  and  thirft  after  righteoufnefs  ”  It  “ 
“round  about  the  camp,-  and  “  as  to  this  thy  food  »  O  Go'! 
we,  thy  favoured  people,  have  the  happiuefs  to  “  dwell  in  the 
fiiidlt  ol  tt  :  thus  “  thou  haft  prepared,  of  thy  goodnel's,  for 
“  the  poor  m  (pirn.”  ; 

CJpSwaT  s“‘ ,i!  s"“  «*  *  “W  "f  "»fi 

lie  who  (upplied  his  people  with  food  in  the  wildernefs,  ena¬ 
bled 
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bled  them  likewife  to  vanquish  the  numerous  enemies,  that  op. 
poled  them  in  their  paffage  through  it,  the  Amalekites,  the  Amo- 
rites,  the  Midianites,  the  Moabites,  &c.  With  refped  to  all 
theie  enemies,  “  the  Lord  gave  the  word.”  The  Ifraelites  en¬ 
gaged  them,  by  his  order  ;  See  Numb.  xxi.  34.  xxv.  17.  and, 
under  his  conduct  and  bleffmg,  obtained  the  victory  over  them. 
When  the  enemies  of  man’s  falvation  were  vanquilhed  by  the  re- 
furreftion  of  Chrift,  and  the  heathen  nations  were  to  own  his 
power,  again  “  the  Lord  gave  the  word.”  It  was  publiffled,  at 
hr  ft,  by  apoflles,  confeffors,  and  martyrs,  and  hath  been  fmce 
publilhed  continually,  by  all  the  churches,  who  celebrate  in  their 
fie  vices  the  vidories  of  their  Redeemer,  as  in  old  time,  pro¬ 
phets  and  prophe cedes,  Mqfes,  Aaron,  Miriam,  Deborah  and 
others,  with  the  armies  of  Ifrael  fang  triumphal  longs,  on  oc~ 
caftan  of  temporal,  but  figurative  conquefts. 

12.  *  Kings  with  their  armies  did  flee  apace :  H  zb.  fled  away  e 
i  away  :  and fhe  that  tarried  at  home  divided  the Jpoil. 

When  God,  by  the  hand  of  Moles,  and  his  fuccelTor  Jolhua, 
led  his  people,  through  the  wilderness,  into  the  land  of  promife, 
the  kings  of  Canaan,  with  their  mighty  bolls,  were  difeomfited  ; 
and  the  women  of  Ifrael,  who  “tarried  at  home,  divided  the 
“fpuil”  of  their  vanquished  enemies.  After  the  conqueft  of  the 
Midianites,  as  Dr.  Chandler  obferves,  God  ordered  the  prey  to 
be  divided  between  them  who  went  out  on  that  expedition,  and 
the  reft  of  the  congregation,  who  continued  in  their  tents. 
Numb.  xxxi.  27.  Thus,  in  the  fpiritual  war,  apoftles,  confeffors, 
and  martyrs  went  out  to  the  battle,  fought,  and  conquered  ; 
while  the  benefits  of  the  victory  extended  to  thoufands  and  mil- 
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lions,  who  without  being  expofed  to  their  conflicts  and  torments, 
have  enjoyed  the  fruit  of  their  labours. 

t  3.  Though  ye  halve  Hen  amone?  the  pots ,  yet  dial  I  ye  be  as  the 
wings  of  a  dove  covered  with  fiver ,  an 
gold, 

O 

By  “lying  among  the  pots,”  for  “in  duft  and  allies,”  is  e- 
vidently  denoted  a  ftate  of  affliction  and  wretchednefs,  like  that 
of  Ifrael  in  Egypt,  which  was  exchanged  for  one  of  the  utmoft 
dignity  and  Iplendour,  in  Canaan  ;  one  as  different  from  the  for¬ 
mer,  as  a  caldron,,  djfcoloured  by  fmoke  and  ’  foot,  is  from  the 
bright  and  beautiful  plumage  of  an  eaftern  dove,  glittering  in- 


d  her  feathers  with  yellow 


Bifhop  Lowth  thinks,  with  Dr.  Hammond,  that  this  verfe  was  the  Song* 
lung  by  the  choir,  mentioned  in  the  verfe  preceding.  Dr.  Chandler  adds  the 
next  verfe  to  it. 

f  My  worthy  and  learned  friend,  Mr.  Parkhurft,  in  his  Hebrew  Lexicon, 
gives  the  following  account  of  the  word  ji nfflg  (derived  from  the  word  ^3*^7 
to  “  put  or  fet  any  thing  in  order) — rows  of  Hones,  on  which  the  chaldrons  cr 
“  pots  were  placed.  Lying  among  theie  denotes  the  moll  abject  llavery;  for 
<c  this  was  the  place  of  red:  allotted  to  the  vilefl  Haves.”  So  our  tranllators  ren¬ 
der  it,  in  the  margin  of  Ezek.  xh  43,  Dr.  Chandler  adopts  the  fame  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  the  word. 

'  .  -  terchangeably 


\ 
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terchangeably,  as(  with  {liver  and  gold.  I  hus  thechmch  of 
Ghrift,  emerged  from  aflate  of  perlecution  and  tiiouution,  iij- 
to  one  of  fpleridour  and  magnificence.  And  inch  is  the  change 
made  in  the  fpiritual  condition  of  any  man,  when  he ^paJesfiOiii 
the  bondage  of  corruption,  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  ions  of 
God  ;  he  is  inverted  with  the  robe  oi  righteoufnels,  and  adorn¬ 
ed  with  the  graces  of  the  Spirit  of  holinefs. . 

14  .When  the  Almighty  [cutter e d  kings  in  it,  it  iocs  white  us  flow 

in  Salmon . 

The  purport  of  this  difficult  verfe  feems  to  be,  that  an  was 
white  as  fnow,  i.  e  all  was  brightnefs,  joy,  and  fertivity,  aoout 
mount  Salmon,  abtfn  when  the  Almighty,  fighting  for 

his  people  Ifrael,  vanquilhed  their  enemies,  ro  in,  or  aoout  that 

part  of  the  country.  .  r 

15.  The  hill  of  God  is  as  the  hill  of  Bafan;  an  high  hill,  as  tee 

hill  of  Bafan. 

When  the  ark  came  in  view  of  mount  Sion,  the  place  cf  its 
fixed  refidence  for  the  future,  and  probably  when  they  began  to 
afeend  it,  Dr.  Chandler  apprehends,  this  and  the  two  following 
verfes  were  fung.  And  if  thefe  words  be  read  with  an  interro¬ 
gation,  he  conceives  they  will  appear  fuitable  to  the  occafon, 
and  worthy  of  the  genuine  fpirit  of  poetry.  u  1  he  hill  of  God/* 
that  hill  which  God  hath  chofen  to  inhabit,  “is  it  the  hill  of 
“  Bafhan,  the  hill  with  its  craggy  eminences,  the  hill  or  Bafhan?” 
Bafhan  may  boaft  of  its  proud  eminences,  its  high  fummits  ;  but 
is  that  the  hill,  where  God  will  fix  his  refidence  ?  I  he  prophet 
(peaks  of  Balkan  with  contempt  and  difdain,  in  corr.parifon  of 
Sion.  And  this  agrees  well  with  what  immediately  follows — 

16.  Why  leap  ye,  or,  why  look  ye  afkance  with  envy,  ye  high 
hills P  This  is  the  hill  which  God  dejireth  to  dwell  in:  yea,  the 
Lord  will  abide  in  it  for  ever . 

The  Pfalmirt,  in  commemoratingGod’s  former  mercies  and  lo¬ 
ving  kindnertes,  having  been  led  to  mention  the  towering  hills 
of  Salmon  and  Bafhan,  by  a  mafterly  tranfition,  fuddenly  refumes 
his  original  fubject,  with  a  beautiful  apoflrophe  to  thole  moun¬ 
tains,  letting  them  know,  that  however  proudly  they  might  lift 
up  their  heads  above  the  reft,  or,  in  the  language  of  poetry, 
“  look  afkance  with  envy/*  on  mount  Sion,  yet  this  was  the 
mount,  which  Jehovah  had  determined  to  honour  with  his  fpeci- 
al  prefence;  thither  he  was  now  afeending,  with  the  ark  of  his 
{Length  ;  and  there,  between  the  cherubims,  in  the  place  pre¬ 
pared  for  him,  he  would  “  ‘dwell  for  ever  f  till  the  old  difpen- 
fation  would  be  at  an  end,  till  the  glory  of  the  Lord  fbouki  be 
revealed  in  human  nature  ;  till  God  fhould  be  manifeit  in  the  lie fb ; 
and  the  true  tabernacle  and  temple  fhould  fucceed  the  typical. 
After  that,  the  privileges  of  Sion  were  transferred  to  the  Chrifti- 
an  churchy  fhe  became,  and,  while  the  world  lafts,  will  continue 

to 
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o  be  til-  hill  in  which  God  ddighteth  ro  dwell  ■  ”  f)3e  will 

therefore  be  jufily  entitled  to  the  pre-eminence  overall  ,£ 
cent  tp  be  great  and  glorious  in  the  world.  V 

17.  The  chariots  of  Cod  are  twenty  thoufand ,  even  thoufands  of 

angels:  or,  thoufands  repeated'  th^  I  nun  ic  ./ 

V°  •  .  w?  ,  /  ,  'tpcaiea.  Lord,  is  among  them  as  i« 

r :  lnjf f  /;-0/Z  ^lace  5  <,r>  «  «»  the  Sanctuary. 

1  he  P  almilf,  in  the  preceding  verfe,  had  declared  Sion  to 
be  the  habitation  of  Jehovah.  In  this  verfe  is  del'cribed  the  rna- 
jdfy  and  magnificence  of  his  appearance  there,  as  a  mighty  con¬ 
queror  o,  the  enemies  of  his  people,  riding  upon  the  cherubim, 
as  in  a  triumphal  chariot,  with  all  the  hofts  of  heaven,  as  it  were 
in  his  retinue.  I  bus  God  defeended  on  Sinai,  with  the  fire, 
the  cloud,  and  the  glory;  thus  he  manifefled  himfelf,  when  ta- 
kmg  pofTeflion  of  “  the  holy  place”  prepared  for  him  in  Sion  •  2 

Tvwr’i,  V‘  3n<  fome  ,uch  manner  we  may  fuppofe  king 
Mejhah  to  have  entered  heaven  at  his  afeenfion,  when  he  went  np 

in  the  clouds,  with  power  and  great  glory,  and  all  the  attendant 
.pints  joined  h:s  tram,  rejoicing  to  minitter  to  their  Lord,  and 
uicreale  trie  pomp  and  fplendour  of  that  glorious  day. 

„=  1 S/  ff:w  haJ*  fceeded  0,1  hi£h,  riou  hajt  led  captivity  captives 
■  ■  u  haj.  ,  ecetved gi}U  for  men;  yea  for  the  rebellious  alfo,  that 
tae  Lord  God  might  dwell  among  them.  *  .. 

When  the  ark  had  alcended  mount  Sion,  and  was  depofit, 
et  in  tne  place  afTigned  for  it,  the  fingers  are  fuppofed,  by  Dr. 

- hancuer,  to  have  proceeded  with  this  part  of  the  Pfalm,  in 
winch  tney  ce.ebrate  the  afeenfion  of  their  God  and  King,  by 
tae  fymbol  of  his  prefence,  to  the  heights  of  Sion,  after  having 
itibdued  their  enemies,  and  enriched  his  people  with  the  fpoil  of 
the  vanquifked,  and  the  gifts  of  the  tributary  nations;  of  which 
iimcn  was  probably  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  tabernacle 
and  afterwards  in  the  building  of  the  temple,  firit  defigned  by 
.t^avid,  tnai  tne  Lord  God  might  dwell,”  and  have  a  fixed  per¬ 
manent  habitation,  among  his  people.  But  this  whole  tranfaefi- 
on,  like  many  others  of  old,  being  a  figurative  one,  the  Apoflle, 
•Epliel.  iv.  S.  has  applied  the  words  before  us  to  our  bleffed 
Saviour,  (the  true  ark,  on  which  the  glory  refted,)  whoper- 
iona.ly  alcended  up  to  the  higheft  heavens,  led  captivity  captive, 
by  tiiumphing  over  his  conquered  enemies,  and  having  received 
gifts  from  his  heavenly  Father,  as  the  fruits  of  his  victory,  gave 
them  unto  men,  as  was  molt  conducive  to  the  eftablifbment  of 

bis^chiircn,  “  that  the  Lord  God  might  dwell  among  them. _ 

“  Thou  half  afeended  on  high  ;”  Thou,  O  Chriff,  whodidff  de- 
feend,  from  the  right  hand  of  the  Majeffy  in  the  heavens,  to 
the  lower  parts  of  the  earth,  art  again  afeended,  from  the  low. 

{‘r  Pni'ts  of  the  earth,  to  the  right  hand  of  the  majefly  in  the  hea¬ 
vens  :  “  thou  half  led  captivity  captive  ;”tbou  baft  conquered  the 
t.onqucroi ,  bound  tne  ftrong  one,  redeemed  human  nature  from 
■ '  '  ,  the 
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the  grave,  and  triumphantly  carried  it,  with  thee,  to  the  throne 
of  God  ;  “  thou  had  received  gifts  for  men,  yea,  for  the  rebelli- 
“  ous  alfo ;”  and  being  thus  alcended  into  thy  glory,  thou  had 
received  of  the  Father  the  promife  of  the  Spirit,  with  all  his  gifts 
and  graces,  to  bedow  upon  the  fons  of  men  ;*  even  upon  fuch 
as  heretofore  have  not  only  broken  thy  laws,  but  appeared  in 
arms  agaioft  thee  ;  yet  of  fuch  as  thefe,  converted  by  the  power 
of  thy  gofpel,  wilt  thou  form  and  edablilh  a  church  ;  “  that  the 
“Lord  God  may  dwell  among  them  that  fo,  of  thy  faithful 
people,  gathered  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  may  be  built  up  a 
living  temple,  “an  habitation  of  God  through  the  Spirit. ” 

19.  Blefledbe,  the  Lord,  who  daily  loadeth  us  with  benefits: 
Heb.  carries ,  or,  Jupports  us  ;  even  the  God  of  our  falvation .  20. 
He  that  is  our  God  is  the  God  of  falvation  ;  and  unto  God  the  Lord 
belong  the  iffues  from  death ,  Heb.  the  goings  forth  to  death ,  or, 
of  death . 

The  preceding  Purvey  of  God’s  difpenfations  condraineth  the 
church  to  break  out  into  an  a <d  of  praife,  and  to  blefs  the  prefer- 
ver  of  men,  the  author  of  eternal  “  falvaticn  ;”  in  whofe  hands 
are  “  the  goings  forth  of  death  ;”  in  other  words,  who  has  “  the 
e(  keys  of  death  and  the  grave;”  Rev.  i.  18.  who  is  poffeffed  of 
power  to  confine,  and  to  releale  ;  to  kill,  and  to  make  alive. 

21.  But  God  fhall  wound  the  head  of  his  enemies :  and  the  hai¬ 
ry  fcalp ,  or,  crown  of  fuch  an  one  as  goeth  on  fill  in  his  trejpaf 

est  ( 

The  meaning  is — God  fhall  drike  deep,  or  exhaud  the  blood 
of  the  head  of  his  enemies,  even  the  hairy  crown  of  him  that  goes 
on  in  his  guilty  practices;  where  the  emphafis  confiftsin  the  de- 
fcription  of  God’s  enemies,  who  were  fuch  as  perfevered  in  their 
criminal  adtions.  This  verfe  begins  a  prediction  of  that  ven¬ 
geance,  which  the  perfon,  who  was  “  afcended  on  high,”  would 
infallibly  execute  upon  his  impenitent  enemies,  and  which  was 
ihadowed  forth  in  the  deftrudtion  of  the  enemies  of  Jfrael,  by 
David,  after  that  the  ark  of  God  was  placed  upon  the  hill  of  Sion. 
See  2  Sam.  viii.  The  exprefllons,  “the  head,”  and  the  hairy 
“  crown,”  denote  the  principal  part,  the  ltrength,  the  pride, 
and  the  glory  of  the  adverfary,  which  was  to  be  cradled,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  original  fentence ;  “  He  fhall  bruife  thy  head.”  Gen. 
iii.  15. 

22.  The  Lord  f  'aid,  I  will  bring  again  from  Bafloan;  1  will 
bring  my  people  again  from  the  depths  of  the  fea;  23.  That  thy 

*  The  Pfalmift  mentions  thefe  gifts  as  received :  “  thou  haft  received  gifts 

for  men;”  the  apoftle,  in  his  citation,  fheweth  us  the  end  for  which  they 
were  received;  “  He  gave  gifts  unto  men.”  Or  rather,  as  the  beft  critics  have 
obferved,  in  the  Hebrew  idiom,  to  “  take  gifts  for  another,”  is  the  fame  as  to 
“  give  them  to  another.”  Thus  we  read,  I  Kings  iii.  24.  “  Take  me  a  fword;” 

3.  e.  give,  or  bring  it  me,  Gen.  xviii.  5.  “  I  will  take  a  bit  of  bread;”  i.  e. 

for  you,  or  to  give  it  you— “  and  comfort  ye  your  hearts.” 
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foot  may  be  dipped  in  the  blood  of  thine  enemies:  and  the  towue  of 
thy  dogs  in  the  fame.  *  J 

Abner,  in  his  conference  with  the  elders  of  Ifrael,  to  brin-r 
them  over  to  David’s  interest,  tells  them,  “  The  Lord  hath  foot 
“  kei!  °f  David,  faying,  By  the  hand  of  my  fervant  Davidr  I 
“  will  fave  my  people  Ifrael,  out  of  the  hand  of  the  Philiftines 
“  and  out  of  the  hand  of  all  their  enemies.”  2  Sam.  iv.  8. 
Thus  Jehovah  had  promifed  to  repeat  in  Ifrael,  by  David,  his 
glo,  .ous  acts  j  to  woik  as  fjgr.al  vitifories  and  deliverances  for 
his  people,  as  he  had  formerly  done  in  the  field  of  Bafban,  and 
at  the  red  lea  ;  when  they  faw  their  enemies  dead  at  their  feet. 
By  the  glorious  refurre<3ion,  and  triumphant  afcenfion  of  kirnr 
Mefliah,  by  the  conquefts  of  the  Gofpel,  and  the  unparalleled  o- 
verthrow  of  its  oppofers,  were  thefe  figures  realized,  and  thefe 
lljadows  changed  into  fubflances. 

24.  They  havefeen  thy  goings ,  or,  marches  in  proceffon,  0  Cod ; 
even  the  goings,  or,  marches  of  my  Cod,  my  King,  in,  or,  into 
the  fandluary. 

When  the  ark  was  fafely  depofited,  the  facrifices  were  offered, 
the  indemnity  well  nigh  concluded,  and  the  whole  aflembly  about 
to  return  back,  Dr.  Chandler  luppofes  the  fingers  to  have  (truck 
up,  and  joined  in  the  remaining  part  of  this  noble  anthem. 
Thefe  words  contain  a  fort  of  triumph,  becaufe  this  great  work, 
of  tranflating  the.  ark,  was  now  fo  happily  accomplifhed.  The 
people  of  llrael  had  a  pledge  and  earned  of  thole  mighty  things 
which  God  would  do  for  them,  by  the  joyful  and  victorious  man- 
uer,  in  which,  with  the  ark  of  his  prefence,  he  had  taken  pof- 
feffion  of  the  place  prepared  for  him  on  mount  Sion,  and  gone 
**  3nto  the  fanCtuaryT-  A  like  pledge  and  earned  of  her  future 
enlagement  and  exaltation,  was  the  afcenfion  of  her  Lord  and 
Head,  to  the  Chnftian  church. 

25*  The  fingers  went  before ,  the  players  on  inflruments  follow¬ 
ed  after ;  among ft  them  were  the  damfels  playing  with  timbrels . 

The  joy  and  gladnefs,  expreffed  by  David,  and  the  houfe  of 
Ifrael,  when  in  folemn  procefljon,  with  the  found  of  vocal  and 
indrumental  mufic,  they  “  brought  up  the  ark  of  Jehovah,  and 
fet  it  in  its  place,”  2  Sam.  vi.  5,  15,  17.  may  be  conlidered 
as  a  prelude  to  that  voice  of  cmiverfal  exultation,  with  which  the 
Chridian  church,  in  her  holy  fervices,  doth  now  celebrate  there- 
furreCtion  and  afcenfion  of  her  Redeemer. 

26.  Dlefs ye  God  in  the  congregations ,  even  the  Lord,  from 
the  fountain  of  Ifrael. 

ie  Rlefsye  God  in  the  congregations;^  in  this  form  of  words, 
the  llrael  ites  are  luppoied,  when  accompanying  the  ark,  to  have 
reciprocally  exhorted  and  encouraged  each  other  to  exert  their 
utmod  powers  in  the  facred  employment  of  blefling  and  thank¬ 
ing  God  :  “  even  the  Lord  from  the  fountain  of  Ifrael  “  the 

fountain 
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fountain  of  lfrael’fls  the  fame  with  the  u  flock,  or  family  of  IP 
rael.”  See  Ifal.  xlviii.  1.  The  fenfe  of  this  latter  claule  there* 
fere  is,  u  Bids  the  Lord,  ye  who  are  fprung  from  the  flock  of 
“  Ifrael thus  is  the  duty  of  ble fling  and  thankfgiving  enfor¬ 
ced  on  the  congregations  of  the  faithful,  in  all  ages. 

27.  There  is  little  Benjamin  with  their  ruler ,  the  princes  cf  Ju¬ 
dah,  and  their  counfel y  the  princes  of  Zebulun ,  and  the  princes  of 
Napthali. 

The  literal  rendering  of  thisverfe  is — u  There  is  littleBcn- 
a  jamin  their  ruler,  the  princes  of  Judah  their  council,  the  prin- 
u  ces  of  Zebulun,  and  the  princes  of  Napthali. ”  In  this  enu¬ 
meration  of  the  tribes  of  Ifrael,  that  wereprefent  at  the  remo¬ 
val  of  the  ark,  four  only  are  mentioned  ;  Benjamin  and  Judah, 
who  dwelt  neareftto  the  city  oi  David  ;  Zebulun  and  Naptha¬ 
li,  who  were  the  fartheft  diflant  from  it ;  to  {hew,  as  Dr.  Chand¬ 
ler  obferves,  the  unanimity  of  the  whole  nation,  and  of  all  the 
tribes  far  and  near,  in  attending  this  folemnity,  to  teflify  their 
willing  acknowledgement  of  David  for  their  king,  and  the  city 
of  David  for  their  capital,  where  all  the  great  folemni ties  of  re¬ 
ligion  (hould  be  performed,  and  their  annual  feftivals  continually 
celebrated  Benjamin,  though  the  youngefl  tribe,  is  named  firft, 
and  called  the  u  ruler  f  becaufe  from  that  tribe  fprang  Saul, 
the  firft  king  of  Ifrael.  The  attendance  of  this  tribe  Ihevved, 
that  all  envy  and  oppofition  to  David  from  Saul’s  party, was  at 
an  end.  Upon  David’s  acceflion  to  the  crown,  Judah  became 
the  royal  tribe,  and  fupported  the  throne  by  its  counfels.  Zebu- 
Ion  and  Napthali  were  tribes  of  eminent  learning  and  knowledge. 
See  Gen.  xlix.  21.  Judg.  v.  14.  Thus,  after  the  publication 
of  the  Gofpei,  the  nations  flocked  into  the  church,  both  thofe 
that  were  near,  and  thofe  that  were  afar  off :  power,  wifdom,  and 
learning,  fubmitted  themfelves  to  the  kingdom,  and  confpired  to 
fet  forth  the  glory  of  Mefliah. 

f  28.  Thy  God  hath  commanded  thy  ftrength  ;  Jlrengthen ,  0  Cody 
that  which  thou  haft  wrought  for  us. 

The  former  part  of  this  verfe  contains  a  comfortable  aflbrance 
given  to  the  church,  that  God  had  made  provilion,  and  iffued  out 
orders,  for  her  eflabliihment  and  fecurity.  In  the  latter  claufe 
is  a  prayer,  that  he  would  accomplitfi  all  his  counfels  concerning 
her  ;  and,  as  he  had  begun  a  good  work,  fo  that  he  would  vouch- 
fafe  to  perfect  it,  unto  the  day  of  the  Lord. 

2p»  Becaufe  of  thy  temple  at  J erufnem,  f Jo  all  kings  Inina  pre- 
fnts  unto  thee. 

David  fore  tel  s,  tnat  on  the  eflabliihment  of  the  then  church 
and  worfhip  in  Jerufalem,  the  kings  of  the  Gentiles  (hould  come, 
and  make  their  oblations  at  the  *  temple  of  God  •  which  hap- 

*'Pe  tabe™c!e h  called  Van,  I  Sam. iii.  3.  Tlrs might,  otherwife,  feem in- 
confiftent  with  the  fuppofed  occafion  of  the  Pfalm,  and  the  times  of  David,  when 
tnere  was  yet  no  temple  there.  Bifhop  Lowth. 

pened 
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pc!!ei  m  *liS  Tiys,  an^  of  his  Son  Solomon,  as  an  earned 

X  r  r  •  5  '  ?“  10  ,ite  P'“e  law  illy., 

cr  the  Gofpel.  See  2  Sam.  vni.  g._u.  ,  Kings  v.  x  , 

24.  2  Caron,  ix.  23.  Ifai.  lx.  3,6.  Matt.  ii.  u.  R-ev’ 

w  3°-  Rsbuke  the  company  offpearmen,  the  multitude  of  the  bulls 
^■^ca.ves  of  toe  people,  till  every  o ne  fubmit  himfelf  with  pieces 
VjL\\d r \  *  ^  titter  thou  the  people  that  deligbt  in  war . 

thp  Tr  r^nhete  afr°ph?tical  prayer  aSainft  the  enemies  of 
t  ie  lit  aelitifli  church.  The  whole  verfe,  when  literally  tranlla- 

ted,  runs  thus*--"  Rebuke  the  wild  bead  of  the  reeds,  the  con- 
„  &reSarion  oF  the,  .II1Jghty  among  the  calves  of  the  nations, 

«  ?r  .cxult,nE>  WIth  P^ces  of  Giver ;  fcatter  the  people 

that  delight  m  war.”  By  the  “  wild  bead  of  the  reeds,”  is 

tl"  °e  Undf.^lood  the  EgyP^an  power,  deferibed  by  its  emblem, 
r  ur°^T(  1  ornver  creaturesliving  among  the  “reeds” 
of  th,e  ^lle*  The  “  calves  of  the  nations”  intend  the  obieds  of 
worlnip  among  the  Egyptians,  their  Apis,  OGris,  &c.  around 
which  the  <*  congregation  of  the  mighty”  afTembled.  And  by 
*  neir  kipping  with  “  or  exulting  in  pieces  of  diver,”  may  either 
>e  meant  their  dancing  at  their  idolatrous  fedivals,  with  the  tink¬ 
ling  mdruments,  called  “  Sidra,”  which  might  be  made  of 
diver ;”  or  elfe  it  may  imply  their  “  glorying  in  pieces  of  Gl- 
vei,  or  in  their  “  riches.”  The  lad  member  of  the  verfe  is 
plain,  ‘  Scatter  the  people  that  delight  in  war”.  The  whole  is 
e v 1  den ty ,  a  prayer  of  the  prophet  to  this  effed,  that  it  would 
please  God  to  bring  down  and  overthrow  the  drength,  the  pride 
and  the  idolatry  of  Egypt,  that  ancient  adverfary  and  oppreffor 
of  Jlrael*.  The  Chriftian  church,  in  like  manner,  through 
faith  m  the  power  of  her  Lord,  rilen  from  the  dead,  and  afeend- 
ed  into  heaven,  prayeth  for  the  confuhon  of  her  implacable  ene¬ 
mies,  who  delight  in'oppofing  the  kingdom  of  Mefliah. 

31.  Princes ,  or,  ambaffadors  Jhall  come  out  of  Egypt ;  Ethio¬ 
pia /ball  foon  Jlretch  out  her  hands  unto  God . 

The  hodile  powers  being  overthrown,  and  the  church  of  If - 
1  ael  fully  edaolifhed,  the  nations  around  her,  even  thofe  which 

Increpa  Regem  Egypti  populo  tuo  invidentem,  increpa  etiam  Optimates  qui 
inter  populos  honore  et  viribus  eminent,  argenteis  clavis,  vel  aliis  infignibus  ornati. 
Bolluet.  See  Bifhop  Lowth,  Praeledt.  vi.  ad.  fin.  edit.  8vo.  The  fenfe  of  the 
■verfe  cannot  be  better  exprelTed,  than  it  is  by  Mr.  Merrick,  in  his  verfion. 

The  beaft,  that  from  his  reedy  bed, 

On  Nile’s  proud  banks,  uplifts  the  head, 

Rebuke,  indignant;  nor  the  throng 
Forget,  from  whofe  mifguided  tongue 
The  heifer  and  the  grazing  fteer 
The  offer’d  vow,  unconfcious,  hear; 

While  to  the  filver’s  tinkling  found. 


Eheir  feet  in  folemn  dance  rebound* 


Gad 

*  1 


22  t 
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had  been  mod  given  to  idolatry,  fuedfor  her  friendfhip,  and  came 
to  Jerufalem  with  their  gifts  and  oblations;  as,  in  like  manner 
after  the  defeat  of  Maxentius  and  Maxim  in,  the  Roman  empire, 
with  all  its  tributary  provinces,  was  added  to  the  churcn  of 
L  in*  1  d 

32.  Sing  unto  God,  ye  kingdoms  of  the  earth :  0  (mg  praifes 
unto  the  Lord. 

“  Rapt  into  future  times,' the  prophet  exhorteth,  not  Judea 
only,  but  all  “  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth, ”  to  unite  in  chanting 
forth  the  praifes  of  their  God  and  Saviour.  In  the  fulneis  of 
time,  this  exhortation  was  heard  and  obeyed,  lor  Eufebius 
thus-deferibes  the  date  of  the  church,  in  the  daysof  Conftantaie. 

There  was  one  and  the  fame  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  which 

palled  through  all  the  members  ;  one  foul  in  all;  the  fame  ala- 
u  crity  of  faith  ;  one  common  confent  in  chanting  forth  the 
<c  praifes  of  God.??  Euleb.  Ecclef.  Hid.  B.  x.  Chap.  2. 
And  it  deferves  notice,  that  the  primitive  Chridians,  when,  de¬ 
livered  from  the  rage  of  perfecuting  tyrants,  they  li  ecly  cele¬ 
brated  their  holy  fedivals,  could  find  no  words  fo  well  calculated 
to  exprefs  the  joy  and  gladnels  of  their  hearts,  as  the  fongs  or 
Mofes,  and  David,  and  the  prophets,  which  leemed  to  have  been 
divinely  penned  on  purpofe  for  their  ule,  upon  that  glorious  oc- 
cafion.  The  reader  may  fee  leveral  very  curious  and  beautiful 
indances  of  this,  in  the  opening  of  the  xth  book  of  Euieoius’s 
Hiftory,  and  in  the  panegy  ric  there  recorded  to  have  been  Ipo- 
ken  by  him,  in  a  full  ecclefiadical  affembly,  toPaulmus,  bilhop  of 
Tyre,  upon  the  confecration  of  that  church. 

33.  To  him  that  rideth  upon  the  heaven  of  heavens ,  which  w.ere 
of  old;  lo ,  he  doth  fend  out  his  vqice,  and  that  a  mighty  mief. 

The  praifes  of  the  church  are  fuug  to  him,  who  after  his  fuf- 
ferings  here  below,  realcended  to  take  podeffion  of  hi^  ancient 
throne,  high  above  all  heavens  ;  who  from  thence  fpeaketh  to 
the  world  by  his  glorious  Gofpel,  mighty  and  powerful,  as  thun¬ 
der,  in  itsefFefls  upon  the  hearts  of  men.  See  PI.  xxix,  through¬ 
out.  The  power  of  Chrid’s  voice,  when  he  was  on  earth,  ap¬ 
peared  by  the  effetds  which  followed,  when  he  faid,  u  Young  man 
“  arife ;  Lazarus,  come  forth  ;  Peace,  be  dill and  it  will  yet 
farther  appear,  when  u  all  that  are  in  the  graves  lliall  hear  the 
6(  voice  of  the  Son  of  man,  and  come  forth. 

34. -  A '(bribe  ye  Jlrength  unto  God :  his  excellency  is  over  Jfrael , 
and  his  ftrenglh  is  in  the  clouds .  Heb.  the  Jkies. 

God  requires  his  people  to  aferibe  unto  hirp  the  kingdom,  and 
the  power,  and  the  glory  ;  to  acknowledge  him  as  the  author  of 
life,  health,  and  falvation,  of  all  they  are,  and  all  they  have,  in 
nature  and  in  grace  ;  to  glorify  him  as  the  Creator  and  G over* 
nor  of  the  world,  the  Redeemer  and  Sanctifier  of  his  chprch. 

35.  0  God  thou  art  terrible  out  of  thy  holy  places  :  the  God  of 

K  k  Jjrad 
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tcX  **  tbat  power  unto  his  people.  Bl^d 

I  he  Pfalmift,  here  exemplifying  the  precect  laid  dr,,  •  t 
foregoing  verfc,  afcribcs  to  God  the  Xv  of  hi,  Jn  ^ 
the  fanfiuary,  as  the  God  and  Kin  Af  Ifrt PS"*  '  • 
<h  nnty.ng  his  enemies,  comforting  and  invigorati L  hi pf Je“ 
Such  ts  the  prefente  of  a  glorified  Saviour,  by  his  SnSr^nl 
Chriftian  church.  For  thisfand  all  other  his’  mercies X '£  bcuJd 
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argument. 

The  application  of  many  pafTages  in  thisPfalm  to  our  Lord  ma<!e 
hy  h.mfelf  and  hisapaftles,  as  well  as  the  appointment  of  he 
whole,  by  the  church,  to  be  ufed  on  GoodSrid  y  d kill  u 

paffion  tTr  HterHdrbyK  ht  Sn°n  °fG°d’  “  day  rffi 

the  fins  of  me5n  •  67 J  pnyefh  tW  fdT-’  1“”*^  f°r 
offended  gp  rKn  ’  •’  7‘  P  cyttJl  r‘lal  his  d-ifciples  may  not  be 

eth  the  ufaU  h  Paln  and  Jjlame  °f  the  crofs  ;*  8-12.  relat- 
11  f  “fage  he  meet  with  at  the  hand  of  the  Tews-  17—10 

roakem  his  prayer  to  the  father;  20,  21.  ccmplaineth'rif  h?s 
efolate  eftate,  of  the  reproach  call  upon  him,  and  the  gall 
ana  vinegar  admtntftered  to  him;  22-28.  foretelleth  fhe 
judgments  of  heaven  about  to  fall  upon  the  Jewifh  nation  •  20 
returneth  to  the  enumeration  of  his  own  furrows,  and  nrat 
h -for  deliverance;  30,  3r.  praifeth  the  Father  for  the  ac- 
comphmmentof  that  deliverance;  32,  33.  exhorteth all  men 
in  3°'le  3n  i’‘?rtaJ<p  °.‘t’  and  34*  the  whole  creation  to  join 

vatln  °edifi  r  3  gnimg  f°r  k  5  35>  3<5‘  Predi&th  thcfal- 
vation,  edification,  and  perpetuity  of  the  church. 

r  llhS™ejne:  °Fod>ff‘  waters  are  come  in  unto  my  foul.  2. 
IJmk  in  deep  mire,  'cohere  there  is  no /landing. ■  I  am  come  into 
deep  waters,  where  the  floods  overflow  me. 

*n/orm  us  concerning  the  conftancy  and  m*ienc<. 

narfihnift  “"fX  r'S ,1'uKerinSs :  the  hiiterings  themfelves  (tl.ofe in 
pa!  ticular  of  hisfoul)  are  largely  deferibed  in  the  Pfalms  ;  many  of 

I  n  an  cS  am°"g the  reft>  kem  t0  have  been  indited  before 
hand  by  the  Spirtt,  for  his  ufe  in  the  day  of  trouble.  As 

turn, 'evmquf °plffurd  Nos^d"05’  ”  PfaIm°  kix-  nobisob  oculos  Poni  Chrif- 
Mattha^ Marcu9  ;,-  Vfc  US’-  crucifixum  5  quia  Evangdift* 

rfxi^S’ 

brum  au^ot;^8  £ aI:7Chri?.“s  "ullas  “egUgit’ ^'ocL, 

Obfervo  Sacr,  Lib.  II,  Cap.  ix™  ^  ^  deiI&nare  YaIent*  Vitrixga, 

head 
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head  of  the  church,  he  here  befeecheth  the  Father  to  “  fave,” 
through  him,  his  myftical  body.  He  compares  the  fad  fituation 
into  which  he  was  brought,  to  that  of  a  drowning  man.  j  he 
divine  dilpleafure,  like  a  liormy  temped:,  was  let  loole  upon  him; 
the  fins  of  the  world,  as  deep  mire,  incloled  and  detained  hirn, 
whilft  all  the  waters  of  affliftion  went  over  his  head,  and  penetra¬ 
ted  to  his  vitals. 

3.  I  am  weary  of  my  crying ,  my  throat  if  dried;  mine  eyes 
fail,  while  1  wait  for  my  God. 

,  This  verfe  defcribes  the  effects  of  thofe  Applications,  which 
the  Son  of  God  offered  up,  “  with  ffrong  cryings  and  tears,  in  the 
“  days  of  his  flelh  ;”  Heb.  v.  j.  of  that  third,  which  through 
lofs  of  blood  on  the  crofs,  “  dried  his  throat  ;”  and  of  that 
long  and  patient  endurance,  when  his  “  eyes  failed,”  and  were 
doled  in  darknefs,  while  his  faith  “  waited”  for  the  deliverance 
promifed  by  the  Father.  The  hour  is  coming,  when  our  eyes 
mud  fail,  and  be  clofed ;  but  even  then,  “  let  us  wait  lor  our 
4i  God  in  this  refpetb,  “  let  us  die  the  death  of  thatrighteous” 
perfon,  who  died,  for  us;  “and  let  our  laft  end  be  like  his.” 

4.  They  that  hate  me  without  a  caitfe ,  are  more  than  the  hairs 
of  my  head:  they  that  would  dejtroy  me,  being  mine  enemies 
wrongfully ,  are  mighty :  then  I  refiored  that  which  I  took  not  a- 
way. 

The  J  ews,  the  Romans,  and  the  fpirits  of  darknefs,  made  up 
that  multitude  of  enemies,  which,  like  an  herd  of  evening  wolves 
furrounded  the  Lamb  of  God,  thirding  after  his  blood,  nor  red¬ 
ing,  till  they  had  drawn  forth  the  very  lad  drop  of  it  from  his 
heart.  And  thus,  the  only  innocent  perfon  in  the  world  differ¬ 
ed  for  all  its  guilt,  making  fatisfaebion  for  wrongswhich  he  never 
did,  and  “reboring  that,  which  he  took  not  away.”* 

5.  0  God}  thou  know  eft  my  fooliffmefs ;  and  my  fns  are  not  hid 
from  thee. 

Thefe  words,  in  the  mouth  David,  or  any  other  finful  fon  of 
Adam,  are  plain  enough.  They  may  neverchelefs  befpoken,  as 
the  red  of  the  Pfalm  is,  in  the  perfon  ofChrib,  concerning  the 
iniquities  committed  by  us,  but  “laid  on  him  which  he  there¬ 
fore  mentions,  as  if  they  had  been  his  own;  the  head  complain¬ 
ing  of  difeales  incident  only  to  the  members. f 

6.  Let  not  them  that  wait  on  thee ,  0  Lord  God  cfhcf/s ,  he  a- 
fbamed  for  my  fake  ;  let  not  thofe  that  feek  thee  he  confounded  for 

*  “  Quas  noil  rapui” — Ex  perfona  Chrifti :  ita  mecum  agitur,  ac  firapta  abal- 
tero,  ab  aftero,  eoque  innoxio  repetas;  neque  enim  impiorum  exemplo,  Deo  rapui 
honorem  debitum ;  pro  eis  folvo  quicunque  rapuerunt ;  ficut  feriptum  eft :  “  Prop- 
“  ter  fcelus  populi  mei,  percuffi  eum.”  Ifai  liii.  8.  BofTuet. 

f  So  this  verfe  is  interpreted  by  the  fathers,  and  many  of  the  commentators,  ci¬ 
ted  by  Poole,  in  his  Synopfis — Thus  alfo — Boffuet — •“  Infipientiam  meam  et  de- 
“  mea” — Quas  in  me  fufeepi,  “  Quia  pofuit  ill  eo  Dominus  iniquitates  on> 

"  pium  neftrum,”  Ifai.  liii.  6. 

my 
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my  fake >  0  God  of  Jfrael.  7.  Becaufe  for  thy  fake  1  have  horne 
reproach  ;  (heme  hath  covered  try  face. 

Phe  Son  of  God  prefers  a  petition  to  the  Father,  that  his 
difciples  may  not  be  Scandalized  on  account  of  his  padion,  or  be 
tempted  to  relinquifh  their  truft  in  God,  at  beholdrng  his  only  and 
beloved  Son  lorfaken  on  the  crols  j  Once  it  was  not  for  any  demerit 
of-  his  ow  n,  but  for  thhe  fake  of  God’s  glory,  as  well  as  man’s 
Salvation,  that  he  “bore  reproach,  and  Shame  covered  his  faced* 
It  ought  to  be  the  prayer  of  every  Chriftian,  efpecialiy  if  he  be 
a  minifter  of  the  Golpel,  that  his  Sufferings  in  the  world  may 
not  givejuft  offence  to  the  brethren,  or  the  church  ;  which  they 

never  will  do,  if  he  fuffers  in  a  good  caufe,  with  a  rood  confci- 
ence.  0 

8.  7  am  become  a  Jl  range  unto  my  brethren,  and  an  alien  unto 
viy  mother's  children.  9.  For  the  zeal  of  thine  houfe  hath  eaten 
me  up ;  and  the  reproaches  of  them  that  reproached  thee  are 
fallen  upon  me.  :  '  ;  ‘ 

The  jews  were  Chrift’s  “brethren/’  according  to  the  Belli. 
To  them  he  was  as  a  “ftranger  and  an  alien,  he  came  to  his 
“  own,  -and  his  ewn  received  him  not.  W e  know,  laid  they, 
<(  that  God  Spake  unto  Mofes,  but  as  for  this  fellow,  we  know 
“  not  from  whence  he  is.  (  And  again,  “  Thou  art  a  Samaritan, 
“  and  haft  a  devil.  ”  John  i.  11.  ix.  29.  viii.  4,  8.  The  ground 
of  all  this  enmity  was  the  “  zeal”  of  Chrift  for  the  reformation 
and  purification  of  the  church,  which  he  manifested  in  his  reproofs 
and  exhortations,  as  alfo  by  the  emblematical  act  of  driving  the 
buyers  and  fellers  out  of  the  temple.  1  Upon  this  latter  occafiori 
the  evangelist  tells  us,  “  His  difciples  remembered  that  it  was 

written,”  that  is,  it  was  predicted  of  Media h  in  this  Pfalrn, 
“  The  zeal  of  thine  houfe  hath  eaten  me  up.”  John  ii.  17. 
“  Therefore,  as  he  acids  immediately,  “The  reproaches  of  them 
“  that  reproached  thee,  fell  on  me.”  In  calumniating  and  blaft 
pheming  the  works  of  the  Son  of  God,  the  Jew's  reproached  both 
the  Father  who  gave  him  thofe  works  to  do,  and  the  Spirit  by 
■which  he  did  them  ;  all  which  reproaches  fell  on  the  man  Chrift 
as  the  visible  instrument  employed  in  the  doing  of  them.  This 
laft  paiTage  is  thus  quoted  and  applied  by  St.  Paul — “  Even  Chrift 

plea  fed  not  nimfelf ;  but  as  itis  written,  The  reproaches  of  them 
“  that  reproached  thee,  fell  on  me.”  Rom  xv,  3.  The  ufage  our 
Lord  met  with  from  his  brethren,  becaufe  of  hss  zeal  for  the 
houfe  of  God,  Should  comfort  thofe,  who  meet  with  the  fame 
11  Sage  on  the  fame  account.  ,  - 

10.  JVhen  I  wept  and  chaftened  my  foul  with  f fifing,  that  was 
to  my  reproach.  11.  7  made  fackclotb  alfo  my  garment ;  and  1 
became  a  proverb  unto  them.  12.  They  that  Jit  in  the  gate  / peak 
lagalnf  me  ;  and  1  was  the  fong  of  the  drunkards. 
k  To  expiate  the  fins  of  his  creatures,  the  king  of  glory  became 

*  !J  -  ,  •  ■  - .  >  -  •  ,  a  man 
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a  man  of  forrows ;  he  pot  on  mortal  flefh,  as  a  penitential  gai- 
ment ;  he  faded,  and  prayed,  and  mourned,  and  wept,  and 
humbled  himfelf  to  the  dud,  as  if  he  had  been  the  offender,  and 
we  the  righteous  perions,  that  needed  no  repentance,  and  \\  nat 
return  was  made  him?  £<  It  was  to  his  reproach,  and  he  became  a 
“  proverb  to  them,”  for  whom  he  fullered.  <£  They  that  fat  in 
«  the  gate,”  ox  on  the  “  judgment  feat,”  which  ufed  to  be  in  the 


profligate,  who  more  grolsly  infulted  and  derided  him.  i  he 
true  followers  of  the  holy  Jcfus  will  often  experience  the  I  ke 
treatment,  from  an  evil  and  adulterous  generation. 

j^.  Bui  as  for  me,  my  prayer  is  unto  thee ,  0  Lord,  in  an  ac¬ 
ceptable  time  ;  0  God ,  in  the  mult  hade  of  thy  metcies  Lear  me  fin 
the  truth  of  thy  falvation . 

The  Son  of  God  himfelf,  in  the  midfl:  of  forrows  and  fuffer- 
ings,  has  recourfe  to  prayer,  pleading  for  his  church  the  “  mcr- 
e<  cies”  of  rhe  Father,  fee  forth  in  the  promiles,  and  his i(  truth/’ 
engaged  to  make  thofe  promifes  good,  in  the  u  falvation”  of  his 
chofen,  through  their  head  and  reprefentative.  1  he<(  accepts- 
ble  time,”  in  which  C  hr  iff  prayed,  was  the  time  when  he  of¬ 
fered  the  great  propitiatory  facrifice.  Through  the  merit  of  that 
facrifice  it  is,  that  we  have  an  “  acceptable  time,  and  a  day  of 
falvation,”  allowed  ns.  Behold  NOW  is  that  time,  behold  now 
is  that,  day!  Let  us  not  delay,  one  moment,  to  ufe  and  improve  it 
aright. 

14.  Deliver  me  out  of  the  mire ,  and  let  me  not  fink  :  let  me  he 
delivered  from  them  that  hate  me,  and  out  of  the  deep  waters. 

15.  Let  not  the  water  flood  overflow  me,  neither  let  the  deep  fw al¬ 
low  me  up,  and  let  not  the  pit  flout  her  mouth  upon  me. 

Mefliah  petitions  for  deliverance  from  calamities,  under  the 
fame  images  which  were  employed,  at  the  beginning  of  thePfalm, 
to  deferibe  thofe  calamities.  The  purport  of  the  petition  is, 
that  the  fins  of  the  world,  and  the  fufferipgs  due  to  them,  may 
not  finally  overwhelm  him,  nor  the  grave  “flint  her  mouth  up¬ 
on  him”  for  ever  ;  but  that  the  morning  of  his  refurre&ion  may 
at  length  fucceed  the  night  of  his  paflion.  Such  is  alfo  the  hope 
and  the  prayer  of  the  church,  and  of  the  Chriffian,  here  below. 

16.  Hear  me,  G  Lord,  for  thy  loving  kindnefs  is  good ;  turn  un¬ 
to  me,  according  to  the  multitude  of  thy  tender  mercies .  17.  And 

hide  not  thy  face  from  thy  fervant,  for  1  am  in  trouble  ;  hear  me 
fpeedily.  18.  Draw  nigh  unto  my  foul,  and  redeem  it ;  deliver 
me  becaufe  of  mine  enemies.  19.  Thou  haft  known  my  reproach , 
my  jhame,  and  my  difhonour  :  mine  adverf dries  me  all  before  thee. 

As  afflictions  increafe,  tire  prayers  are  redoubled.  Chrifl  pleads 
With  the  Father  for  redemption  from  death,  on  account  of  his 

>  t  i  .  I  V  •  ■  r  *  r  „  • .  1  • 
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divine  “loving  kincinefs  and  mercy  of  his  own  great “  trou- 
t:  ble  !”  of  his  “  enemies,”  that  they  might  be  either  converted 
or  confounded  :  of  the  “  reproach,  fhame,  and  dishonour”  un¬ 
dergone  by  him,  that  they  might  be  wiped  off,  and  done  away  : 
cf  the  wrong  he  flittered  from  his  adverfaries,  whofe  iniquitous 
proceedings  were  “all  before  God,”  and  known  unto  him/  De¬ 
liverance  from  tribulation  and  perfecution  is  prayed  for  by  the 
church,  and  by  her  faithful  children,  upon  the  fame  grounds. 

20.  Reproach  hath  broken  my  heart ,  and  I  am  full  of  be avinefs  : 
and  1  looked  for  fome  to  take  pity,  but  there  was  none ;  and  for 
comforters,  hut  1  found  none.  2 1 .  They  gave  me  alfo  gall  for  meat , 
and  in  my  thirfl  they  gave  me  vinegar  to  drink. 

The  argument  urged  by  Chriff,  in  thefe  moflaffe&ing words, 
is,  that,  in  the  extremity  of  his  paffion,  he  was  left  alone,  with¬ 
out  a  comforter,  a  friend,  or  an  attendant  ;  while  all  that  were 
round  about  him  ftudied  to  infule  every  bitter  and  acrimonious 
ingredient  into  his  cup  of  borrows.  1  his  was  literally,  as  well 
as  metaphorically  true,  when  “they  gave  him  todrink  vjnegar 

mingled  with  gall.”  See  Matt,  xxvii.  34.  John  xix.  28. 
Such  are  the  comforts  often  adminiftered,  by  the  world,  to  an 
aflikfed  and  deferred  foul. 

22.  Their  table*  Jhall  become  a  fnare  before  them  ;  and  that 
which  fhould  have  been  for  their  welfare,  Heb.  their  peace  of¬ 
ferings,  (hall  become  a  trap. 

At  this  verfe  beginneth  a  predi&ion  of  thofe  dreadful  judg¬ 
ments,  which  heaven  has  fince  inflidted  upon  the  crucifiers  of  the 
Lord  of  glory.  By  their  “  table  becoming  a  fnare,  and  their 
“  peace  offerings  a  trap,”  is  pointed  out  the  confequence  of  the 
Jews  adhering  to  the  legal  fervices,  in  oppolition  to  him,  who  is 
“  the  end  of  the  law,  for  righteoulhefs.”  After  his  bufferings 
and  exaltation,  to  continue  under  the  law,  became  not  only  un¬ 
profitable,  but  deftructive,  inafmuch  as  it  implied  a  denial  of  Mef- 
iiah?s  advent,  and  a  renunciation  of  every  evangelicalbenefit  and 
ble  fling.  The  religionof  God’s  own  appointment  was  an  abo¬ 
mination  to  him,  when  reduced  to  the  form  of  godlinefs,  defert- 
fcdby  its  power.  Chriftians,  who  pride  themfelves  in  the  one, 
while  they  deny  and  deride  the  other,  would  do  well  to  confider 
this. 

*  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  give  a  future  rendering  to  the  verbs  in  this  and 
the  following  verfes.  That  they  are  to  be  fo  underftood,  faith  Dr.  Hammond, 
i.  e.  in  the  future  fenfe,  by  way  of  prediction,  and  not  as  an  imprecation,  fee  St. 
Aug.  de  Civ.  1.  17,  c.  19.  “  Haec  non  optando  funt  dicta,  fed  optandi  fpecie, 

««  prophetando— Thefe  things  are  not  faid  by  the  way  of  wifhing,  but  under  the. 

fhew  or  fchenle  of  wifhing,  by  prophecy.”  And  indeed  the  Hebrew  is  in  the 
future,  and  is  moil  fitly  rendered,  “fliall  be.”  And  fo  doth  the  Jewifli  Arab 
interpreter  obferve,  that  fuch  feeming  imprecations,  as  here  and  elfewhere  occur 
in  this  book  of  Pfalms,  are  not  fo  much  by  way  of  imprecation,  as  by  way  of  pro¬ 
phecy,  or  prediction  of  what  in  God’s  bell  judgments  would  certainly  beial  man* 
Ham.  in  loc. 

23.  Thou 
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23.  Thou  wilt  darken  their  eyes  that  they  jhall  not  fee,  and  male? 
their  loins  continually  to  Jhake . 

i  hey  who  loved  darknefs  rather  than  light,  by  the  righteous 
judgment  of  God,  were  permitted  to  walk  on  in  darknefs,  while 
the  blind  led  the  blind.  And  luch  {fill  continues  to  be  the  flats 
of  the  Jews,  notwithflanding  that  intolerable  weight  of  woe 
which  made  “  their  loins  to  fhake,”  and  bowed  down  their  backs 
to  the  earth.  u  The  veil  remaineth  yet  upon  their  hearts  in  the 
<c  reading  the  old  Teftament,”  nor  can  they  fee  therein  “  the 
u  things  which  belong  unto  their  peace.”  Thefe  two  laft  verfes 
are  cited,  as  fpoken  of  JfVael,  by  St.  Paul,  Rom.  xi.  9,  10, 
Afflid  us,  blelfed  Lord,  if  thou  feed  it  good  for  us  to  be  afflicted  * 
only  take  not  from  us,  in  our  affliction,  the  <c  light”  of  thy  truth,, 
and  the  “  ftrength”  of  thy  grace. 

24.  Thou,  wilt  pour  out  thine  indignation  upon  them ,  and  thy 
wrathful  anger  will  take  hold  of  them. 

Never  was  “  indignation  fo  poured  out,”  never  did  “  wrath 
lo  take  hold  on  any  nation,  as  on  that,  which  once  was  be- 
yond^every  other,  beloved  and  favoured.  “1  he  wrath,”  fays 
St.  Paul,  1 1  hefT.  ii.  16.  “  is  comeupon  them  to  the  uttermofL 
rtK&c,  to  the  end,”  to  the  very  lad  dregs  of  the  cup  of  fury! 
Let  every  church  which  boadeth  of  favours  bedowed,  and  pri¬ 
vileges  conferred  upon  her,  remember  the  conlequences  of  their 

being  abuied  by  Jerufalem  ;  and  let  every  individual  do  the 
iame. 

25.  Their  habitation  Jhall  be  defolate>  and  none  Jhall  dwell  .  In 

their  tents .  1 

c  m^111  ^L°r^  ^eems  to  ^ave  hacJ  thispaflage  in  his  view,  when  he 
aid  to  the  Jews,  “  Behold,  yourhoufe  is  left  unto  you  defolate.” 

*  ,afrc‘  xx”>-  36.  Jerufalem  was  by  the  Roman  armies  deltroy- 
e  trom  the  foundations.  It  hath  been  (ince  indeed  rebuilt,  and 
inhabited  by  Gentiles,  by  Chriftians,  and  by  Saracens,  but  no 
rniore  by  the  Jewift  people.  It  is  remarkable,  that  this  verfe  is 
applied,  Acts  1.  20.  to  Judas,  coniidered  as  the  head  and  repre- 
entative  of  that  apoftate  nation,  which  rejected  and  delivered  m 
„s  i  rince  and  Saviour  to  be  crucified.  “  He  was  guide  to  them 

we  l'asdJfmiTir  The  punilhmenf therefore,  as 

ell  asths  fin  of  Ifi-ael  is  pourtrayed  in  hisperfon.  and  the  fame 

propnecy  is  applicable  to  him  and  to  his  countrymen  * 

talklo  Je  htmw!,omlhou  haft  fmitt'en,  and  they 
talk  to  the  gi  icf  of  thofe  whom  thou  haft  wounded,  f 

“  Fiat  habitatio  eorum  deferta” _ fie  Tiirlo  p. 

terra  fiia  etTent  e^iciendk  ^ 

nurum  ,  4um  perfequuntur,  quem  a  Deo  perfuffum”  XcnfhocT  ’ 

<»ferr3fs*nTTii.PCi^U ix,’  **  ** funlmanl  redactum.’  V/t 

'  The 
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The  caufe  of  the  foregoing  calamities,  infiidled  on  the  Jews,  is 
here  aiijgned,  namely,  that  inllead  of  mourning  and  fynipathif- 
ing  with  Meffiah,  in  the  day  when. Jehovah  laid  on  him  the  ini¬ 
quities  of  us  all,  and  afH’afted  hirr.  for  our  lakes,  they,  by  re¬ 
proaches  and  blafphemies,  aggravated  his  fuffe rings  to  the  uuer- 
inort ;  and  afterwards  continued  to  ufe  his  difciples  in  the  fame 
manner.  It  were  to  be  wijhed,  that  the  forrows  of  the  peni¬ 
tent,  when  wounded  with  a  fenfe  of  bn,  never  fubjeffed  him 
to  the  (corn  and  contempt  of  thole,  who  would  bethought  Chrif- 
tians. 

11.  Thou  wilt  add  iniquity  to  their  iniquity ;  and  they  fhall  not 
come  into  thy  righitoufnefs. 

As  they  added  afdidion  to  the  afflictions  of  Chrift,  fo  Gcd 
permitted^  them  to  go  on,  blinded  and  deferred,  in  their  wick- 
ednefs,  “  adding  fin  to  fin,7’  filling  up  the  meafure  of  their  la¬ 
thers,  (fill  obftinately  refuting  to  come  into  the  church,  and  par¬ 
take  of  the  “  righteoufneis,”  which  is  by  faith.  From  all  thy 
judgments,  good  Lord,  deliver  us;  bur,  above  all,  from  that 
which  pnnifhes  one  fin  with  another,  and  leals  up  the  repro¬ 
bate  to  dertruftion. 

28.  They  fhall  be  blotted  out  of  the  book  of  the  livings  and  not 
he  written  among  the  righteous . 

By  “the  book  of  the  living,”  in  which  the  names  cf  the 
“righteous  are  written,”  is  to  be  underftood  the  regiller  of  the 
true  fervants  and  worfiiippers  of  God,  of  thofe  who  are  “jurti- 
“  fied,”  or  made  “righteous,”  through  faith.  In  this  regiiler, 
the  names  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  the  ancient  fathers  of 
the  Ifraelitifh  race,  with  their  true  children,  Hand  recorded  ; 
but  the  degenerate  and  apoftate  Jews  have  been  long  lince  “  blot- 
“ted  out;”  they  are  no  longer  the  peculium  of  heaven,  nor 
have  they  any  part  or  portion  in  the  inheritance  of  the  fons  cf 
God.  Thus  Ezekiel,  “  They  lhall  not  be  in  the  afiembly  of  my 
“people,  nor  lhall  they  be  written  in  the  writing  of  the  houfc 
“of  I  fra  el/”  xiii.  9.  And  our  Lord,  in  his  conversations  with 
the  Jews,  took  every  opportunity  to  tell  them,  that  they,  for 
their  unbelief,  lhould  be  “callout,”  and  that  the  Gentiles,  o- 
heying  the  call  of  the  Gofpel,  lhould  come  from  all  quarters  oi 
the  world,  and  “lit  down  with  Abraham,  and  Ifaac,  and  Jacob, 

“in  the  kingdom  ol  God.”  .  f 

2o,  But  1  am  poor  and  forrowful :  let  thy  faving  he  alt  a }  0  Cod9 

or,  thy  falvation  fhall ,  or,  can  Jet  me  up  on  high . 

Mefiiah  returns  to  the  lubjeft  of  his  own  lufferings  which 
were  not  a  little  enhanced  by  the  conlideration,  that  fo  many 
of  his  people  would  not  be  the  better  for  them.  “  I  am  poor 
“  and  forrowful ;  poor,  ”  for  lie  was  diverted  of  his  veiy,gai  ments; 

“  forrowful for  he  was  covered  over  with  ftripesand  woun  s* 

^  > 

*  Dcferendo,  et  permittendo,  ncji  operando;  at;  Thepio^i  noruut.  Bofluet.  ^ 
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But  he  knew  the  hour  was  coming,  when  the  falvation  of  God 
would  raife  him  from  the  dead,  and  “fethim  up  on  high.” 
Thus  ihotild  a  difciple  of  Jefus  depart  out  of  the  world,  joyfully 
relinquifhing  its  goods,  patiently  bearing  its  evils,  and  confidently 
expecting  a  refurreftiou  to  glory. 

30.  1  will  praife  the  name  of  Cod  with  a  fong,  and  magnify  It 
with  ihankj giving. 

Here,  as  in  the  xxiid,  and  many  other  pfalrns,  the  fccne  chang¬ 
es  from  forrow  to  joy;  from  a  Hate  of  buffering  to  one  of  tri¬ 
umph;  from  the  paflion  to  the  reFurreflioix  Jefus,  rife n  from 
the  dead,  declares  his  refolution  of  praifing  and  magnifying  the 
Father,  for  the  falvation  of  the  world,  happily  accomphfhed  by 
his  labours  and  bufferings,  which  were  now  forever  at  an  end. 
rI  he  church  does  the  fame  inceifantlv,  on  earth,  and  in  heaven. 

31.  This  alfo  fall  pie  afe  the  Lord,  better  than  ox,  or  bullock, 
that  hath  horns  and  hoofs . 

A  bullock  was  in  its  prime  for  facrlfice,  under  the  law,  when 
it  began  to  put  forth  its  “  horns  and  hoofs.”  The  infinite  dif- 
tance  therefore,  in  point  of  value,  between  the  bed  legal  facri- 
fices,  and  thofe  of  obedience,  love,  and  praife,  as  offered  by  Ch  rift 
and  through  him,  by  his  church,  under  the  gofpel,  is  pointed  out 
in  this  verfe.  See  Pf.  xl.  6.  &c.  1.  23. 

32.  I  he  humble  fnall  fee  this ,  and  be  glad;  and  your  heart 
fall  live  that  feck  God .  Or,  Be  je  eking  God ,  and  your  heart  /halt 
live . 


mankind  are  exhorted  to  “  feek  after  God,”  as  manifested  in  the 
Gofpel  of  his  Son  ;  and  the  reward  prbmifed  is  “  life”  fpiritu'al 
and  eternal.* 

33.  For  the  Lord  beareth  the  poor,  and  dcfpifeih  not  his  pri~ 
foners. 

An  argument  for  our  “feeking  after  God,”  is  the  experience 
of  patriarchs,  prophets,  and  faints,  who  in  all  ages  have  fought, 
and  found  him,  by  repentance  and  faith  ;  and  that  the  Lord 
“defpifeth  not  his  prifoners,”  is  evident  from  what  he  did  and 
buffered,  to  deliver  their  fouls  from  the  bondage  of  fin  their  bo¬ 
dies  from  the  prifon  or  the  grave,  and  both  from  the  dungeon  of 
hell.  Therefore, 

34.  Let  the  Heaven  and  earth  praife  him ,  the  feas  and  every 
thing  that  moveth  therein. 

.  ^  ae  H^iries  of  ucd  in  Chrift  are  fuch,  that  they  cannot  wor. 
thjly  be  praifed  by  any  thing  Ip  is  than  an  univerfal  chorus  of  the 
whole  old  and  new  creation  ;  and  what  fhould  fuch  a  chorus  ce- 

.  *  Hfc  et  fe<luentIa  ad  redemptionem  per  Ghriftum,  fub  figiira  feints  captivity 
tis,  videntur  pertujere,  JBuffuet, 
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lebrate,  but  tnofe  mercies,  by  which  all  things  have  been  made, 
p  r  efc  r  v  e  d  a  n  d  r  e  d  e  e  m  e  d  ? 

35.  For  God  will  fave  Sion ,  and  build  the  chics  of  Judah ,  that 
they ,  i.  e.  men,  may  dwell  there ,  and  have  it  in  pojjefjion . 

The  falvation  and  edification  of  the  church  followed  the  paf„ 
(ion  and  refurre&ion  of  Chrift.  “  God  will  fave  Sion,”  that  is, 
the  church,  which  at  firft  confided  of  the  apoflles,  who  were 
Jews,  and  others  of  that  nation,  by  them  converted  to  the  faith. 
“  And  built  the  cities  of  Judah,”  or  caufe  churches,  to  arife 
in  all  the  world,  which  fhall  from  thence  forth  take  the  names 
and  inherit  the  privileges  of  “  Ifrael  and  Judah;  that  men,” 
even  iuch  as  God  ihall  call  from  among  the  nations,  “may  dwell 
there,”  as  citizens  of  the  new  Jerufalem,  “and,”  infteadof  re¬ 
jected.  Jews,  “  have  it  in  their  pofTeffion.” 

•3  6.  The  feed  alfo  o  f  his  Servants  frail  inherit  it,  and  they  that 
love  his  name  fly  all  dwell  therein. 

The  continuation  of  the  church  in  the  poderity  of  the  faith¬ 
ful  is  here  predicted.  Accordingly,  the  defendants  of  the  pro- 
ielyted  Gentiles  have  been  in  pofledion  of  the  gofnel  privileges 
for  above  1700  years.  And  thus  it  will  be,  while  they  abide  in 
the  faith,  and  “  love  the  name”  of  Jefus.  Should  the  Gentiles 
apodatife  as  the  Jews  did,  and  the  Jews  be  converted  as  the 
Gentiles  were,  then  the  gofpel  would  go  from  the  Gentiles  to 
the  Jews,  as  before  it  went  from  the  Jews  to  the  Gentiles ;  then 
would  there  “come  out  of  Sion  the  deliverer,  to  turn  away  un- 
“goalinefs  from  Jacob.”  Rom.  xi.  26. 

P  S  A  L  M  LXX. 

The  words  of  this  Pfalm  occur,  without  any  material  variations,' 
in  Pf.  xl.  verle  13,  to  the  end.  The  reader  is  therefore  re¬ 
ferred  thither  for  the  expofition  ;  as  before,  in  the  cafe  of  the 
liiid  and  xivth  Pfalms. 

'  XIV  DAY.  MORNING  PRAYER.  PSALM  LXXL 

ARGUMENT. 

The  Pfalmid,  forely  didreded  in  his  old  age  (See  ver.  9.  and 
18.)  by  the  rebellion  of  Abfalom,  which  wras  his  his  great  af¬ 
fliction  at  that  period  of  life,  ver.  1.  prayeth  for  the  divine 
afliftance,  pleading  2.  GodVrighteoufnefs,  3.  and  promile ; 
4.  the  iniquity  of  his  perfecutors ;  5,  6.  the  mercies  vouchfaL 
ed  him  from  his  birth  ;  7,  8.  his  being  deferred  and  given 
up  by  man  ;  9.  his  old  age;  10,  11.  the  taunts  and  infults 
of  his  adverfaries ;  1 2.  he  repeateth  his  requed ;  13.  prophe- 
fieth  the  downfal  of  his  enemies;  declareth  14.  his  hope,  15. 
his  gratitude,  16.  his  faith;  17,  18.  wifheth  to  be  prelerv- 

edj  that  he  might  fhew  forth  the  power  and  glory  of  God, 

■'  ~  “  whole 


• 

>  •• 


Day  14,  M.  p.  on  the  PSALM  S.  231 

whole  righteoufnefs  and  marvellous  a&s^ig.  he  extoll  eth,  and 

thence  20,  21.  protnifeth  himfelf  a  final  redemption  from  all 

his  truobles,  and  a  reftoration  to  honour  and  comfort ;  when 

22 — 24.  he  fiiall  ling  and  fpeak  the  praifes  of  the  Lord. 

1.  In  thee,  0  Lord,  do  1  put  my  truft,  let  me  never  be  put  to 
confufion . 

The  promifes  of  falvation  are  made  to  thofe,  who,  renounc¬ 
ing  all  confidence  in  the  world  and  thenifelves,  trull  in  God  a- 
lone  for  it.  For  thisreafon  the  Pfalmift  fo  often  begins  his  pray¬ 
er  with  a  declaration  of  his  “  faith,”  which  is  to  tlfe  foul  in  af¬ 
fliction,  what  an  anchor  is  to  a  /hip  in  diftrefs. 

2.  Deliver  me  in  thy  righteoufnefs ,  and  caufe  me  to  efcape  :  in¬ 
cline  thine  ear  unto  me ,  and  fave  me. 

A  fecond  argument,  hereuled,  is  the  “righteoufnefs”  of  God, 
who  cannot  but  be  faithful  and  juft  to  his  own  gracious  word. 
By  that  word,  he  had  engaged  to  eftablilh  the  temporal  throne 
of  David,  and  the  eternal  throne  of  the  Son  of  David.  And, 
by  the  fame  word,  he  has  engaged, to  bring  thofe,  who  believe 
in  him,  through  iuflbrings,  to  glory. 

3.  Be  thou  my  ftrong  habitation ,  w hereunto  I  may  continually  re - 
fort  :  thou  haft  given  commandment  to  fave  me,  for  thou  art  my 
rock ,  and  my  fort  refs. 

1  he  protection  of  the  Almighty,  to  which  the  troubled  foul 
“reforts”  by  faith  and  prayer,  is  compared  to  that,  which  a  well 
fortified  caflle,  or  town  affords  to  thofe  within  it,  in  time  of  war. 
And  the  plea,' upon  which  this  petition  is  enforced,  is  in  a  man¬ 
ner  the  fame  with  the  former,  namely,  the  declared  purpofe  of 
God,  to  be  the  Saviour  of  his  fervants  \  “  Thou  haft  given  com - 
“  mandment  to  fave  me.” 

4.  Deliver  me,  0  my  God,  out  of  the  hand  of  the  wicked,  out  of  the 
hand  of  the  unrighteous  and  cruel  man. 

Fhe  divine  afliflance  is  implored  by  the  Pfalrni/i,  thirdly,  on 
the  foot  of  the  goodnefs  of  his  caufe,  and  the  iniquity  of  his  e~ 
ne mies.  Such  were  Abfalom,  Ahitophel,  &c.  to  David  ;  Ju¬ 
das  and  the  Jews  to  Chrift :•  and  fuch  are  the  world,  the  flefb, 
and  the  devil,  to  the  Chri/lian,  Again/!  them  he  is  to  pray 
and  fight  continually  ;  ever  remembering,  that  wickednefs  is  at 
leafl:  as  dangerous  when  it  tempts,  as  when  it  perfecutes  ;  and 
can  fmile  as  well  as  frown  a  man  dead. 

5.  For  thou  art  my  hope  0  Lord  God;  thou  art  my  truft from 

my  youth .  6  By  thee  have  I  been  hoi  den  up  from  the  womb  ' 

thou  art.  he  that  took  me  out  of  my  mother's  bowels ,  my  praife  lha.ll 
be  continually  of  thee . 

Former  mercies  are  urged,  as  a  fifth  motive,  for  the  divine 
goodnefs  to  continue  thofe  mercies.  The  watchful  care  of  hea¬ 
ven  over  us,  at  an  age  when  we  are  able  to  take  no  care  of  our- 
ielves,  deferves  consideration.  The  love  of  Jefus, ‘fliewn  in 

paffing 
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Pa  (Ting  through  a  flat  e  of  childhood  for  us,  deferves  a  ftill  more 
deep  and  devout  confldcration. 

7.  lamas  a  wonder  unto  many;  but  thou  art  my  filtovg  re - 

fv-ge. 

David,  baniihed  from  his  kingdom,  was  regarded  as  a  u  won- 
li  der,”  or  a  prodigy  of  wretchednefs  ;  Chrift,  in  his  flateof 
humiliation  upon  earth,  was  a  “fign,”  every  where  “  fpoken  a- 
“  gainft,”  as  Simeon  foretold  he  would  be.  Luke  i.  34.  The 
Chriftian,  who  lives  by  fafih,  who  quits poffeflion  for  reverfion, 
and  who  chafes  to  f  offer  with  his  Saviour  here,  that  he  may 
reign  with  him  hereafter,  appears  to  the  men  of  the  world,  as  a 
monfter  of  folly  and  enthufiafin.  But  God  is  the  u  throng  re- 

fuge”  of  all  inch. 

8.  Let  my  mouth  be  filled  with  thy  praifie,  and  with  thy  honour , 
all  the  day . 

Whatever  men  fay,  or  think  of  him,  the  royal  prophet  cle- 
fires  ftill  to  (Lengthen,  and  to  delight  himfelf,  in  doing  the  will, 

i3  7  ZD  7  CD  7 

tinging  the  praifes,  and  fetting  forth  the  glory  of  God.  Such 
like  wife  was  thy  delire,  O  blefled  Jefus,  inthedaysof  thy  flefli. 
Ever  grant  that  it  may  be  ours. 

9.  Cafit  me  not  off  in  the  time  of  old  age ,  fiorfiake  me  not  when 
my  (Irength  faileth. 

David,  mindful  of  the  noble  actions,  which  through  God’s  af- 
fiftan.ee,  he  had  atchieved  in  his  youth,  befeeches  him  not  to  de¬ 
fer:  his  fervanr,  when  perfecuted  by  a  rebellious  fon  in  his  old 
age.  The  weaknefles  and  temptations  peculiar  to  that  time  of 
life,  render  this  a  petition  neceffary  for  us  all  to  make,  before 
we  are  overtaken  by  it.  The  church  findeth  but  too  much  oc- 
cafion  to  make  the  fame,  now  that  fhe  is  funk  in  years  ;  when 
faith  ktnguiflieth,  charity  waxeth  cold,  and  the  infirmities  of  a 
fpiritual  old  age  are  coming  fall  upon  her.  > 

1  o .  For  mine  enemies  Jpeak  againfl  me ;  and  they  that  lay  wait 
for  my  foul,  take  counftl  together,  1 1.  Saying,  Cod  hath  jorjaken 
him ,  perfie cute  and  take  hi.n,  for  there  is  none  to  deliver  him . 

They  who  Taw  David  afeending  mount  Olivet  in  tears,  when 
Abfalom  had  driven  him  from  Jerusalem,  and  they  who  beheld 
jefus  led  forth  cut  of  the  fame  Jerufalero,  to  be  crucified  on 
mount  Calvary,  were  tempted  to  regard  both  the  one  and  the 
other,  as  finally  deferted  by  God.  They  who  view  the  church, 
or  any  member  thereof,  under  affliction  and  perfecution,  are  too 
frequently  tempted  to  think  the  fame,  and  to  a 61  accordingly ; 
though  they  are  lo plainly  taught  the  contrary,  by  the  reitera¬ 
tion  of  the  king  of  Ifrael,  and  the  re  fur  reft  ion  of  the  Son  of 
Ocd. 

12.  G  God ,  be  riot  far  from  me  :  0  my  God,  make  ha  fie  to  my 
help,  13.  Let  them }  or,  they  JJ?all  be  confounded,  and  confirmed, 

that 
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that  are  againfl  my  foul;  let  them ,  013  they  Jh  all  be  covered  with 
reproach  and  di [honour,  that  feek  my  hurt . 

As  the  infolence  of  his  perfecutors  increafeth,  the  diftrefled 
monarch  crieth  more  earneftly  unto  God  ;  and  is  fo  far  from 
relinquiihing  his  hope,  that,  in  the  midft  of  his  lorrows,  he 
forefeeth  and  foretelleth  the  final  confufion  of  his  enemies.  The 
Chriftian,  who  has  faith  in  the  promifes,  may  do  likewife,  in 
the  word  of  times,  and  the  word  of  circumftances.  For  the  day 
cometh,  when  all  the  workers  of  wickednefs  (ha!!  he  deftroyed, 
and  “  death  and  hell  (hall  be  caft  into  the  lake  of  fire.”  Rev. 
xx.  14. 

14.  But  1  will  hope  continually ,  and  will  yet  praife  thee  more 
and  more.  15.  My  mouth  foal!  Jhew  forth  thy  right  eoufnefs  and 
thy  falvation  all  the  day  long  :  for  1  know  not  the  numbers  thereof. 

As  there  is  no  end  to  the  loving  kindnefs  of  Jehovah,  there 
fhould  be  none  to  our  gratitude.  The  {<  hope”  of  a  Chriftian 
“  giveth  longs  in  the  night,”  and  enableth  him  to  be  thankful, 
even  in  the  dark  feafon  of  afflidion.  Paul  and  Silas  not  only 
prayed,  but  alfo  “  fang  praifes”  to  God,  in  a  prifon  at  midnight. 
Ads  xvi.  25. 

16.  1  will  go  in  the  ftrength  of  the  Lord  God :  I  will  make  men¬ 
tion  of  thy  right  eoufnefs,  even  of  thine  only. 

He  who  goeth  to  the  battle  againfl:  his  fpiritual  enemies,  fhould 
go,  confiding,  not  in  his  own  “  ftrength,”  but  in  that  of  the 
Lord  God  ;  not  in  his  own  “righteoufnefs,”  but  in  that  of  his 
Redeemer.  Such  an  one  engageth,  with  omnipotence  on  his 
fide,  and  cannot  but  be  vidorious. 

17.  0  God,  thou  haft  taught  me  from  my  youth;  and  hitherto 
have  I  declared  thy  wondrous  works.  18.  Now  alfo  when  1  am 
old  and  grey-headed ;  0  God,  forfake  me  not ;  until  1  have  fhewed 
thy  Jfrength  unto  this  generation,  and  thy  power  to  every  one  that 
is  to  come. 

It  was  the  God  of  Ifrael,  who“  taught”  David,  as  a  warri¬ 
or,  to  conquer,  and,  as  a  Pfalmift,  to  “  declare  the  wondrous 
f  works”  of  his  great  benefador.  He  requefts  to  hepreferved 
in  his  old  age,  until,  by  completing  his  vidories,  andhisPfalms 
compofed  to  celebrate  them,  he  had  iC  fhewed  the  ftrength  and 

power  of  God,”  not  only  to  the  men  of  the  (e  generation”  in 
which  he  lived,  but  alfo  to  “  every  one  that  lhou]dcome,”  ora- 
rife  in  after  times,  and  chant  thofe  divine  hymns  in  the  alfcm- 
blies  of  the  faithful,  throughout  all  ages.  Doth  St.  Paul  vvilh  to 
have  his  life  continued  upon  earth?  It  is  only,  that  he  may  edi¬ 
fy  the  church,  and  glorify  God.  Otherwife,  it  is  far  <(  better,” 
fays  he,  “  to  depart,  and  to  be  with  Chrift.” 

T  .19*  right  eoufnefs  0  God,  is  very  high,  who  haft  done  great 

things  :  0  God  who  is  like  unto  thee  ! 

What  a  force  is  now  added  to  thefe  words,  by  the  adual  ex- 

* '  "  ■  '  altation 
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dl ration  of  the  righteous  Saviour  “  very  high”  above  all  heavens 
and  by  the  u  great  things”  vvhichhehath  “  done”  for  our  fouls  ? 
Let  us  think  on  thefe  things,  and  we  (hall  mod  affectionately  fay, 
with  David,  “  O  God,  who  is  like  unto  thee  !”  Delightful  is 
thy  love,  O  Lord  Jefu,  beyond  all  pleafure,  more  precious  than 
much  fine  gold,  and  honourable  above  the  thrones  of  the 
mighty  !  The  world  languifheth  and  fadeth  away  at  thy  pre¬ 
fence,  whole  beauty  is  immortal,  whofe  treafures  diminifb  not, 
and  whofe  glory  endureth  through  the  unnumbered  ages  of  eter¬ 
nity. 

20.  Thou  which  haft  fljewed  me  great  and  fore  trouble ,  Jhalt 
quicken  me  again ,  and  (halt  bring  me  up  again  from  the  depths  of 
the  earth.  21.  Thou  Jhalt  increafe  my  great nefs,  and  comfort  me 
me  on  every  fide . 

In  David,  delivered  out  of  his  troubles,  and  reffored  to  his 
throne,  we  behold  our  Lord,  after  his  “  great  and  fore  trouble, 
literally  quickened,  or  revived,  brought  up  again  from  the 
u  depths  of  the  earth,  increafedin  greatnefs,  and  comforted  on 
every  fide.”  In  him  we  were  virtually,  by  his  grace  we  are 
adlually,  rai fed  from  fin  and  forrow,  to  righteoufnefs  and  com¬ 
fort;  and,  through  his  power  we  (hallbe  railed,  from  duft  and 
corruption,  to  glory  and  immortality. 

22.  1  will  alfo  praife  thee  with  the  pfaltery ,  even  thy  truth ,  0 
my  Cod ;  unto  thee  will  1  fing  with  the  karpy  0  thou  holy  one  of  If 
rael.  23.  My  lips  Jhall  greatly  rejoice,  when  1  fing  unto  thee  : 
and  my  foul,  which  thou  haft  redeemed.  24.  My  tongue  alfo  ftj all 
talk  of  thy  righteoufnefs  all  the  day  long;  for  thty  are  confounded , 
for  they  are  brought  unto  fhame,  that  feek  my  hurt. 

The  truth  of  God,  in  accomplilhing  his  promifes,  by  the  re¬ 
demption  of  our  fouls,  and  the  confufion  of  ourfpiritual  enemies, 
is  a  fubjecl  which  demands  a  never-ceafing  tribure  of  gratitude 
and  love,  of  praife  and  thankfgiving.  To  celebrate  it  aright, 
with  the  melody  of  inftruments,  voices,  and  affections,  all  in  per¬ 
fect  concord,  is  the  duty  and  delight  of  the  church  militant ; 
which,  when  thus  employed,  affords  the  belt  refemblance  of  the 

church  triumphant. 

* 
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psalm  lxxii. 

ARG  UMENT. 

David,  praying  for  Solomon,  foretelleth  his  peaceful  and  glorious 
reign,  and  under  that  figure,  in  moft  lively  and  beautiful  co¬ 
lours,  pour t ray eth  the  kingdom  of  Meffiah  ;  1 — 4.  its  righte¬ 
ous  adminiffration ;  5.  its  duration ;  6,  7.  its  bleffings;  S. 
its  extent ;  9 — 1 1 .  the  a.ccellion  of  the  Gentiles  to  it ;  1 2 — 14. 
the  redemption  to  be  wrought,  and  15.  the  prayers  and  prail- 
es  to  be  off ere  red  up  in  it ;  16.  its  miraculous  increafe  and 
fruitfulnefs ;  17.  its  perpetuity  and  univerfality  :  18,  19.  a 
doxology  lung  to  God  for  it.  ** 
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1.  Give  the  king  thy  judgments,  0  God ,  and  thy  right emfnefs 
unto  the  king's  fen.*  2.  He  Jhall  judge  thy  people  with  rigktsouf- 

efs.  nnrl  fhv  ■hnnr'  nnl+L  ^  J 


nefs,  and  thy  poor  with  judgment. 

In  this  prophetical  prayer,  the  aged  monarch  of  IfraeJ,  about 
to  refign  the  kingdom  into  the  hands  of  his  fon  Solomon,  makes 
unto  God  the  requeft  of  a  wife  father,  for  him.  lie  ajfks  fuch  a 
poi  tion  of  wiidom  and  integrity  from  above,  as  might  enable 
the  young  prince  to  govern  aright  the  people  of  God,  and  to  ex- 
liioit  to  the  world  a  fair  refemblance  of  that  king  of  Ilrae),  who 
was,  in  the  fulnefs  of  time,  to  fit  upon  “  the  throne  of  his  father 
“  David  Luke  i.  32.  “  to  reign  in  righteoufnefs Jfai.  xxxii, 

i.^and  to  have  ail  judgment  committed  unto  him.”  Toiiu 
v.  22.  J 

.  3-  rhe  mountains  Jhall  bring ,  or  bear  peace,  and  the  little  hills ■ 
in,  or,  by  righteoufnefs . 

In  other  words,  peace,  manifeftec!  by  its  confequence,  p’ente- 
oufnels,  mall  be  upon  all  the  mountains  and  little  hills  of  Judea 

by  means  of  that  righteous  judgment,  which  Solomon  will  exe¬ 
cute  in  the  land.  And  thus  in  the  days  of  Mefliah,  “  Beautiful 

“  UPT  the  m0Urnta]HS  were  the  ^et  of  them  that  brought  the 
‘  tidings  of  peace  •”  which  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit,0  in  the 
enure  lies,  plainly,  (hewed  to  have  been  derived  from  above 
througn  the,righteouinefs  of  the  Redeemer,  producing  “  peace  on 

4.  He  Jhall  Judge  the  poor  of  the  people,  he  Jhall  Jove  the  chil¬ 
dren  oj  the  needy,  and  Jhall  break  in  pieces  the  oppre'ffor , 

.  ^is  the  part  of  jufhce,in  well  ordered  governments,  to  fee  that 

.tne  poor  and  needy  have  right to  break  the  teeth  of  “  op- 
pre.non,  and  pluck  indigence  from  its  devouring  jaws.  This 
hritt  performed  when,  having  undertaken  the  caule  of  his  peo- 
p.e  agamil  theadverlaiy,  he  “laved”  them  by  his  refurreftion, 

°  [0  :eJn,PJ5ces”  tke  Power  ofthe  great  oppressor. 

5.  they  Jhall  fear  thee  as  long  as  the fun  and  moon  endureth 

throughout  all  generations.  ■*  '  9 

1  he  kingdom  of  Solomon  continued,  in  his  own  perfon  onlv 
for  forty  years  ;  but  in  his  feed,  that  is,  C  hr  ill,  it  is  elhblilhed 
throughout  all  generations.  He  reigneth  «  ove^  the  houfe  of  Ta 

Lu°e  if°«eVeH-aHd  °f -hlS  klnSd°m  there  'hall  be  no  end.” 

.  '•  33;  H,s  dominion  over  the  world  by  his  providence 

and  in  the  church  by  the  influences  of  his  grace,  is  to  be  coeval 

with  that  of  the  celelhal  luminaries  in  nature.  And  when  “  the 

moon  (hall  be  confounded,  and  the  fun  alhamed,”  when  the 

heavens  lliaii  be  diflolved,  and  the  earth  burnt  up,  “  the  Lord  of 


belongsTo  noVfo  immerly  a-^to  !  V'’”’”  ^i  ^  fame  pcrfon  ;  a  characler  that 

the  faie  «  3  ”  and  ‘  Z.  JTT’  the  firft  prince  tha£  « 

feme  opinion.  ofa  klnS”  MudgevDr.  Chandler  is  ofthe 
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“  hods  iliall  reign  on  mount  Zion,”  in  the  jerufalem  above  ;  in 
glory  everlaihng.  See  lfai.  xxiv.  23. 

6.  He  (hall  come  down  like  the  ram  upon  the  mown  grafs ;  as 
jkowers  that  water  the  earth . 

Refrefhiflg  and  falutary,  as  the  drops  of  heaven  to  the  Ihorn 
and  parched  grafs,  is  the  mild  adminifiration  of  a  wife  and  pious 
prince  to  his  i  ubje&s.  And  what  image  can  convey  a  better  idea  of 
thofe  mod  beneficial  and  bleffed  effects,  which  followed  the  defcent 
of  the  Son  of  God  upon  the  earth,  and  that  of  the  Spirit,  at  the  day 
ofPentecod?  The  prophets  abound  with  defcriptions  of  thofe 
great  events,  couched  in  terms  borrowed  from  the  philofophy  of 
rain  and  dew.  Seelfai.  xliv.  3.  lv.  10.  Holeaxiv.  5.  Heb. 
vi.  7,  In  the  lad  words  of  David,  the  reign  of  Media  h  is  defcnb- 
ed  under  this  figure  ;  ((  He  fh  ill  be  as  the  tender  grafs  (pringing 
“out  of  the  earth  by  clear  fhining  after  rain.”  I  cannot  help 
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Cf  is  forced  by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  before  the  ground  is  well  pre- 
<(  pared  by  rains,  is  weak  and  languid,  and  of  a  faint  complexion  ; 
“  but  when  clear  fhining  fucceeds  the  gentle  fhowers  offpring.,. 
“  the  field  puts  forth  its  beftftrength,  and  is  more  beautifully  ar- 
c*  rayed,  than  even  Solomon  in  all  his  glory.”  Diic.  Voh  V,  P. 
89. 

7.  In  his  days  Jhall  the  righteous  flourijh  ;  and  abundance  of 
peace ,  fo  long  as  the  moon  endureth. 

By  means  or  rain  and  dew,  the  grafs  fpringeth  out  of  the  ground* 
In  the  kingdom  of  Solomon,  through  the  influences  ot  his  wifdom, 
good  men  were  encouraged,  righteoulnefs  flourifhed,  and  the 
land  enjoyed  tranquility.  In  the  days  of  Mdliah,  the  fruit  of  the 
Spirit  was  rigfyteoufnefs,  and  the  fruit  of  righteoufnefs  was  u  a- 
“  bundance  of  peace. ”  He  was  the  true  “  Melchifedek,  or  king 
“  of  righteoufnefs,”  and  therefore  the  true  “  Solomon,  the  king 
“  of  Salem,  and  the  prince  of  peace.”  And  his  peace  is  to  en¬ 
dure,  when  the  moon  fhall  have  ceafed  to  vary  her  appearances, 
and  when  a  period  fhall  be  put  to  all  fublunary  viciflitudes. 

8.  He  Jloall  have  dominion  from  fea  to  fea ,  and  from  the  river 

unto  the  ends  of  the  earth ,  or  land . 

As  applicable  to  the  kingdom  of  Solomon,  this  verfe  deferibes 
the  extent  and  limits  of  the  promifed  “land:”  ir  it  oe  interpre¬ 
ted  of  the  wide  extended  empire  of  Chriff,  tnat  empire  knows 
no  bounds,  but  thofe  of  the  “  earth”  itfelf.  .  The  Hebrew  word 
yiK  is  often  ufed  for  both,  and,  as  the  dominion  of  Solomon  re- 
prefented  that  of  a  greater  than  Solomon,  both  are  comprehend¬ 
ed  in  the  fame  words.  And  it  is  obfervaole,  that  when  the  pro¬ 
phet  Zachariah  foretels  the  advent  of  <c  the  King  of  Sion,  in 

trreat  humility,  <(  meek,  and  riding  on  an  afs^”  he  deferibes  the 
*  7  excent 
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extent  of  his  kingdom  in  thefe  words — “  His  dominion  dial)  be 
<cevren  from  Tea  to  Tea,  and  from  the  river  even  to  the  ends  of 
“  the  earth.”  Zech.  ix.  9.  io. 

9.  rbey  that  dwfll  in  the  ’wilder  nef s  Jh  all  bow  before  him:  and 
his  enemies  fhall  lick  the  duft, 

Difiant  nations  f li bin i t ted  themfelves  to  tlie  feeptre,  and  prof, 
taemi  elves  oefore  the  throne  of  Solomon,  forefhewinn* 
tae  converfion  of  the  heathen  world  (in  the  figurative  lan¬ 
guage  of  prophecy,  frequently  ftyled,  “  the  wildernefs”)  to  the 
golpel,  and  the  lowly  adoration  to  be  made  by  penitent  tinners, 
at  the  footflool  of  the  king  of  glory.  They  who  take  not  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  diy  of  grace,  will  feel  the  rod  of  his  power  in  the 
day  of  vengeance,  when  his  “enemies”  fhall  all  be  fubjeded  to 
him;  when  death  himfelf  fhall  be  deflroyed  ;  and  “  duft  fhall  be 
“the  ferpent’s  meat.”  Ifni.  Ixv.  25.  Gen.  hi.  14. 

10.  The  kings  of  Tarjhijh  and  of  the  ifles  fhall  brimr  prefents  • 
the  kings  of  Sheba  and  Seba  fhall  offer  gifts. 

.  This  verfe  fuggefteth  to  our  meditation  feveral  curious  and 
mtereftmg  particulars,  all  tending  to  one  and  the  fame  end. 

As,  1.  1  he  munificent  prefents,  and  immenfe  treafures 
brought  to  Solomon  from  Tarfhi(h,and  the  ifles  of  the  Gentiles! 

1  K.  x.  22,  &c.  2.  1  he  coming  of  the  queen  of  Sheba  from  the 
iouth,  w!tn  ner  gifts  and  acknowledgments,  to  Jerufalem.  3. 
The  offerings  made  by  the  extern  Magi,  as  the  firft  fruits  of 
the  Gentiles,  to  the  Saviour  of  the  world.  And  laftly,  the  ac- 
ceiuon  or  the  nations  to  the  faith,  (even  thefe  c-  ifles  of  the  Gen- 

“  tiles,”)  bringing  their  glory  and  honour  into  the  city  of  God. 
bee  Ifai.  xhx.  ix.  Rev.  xxi.  24. 

i  t.  Tea,  all  kings  Jhall  fall  down  before  him ,  all  nations 
Jhall  jerve  him . 

1  Cnron.  is.  that  “all  the  kings  of  the  earth 
fought  the  prefence  o.  Solomon,  to  hear  his  wifdom  :  that  he 

«  Pf 3  1  the  kingS’  froin  the  river  even  unt0  the  land 
<c°u  thelPnl^ 1‘fnnes,  and  to  the  border  of  Egypt ;  and  that  they 

bi-caga.  unto  him  norfes  out  of  Egypt,  and  out  of  all  lands  ” 
i  ne  dora.n.on  of  Chrift  is  unirerfal ;  and  it  will  appear  to  be  fb 
a  the  laft  day  ;  when,  before  men  and  angels,  he'Ll  prove  hi 
clam  to  the  title  “King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords.” 

12..  For  he  fhall  ae  tver  the  needy  when  he  crieth;  the  poor  dFo 
and,  him  teat  hath  no  helper.  ,  3 .  He  fhall  [pare  the  poor  and  needy 
ana  fl,aJ  fine  the  fouls  of  the  needy.  1 4.  He  fhall  redeem  th'dr 

f2  ftg lkceit  and  vtolence  '•  precious  Jhall  their  blood  be  in 
Thefe  three  verfes,  confidered  as.  deferibing  the  juft  and  mer¬ 
pheuc.l  of  McOiih’.  reign,  they'  be  Is  S  Xd  tifZ 
P-Phrated-Tbe  ki„g,  a„d 
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Hi  all  accede  to  the  church  of  Chrift,  induced  fo  to  do  by  the  fame 
or  his  mercy,  no  lefs  than  by  that  of  his  majefty .  They  fhall 
hear  of  the  great  deliverance  wrought  by  him  for  the  poor  in 
fpirit?  who  make  their  prayer  unto  him,  ccnfefting  their  fins, 
and  acknowledging  the  inability  of  any  creature,  in  heaven  or 
earth,  to  recover  them  from  their  loft  eftate.  Thefe  he  dial! 
fpare,  and  pardon,  and  fave  from  fin,  and  from  death,  and 
from  hell.  He  (hall,  for  this  purpofe,  break  the  fnares,  and 
deftroy  the  power  of  their  great  oppreffor,  the  devil;  and  fo 
dear  fhall  their  blood  be  in  his  fight,  that  he  fhall  died  his 
own  for  it;  after  which,  ariiing  to  a  new  and  immortal  life, 
he  fhall  accomplidi  the  eternal  redemption  of  his  fervants. 

15.  And  he  fhall  live,  and  to  him  fhall  be  given  of  the  gold  of 
Sheba  ;  prayer  alfo  fhall  be  made  for  him  continually ,  and  daily  fhall 
he  be  praifed . 

As  Solomon’s  reign  was  long  and  profperous,  that  of  Meftiah 
is  everlafting  and  glorious;  as  the  rich  brought  •  prefen  ts  to  the 
one,  fo  the  nations  offered  up  themfelves,  their  poifedions,  their 
fouls  and  their  bodies,  to  the  other;  as  the  former  was  continu¬ 
ally  prayed  for,  and  blefted  by  his  lubjecls,  who  owed  peace  and 
plenteoufnefs  to  his  government  ;  fo,  with  regard  to  the  latter, 
prayer  is  made  ever  in  the  church,  for  the  increafe  andconfum- 
m  at  ion  of  his  kingdom  ;  and  daily  is  he  praifed,  by  his  people, 
for  all*  the  riches  of  grace,  for  all  the  comforts  of  the  Spirit,  and  for 
all  the  hopes  of  glory,  which  they  pofTefs,  and  enjoy,  through  him  . 

16.  There  (kail  be  an  handful  of  corn  in  the  earth ,  upon  the  top 
of  the  mountains  ;  the  fruit  thereof  fhall  fl:ake  like  Lebanon  ;  and 
they  of  the  city  floall  flour ifh  like  grafs  upon  the  earth. 

It  is  here  foretold,  that  in  the  days  of  Solomon,  wonderful  fbould 
be  the  fruitful nefs  of  Judea  ;  of  the  country  in  corn,  by  which 
the  city  islupported;  and  of  the  city  in  people,  who,  by  their 
numbers,  conftitute  the  ftrength  of  the  king.  The  fruitfulnefs 
of  the  country  was  to  be  fo  great,  that  from  an  “  handful  of 
«  corn,”  andjhat  fown  on  the  moft  barren  fpot,  the  “  top  of  a 
“  mountain,”  fhould  iflue  a  produce,  the  ears  of  which  would 

fhake,”  and  w'ave  in  the  wind,  like  the  woods  of  “Lebanon;” 
while  in  the  city,  a  freili  progeny  of  Ifraelites  was  itill  fpringing 
up,  and  advancing  to  maturity,  like  the  unnumbered  blades  of 
grafs,  in  a  field  w  hich  the  Lord  hath  hi efted.  See  1  K.  iv.  20, 
&c.  Such,  under  the  reign  of  king  Meftiah,  was  the  amazing 
increafe  of  the  “  word,”  when  fown  in  hearts  barren  before; 
fuch  the  aftonifning  multiplication  of  citizens  in  the  Chriftian 
church  ;  as  it  is  written,  A&s  vi.  7.  “  And  the  word  of  God  in- 

“  creafed  ;  and  the  number  of  the  difciples  multiplied  in  Jerufa- 
“  lem  greatly.”  So  let  it  be,  blefted  Lord,  wherefoever  thy  gof- 
pel  is  preached,  throughout  the  world. 

17.  His  name  fhall  remain  for  ever  ;  his  name  fhall  be  continue 

ed> 
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ed,  Heb.  propagated^  as  long  as  the  fun :  and  men  /ball  be  hie  [fed 
in  him  ;  all  nations  J hall  call  him  ble/fed . 

1  he  per  ion  and  kingdom  of  Solomon  have  been  ufed  all  a- 
long  as  a  channel,  through  which  to  convey  a  rnoit  iiluftrions 
prophecy  concerning  thole  of  Chrift.  But  here,  the  type  i'eems 
to  be  wholly  abforbed  in  the  great  antitype.  His u  nafne,”  his 
laving  name,  “  fhall  indeed  remain  for  ever, propagated, ”  with 
the  faith,  through  all  the  generations  of  men,  while  the 
another  of  his  representatives,  fhall  continue  to  maintain  his  Na¬ 
tion  in  the  heavens,  and  to  difFufe  his  light  upon  the  earth.  In 
HIM,  as  it  was  promifcd  to  Abraham,  fhall  all  the  true  children 
of  Abraham  be  “  blefied”  with  the  bleffings  of  eternity  ;  “  all 
u  nations  lhall  call  him  blefied,”  as  they  are  taught  todoin  the 
remaining  verfes  of  this  exalted  competition. 

j  8.  Ble/fed  be  the  Lord  God,  the  God  of  Ifraei ,  who  only  doth 
wondrous  things .  19.  And  ble/Jed  be  hisjglorious  name  for  tver ,  and 
let  the  whole  earth  be  filled  with  his  glory  •  Amen,  and.  Amen. 

Biefled,  therefore,  be  thou,  O  Lord  Jefu;  for  thou  art  the 
Lord  God,  even  the  God  of  ifraei,  who  haft  wrought  fuch  mi¬ 
racles  of  mercy,  for  thefalvation  of  the  church  :  and  blefled,  by 
thetonguesor  men  and  angels,  be  thy  holy  and  glorious  name; 
and  let  the  whole  earth  be  filled  with  the  amazingly  tranlcendent 
and  inconceivable  majelly  of  thy  molt  excellent  glory,  for  ever** 
more  l  So  be  it,  fo  be  it. 

XFv  DAY.  evening  prayer.  PSALM  LXXIIL 
ARGUMENT. 

The  perfon  fpeaking  in  this  Pfalm  relates  1 — 3.  the  procefs  of 
a  temptation,  occasioned  by  his  beholding  the  profperity  of 
wicked  men  upon  earth,  which  he deferibes,  4—  n.  with  12, 
—  14.  the  fuggeftions  of  nature  on  the  occafion;  but  in  oppo- 
fition  tothele,  grace  urges  15.  the  examples  of  faints,  16.  the 
difficulty  of  judging  concerning  God’s  difpenfations,  and  above 
all,  1 7-— 20.  the  final  ifliie  of  things  at  the  laft  day,  and  the 
end  of  that  profperity,  which  had  excited  his  envy,  Perfectly 
fausfied  with  theie  confiderations,  21,22.  he  owns  his  unea- 
ftnefs  to  have  fprung  from  his  ignorance;  and  23— 28  clofes 
the  Pi  aim  with  the  moft  affectionate  expreffions  of  his  full  truft 
and  confidence  in  the  divine  mercy  and  goednefs:  No  temp¬ 
tation  is  more  common  or  more  formidable,  than  that  above- 
mentioned.  A  more  powerful  and  affeffual  antidote  to  it  can¬ 
not  be  devifed,  than  this  moft  inftruaive  and  beautiful  Pfalm 
a  fiords. 

1.  Truly  God  is  good  to  Ifraei,  even  to  fuch  as  are  of  a  clean 
heart . 

I  his  declaration  feems  to  be  the  refult  of  a  long  ftruggle,  in 

the 
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the  mind  of  the  Pfalmiff,  between  nature  and  grace,  in  which  the 
latter  proves  victorious,  and,  notw  ithftanding  all  appearances  to 
the  contrary,  determines,  again!!  the  fuggcftions  of  the  former, 
that  God  is  the  lame  good  and  merciful  Goa  to  his  church  and 
people,  if  they  do  but  preferve  inviolable  their  fidelity  to  him, 
’whether,  in  this  world,  they  enjoy  profperity,  or  endure  afflic¬ 
tion. 

_  2.  But  as  for  me ,  my  feet  were  almofl  gone  :  my  fleps  had  well 
mgb  frpt .  3.  For  I  was  envious  at  the  foolifh  w  hen  /  Jaw  the 

profperity  of  the  wicked. 

^  1  emulations  impede  fhe  progrefs  of  the  Chriflian  in  the  way 
cl  righteoufnefs,  and  incline  him  to  fall  ;  as  it  happens  to  one  who 
waJks.  in  a  llippery  path.  The  temptation,  here  complained  of, 
is  that  excited  by  feeing  wealth  and  honour  in  the  hands  of  in¬ 
fidelity  and  villany,  while  the  faithful  fervantsof  Godarecover- 
ed  wirn  infamy,  and  oppretfed  by  poverty.  A  profpedt  of  this 
lort  is  apt  to  make  us d illrutt  the  love  of  heaven  towards  us,  and 
its  providence  over  us.  For  our  benefit,  therefore,  in  the  courfe 
o'  this  Pfahn,  the  dileafe  is  particularized,  and  the  remedy  pre- 
icribed. 

4.  for  there  are  no  bands ,  or,  pangs  in  their  death  ;  but  their 
Jlrength  is  firm. 

Health  and  firength  are  to  be  reckoned  among  tbofe  temporal 
blefiings,  which  the  long  buffering  of  God  fometimes  permits  the 
ungodly  to  enjoy.  And  accordingly,  we  find  men  of  that  caff, 
who  live  without  ficknefs,  and  die  in  a  manner  without  pain  : 
while  others,  of  a  contrary  character,  are  worn  with  chronica], 
or  racked  with  acute  di (orders,  which  bring  them  with  borrow 
and  torment,  to  the  grave. 

5.  They  are  not  in  trouble  as  other  men  .*  neither  are  they  plagu¬ 
ed  like  other  men. 

Calamities,  which  overwhelm  the  fin  all  concerns  of  the  poor 
righteous  man,  approach  not  the  borders  of  the  wealthy  (inner. 
Far  from  poverty,  as  free  from  difeafe,  he  feems  to  pals  his  days 
exemoted  from  the  miferies  of  mankind,  without  labour  or  anx- 
iery  :  and  not  fomucli  as  to  think  of  tbofe,  w  ho,  diilreffed  on 
all  tides,  can  fcarcely  earn  their  bread  by  the  fv/eat  cf  their  brows. 
See  this  fentiment  beautifully  dilated,Job  xxi.  lee  alfo  Jer.  xii.  j. 

6.  Therefore  pride  compafftih  them  about  as  a  chain:  violence 
cover  eth  them  as  a  garment. 

Ataovay  men  who  have  not  the  love  of  Godin  their  hearts, or 
his  fear  before  their  eyes,  pride  and  oppreflicn  are  the  offspring 
of  worldly  profperiry.'  T  he  daughters  attend  the  mother,  \\  here- 
ever  fhegoetb,  and  lhevv  themielves  openly  without  referve. 
Pride  compaffeth  them  about  as  a  chain  f  they  wear  it  for 
a  ornament  about  their  necks,  as  gold  chains,  collars,  or  neck- 
ces,  were  worn  *  See  Cant,  iv.  9.  dheevering  it  by  their  ffate- 
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]y  carriage.  See  Ifai.  iii.  16.  “  Violence  covereth  them  as  a 

‘‘garment  it  appearetli  outwardly,  in  all  they  fay,  or  do,  and 
engroCeth  the  whole  man ;  they  are,  as  the  Englifli  phrale  is, 
“  made  up  of  it.” 

7.  Their  eyes  J, land  out  with  fat nefs  ;  they  have  wore  than  heart 
could  wijh . 

“  A  man  may  be  known  by  his  looks,”  faith  the  fon  of  Sirach, 
Ecclef.  xix.  29.  The  choleric,  the  lafcivious,  the  melancholy, 
the  cunning,  &c.  Sec.  frequently  bear  their  tempers  and  ruling 
pafiions  ftrongly  marked  on  their  countenances :  but  more  efpe- 
cially  doth  the  foul  of  a  man  look  forth  at  his  “  eyes."  The 
*£  pride”  of  the  ungodly,  occafioned  by  great  and  unexpected  fuc- 
cels  in  the  world,  hardly  ever  fails  to  bewray  itfelf  this  way. 

8.  They  are  corrupt ,  and  Jpeak  wickedly  ;  concerning  oppreffon 

they  f peak  loftily.  ° 

Profperity,  in  an  irreligious  heart,  breeds tc  corruption,”  which 
from  thence  is  emitted  by  the  breath  in  converfation,  to  in  fed: 
and  taint  the  minds  of  others.  A  circle  of  fawning  dependants 
is  never  wanting,  to  whom  the  poor,  vain  and  ignorant  wretch, 
exalted  in  his  own  conceit  above  the  level  of  mortality,  may, 
from  the  chair,  without  controul,  didate  libertinilm  and  infideli¬ 
ty,  bidding  defiance  to  the  laws  of  God  and  man. 

9.  They  fet  their  mouth  again]}  the  heavens  •  and  their  tongue 
walketh  through  the  earth. 

The  bleffings,  for  which  a  Chriflian  praifes  his  God,  only 
caufe  the  infidel  to  blafpherne  him.  So  true  is  that  of  Solomon 
u  1  profperity  of  fools  deflroyeth  them.”  What  a  pity  is  it, 
that  the  former  fliould  ever  be  lets  zealous  and  indefatigable  in 
diliufing  his  piety,  than  we  know  the  latter  is  in  propagating 
his  blafphemies  through  the  earth  ? 

10.  Therefore  his  people  return  thither :  and  waters  of  a  full  cun 
are  wrung  out  to  them. 

It  feemeth  impoffible  to  afeertain,  with  any  degree  of  precifi- 
°,n’  ,tt!e  nieanlng  of  this  verfe,  or  to  whom  it  relates.  Some 
mime  it  intends  thofe  people  who  refort  to  the  company  of  the 
wicked,  becaufe  they  find  their  temporal  advantage  by  it;  while 
others  aie  of  opinion,  that  the  people  of  God  are  meant,  who 
by  continually  revolving  in  their  thoughts  the  fubjed  here  treat¬ 
ed  of,  namely,  the  profperity  of  the  wicked,,  are  fore  grieved 
and  enforced  to  fhed  tears  in  abundance.  Mr.  Mud«e  tranf- 
lates  the  verfe  thus--  Therefore  let  his  (God's)  people  come 
beroie  them,  and  waters  in  full  mealure  would  be  wrung  out 
from  them.”  That  is,  “  Should  God’s  people  fall  into  their 
‘  lianos  they  would  lqueeze  them  to  the  full ;  they  would  wring 
“out  all  the  juice  in  their  bodies  He  takes  ‘‘waters  in  full 
mealure,”  to  have  been  a  proverbial  exp  ref  Finn. 

1 1  •  tlP lay  ho™  doth  God  ton*?  and  is  there  knowledge  in 
the  mojt  High .  . 
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They  who  interpret  the  foregoing  verfe  of  the  people  of  God 
tempted  by  the  fuecefs  of  the  ungodly  to  dillrult  his  providence! 
fuppofe  this  and  the  following  verfes  to  be  uttered  by  “them  99 
as  queftioning  whether  God  had  any  regard  to  what  palled  here 
below.  But,  to  avoid  confufion  ofperfons,  I  would  rather  fup- 
pofe  the  foregoing  verfe  (to  whomfoever  it  may  belong)  to  be 
parenthetic,  and  the  verfe  now  under  confideration  to  be  an  e- 
picurean  atheiltical  fpeech  in  the  mouth  of  the  wicked,  above 
defcribed  at  large  ;  after  which,  the  Pfalrwift  goes  on,  in  his 
own  perfon,  as  from  the  beginning,  to  relate  the  temptation 
which  he  underwent,  and  the  iffue  of  it. 

I  2.  Behold,  theft  are  the  ungodly  who  profper  in  the  world ,  they 
increafc  in  riches. 

The  temptation  is-  now  {fated  in  its  full  force.  “  Tbefe” 
worthleis,  ungodly,  blafphemous  wretches,  whofe  characters  I 
have  been  delineating, “  thefe”  are  the  men  who  profper  in  the 
world,  who  fucceed  in  every  thing  they  undertake,  and  roll  in 
riches!  What  are  we  to  think  of  God,  his  providence,  and 
his  prornifes  ? 

13.  Verily ,  /  have  cleanfed  my  heart  in  vain,  and  wafhed  my 
hands  in  innocency  :  14.  For  all  the  day  long  have  1  been  plagued 
and  chajlened  every  morning . 

Nature  will  be  apt  upon  this  occafion  to  fuggeft,  that  all  my 
faith,  my  charity,  and  my  devotion,  all  my  watching,  and  fall¬ 
ings,  in  fflort,  ail  the  labour  and  pains  I  have  taken  in  the  way 
of  goodnefs,  have  been  altogether  vain  and  fruitlefs ;  fince, 
while  the  rebellious  enemies  of  God  enjoy  the  world  andthem- 
felves  at  pleafure,  I,  who  continue  his  fervant,  am  in  perpetual 
tribulation  and  affliction . 

I5*  V  * fay  /  will  /peak,  cr,  declare ,  or  preach  thus;  behold 
J  fhould  offend  againft  the  generation  of  thy  children. 

The  Pjal'mift,  having  thus  partiularized  the  difeafe,  proceeds 
now,  like  a  fkilful  phyfician  of  the  foul,  to  preferibe  a  medicine 
tor  it,  which  is  compounded  of  many  falutary  ingredients. 
And  firfi,  to  the  fuggeffions  of  nature,  grace  oppofes  the  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  children  of  God,  who  never  fell  from  their  hope 
in  another  world,  becaufe  of  their  fufferings  in  this.  For  a  man 
therefore,  to  diftrult  the  divine  goodnefs  on  that  account,  is  to 
belie  their  hope,  renounce  their  faith,  and  ifrike  his  name  out  of 
their  lift. 

16.  When  I  thought  to  knciv  this ,  it  was  too  painful  for  me. 

Afecond  reafon  why  a  man  fhould  not  be  too  forward  to  ar¬ 
raign  God’s  difpenfations  of  injuffice,  is  the  extreme  difficulty  of 
underflauding  and  .comprehending  the  whole  of  them,  which  in¬ 
deed  is  not  to  be  done  by  the  human  mind,  unlefs  God  himfelf 
fflall  vouchfafe  it  the  necefrary  information.  “It  was  too  pain¬ 
ful  for  me,”  fays  the  Pfalmili. 

17.  Until 
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17.  £7: ntil  1  merit  into  the  fanftuary  of  God ;  then  underjlood  1 
their  end. 

The  third  argument,  with  which  we  may  reprefs  the  fpirit  of 
murmuring  and  dibrub,  lo  apt  to  be  excited  by  the  profperity  of 
the  wicked,  is  one  communicated  to  us  by  the  word  of  God, 
which  alone  can  acquaint  us  with  what  is  to  be  the  “  end,”  the 
final  portion  of  Tinners  at  the  lab  day.  This  is  an  arrow  from 
the  heavenly  quiver,  which  brings  down  our  enemy  at  once, 
and  lays  Dagon  proftrate  before  the  ark. 

18.  Surely  thou  didfl ,  or,  dojlfet  them  inflippery  places;  thou 
cafledft  them  down  into  dej l ruction. 

Worldly  profperity  is  as  the  narrow  and  flippery  fummitof  a 
mountain,  on  which,  to  anfwer  thedefigns  of  his  providence,  God 
permits  the  wicked,  during  his  pleafure,  to  take  their  bation  ; 
till  at  length  the  fatal  hour  arrives,  when  by  a  broke  unfeen, 
they  fail  from  thence,  and  are  lob  in  the  fathom! e is  ocean  of  bor¬ 
row,  torment,  and  defpair. 

19.  How  are  they  brought  into  defolation  as  in  a  moment! 
They  are  utterly  confumed  with  terrors . 

The  bidden  alteration,  which  death  makes  in  the  bate  of  a 
powerful  and  opulent  Tinner,  cannot  but  affeft  all  around  him, 
though  they  behold  but  one  part  of  it.  How  much  more  would 
they  be  abonifhed  and  terrified,  if  the  curtain  between  the  two 
v* 01  Ids  wei  e  undrawn,  and  the  other  hair  of  the  change  difclof- 
ed  to  view  !  Let  faith  do  that,  which  fight  cannot  do  ;  and  then 
the  ungodly,  however  wealthy  and  honourable,  willfurely  ceafe 
to  be  the  objects  of  our  envy. 

20.  As  a  dream  when  one  awaketh ,  fo,  0  Lord,  when  thou 
awake/I,  or,  caufeft  them  to  awake ,  thou  Jbalt  defpife  their  image . 

-i  he  life  or  the  ungodly  is  abeep  ;  their  happinefs  a  dream, 
illuhveand  tranfiitory  ;  at  belt  a  fhadow ;  aftewards,  nothin*. 
At  the  day  of  death,  the  foul  is  roufed  out  of  this  beep,  and  the 
dream  van i flies.  When  God  lhall  thus  awaken  them,  he  will 
defpife  tneir  image,”  he  will  bring  tq  nought,  and  render  ut- 
ter]y  contemptible,  even  in  their  own  Tight,  as  well  ns  that  of 
him  fell,  of  his  holy  angels,  and  the  fpirits  of  the  righteous,  thofe 
imaginary  and  fantabic  pleafures,  for  which  they  have  lob  the 
lu  bitan  tub  joys  and  glories  of  his  heavenly  kingdom.  Now 
therefore,  while  it  will  not  be  in  vain,  “  Awake,  thou 
that  fleepeft  and  anfe  from  the  dead,  and  Chrib  (hall  give  thee 
-hghc.”  Ephef.  v.  ,4.  See  Job  xx.  4.  See,  Ifai.  xxix. 

o. 

2 1  .  Thus  my  heart  was  grieved,  Heb.  in  a  ferment ,  and  I  was 

pricked  rn  my  reins.  22.  So  foolifh  was  /,  and  ignorant  ,  1  was 
a  heajt  before  thee . 

The  Pialmift,  fully  fatisfied  with  the  conduct  ofprovider.ee  re- 
fleets  upon  the  folly  0f  his  former  uneafinefs,  and  humbly  owns, 

'  '  that 


■ 


■-a® — urn 


t5% $* 


£44  A  COMMENTARY  PSAl.  73. 

that  his  doubts  were  occasioned  folely  bv?  his  ignorance  of  God'*s 
ways;  while  he  formed  his  judgment  of  them,  without  having 
duly  taken  into  consideration  the  final  iflue  of  things.  The  lait 
day,  when  it  comes,  will  bring  with  it  a  folution  of  ail  difficulties. 
He  who  bears  impreffed  upon  his  mind  fuch  an  idea  of  that  day, 
as  the  Scriptures  can  give  him,  may  folve  them  now. 

23.  Never tbelefs ,  1  am  continually  with  thee  ;  thou  haft  holdert 
me  hv  my  right  hand. 

The  remainder  of  the  Pfalm  contains  the  mod:  dutiful  and  af¬ 
fectionate  expreflions  of  a  mind  perfectly  at  eafe,  and  repoling 
it l elf  with  comfortable  affurance,  on  the  loving  kindnefs  of  the 
Lord,  of  which  it  had  experienced  a  frefh  inttance,  in  its  fup- 
port  under  the  late  temptation,  and  complete  vidory  over  it, 
“  I  am  continually  with  thee,”  as  a  child  under  the  tender  care 
of  a  parent ;  and,  as  a  parent,  during  my  danger  of  falling,  in 
a  flippe.ry  path,  “thou  hall  holden  me  thy  child,  “by  my 
“  right  hand.” 

24.  Thou  ft oalt  guide  ms  with  thy  counfel ,  and  afterwards  re¬ 
ceive  me  to  glory. 

He  who,  but  a  little  while  ago,  feemed  to  queftion  the  pro¬ 
vidence  of  God  over  the  affairs  of  men,  now  exults  in  happy  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  divine  mercy  and  favour  towards  himfelf ;  nothing 
doubting  but  that  grace  would  ever  continue  to  guide  him  upon 
earth,  till  glory  fhould  crown  him  in  heaven.  Such  are  the 
bleffed  effects  of  “going  into  the  fanduary,”  and  confulting  the 
“  lively  oracles,”  in  all  our  doubts,  difficulties,  and  temptati¬ 
ons. 

25.  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee?  And  there  is  none  upon 
eartn  that  1  defer  e  he  (ides,  Heb.  with ,  or,  in  comparifen  of  thee . 

The  believing  foul  feems  here  to  fpeak  in  the  perfon,  and 
with  the  affedion  of  a  fpoufe,  declaring,  that  not  only  earth, 
but  heaven  itfelf  would  be  unfatisfadory  and  comfort leff,  with¬ 
out  the  prefence  of  her  beloved  Redeemer,  the  God  of  her  fal- 
vation.  But  there  is  a  pathos  in  the  words  themfelves,  which 
though  the  Chriftian  feels,  the  commentator  cannot  exprefs. 

-  26.  My  jlefb  and  my  heart  faileth:  But  God  is  the  ftrength  of 
my  heart  and  my  portion  for  ever. 

None  of  thofe  things,  in  the  abundance  of  which  the  wicked 
place  their  happinefs,  can  deliver  us  in  the  day  of  death.  “Flefh 
muff  revert  to  duff,  and  the  “  heart”  muff  ceafe  its  beating. 
He  alone  therefore,  is  the  proper  objed  of  our  faith  and  love, 
who  can  fupport,  and  carry  us  through  the  dreadful  hour,  and 
then  raife  us  again,  to  be  our  “portion  for  ever.”  Lord  Jefu, 
who  haff  fo  gracioufly  promifed  to  become  our  portion  in  the 
next  world,  prevent  us  from  chufing  any  other,  in  this. 

27.  For  to,  they  that  are  far  from  thee ,  Jhall  peri  ft?  :  thou  haft 

deftroyedf  or,  wilt  deftroy  ail  them  that  go  a  whoring  from  thee . 

They 


■ 
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1  iicy  who  are  “  far  from  God,”  arc  juft  lo  far  from  falvati- 
on  ;  and  of  courfe,  if  they  remain  in  that  (ituarion,  mult  “  pe- 
“  rilh.”  Nor  have  they  reafon  to  expeft  any  other  fate,  who 
Jn  their  hearts  depart  from  the  holy  Jeliis,  after  he  lias  betroth¬ 
ed  them  to  hiinfelf  in  righteoufnefs  5  and  prefer  to  him  the  vil- 
eft  and  baleft  of  his  enemies,  the  world  and  the  flelh,  by  whole 
wicked  hands  he  was  crucified  and  {lain. 

2|\  But  it  is  good  for  me  to  draw  near  to  Cod.-  ]  will  put  my 
tiujt  in  the  Lord  Cod,  that  I  may  declare  all  thy  works. 

As  if  the_  Pfalmift  had  faid,  in  other  words— Hear,  therefore 
the  conclufion  of  the  whole  matter.  Let  others,  dazzled  by  the 
blaze  of  worldly  prolperity,  forfake  God,  to  obtain  a  (hare  of  it 
or  murmur  againft  him,  becauft  they  cannot  obtain  it.  I  am 
perluaded,  it  now  is,  and  finally  will  be  “good,”  delightful  pro¬ 
fitable,  and  honourable  “  for  me  to  draw  near,”  and  join  n,y- 
«  “to  him  which,  in  this  life,  I  can  do  no  othervvife,  than 
by  believing  and  hoping  in  his  holy  name;  “  I  will  put  my 
trull:  in  the  Lord  God,”  and  excite  others  to  do  the  fame  bv 
declaring  his  works,”  and  difpenlations  ;  that  all  may  perceive 
wnat^an  amazing  dilterence  will  one  day  be  made,  between  him 
who  mice  ta  alter  the  creature,  and  him  who  loveth  the  Creator. 

PSALM  LXXIV. 

argument. 

Upon  whatever  occafion  this  Pfalm  might  have  been  originally 
compofc-d,  it  is  plainly  intended  for  the  ufe  of  the  church  ifi 
time  of  perlecutton  x.  She  bemoans  herfelf  as  deferred  by 

'  In',  ;  ,the.retur"  of  wlj0,e  favonr  fhe  intreats,  2.  on  account 
of  his  having  redeemed  her;  3-9.  of  the  ravages  made  and 

.  “  oaches  thrown  out  by  the  enemy  ;  ii _ j-  ille 

reminos  him  of  the  wonders  formerly  wrought  in  her  behalf, 
end  it,  x  7.  of  his  power  and  goodnels,  manifelted  in  the 
common  conrie  of  nature  ;  19.  of  the  relation  in  which  fhe 
ft.ndstohim;  20.  of  his  covenant ;  21,  22.  of  the  honour 

ready  7a  7’  ^  lncreafu,Sfury  of  her  advei-faries,  juft 

ieau/  to  i  wallow  her  up.  t  9  J 

1.  OCod,  why  haft  thou  caft  us  off  for  ever  P  Iff 7  doth  H-'-e 
anger  fmoke  againft  the  Jheep  of  thy  pffiure  ? 

God  not  only  permits,  but  by  his  prophet,  who  indited  this 

”d"  perfa„,i„„“„  „,r 

her  A  .  ,  ’  fo;.  h',v,ng  to  all  appearance,  finally  delected 

his  coma  m  ’  'ni  UCh  depiorable  cfi-cumftances,  (he  may  move 
co.npaihon,  and,  as  it  were,  revive  his  love  towards  her 

ie  is  taught  to  remind  him  of  that  endearing  relation  which 

"  t»*.  w  A:  rf ! 

-  phCld  t0  ‘LS  fllssP;T  T!'-“  foul,  when  led  into  capti- 
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nd  detained  in  it,  by  a  prevailing  Id  ft  or  pnffton,  may 
her  prayer  like  wile  in  thefe  words  adapted  to  her  cafe. 

...  Remember  thy  congregation ,  which  thou  haft  pur  chafed  of  old; 
the  rod ,  or,  tribe,  or,  portion  of  thine  inheritance,  which  thou  heji 
redeemed ,  this  mount  Sion  -wherein  thou  haft  dwelt . 

The  Ifrselitifti  church  pleads  for  mercy,  upon  thefe  consider¬ 
ations,  that  God  had  formerly  vcuchfafed  to  redeem  her  fi cm 
the  Egyptian  bondage,  and  to  fix  his  refldcnce  on  mount  Sion, 
all  which  would  prove  to  have  been  done  in  vain,  fbould  he  leave 
her,  at  iaft,  in  the  hands  of  her  enemies.  The  Redemption  by 
Tefus  Chrift,  and  his  habitation  in  the  church  Chriftian,  by  his 
Spirit,  are  the  correfponding  arguments  to  be  urged,  on  lirmlar 
occafions,  by  her,  and  by  the  believing  foul. 

3.  Lift  up  thy  feet  unto  the  perpetual  deflations ;  even  all  that 
the  enemy  hat h  done  wickedly  in  the  fandiuary . 

God  is  reprefented  as  having  withdrawn  himfelf,  and  depart¬ 
ed  afar  off;  he  is  therefore  intreated  to  return  without  delay,  ro 
view  the  long  lading  defolation  of  the  once  highly  favoured  ci¬ 
ty,  and  the  ravages  made  by  aliens,  in  the  fancluary  ;  which  could 
net  but  excite  in  him  companion  for  his  people,  and  indignati¬ 
on  again  it  their  enemies.  The  outward  calamities  of  a  perle- 
cuted  church  lliould  caufe  us  to  reflect  on  the  lad  havoc  and  de¬ 
valuation  made  by  fin  and  Satan  in  the  foul,  which  before  was 
the  city  and  temple  of  the  living  God. 

4.  Thine  enemies  roar  in  the  rnidft  of  thy  congregations ,  or,  pla¬ 
ces  of  wotjkip  ;  they  Jet  up  their  enfirtgs  for  fgns . 

No  found  can  be  more  {hocking  than  the  confufed  clamour 
of  an  heathen  army  hacking  the  temple  ;  no  light  fo  afflicting,  as 
that  of  “  the  abomination  of  defolation  {landing  in  the  holy 
u  place. ”  Turbulent  pafiions are  the  enemies,  which  raife  an  up¬ 
roar  of  confuflon  in  the  heart  ;  wealth,  power,  and  pleafure, 
are  the  idols,  which  profane  that  fancluary. 

c.  A  man  was  famous  according  as  he  lifted  up  axes  upon  tee 
thick  trees.  6.  But  now  they  break  down  the  carved  work  thereof 
with  axes  and  hammers ,\ 

1  he  difficulty  of  thefe  verfes  lies  altogether  in  the  firft  word, 
without  which,  their  literal  conftrudtions  is  as  follows — 
*  As  he  who  lifted  up  axes  in  the  thick  wood,  fo  now  they,” 
the  enemies  abovementioned,  “  break  down  the  carved  work 
<<  thereof,”  of  the  fancluary,  u  with  hatchets  and  hammers.” 
Some  interpreters  render  jnP  imperfcrially ;  not  “He  was  fa- 
«  rnous,”  but  “  It  is  well  known,”  it  is  manifeft,  O  God,  to 
all  the  world,  “  that  as  he  who  lifteth  up  axes,  fo  now,”  &c. 
Or,  may  not  the  lenfe  be-~“  as  jnp  a  knowing  Nilful  perfon, 
<<  one  who  imderftands  his  buflnefs,  lifted  up  the  axe  in  the  thick 
<<  w  ood,  fo  now  men  let  themfelves  to  work  to  demolilh  iheor- 

«  naments  and  timbers  of  the  fancluary,”  The  words  luggeft 

another 


-a 


another  reafon  why  God  ihould  arife  and  have  mercy  upon  Si- 


internal  and  Spiritual  temple  fometimes  fuller  as  much  from  the 


7.  They  have  caft  fire  Into  the  fan  flu  ary,  they  have  dt filed, 
or,  defe crated,  by  calling  down  the  dwelling  place  cj  thy  name  to 


burnt  by  Nebuchadnezzar.  When  animalities  break  forth,  and 


“  tuary:”  when  the  foul  links  under  a  temptation,  the  “  dwelling 


Such  is  the  rage  of  infidels,  when  it  pleafes  God,  for  the  fins 
of  his  people,  to  let  them  loofe  upon  the  church,  as  beads  of 
prey.  From  feenes  like  thefe,  we  learn  the  temper  and  difpo- 
lidon  of  that  raging  .adverfary  of  mankind,  and  his  adociates ; 
who,  if  permitted,  would  root  Chriftianity  cut  of  every  heart. 
il  W arch,  therefore,  and  pray,”  faith  the  Captain  of  our  falvati- 
om,  to  all  his  foldiers. 

9.  tVe  fiee  not  our  figns ,  there  is  wo  more  any  prophet,  neither 
is  there  among  us  any  that  knoweth  how  long. 

Darknefs  is  horrible  in  itfelf,  and  adds  horror  to  every  thing 
elfs.  The  church,  therefore,  complains^  that  in  the  midit  of  al  l 
her  other  troubles,  die  was  defer  ted  by  the  light  of  heaven. 
No  “  figns,”  or  miracles,  were  exhibited  for  her  comfort ;  there 
was  no  “  prophet,”  to  inform  her  concerning  the  will  of  God, 
or  to  promife  her  an  “  end”  of  her  afil:6lions,  as  Daniel  did, 
when  die- was  a  captive  in  Babylon.  Sin  darkens  the  undcrfhind- 
ing,  taking  from  it  that  light,  the  direction  of  which  it  then 
fianda  molt  in  need  of. 

10.  0  God?  how  long  fij  all  the  a  dv  erf  ary  reproach  P  fin  all  the 
enemy  blqfpheme  thy  name  for  ever  P  11.  Why  with  dr  aw  eft  thou 
thine  band,  even  thy  right  hand  P  Pluck  it  out  of  thy  bojom.  ' 

To  an  enumeration  of  calamities  fucceeds  a  prayer  for  delive¬ 
rance,  grounded  on  the  neceffity  of  God’s  vindicating  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  his  name  from  the  infolent  and  blafphemous  reproaches 
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let  iiis  right  hand  become  glorious  in  the  vindication  of  his  .name 
and  the  defence  of  his  inheritance. 

- 

12.  tor  God  is  my  King  of  old ,  working  fa  Iv  at  ion  in  the  mid  ft 

of  the  earth.  ,  ,  J 

And  that  he  will  do  fo,  there  is  always  reafon  for  the  afflic¬ 
ted  church  to  hope  ;  becaufe,  as  her  “  king,”  he  conduced  and 
proteSed  her  of  old,  and  wrought  “lalvatio-n”  for  her  upon  the 
earth;  temporal  falvation  by  the  hand  of  Mofes  ;  eternal  falva- 
tion  by  the  power  of  Chrid. 

13.  Thou  din ft  divide  the  fea  by  thy  flrength ;  thou  breakeft  the 
heads  of  the  dragons  in  the  waters. 

The  firii  part  of  this  verfe  alludes  to  that  marvellous  a  cl  of 
omn ipotc nee,  w  hich  divided  the  red  lea,  for  Ifrael  to  pals  over; 
too  iecond  pail,  to  the  return  of  its  waves  upon  the  headsof  the 
Egyptians,  who,  like  fo  many  lea  monlters,  opening  their  mouths 
to  devour  the  people  of  God,  were  overwhelmed  and  perifhedin 
the  mighty  waters.,  1  he  Chrillian  church  is  taught  to  contem¬ 
plate,  under  this  figure,  the  falvation  of  her  children,  and  the 
dedruction  of  their  fpiritual  enemies,  by  the  waters  of  baptifm. 
See  1  Cor.  x,  2.  and  the  office  for  baptifm  in  the  church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  Parallel  to  this  palfage  in  our  Plain)  is  that  moftlublime 
cue,  1 1 : 1  i .  li.  9,  10,  11.  u  Awake,  awake,  put  on  llrength,  O 
<i  arm  of  the  Lord  ;  awake,  as  in  the  ancient  days,  in  the  o-ene- 
<f  rations  of  old.  Art  thou  not  in  it,  that  hath  cut  Rahabf  and 
wounded  the  dragon?  Art  thou  not  it  that  hath  dried  the  fea, 
“  the  waters  of  the  great  deep;  that  hath  made  the  depths  of 
the  fea  away,  tor  the  ranforned  to  pals  over.  Therefore,  the 
(i  redemeed  of  the  Lord  lhall  return,  and  come  with  tinging  un¬ 
to  Zion,  and  everlading  joy  lhall  be  upon  their  heads  :  they 
lhall  obtain  gladnels  and  joy,  and  borrow  and  mourning  lhall 
fiee  a  wav.”  .  * 


14  Thou  breakeft  the  heads  of  the  leviathan  in  pieces,  and  gov- 
efl'  him  to  be  meat  to  the  people  inhabiting  the  wilder nefs . 

“  Leviathan”  Hands  for  Pharaoh,  or  the  Egyptian  power,  re¬ 
prefen  ted  by  the  Egyptian  animal,  the  “  crocodile”  of  Nile,  the 
Egyptian  river.  The  “  heads,”  of  leviathan  are  the  princes  of 
Egypt,  the  leaders  of  the  Egyptian  armies.  And  “the  people, 
“  or  inhabitants  of  the  wildernefs,”  to  whom  they  were  given 
for  a  prey,  are  not  men,  but  a  fpecies  of  wild  beads,  haunting  the 
deferts,  for  w  hich  the  word  is  ufed,  Ifai.  xiii.  21 .  and  xxxiv. 

14.  The  fenfe  therefore  is,  that  the  bodies  of  Pharaoh  and  his 
captains  were  thrown  on  ffiore  by  the  fea,  and  fo  became  food 
for  the  wild  beads  of  the  neighbouring  deferts.  The  final  de- 
drudlion  of  the  adverfaries  of  MellialPs  kingdom  is  deferibed  at 
large  under  a  like  image,  Rev.  xix.  17,  Sec. 

15.  Thou  didfi  cleave  t  he  fountain  and  the  flood — that  is,  draw 
forth  the  fountain  and  the  flood  by  cleaving  the  rock— thou  drkdfl 
up  mighty  rivers  ft  ■  ■  <•  -  Two 
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Two  other  remarkable  exertions  of  the  divine  power,  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  Ifraelites,  are  here  referred  to.  Water  was  brought 
out  of  the  rock,  to  fatisfy*  their  third,  in  the  time  of  drought  ;  and 
the  river  Jordan  was  dried  up,  to  open  the  paffage  for  them  into 
Canaan.  In  the  former  of  thefe  tranfadlions,  faith  beholds  the 
water  of  life  fpringing  from  the  Rock  of  Salvation;  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  are  difcerned  the  my  hie  death  and  refurreclion  of  Chrifti- 
ans,  as  a  prelude  to  the  corporeal  ;  when,  riling  from  the  depths 
of  the  grave,  they  lhall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

1 6.  The  day  is  thine ,  the  night  aljo  is  thine,  thou  haft  prepared 
the  light  and  the  fun .  17.  Thou  baft  fet  all  the  borders  oj  the 

earth  :  thou  haft  made  fummer  and  winter. 

Prom  the  miraculous  interpositions  of  God  in  the  behalf  of 
his  people,  the  church  paffas  to  thole  ordinary  and  Handing  evi¬ 
dences  of  his  goodnefs  towards  us,  the  fweec  vicillit tides  of  light 
and  darknefs,  and  the  grateful  fucceffion  of  times  and  leafons ; 
by  which  man  is  taught,  in  the  moll  forrowful  night,  to  look  for 
a  joyful  morning  ;  and,  during  the  fevered  winter,  to  expect  a 
reviving  fpring.  Ihus  is  the  revolving  year  ourconffant  in  ft  mo¬ 
tor  and  monitor ;  inceflantly  inculcating  the  duties  of  faith  and 
hope,  as  well  asthofeof  adoration,  gratitude,  and  praife. 

18.  Remember  this,  that  the  enemy  hath  reproached,  0  LoPvD, 
and  that  the  foolifh  people  have  hlafphemed  thy  name.  19.  0  deli - 
ver  not  the  foul  of  thy  turtle  dove  unto  the  multitude  of  the  wicked, 
forget  not  the  congregation  of  thy  poor  for  ever. 

After  endeavouring  to  lupporc  her  own  faith,  and  excite  the 
z^ai  of  God  for  his  inheritance,  by  a  rehearfal  of  former  mercies, 
the  church  again  urges  the  argument  of  “  reproach,”  touched 
on  before,  at  ver.  10  ;  and  then  reminds  her  Saviour  of  that  en¬ 
dearing  appellation  of  his  “turtle  dove  ft  by  which  he  had  not 
clifdained  to  addrefs  her,  in  times  pad.  This  turtle  dove,  lini- 
ple,  detencelefs,  fohtary,  meek,  timid  and  mournful,  was  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  being  fpeedily  devoured  by  her  inveterate  and  implacable 
enemies;  who,  like  birds  of  prey,  befet  her  on  all  Tides,  thirding 
impatiently  for  her  blood.  What  an  irrcfiftible  force  do  thele 
circumdances  give  to  the  words— “  O  deliver  not  the  foul  of  thy 
“  turtle  dove  unto  the  multitude  of  the  wicked  ;  and  forget  not 
“  the  congregation  of  thy  poor  for  ever  !”  Let  us  not  fail,  in 

tue  hour  of  temptation,  to  ufe  them,  and  try  the  fuccefs  of 
them. 

20.  Have  refpeH  unto  the  covenant  :  for  the  dark  places  of  the 

eart,’l  or’  the  land>  “re  full  of  the  habitations  of  cruelty. 

x  he  main  anchor  of  the  holy  ark,  in  florins  and  tempefts,  is 

V,'t  i-"?the  COVENANT  of  Grace,  made  from  the  beginning  in 
■Meiliah;  communicated  to  Noah,  Abraham,  David,  &c.  as  his 
illuitrious  reprelentatives,  and  in  them  to  the  lioufe  of  Ifrael- 
accotnplnhed  (as  Zacharias  beareth  witnefs  by  his  foil",  Luk.  i’ 

72;  &'<:•) 
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{2,  at  birth  of  Chrift,  and  then  extended  to  the  Gew- 
t'des.  To  this  covenant,  and  the  pro  ruffes  made  therein,  the 
church  here  appeals,  at  a  time  when  the  enemy  ravaged  the  pro. 
nnled  land  atpleafure,  and  every  thing  feemed  to  forebode  the 
utter  extirpation  cf  the  law  and  people  of  God.  Hither,  there¬ 
fore,  the  foul  is  to  fly  for  refuge,  when  nothing  elfe  leeins  capa¬ 
ble  of  affording  any. 

21.  0  let  not  the  opprejfed  return  afhamed :  let  the  poor  and 
needy  praife  thy  name. 

It  is  for  the  honour  of  God,  that  they  who  have  reccurfe  to 
him  l  or  help,  fhould  not,  by  “  returning”  without  it,  fuffer 

lhame”  andconfuflon,  in  the  prefence  of  their  infulting adver- 
fanes.  And  another  motive  to  engage  his  afliihnce  is,  that  for 
every  loft  foul,  there  will  be  a  voice  the  lefs  in  that  choir,  which 
is  to  “  praife  his  name,”  to  ail  eternity. 

22,  Arife ,  0  God,  plead  thine  own  caufe  :  remember  how  the 
fool'd h  man  blafphcmeth  thee  daily.  23.  Forget  not  the  voice  cf 
thine  enemies  :  the  tumult  of  ■  thofe  that  rife  up  ogairjt  thee  in - 
creafth  continually . 

The  church,  growing  more  importunate  in  her  petitions,  as 
the  danger  increafes,  befeeches  God  to  appear  in  her  caufe,  as 
being  in  effed  his  own,  on  account  of  his  prornifes,  his  attributes 
of  rigbteoufnefs  and  truth,  and  the  reproaches  calf  on  Him, 
through  his  people.  While  fpeaking,  fhe  feems  to  hear  the  tu¬ 
multuous  clamours  of  the  approaching  enemy  growing  every  mi¬ 
nute  louder,  as  they  advance  ;  and  we  leave  the  “turtle  dove,” 
without  the  divine  affiftance,  ready  to  link  under  the  talons  of  the 
rapacious  eagle. 


XV .  DAY.  MORNING  PRAYER.  P  S  A  I.  M  LXXV. 

A  R  G  U  M  E  N 


mrs 

X  • 


The  prophet,  1.  gives  thanks,  with  the  church,  to  God  for  the 
maiufeftation  of  his  name,  and  the  wonders  of  falvation 
wrought  thereby.  2.  He  declares  his  refolution  of  executing 
judgment  and  judice  in  his  kingdom,  which  3.  had  been  in 
diforder  and  confuflon  ;  4 — 6.  he  rebukes  the  wicked  ;  6,  7. 
reminds  them  of  the  power,  providence,  counfels  and  judg¬ 
ments  of  God  ;  9,  10.  he  concludes  with  repeating  his  re¬ 
folution  to  praife  God;  to  break  the  power  of  w'ickednefs; 
and  to  edablifh  rigbteoufnefs. 

1.  Unto  thee,  0  God,  do  we  give  thanks,  unto  thee  do  vse  give 
thanks  j  for  that  thy  name  is  near,  thy  wondrous  works  declare. 

The  church  offers  up  her  repeated  praifesto  God  for  delive¬ 
rance;  fhe  acknowledges  the  prefence  of  his  name  in  the  mid  ft 
of  her,  which  had  been  evidenced  by  the  “  wonderful  works” 

wrought  for  her  falvation.  Upon  whatever  occafion  tilde  words. 
°  *  were 
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were  originally  indited,  the  Chriftian  church  now  celebrates  in 
them  that  great  deliverance,  which,  by  lo  many  miracles  of 
mercy  and  power,  hath  been  accompliffied  for  her,  through 
MeiTlah,  who  is  in  Scripture  frequently  ftyled,  “the  name  of  je- 
“hovah.”  See  Ifai.  xxx.  27. 

2.  When  I  fin  l l  receive  the  congregation ,  7  will  judge  uprightly. 

The  fir  ft  verfe  was  fpoken  by  many  perfons ;  “unto  thee  O 

“  God  do  WE  give  thanks;”  here  the  lpeaker  is  one,  and  that 
one  is  plainly  a  ruler,  who  promifes,  that  when  he  fhall  have 
“received  the  congregation,”  or,  as  fome  render  it,  “  when  he 
“  (hall  have  gotten  an  appointed,  or  fit  time,  or  feafon,”  that 
is,  when  he  Hull  be  cftablifhed  in  power  and  authority,  at  a  fit 
time  and  place,  he  will  “  judge  uprightly,”  and  introduce  a 
thorough  reformation  into  a  kingdom,  which,  as  we  fhall  find, 
by  the  following  verfe,  flood  greatly  in  need  of  it.  From  thefe 
circumftances  it  fhould  fee m  mod  probable,  that  David  is  fpeak- 
mg  of  his  advancement  to  the  throne  of  Ifrael,  and  the  intend¬ 
ed  redli tilde  of  his  adminiftration,  when  he  iliould  be  fettled 
thereon.  What  David  did  in  Ifrael,  was  done  in  the  church 
univerfal,  by  him  who  fate  upon  the  throne  of  David,  when  he 
“received,”  for  his  inheritance,  the  great  “  congregation”  of 
the  Gentiles,  and  the  earth  was  full  of  the  “  righteoufnefs”  of 
Jehovah. 

3.  The  earth,  or,  the  land ,  and  all  the  inhabitants  thereof  are , 
or,  ' were  difiblved :  1  bear  up  the  pillars  of  it. 

Civil  diffractions,  and  the  continual  irruptions  of  foreign  ene¬ 
mies,  had  thrown  the  Ifraelitifh  affairs  into  confufion,  and“dif- 
“  folved”  the  frame  of  government;  until,  by  the  re-effabliffi- 
ment  of  royal  authority,  countenance  and  fupport  were  again 
given  to  all  the  fubordinate  magiffrates;  who  are,  in  their  ref- 
pecTive  ffations,  the  “pillars”  of  a  community.  Such  was  the 
univerfal  corruption  and  diffolution  of  manners  both  among  Jews 
and  Gentiles,  when  Mefiias,  entering  upon  his  regal  office,  re¬ 
formed  the  world,  raffed  the  glorious  fabric  of  the  church,  and 
made  his  apoftles  and  their  fucceffors  the  “  pillars”  of  his  foiri- 

uij!  kingdom.  Let  men  fupport  religion  ;  and  God  will  fuooort 
tfr~  '  lt 


pin. 


4’  h  f aid  unto  the  fools ,  deal  not  foolifily  ;  and  to  the  wicked, 
lift  not  up  the  horn  :  5.  Lift  not  up  your  horn  on  high  ;  (beak  not 
with  a  ft  iff  neck.  JF 

“  Where  the  word  of  a  king  is,  there  is  power.”  The  pro- 
pliCi.  addrelies  himfelf  to  tne  oppoiers  of  his  government,  and  the 
diffurbers  of  Ifrael:  he  urges  the  “folly” 'of  exalting  them- 
felves  againfl  their  prince;  and  exhorts  them,  for  their  owrr 
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6.  For  promotion  cometh  neither  from  the  cafl,  nor  from  the  re  eft 
nor  from  the  fouth:  7.  But  God  is  the  judge  ;  he  putieth  down  one 
and  /etteth  up  another * 

The  oppofitipn,  mentioned  in  the  preceding  verfe,  was  called 
“folly.”  In  thefeverfes  it  is  proved  to  be  l'uch  •  as  being  an 
oppolition,  in  effeft,  to  the  counfeJs  of  heaven  ;  for,  not  by 
worldly  power  or  craft,  but  by  the  defignation  and  providence 
of  God  himfelf,  the  fnpreme  judge  of  princes,  and  difpofer  of 
kingdoms,  was  the  houfeof  Saul  “  put  down,”  and  the  houfe  of 
David  “  fet  up. ”  And  are  not,  then,  the  enemies  of  the  Son 
of  God  in  arms  againft  the  Father;  who,  according  to  the  pro- 
mifes  going  before  concerning  him,  hath  highly  exalted  him; 
hath  committed  all  power  and  judgment  to  him  ;  and  hath  put  all 
things  under  his  feet  ?  Yea,  and  the  hour  is  coming,  when  he 
(hall  put  down  all  rule,  and  all  authority,  and  power,  and  the 
Lord  Jeius  alone  lhall  be  exalted  in  that  day.  What  will  then 
be  the  portion  of  his  impenitent  adverfaries,  the  next  verfe  will 
inform  us. 

8.  For  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord  there  is  a  cup,  and  the  wine  is 
red:  it  is  full  of  mixture ,  and  he  poureth  out  of  the  fame  :  but  the 
dregs  thereof  all  the  wicked  of  the  earth  Jhall  wring  them  out ,  and 
drink  them. 

As  the  choiceft  of  heavenly  bleffings  are  frequently  in  Scrip¬ 
ture  reprefented  by  the  falutary  effedts  of  wine,  a  cup  of  which 
the  Malfer  of  the  family  is  fuppofed  to  hold  in  his  hand,  ready 
to  diftribute  due  portions  of  it  to  thofe  around  him  ;  fo  from  the 
noxious  and  intoxicating  qualities  of  that  liquor,  when  drank 
flrong,  and  in  too  large  a  quantity,  is  borrowed  a  molt  tremen¬ 
dous  image  of  the  wrath  and  indignation  of  Almighty  God.  Ca¬ 
lamity  and  forrow,  fear  and  trembling,  infatuation  and  defpair, 
the  evils  of  the  prefent  life,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come,  are 
the  bitter  ingredients  which  compofe  this  mod  horrible  cup  of 
mixture.  It  is  entirely  in  the  hand  and  difpofal  of  God,  who, 
through  every  age,  has  been  pouring  out,  and  adminiftring  of 
its  contents,  more  or  Ids,  in  proportion  to  the  fins  of  men.  But 
much  of  the  flrength  and  power  of  the  liquor  frill  remains  be¬ 
hind,  until  the  day  of  final  vengeance.  It  will  be  then  exhauft- 
ed,  even  to  the  dregs,  by  unrepcnting  rebels ;  when  “  burning 
<c  coals,  fire,  and  brimftone,”  and  eternal  “  tempeff,”  lhall  be 
“  the  portion  of  their  cup.”  Pf.  xi.  6. 

9.  But  1  will  declare  forever;  I  will  ft ng  praifes  to  the  God  of 
Jacob. 

Thefe  difpenfations  of  mercy  and  judgment  the  prophet  re- 
folves  to  u  declare”  to  the  world  for  ever,  by  thus u  Tinging”  the 
works  and  the  (f  praifes”  of  God,  in  Pfalms,  and  hymns,  and 
fpiritual  fongs.  And  while  we  now  ling  them,  we  declare  our 
refolution  to  be  the  fame  with  his, 

j  ,  jo.  All 
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jo.  All  the  horns  of  the  ’wicked  alfo  will  I  cut  of  J  hut  the  horns 
of  the  righteous  fh  all  he  exalted. 

He  determines  likewife,  as  every  good  governor  fhould  do, 
to  exert  the  authority  with  which  he  was  entrufted  ;  to  break 
the  power  of  triumphant  wickednefs  ;  and  to  exalt  that  righte- 
oufnefs  which  exalteth  a  nation  ;  hereby  rendering  hinffeii  a  fit 
image  of  Him,  who  hath  fmce  done  away  tranfgrefiion,  and 
brought  in  everlasting  righteoulnefs,  who  will  ore  day  turn  the 
wicked  into  hell,  and  exalt  his  faithful  Servants,  to  reign  wit  h  him 
in  heaven.  Already  he  reigns  in  them  upon  earth  :  caufing  cc  all 
“  carnal  affe&ions  to  die  in  them,  and  all  things  belonging  to  the 
u  Spirit  to  live  and  grow  in  them.” 

P  S  A  L  LXXVI. 

A  R  G  U  M  E  N  T. 

It  is  obvious,  at  fir  ft  fight,  to  any  one  who  reads  this  Pfahn^ 
that  it  was  compoled,  as  a  thankfgiving  hymn,  on  account 
of  Torn e  great  deliverance,  wrought  for  his  people,  by  the  im¬ 
mediate  hand  of  God.  The  miraculous  deftrutftion  of  the 
Affyrian  army,  by  the  angel,  in  the  days  of  king  Hezekiah* 
is  generally  pitched  upon,  as  the  fubject  of  it,  and  affirmed 
to  be  fo  by  the  ancient  Greek infcription  prefixed  to  it  in  the 
LXX  verfiori,  Theprophet,  1,  2.  declares  the  glory  which 
God  hath  gotten  him  in  Ilrael ;  3 — 6.  dcfcribss  the  circum- 
fiances  of  the  deliverance,  with  7.  a  reflection  thereupon* 
8  — 10.  he  mentions  the  effects  it  had  produced  among  the  na¬ 
tions,  and  n  — 12.  thofe  which  it  ought  to  produce  in  Ifi- 
raelitifli  hearts.  The  ideas  are  robe  transferred  to  the  falva- 
tion  of  the  church  univerfal,  by  the  deftruction  of  fin  and  Sa¬ 
tan,  and  the  overthrow  of  the  perfecuting  powers. 

1.  In  Judah  Is  God  known ,  his  Name  is  great  in  Ifrael .  2* 
In  Salem  alfo  is  his  tabernacle ,  and  his  dwelling  in  Sion. 

Onoccafion  of  fome  great  deliverance,  the  prophet  fpcaks  in 
tranfport  concerning  that  prefence  and  protection  of  God,  which 
the  highly  favoured  Judah  once  enjoyed.  She  enjoyed  them 
while  file  continued  faithful,  and  really  was  what  fine  profefiec! 
to  be.  But  on  account  of  her  infidelity,  and  rejection  of 
her  Meffiah,  an  alteration  of  circumftances  has  taken  place.  They 
are  no  longer  Jews,  who  are  fuch  outwardly,  nor  is  that  circum- 
cifion,  which  is  outward  in  the  ftelh ;  but  they  are  Jews,  who 
believe  in  the  Son  of  God  ;  and  they  are  of  the  cifcumcifion,  who 
are  cleanfed  by  him  from  all  filthinefs  of  fie/h  and  fpirit.  The 
Gentile  Chriftian  church  hath  fucceeded  to  the  privileges  of  the 
Ifraelitith.  In  her  now  u  God  is  known”  by  the  Gofipel ;  and 
u  his  Name  is. great”  in  her,  by  rcafon  of  all  the  mighty  wonders 
which  he  hath  wrought  for  her  ;  fheis  the  true  (<  Salem,”  or  qu 

O  q  ty 


254  a  COMMENTARY  pSAL.  7S. 

ty  of  peace;  flie  is  the  true  “  Sion,”  the  fpiritual,  holy,  and  be¬ 
loved  hill ;  and  in  her  is  the  “  tabernacle”  and  “  dwelling  place” 
of  God  her  Saviour  by  the  Spirit. 

3*  There  brake  be  the  arrows  cf  the  bow ,  the  [f  ield,  the  f word 
and  the  battle.  7 


When  God  appeared  in  the  defence  of  his  ancient  people,  the 
weapons  of  their  enemies  were  at  once  blunted  and  broken'  and 
all  the  formidable  apparatus  of  v  ar  became,  in  a  moment,  utterly 
iifelels.  Such  was  the  event,  when  the  holy  jefusentered  the  Jiffs 
againft  our  fpiritual  adversaries,  “fer”  us;  and  fuch  ever  will 
he  the  event,  when  he  engages  them  “  in”  us. 

A •  Thou  art  more  glorious  and  excellent  than  the  mountains  of 
prey . 


Fnis  may  be  a  beautiful  apoftrophe  to  mount  Sion,  (mentio¬ 
ned,  ver.  2.)  as  appearing  infinitely  more  glorious  and  excel- 
]et;t,  tm  ougn  the  favour  and  protection  of  her  God,  than  the 
aim  of  flefh  and  the  inftruments  of  war  could  render  the  king¬ 
doms  of  the  earth,  which  fet  themfelves  againft  her  ;  and  which 
tor  their  tyranny,  ana  cruelty,  and  the  ravages  committed  by 
them,  are  likened  to  thofe  mountains,  where  beafts  of  prey, 
with  limiiar  difpofitions,  rove,  and  roar,  and  devour.  The 
powers  of  the  world  “make  war  with  the  Lamb,  whofe  ftari- 
“  on  is  upon  mount  Sion;”  but  “  the  Lamb  fliall  overcome  them, 
“  for  he  is  Lord  of  lords,  and  King  of  kings;  and  they  that 
“  are  with  him  are  called,  and  chofen,  and  faithful.”  Rev.  xiv. 
i.  xvii.  14. 


5.  The  flout  hearted  are  /polled,  they  have  Jlept  their  fie  ep  :  and 
none  of  the  men  of  might  heme  found  their  hands.  6.  dt  thy  re - 
bake,.  0  God  of  Jacob,  both  the  chariot,  or,  rider,  and  herfe,  are 
cajl  in  into  a  deadfeep. 

It  mull  be  acknowledged,  that  thefe  two  verfesfeem  in  a  ve¬ 
ry  particular  manner  to  point  at  the  miraculous  deftrutfion  of 
Senacherib’s  army,  when  the  “  float  hearted,”  who  doubted 
not  of  taking  and  fpoiling  the  holy  city,  were  themfelves  fud- 
denly  “  fpoiled”  of  ftrength  and  life;  they  “ flept  their  fleep, 
“  and  found  not  their  hands;”  they  awaked  not*  again  to  the 
ufe  of  their  powers  and  faculties ;  a  rebuking  blaft  was  lent  from 
the  God  of  Jacob,  under  which  the  flower  of  AfTyria  wither¬ 
ed  in  the  fpace  of  a  night,  and  in  the  morning  was  no  more  ; 
<e  the  horfe  and  his  rider  were  caft  into  a  dead  ileep;”  they  flept 
the  fleep  of  death.  How,  in  a  moment,  were  the  mighty  fal¬ 
len,  and  the  weapons  of  war  perifhed  !  How  aftonifhing  the 
downfal  of  the  tyrant  !  How  complete  the  triumph  of  the 
daughter  of  Sion  !  Such  will  be  the  deftru&ion  of  the  world  ; 
lhch  the  falvationof  the  people  of  God. 

7.  Thou,  even  thou  art  to  he  feared,  and  who  may  Jland  in  thy 
fight ,  when  once  thou  art  angry  ? 

Why 
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Why  are  the  miraculous  exertions  of  omnipotence  recorded 
in  the  book  of  life,  but  to  luggeft  to  us  this  reflection,  that  God, 
and  God  only,  is  the  proper  objeci  of  our  fear  :  fmop  neither 
the  wifdom  of  the  wife,  nor  thepower  of  the  mighty,  no,  not 
the  world  itfel-f,  can  (land  a  (ingle  moment  before  him,  “  when 
<<  once  he  is  angry  ”  Yet  we  continue  to  dread  any  frowns  but 
thofe  of  heaven  ;  and  one  poor,  vain,  finfnl  man  fiiall,  through 
a  courfe  of  fixty,  or  feventv  years,  inceffantly  and  undauntedly 
tempt  and  provoke  Him,  who  deft  roved  io^oco  in  a  night. 
What  is  this,  but  madnefs? 

8.  Thou  difl  caufe  judgment  to  be  heard  from  heaven;  the  earth 
feared,  and  was  frill;  9*  When  God  arofe  to  judgment,  to  fave  all 
the  meek  of  the  earth ,  or,  the  affl  idled  of  the  land . 

A  deftruftion  fo  far  exceeding  human  power,  was  evidently 
the  lentence  of  God’s  judgment,  audibly  pronounced  from  the 
eternal  throne;  and  it  was  heard  by  all  the  earth  with  an  awful 
filence,  as  when  hefpeaks  to  attentive  nature  in  thunder.  Such 
was  the  effedt  which  this  interpolation  in  behalf  of  his  people 
produced  among  the  furvivmg  A.flyrians,  and  the  neighbouring 
nations.  Let  us  carry  our  thoughts  on  to  the  fenfations  which 
will  be  felt  in  the  hearts  of  men,  at  that  hour,  when  the  lafl 
trump  (hall  found  in  the  heavens,  and  the  earth  fnall  (hake 
from  her  foundations ;  when  God  fiiall  arife  to  execute  judg¬ 
ment  on  the  adverfaries  of  his  church  ;  and  to  fave,  with  an 


everlafiing  falvation,  all  the  meek  and  afHidled  of  the  earth. 

10.  Surely  the  wrath  of  man  Jhall  praife  thee ;  the  remainder 
of  wrath  Jhalt  thou  refrain . 

The  wrath  of  man,  andof  Satan  himfelf,  againft  the  church, 
turns,  in  the  end,  to  the  praife  and  glory  of  God,  whorepref- 
fes  it,  when  at  its  height;  and  at  all  times  appoints  thole  bounds 
which  it  cannot  pafs,  any  more  than  the  raging  waves  of  the 
ocean  can  overflow  their  appointed  barrier  of  land. 

1 1.  Vow  and  pay  unto  the  Lord  your  God ;  let  all  that  are 
round  about  him  bring  prefents  uuto  him  that  ought  to  be  feared.  12. 
He  fh  all  cut  off,  or,  refrain  the  fpirit  of  princes :  he  is  terrible  to 
the  kings  of  the  earth. 

If  fuch  fhould  have  been  the  gratitude  and  devotion  of  Is¬ 
raelites,  for  a  temporary  deliverance  from  the  fury  of  an  earth¬ 
ly  tyrant;  how  much  higher  ought  that  of  Chriftians  to  rife, 
for  eternal  redemption  from  the  great  opprefTor?  How  ought 
they  to  “  vow  and  pay  their  vows  unto  the  Lord  their  God  ; 
“to  bring  prefents,1 ”  to  offer  all  they  have,  and  all  they  are,  to 
him  who  is  fo  greatly  to  be  “  feared,”  fo  highly  to  be  loved  ; 
to  him  who  “  refirains”  the  fury  of  evil  angels,  as  well  as  “  the 
“ fpirit  of  princes ;”  and  is  “terrible”  to  the  powers  of  dark- 
nefs,  nolefs  than  to“  the  kings  of  the  earth  !” 
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A  COMMENTARY 
PSALM  LXXVII. 


PsAL,  Tf. 


ARGUMENT. 

As  the  foregoing  Pfalm  was  evidently  compofed,  when  the  church 
had  obtained  deliverance  from  her  enemies,  this  feems  no 
lefs  plainly  to  have  been  written  at  a  time  when  fhe  was  in 
captivity  under  them.  It  contains  i — 4.  a  complaint  of  fuffer- 
ings  ;  and  5 — 20.  a  deicription  at  large  of  the  ftruggle  be- 
tween  dfflruft  and  faith  ;  wdiich  latter  prevails,  by  having  re- 
conrfe  to  the  confideration  of  ancient  mercies;  particularly, 
that  of  redemption  from  Egypt.  The  Pfalm  is  admirably 
calculated  for  theufe  and  confolation  of  any  church,  or  foul 
when  in  affliction  and  diftrefs. 

1.  levied  unto  God  with  my  voice;  even  unto  God  with  my 
my  voice ,  and  he  gave  ear  unto  ?ne . 

Uneafinels  in  the  heart  will  utter  itfelf  by  the  ei  voice  ;”  and 
\vhen  the  pain  is  intenfeg  the  “cry”  will  be  loud.  Only  let  it 
take  a  right  direction,  and  afeend  to  heaven  :  let  the  application 
be  made  to  “  God/’  who  will  both  “hear,”  and  help;  not  to 
t!ie  world,  which  will  not  do  one,  and  cannot  do  the  other. 

I  lie  cries  of  the  Son  of  God  alone  were  heard  for  his  own  fake; 
the  cries  of  all  other  men  are  heard  for  his  fake. 

2.  In  the  day  of  my  trouble  I  fought  the  Lord;  my  fore  ran  in 
the  night ,  and  ceafed  not;  Heb.  my  hand  was  fir  etched  out  fin  the 
right,  and  ceafed  not,  or,  without  inter  miff  on  ;  my  foul  refufed  to 
be  comforted. 

I  o  a  foul  deeply  fenfible  of  the  world's  vanity,  and  the  nib 
iery  of  fin,  every  day  is  a  “day  of  trrouble,”  and  the  whole  time 
of  her  pilgrimage  is  a  long,  dark,  and  wearifome  -night,”  du¬ 
ping  which  Use  leeks  after  her  beloved  by  prayer;  and  for  the 
hike  or  him,  and  thole  future  joys  which  ffle  experts  in  his  pre- 
fence,  the  pleaiures  of  lenie  are  put  away  from  her,  and  fhe  re - 
“ lilies  to  be  comforted”  by  fuch  comforters.  An  Ifraelite  cam 
not  enjoy  himieli  in  Babylon  ;  a  Chriltian  cannot  find  perfed  fa~ 
tisfadipn  in  the  world ;  a  return  to  Jerufalem  will  employ  the 
thoughts  of  both.  / 

3.  I  remembered  God,  and  was  troubled:  I  complained,  and 
my  f pi rit  was  overwhelmed.  Or,  I  remembered  God,  and  made 
mje,  i.  e.  in  prayer  to  him  ;  I  meditated,  and  my  fpirit  was  cb - 
f cured }  or  darkened,  through  grief  and  affliction. 

1  his  is  a  fine  deicription  of  what  paffes  in  an  affiifted  and  de¬ 
jected  mind.  Between  the  remembrance  of  God  and  his  former 
mercies,  and  the  meditation  on  the  feeming  defertion  under  pre- 
ient  calamities,  the  affections  are  varioufly  agitated,  and  the 
prayers  disturbed,  like  the  tumultuous  waves  of  a  troubled  fea  ; 
while  the  fair  light  from  above  is  intercepted,  and  the  face  of 
btaveu  overwhelmed  with  clouds  and  darknefs,  4.  Thou 
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4.  ?  hou  holdejl  mine  eyes  waking  :  1  am  fo  troubled  that  I  can- 
not  [peak.  / 

Through  grief  and  anxiety  it  is,  that  the  eyes  are  made  tokeep 
all  the  watches  of  the  night,  and  wait  in  vain  for  fleep  to  relieve 
them  from  duty,  until  the  dawning  of  the  morning.  To  a  night 
fo  fpent,  may  a  feafon  of  captivity,  or  perfecution,  be  compared. 
Thus  the  ancient  church  looked  for  the  firft  advent  of  Chrift  ;  and 
thus  doth  the  church,  which  now  is,  expect  his  fecond  ;  prolong¬ 
ing  her  vigils,  even  unto  the  dawning  of  that  morning,  which 
is  at  once  to  put  a  period  to  darknefs  and  to  forrow.  In  the  mean 
time,  fhe  giveth  herfelf  to  meditation  and  prayer. 

5*  I  have  conjulered  the  days  of  old ,  the  years  of  ancient  times  : 
6.  1  call  to  remembr ance  my  fong  In  the  night ,  1  commune  with 
mine  oven  heart ,  and  my  fplrit  maketh  diligent  fearch . 

Recollection  of  former  mercies  is  the  proper  antidote  againft 
a  temptation  to  defpair,  in  the  day  of  calamity  :  and  as,  in  the  di¬ 
vine  difpenfations,  which  are  always  uniform  arid  like  themfelves, 
whatever  has  happened,  happens  again,  when  the  circurtiftances 
are  fimilar;  the  experience  of  “  ancient  times”  is  to  be  called  in 
To  our  aid,  and  duly  confulted*  Nay,  we  may  perhaps  “re- 
“  member”  the  time,  when  we  ourfelves  were  led  to  compofeand 
utter  a  “  long”  of  joy  and  triumph,  on  occafion  of  fignal  mercies 

US^  Up°n  thefe  t0picS  We  (houk]’  “  in  the  rii^ht  of 
affliction,  commune  with  our  own  hearts,  and  make  diligent 

*  inarch,  as  Daniel  did  in  Babylon,  into  the  caufe,  the  nature, 
and  the  probable  continuance  of  our  troubles  ;  with  the  proper 
methods  of  fhortening,  and  bringing  them  to  an  end  ;  by  fuffer- 
mg  them  to  have  their  intended  and  full  efFeft,  in  a  fincere  re¬ 
pentance,  and  thorough  reformation. 

y.  Will  the  Lord  cajl  off  for  ever  P  and  will  he  be  favourable  no 
more.  o.  Is  bt$  mercy  dean  gone  for  ever  P  Both  his  promife 
jai  for  evermore  P '  9.  Hath  God  forgotten  to  be  gracious  P  Hath  he 
iji  anger  [hut  up  his  tender  mercies  p 

The  P fa  1  mi  It  now  relates  the  procefs  of  his  meditations,  andof 
t.  lat  controverfy  which  aroie  in  his  heart  between  faith  and  dif- 
truft.  While  he  viewed  the  diftrefsful  feene  around  him,  lie 
found  himfelf  ftrongly  tempted  to  queftion  God’s  love  of  the 
church ;  to  think  that  he  had  finally  rejected  his  people- 

h  u  °mik,d,  mercy  of  redemption  would  never  be 

accomplilhed  ;  and  that  indignation  had  conftrained  the  bowels  of 

fliifted  Thildre il0“gei'  yearned  awards  his  af- 
-Uvted  cnildren.  Thefe  were  the  thoughts  fufrtrelied  to  a  def 

ponding  foul  by  the  deflations  of  Sion  at  thatrirae  ;  and  the 

the  like  fhhng$hn  the  WOrl<J.may  Poffibly  be  futh,  as  to  Weft 
the  like  houghts  to  many  in  the  Chriftian  church,  before  our 

of°fheftfamea raft1' T'ff  f0rTr  final rede^ption.  Imaginations 
h  me  taft  W!l1  offer  themfelves  to  the  mind  of  the  (inner, 

when 
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years,  or,  changes  of  the  right  hand  of  the  moft  High. 

To  the  inclinations  of  difixuft,  faith  now  begins  to  reply. 
The  fuffcrer  checks  hirnfelf  in  his  former  train  of  thought,  and 
humbly  acknowledges  it  to  have  fprung  from  a  mind  difpirited, 
and  rendered  timid,  by  misfortunes;  “X  faid,  this  is  my  infir- 
^  mity  but  he  immediately  flrengthens  hi'mfelf  by  refleding, 
that  all  “  changes”  in  the  conditions  of  men  are  effected,  for 
reafons  of  infinite  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  by  “  the  right  hand 
4i  of  the  moR  High;”  which  is  not  fhortened,  but  can  iiill,  as 
for: j  erly ,  when  he  fees  fit,  deliver  and  exalt,  as  well  as  punifh 
ana  depref:  his  people.  What,  therefore,  though  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Sion  be  in  captivity,  and  her  enemies  infult  over  her? 
Melons  cometh,  who  dial  1  redeem  her,  and  all  nations;  and 
then  fa  all  “  the  right  hand  of  the  moff  High”  work  an  univer- 
fal  and  a  glorious  “  change”  upon  the  earth. 

ii.  I  will  remember  the  works  of  the  Lord:  Curdy  I  will  re¬ 
member  thy  wonders  of  old .  12.  Twill  meditate  alfo  of  ail  thy 
works f  and  talk  of  thy  doings . 

Thus  re  Cored  to  a  right  frame  of  mind,  the  Pfalmift,  inflead 
of  brooding  any  longer  over  the  calamities  of  his  own  time,  re- 
folves  to  turn  his  thoughts  towards  the  divine  difpenfations  of 
old;  to  meditate  on  God’s  former  works  and  wonders ;  his  works 
ofjufhce  and  mercy,  of  power  and  wifdom,  of  nature  and 
grace;  and,  by  gratefully  celebrating  them,  to  invigorate  his 
faith  in  the  falvation  to  come,  of  which  they  were  fo  many  ear¬ 
ners  and  pledges.  And  it  is  this  confideration,  which  makesjthe 
eucha/iitic  Pialips  ever  pleafing,  and  ever  comfortable  to  the 
mind  ;  they  are  appeals  to  thofe  attributes  which  have  been  fo 
often  difplayed,  in  the  caufe  of  the  church  ;  they  are  ads  of  faith, 
looking  backward  to  the  pall,  and  forward  to  the  future  ;  they 
arepraifes,  and  they  are  prayers. 

13.  Thy  way,  0  God,  is  in  the fandhiary,  cr,  in  holinefs •  who 
is  fo  great  a  God,  as  our  God  P 

Faith,  now  reinflated  in  its  fovereignty  over  the  prejudices 
and  fears  of  the  foul,  and  again  placed  upon  the  judgment  feat, 
pronounces  the  “ways”  or  proceedings  of  God  to  be  fucb,  as, 
when  weighed  in  the  balance  of  the  “Tanduary,”  and  judged  of 
by  the  divine  rule  and  manner  of  ading,  will  be  found  agreeable 
tothe  flandard  of perfed  “holinefs.”  An  affurance  is  likewife 
expreffed,  that  the  power  of  God,  however  it  may,  for  a  time, 
lie  dormant,  yet  dill  retains  the  fame  fuperiority,  of  which  for¬ 
mer  exertions  fhew  it  to  have  been  pofTeffed,  over  the  gods  of 
the  nations,  the  elements  of  nature,  and  the  powers  of  the 
world;  infomuch  that  nothing,  which  was  ever  called  by  others, 

or 
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or  called  itfelf  “God”  was  able  to  (land  before  Jehovah,  the 
God  of  Ifrael:  “  Who  is  To  great  a  God  as  our  Cud  ?”  Thus, 
“  All  power  is  given  unto  me  in  heaven  and  in  earth/’  faith  our 
bleffed  Lord,  Matt,  xxviii.  18.  for  the  everlafting  coniblation 
of  the  Chriftian  church. 

14.  Thou  art  the  Cod,  that  docjl  wonders  ;  thou  haft  declared ; 
thy  Jirength  among  the  people.  1  Thou  haft  with  thine  arm  re¬ 
deemed  thy  people,  the  Jons  of  Jacob  and  Jofteph . 

Ifrael,  in  times  of  trouble  and  diftrels,  was  wont  to  look 
back  to  the  “  wonders”  wrought  in  Egypt,  and  the  redempti¬ 
on  of  all  her  tribes  from  that  houfe  of  bondage.  We  Chrifti- 
ans  are  taught,  while  we  ufe  the  fame  words,  to  regard  paral¬ 
lel,  but  more  important  tranfadfions ;  we  reflect  on  the  u  won- 
“  ders  wrought  for  the  bodies  and  fouls  of  men,  by  the 
“  ftrengthand  the  arm  of  Jehovah,”  revealed  and  manifdled  to 
the  world  in  Chrift ;  and  we  celebrate  the  redemption  not  of 
“  the  fons  of  Jacob  and  Jofeph”  only,  but  of  ail  nations,  from 
the  bondage  of  corruption  ;  a  redemption  compared  with  which 
the  deliverance  from  Egypt,  though  glorious  in  itfelf,  hath  yet 
no  glory  at  all,  by  realoh  of  the  glory  that  fo  far  excelleth. 
Our  confidence  in  God,  during  the  feafons  of  aiHidhon,  ihould 
therefore  rife  in  proportion. 

16.  The  waters  [aw  thee,  0  God,  the  waters  ftaw  thee  ;  they 
were  afraid :  the  dephs  a! lb  were  troubled. 

1  he  waters  of  the  red  fea  are  here  beautifully  reprefented 
as  endued  with  fenfibility,  as  feeing,  feeling,  and  being  con¬ 
founded,  even  to  the  lowed  depths,  at  the  prefence  anefpow- 
er  of  their  great  Creator,  when  he  commanded  them  to  open  a 
way,  and  to  form  a  wall  on  each  fide  of  it,  until  his  people 
were  pafTed  over  ;  until  his  people  were  palled  over  whom  he 
had  redeemed.  In  this  amazing  tranfaflion  let  us  behold,  as 
in  a  glafs,  the  falvation  of  believers  by  baptifm,  through  the 
death  and  refurredion  of  Jefus  Chrift,  who  made  the 'depths 
of  tne  grave,  as  he  had  done  thofe  of  the  fea,  a  way  for  his 
ranfomed  to  pals  over ;  and  the  church,  like  another  Ifrael,  law 
her  enemies,  in  effect,  dead  at  her  feet. 

17.  The  clouds  poured  out  water ,  the  J~kies  ftent  out  a  found; 
thine  arrows  al/o  went  abroad.  1 8.  The  voice  of  thy  thunder  was 

in  the  heaven  .•  the  lightnings  lightened  the  world }  the  earth  trem¬ 
bled  and  /book. 

It  is  faid,  Exod.  xiv.  24.  that  at  the  time  when  Ifrael  was 
palling  tne  fea,  “  the  Lord  looked  upon  the  ho  ft  of  the  Ecryp_ 
“  r;ans  through  the  pillar  of  fire  and  the  cloud,  and  troubled 
"  the  hoft  of  the  Egyptians,  and  took  off  their  chariot  wheels 
“  and  made  them  to  go  heavily  ;  fo  that  the  Egyptians  faid  let 
“  lJs  flee  troni  the  face  of  Ifrael;  for  the  Lord  lighted/  for 
“  them  againit  the  Egyptians.”  The  yerfes  of  our  Pfalm  now 

before 
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before  us,  feem  to  explain  more  particularly  the  manner  irf 
winch  the  Lord  «  looked  upon,  and  troubled,  and  fouvbc 
agamft  the  Egyptians,”  upon  that  occafion  ;  namely,  %y 
thunders  and  lightnings,  ftorms  and  tempefts,  rain,  hail  and 
arthquake,  the  ulual  tokens  and  inftruments  of  Alniio-hry  dif- 
p  eaiure.  Jolcphus,  in  like  manner,  relates,  that  the°deftruc- 
tion  of  the  Egyptians  was  accompanied  by  ftorms  of  rain  from 
heaven;  by dreadful  thunders  and  lightnings;  and  in  fhort,  by 
eve^y  po.uble  circumftance  of  terror,  which  could  teftifv  and 
intUtt  upon  man  the  vengeance  of  an  incenfed  God.  From 
lcenes,  hke  theie,  welearn  to  form  an  idea  of  that  power,  which 
difcomfited  the  infernal  hoft  ;  raifed  Cbrift  from  the  dead  •  van¬ 
quished  opposition  and  perfecution;  fubdued  the  world  to  the 
obedience  of  faith  ;  fuppons  and  protecls  the  church;  will  over¬ 
throw  antichrift  ;  rade  the  dead  ;  caff  the  wicked,  with  death 
and  Satan,  into  the  lake  of  fire;  and  exalt  the  righteous,  to' 

hug,  with  angels  in  heaven,  the  “  fong  of  Moles  and  of  the 
“  Lamb.”  bee  Pie v.  xv.  3. 

1 9.  Thy  way  is  in  the  fea ,  and  thy  paths  in  the  great  waters 3 
and  thy  jootfteps  are  not  known . 

The  dilpenlations  and  ways  of  God,  like  the  pafTage  through 

ir  rf-^  ,  *  ar<l  rnercy  t0  people  ;  but  they  are 

aiio>  like  that,  often  unufual,  marvellous,  infcrutable*  and  we 

ean  no  more  trace  hisfootfteps,  than  we  could  have  done  thofe 
oflfiael,  after  the  waters  had  returned  to  their  place  ao-ain. 
Let  us  refolve,  therefore,  to  truft  in  him  at  all  times  ;  and  let  us 
think  we  hear  Mofes  faying  to  us,  as  he  did  to  the  Ifraelites, 
when  feemingly  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity  ;  “Fear  ye  not, 
ftanci  hill,  and  fee  the  falvalion  of  Jehovah. Exod.  xiv.  p„ 
20.  Thou  leddeft  thy  people ,  like  a  flock ,  by  the  hand  of  Mofes 

The  loving  kindnefs  of  God  towards  Ifrael  did  not  flop  at  the 
red  fea,  but  he  conducted  his  chofen  flock,  by  the  guidance  of 
faithful  paflors,  through  all  the  perils  of  the  wildernefs,  to  the 
land  of  promife.  We  likewife,  through  thy  mercy,  O  bleffecf 
Lord  Jefii,  have  palled  the  red  fea  at  our  baptifm  ;  and  are  now 
journeying  in  the  wildernefs.  Give  us  thole  meek,  and  lowly, 
and  tractable  difpofitions,  which  become  the  fheep  of  thy  paflure  ; 
fet  over  us  fkilfuland  vigilant  fhepherds;  and  be  thou  ever  both 
with  them  and  with  us;  until,  having  furmounted  all  difficulties 
and  dangers,  led  by  thy  grace,  andfupported  by  thy  providence, 
we  all  come,  in  per  feci  fafety,  to  the  land  of  everlafting  reft ; 
there  to  live  with  thee,  one  fold  under  one  fhepherd,  world 
without  end, 
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